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CAPTURE OFTHE ARIEL BY THE CON-
FEDERATE STEAMER ALABAMA.

m—— e

The Panama correspondent of the San
I'rancisco Bullelin, gives the following ac-
count of the capture of the Ariel, one of the
Vanderbilt steamers, running between New
York and Aspinwall, by the Alabama:

At abont two o’clock, p.y., on Sunday, De-
cember 7th, just as the pasgengers sat down to
cinner, “a baiK in sight”” was reported to
Capt. Jones. The Captain immediately left
the dinner table forthedeck. The vessel was
Just coming out of the sun glare, close o
Port Maysi [the east end of Cuba], when
Caplain Jones made her out to be English
built, and saw she was a propeller. He im-

‘medialely ordered all steam to be put on.
The propell.t hoisted the American flag and
gave chase. The A-iel, aslow craft, was
fuing ouly eight knots an hour, and the Ala-
»ame, under steam alone, af eleven knots, |
When ghe gave chase slie was only about four
miles off. She soon got close to the Ariel, |
when she ho sted the Confederate flag, and
fired a blank shot, The Ariel paid no atten-
tion, bat kept on, when she fired two shells
gimultareons!y,one a steel pointed one, which
explodes hwmediately on striking an object,.
and the other a common fuse shell. Fortu-
nately the steel-pointed shell passed over the
vessel, buf the round one struck the foremast
above the burricane deck, cutling away
rearly the size of the shell. The one hun-
dred and forty marines and officers on board
the Ariel at this time were drawn up for re-
gistance, which Captain Jones insisted upon
making; but Commodore Sartori ard Major
Garland, seeing the futility of defen<e, ordered
the men to be disarmed and sent below. The
Ariel then hove to and hauled down her flag.
Soon Lieutenant Low, a young officer, came
on board and called for the ship’s papers,
manifests, ete,, which were given him—as-
suring the passengers, who were very much
{rightened, that not a bhair of their heads
ghould be despoiled and not a dollar of their
property touched, Finding there were 140
marines on board, he communicated with
Captain Semmes, who erd¢red that they and
all the officers should be paroled “not to serve
against the Coufederate States nor in any
manner serve the United States during the
war,” which, of course, bad to be agreed to.
The money on board the ship was then de-

(in the most polite and even courteous manner

cord toSemmes the most gentlemanlyconduct,

!}'et Jearned. The barks were burned, and the |

'States, Captain Scmmes retained the “slow?
manifest of the Ariel. |
Before Lieutenant Low left the ship, Com-
modore Bartori and Garland having, with
their marines, been deprived of their arms,
fearing that their men might become dis-
orderly and unmanageable from liquor dur ng
the rest of the voyage, requested the Lieu-
tenant to destroy all the spirits and wines,
which be did, knocking in the heads of the
whisky Dbarrels, and torowing everything
overboard from the bar. Lieutenant Low
-said Captain Semmes felt much annoyed by
\the iying report of the master of the Lamp-
lighter, wlich he had destroyed, who pub-
lished in the papers that the first thing his
officersand men did on visiting the vessel was

e

stroyed it all immediately, for fear that the
men under their command might getit and
make beasts of themselves.

Lieutenant Low, while on board, behaved

—calmed the fears of the women, patted the
childred on their heads, ete. He s=aid he was
only doing his duty, and told Captain Sar-
tori that he could net blame him, as he (Sar-
tori) would do the same thing were his

country so éutrageously treated as the South |they

had been. He allowed Captain Sartori to
lum;l a favorite fowling piece.

The Alabama in chasing the Ariel bad
only just got up steam, having had her fires
banked, and carried only 11 pounds. With
25 pounds steam she would make 15 or 16
knots. Shecan make eleven knots under sail.
Captain Semmes spoke particularly of the
Pacific, naming all the United States vessels !
there, Perhaps, if the Atlantic gets too hot
for him, he will trfv our coast.

He had last coaled in Martinique. He said
that as be left the port the San Jacinto train-
ed a gun upon him, when the fort at the en-
trance of the harbour at oncetrained its guns
upon the San Jacinto.

