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THE NEW CITY CHARTER.

THE Municipal blil, about