All the officers as well as Captain Jones gc-

to ask for liquor; when, in fact, they de-|
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their well known skill in cookery, are said to
make a palatable dish of it. By almost all the
lower classes in England, venison and game
of all kinds are held in abhorrence, and so are
fresh figs. By the Australian savages, frogs,
snakes, largs moths, grubs picked from the
wood —all of which the English settlers turn
from in disgust—are esteemed dainties; but
they are shocked at our eating oysters.

Milk, as an article of food except for suck-
ing bahies, is loathed by the South Sea [sland-
‘ers. Goats had been introduced into many of

the islands, but the people deride the settlers

with using their milk and ask them why they
do not milk their sows.
dogs and rats are favorite articles of foo
with them. Tlose last, as is well known, are
often eaten by the Chinese, who also eat salt
earthworms and a kind of seasin, which most
Europeans will turn from in disgust.

In the narrative of Ansen’s voyages, isa
full account of the prejudice of the South
Americans, both Creolesand Indians, against
turtle, as poisonous. The prisoners captured
on the prize-ships wa-'ned the sailors againat
eating it, and for a time lived on bad ship
beef; but seeing our men thrive on the turtle,
began to eat it—at first sparingly, and
at last heartily. And when set ashore and
liberated, they declared they blessed the day
of their capture, which bad intrcduced to
them a plentiful supply of wholesome and
delicious food. Horse-flesh, which most
Europeans would refuse to eat, exceptin
great extremity, is preferred by the Tartars to
all other; and the flesh of a wild aes colt was
greatly esteemed by the Romans. As for
pork, it is on religious grounds that Jews and
Mahomedans abstain from it, as the Hindoos
do from beef. But the Cbristians of the East
seem to lhave nearly an equal aversion to it,
and the like prevailed till lately in Scotland.

The large snail called escarget, was a|
favorite dainty wi b the ancient Rom:n®, and
still issoin a great part of the south of
Europe, though most Englishmen would be
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ulterly at variance with the reports of the |

masters of vessels he had previously taken.
He had taken twobarks and aschooner a few

days before, the names of which I have not

schooner, I believe, sent to Kingston.

The following are the names of the oflicers
parolled: Commander Sartori, United States
sloop-of-war Cyane; Major Addison Garlan’;
Captain David M. Coher: First Lieutenants

manded, and $8,000 in Treasury notes be-
longing to Wells, Fargo & Co., and $1,500 in
coin, belonging to olther parties, was taken.
Being assured that the Ariel had no letter
mail, the sacks were not overhauled. The
gacks of Wells, Fargo & Co., those of the
Panama Railroad Company, and the State
Department sacks for the United States Con-
gul at Aspinwall all came sale to hand.

The gails of the Ariel were cut away and
thrown overboard, and that was all the in-
jury done to the vessel. Captain Semmes
sent for Captain Jones, who went immediately
on board the Alabama, where he was received
inost eourtecusly, but wag told that his pas-
sengers would be Janded and the vessel
burned. He first proposed to land them in a
Jittle spot on San Domirgo, where there were
only a fewbuts. Captain Jonesremonitrated,
stating that nothing eould be had there, and
half his pas-engers must perish. Semmes
then said he would land them at Kingston.
He complained bitterly of Commolore Van-
derbilt—said he had given one of the finest
ghips in America to the government to run
Lim down, and te w uld in revenge destroy
eve ything belonging to Lim that he fell in
with. |
Captain Jones, af er a long conversation,
returned to his ship, with orders to keep com-

halt starved before they would eatit. In
Vienna, the large wood-ants are served up and
eaten alive. Small land-crabs are eaten alive
in China. The iguana, a species of large
large lizard, is reckoned a great dainty in
s me of the West India Islands.

" Maize, the Indian corn of America, has
been introduced into New Zealard by the
migsionaries, and the people cultivate and
highly esteem it. But their mode of p-epar-

Edward McElrath, W. H. Mc Kean, and F,

H. Carrie; Second Licutenants A. W, Ward | ing.

ing it for food is to most Europeans disguast-

whale; but those in the French whaler with!loade

On the other hand I'
d i

_— R

d pistols on the table before him, deter-

mined to fire at whatever object wight enter
the room.

At the usual hour of midnight, accordingly,
when the door flew open and the gpecire,
bearing a lamp and a,bunch of keys, made its
appearance, he seized both his pistols, when,
fortunately, as his finger was on the point of
touching the trigger, he perceived that the ap-

arition was no other than the daughter of

is bost, a young and pretty girl, evidently
wakling in her sleep, Preserving the strictest
silence, he watched her set down the light,
'place her keys carefully on the chimuey-
I place and retire to the opposite bed, which as
i1t afterward proved, she nad often eccupied
during the life time of her late mother, who
slept in the 1oom,

No sooner had ‘she thoroughly composed
herself, than the cfficer, after locking the door
of the room, went in search of her father and
several competent witnesses, including the
water baliff of the district, whe had been one
of the loudest in circulating the rumors con<
cerning the Haunted Inn. The poor girl was
found*quietly asleep in bed, and her terror on
awaking in the dreadful chamber afforded
sufficient evidence to all present of the state
of somnambulism in which she bad been en-
tranced.

From that period the spectre was seen no
more; probably because the landlord’s daugh-
ter removed shortly afterward to a home of
her own; and the tales of horror so freely cir-
culated to the bewilderment of the poer
neighbo 8, ended in the simple story of a

young girl walking in her sleep.
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Worse THAN WasHINGTON.—A writer in
the Grenada (Miss. ) Jppcal, on Nov. 7, from
Richmond,eays: -~

R chmond is now worse ihan Nagples-—
worse than Baltimore was when W nter Da-
vis was the Wilkes of the Plug-Ugly swel
mob of that lawless city, No one thinks of
goirg into the Cimeriun streets after night-
fall with ut arms. A large and well-organ-
ized band eof cut-throats has ‘taken the
town.” They lie in wait at almost every cor-
ner, wel provid d with slung-shot tillies,
brass knuckles, and all the other devilish
implements of nischief which the city high-
wayman uses to d'sable h s vielims, and they
attack everybody that walks along, oltentimes
gentlemen when attended by ladies.

They steepitin water till itis quile

and C Danielsy Sergeants, musciana and pri- | patrid, and then make it into a kind of por-
vates for California, 109. For Panama, Lieu- |ridge, which emits a most intolerable stench.

tenant McElrath, 1 Sergeant, 2 Corporals,
and 24 privates.
I would’t like to» say {hat Semmes isn't
smart, in the face of 8o many things to the
contrary; but it strikes me he geared the bird
before he got ready to shoot. Had he waited
for the Ariel to return, he might have got a
million of dollars. Now, Jones will leave
Aspinwall at night, with all lights out, and go
clean down to Cape Gracios a Dios, thence
to Cosumel, in Yucatan, and thence bome by
a long route, where Secesh won’t be likely to
ick bim up. He was apparently looking
Fur the Champion while he bad the Ariel
under charge, but the Champion .must haie
got th-ough the islands before the 10th at
night, as she left Aspinwall on thegith.
Thus he lost the Champion while m dfMng
with the Ariel.
There should be an arrangement at once by
which the Government shall gend a war
steamer once a month t> Aspinwall to take
home all the California treasure. It is not
even safe at the wharf in Aspinwall. The
best and safest place in the world for Semmes
to lie in wait for Califoriia gold is under the

pany with the Alabama, which he did. At
dark a valve of the Ariel was taken out and
carried to the Alabama, thus d'sabling her.
The Alabama then left her and eruised about
for other vessels, Next morning she re-
gtored the valve and kept company as before,
only the Alabama would occasionally dart off
at the sight of a sail, and finfing her not
American would retarn to the charge of her
game, which she had plenty of time to cl:-,
roing as she did, two knots tothe Ariel’s
one. :
On the 8th, Monday, stood for Jamaica,
chasing vessels occasionally as before, and so
up to Tuesday night, at half-past ten o’clock,
when a light was made near Kingston. All
this time Captain Semmes seemed at a loss to
Lknow what to do with the Ariel with her 800
souls, as if he had won an elephant at a
rafile. He finally let go bis hold on her and
she proceeded on ber voyage. Toa
of Captain Jones if be would be allowed to
go into Kingston for water, Semmes answered
ye+. The Ariel kept along under tha coast of
Jamaica, and at six o’clock A », on Wednes-
day, sp ke a Kingstoo branch pilot; who
coreed to take a letter from Commocore Sar-
tori to the town in Morant Bay, thirly-six
miles from Kingston., The letler wWas ad-
dressed to the United States Consul at Kings-
ton; and another to the Mayor of Morant
urged that the letter to the Cansul should be
forwarded at once, Commodore Sariorl
thiinka the letter must have reached Kingston
by twelve noon same day. If the Consul is
anyw se smast he will des afeh a steamer at
once to the south side of Cuba, if he can get
ope, and thence telegraph to Havanah the
facts for the benefit the United Btates
uigers.
r.rI forgot to say that Captain Jones bonded
the vessel and cargo to the Confederate

ernment—the vessel for $125,000; ecargo,

question | o - rood.

land at Porto Bello, only fifteen miles from

Human flesh has been and still is eaten in
many parts of the world, and that by people
considerably above' the lowest rank of savages
—such as the Figi Islanders and an Indian
people called Batta, who are said to have a
written language. And evenin cannibalism
there are great diversities: seme nations eat
their enemies and some thLeir friends. Heéro-
diug relates that a Persian king asked the
[ dian soldiers that were in his service what
reward would induce themn to burn the dead
bodies of their friends, instead of eating them.
They replied by entreating Lim not to meuntion
anything so shocking. On the other hand,
the New Zealanders—b:fore their ccnversion,
who seemed to have considered that the pro-
per diet of mankind is man—seem to have
eaten oniy their enemies.—[ English Paper,

iy i —

A GHOST STORY.

At the “Crow Inn,” at Antwerp, some
years ago, a white spectre was seen bearing
a lamp in one hand and a bunch of keys in
the other—this unplessant visitor was seen
by a variety of travelers passing along a cor-
ridor.

Aspinwall.
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A CHAPTER ON FOOD.

The d versity prevailing in different nations
in reference to the various articles of food
geems to confirm inits literal sense the pro-
verbial saving, that *““One man’s meat isan-
otherman’s poison.” Many an article of food
which is in high esteem in one country is re-
rarded in others with abhorrence which even
famine can bardly surmount.

In the Shetland Island it iz said that crabs
and Johsters abound, which the people catch
for the London market, but refuse to eat even
when half starved. The Johin Dory is reek-
oned by epicures one of the choicest fish, but
in Devenshire, wtere it bounds and al=o
Ireland, it used to be thrown away as unfit
There seems to be some snpersti-
tion connected with this asitis s«d that a
Devonshire cook’ flatly refused to dress it.
Eels, in Cumberland and Westmoreland, and
also in Scotland are regarded by the people
there with as much disgust assuakes. BSkate:
Skate, which is in high repute in England,
in Ireland, is hardly ever eaten except by fish-
ermen, Scollops, on the other hand, which
are reckoned a dainty in Ireland, are hardly
‘ever eaten in England; and although they are
abundant on many of the coasts few cf the
English bave any idea that they are eatable.
The cuttle-fish, that kind which produces the
inky flnid, although found on our coast, is not
eaten by wus. But at Naples itis highly
esteemed and travelers report that it tastes
like veal. Cockcbafers Tg candid and serve,
with othier confectionery ma Italians.

The hedgebog mno nl;n;c k:n:t eating lin
England, except the gipsies, some who
hmr‘n joined them rep-rt that thiqu better
than  rabbit. The sailors in the English and

| ight $12,000; payable days
:;t?:%hl pe:dl;:u ’nl?!thl Confederate

Dutet. whaleship de not eat the flesh of the

unfortunate traveler bad not at socme period
or other, been dispatehed in that fatalroom by
one o the previ us landlords of the house; the
hotel grauunally obtained the name of the
¢ Haunted Inn,”? and ceased to be frequent.d
by its old patrons. .

The landlord finding himself on the brink of
ruin, determined to sleep in the haunted room,
with a view of proving the groundlessness of
the story. To wmake the matier more sure, as
he said, he caused the hostler to bear him
company, on pretence of requiring a witness
to the absurdity of the report; but in reality,
trom cowardice., At dead of night, however,
just as the two men were composing them-
selves to sleep in one bed—leaving anothe
which was inthe room untenanted—the door
flew open and in glided the white epectre!

Wi bout pausing to ascerta'n what it might
atterpt on approaching the bed, towards
whieh it directed its course, the two men
rushed naked out of the room; and by the
alarm they created, confirmed more fully than
ever the repute of the house.

Unabie longer to sustain the cost of 8o un-
productive an establishigent, the poor lanc-
lord advertised for sale the house in which he
and his fatber before him were born and had
passed toeir lives. But bidders were as
scarce as cust: mers! the inn remained on sal-
fer nearly a year, during which, from time to
time, the spectre re-appeared.

At lenghth an officer of the
had fortunately frequented the house,
took to clear upthe mystery by uleepin% in the
aforesaid chamber: nothing doubtiig that the
whole was a trick of some envious ueighbor,
desirious of deteriorating the value of the
freehold in order to become a purchaser.

His offer having been gratefully accepted
the captain took up his quarters in the
reom, with a bottle of wine and a brac

garrison, who
under-

Nothing would satisly the neighbors that an |

Sh.uld such a slate of affairs long continue,
Richmond, Washington and New York will be
entitled to a similar meed of notorious infamy.

MEDIATION AND INTERVENTION. —~ The
Toronto Leader, a strong advocate of media-
tion, makes a marked distinction between the
two above terms—so conepicuous of late in
the vocabulary of diplomac; :

“Intervention,” it eays, ‘““usually implies
force, the fortiter in re. Mediation implies
friendly interposition, the suaviler in modo.
That the time has come for mediation by some
powers of suflicient imporiance to render their
remonstrance «f weight will hardly be denied.
The war has reached a stage which should
attract the serions attention of the whole
world; and the time appears to be rapidly
drawing on when the utmost degree of culpa-
bility will attach to those neutral pwers
which shall longer refuse to bring the full
weight of a most solemn protest agaiust the
continuance of the war to bear wupon the two
belligerent powers. There is nothing more
clearly taught in the law of nations than that
the interests of humanity call upon foreign
powers to take such a course.”

Tur Negw Pore.—Geo. Francis Train has
nominated Archbishop Hughes for the next
Pope—and discarding Rome, selects for him
a residence on the banks of the Hudson. He

(Train) says:

“Rome is exploded. The holy places are ne
longer at Jerusalem. The Catholic Chureh js
working wes ward. Catholiesnever go round
among our people with a hat, They are not
Christian beggars. They never talk politics
in the pulpit. They do not believe b'ark men
are any hetter than white men. The Catbolic
Church in America otight to demand the Pa- -

pal see for Joln of New York. Thetimes are
changing.”

e

Tue New EKixe o Grerce,—A Dritish

rossip-correspondent says:

“Prince Alfred will sorely be King of
Greeeces that he is now being frasted, stufled
in advance, for the office, at Corfu, and tbat
he ig a bright boy, smarter than the Priice of
Wales, but not so sweet-tempered.”

Necro Reciments,—The New York Sun

gay::
«If Congre#s does not legislate on the negro
qestion with a vengeance it will net be tha
fau't of the radicala. Already Mr. Hickman,
of Pennsvlvania, has introduced a bill to raise
one hundred regiments of Africans for seven
ears or less, each man fo receive six dollara a
month as pay; one half of the regiments to be
retained in the service until the full term «f
seven years expires. The second section pro-

atal [and the appo
o of | at lilil’i*:,l of $3,000 per year pack,”

ides for the establishment of ocesn ateamers
;:t::nan New York and Liberia for the trane-

of freedmen, mails and pasaengers,
i Jﬁ'&unt :rt three ecmmissionerg

.



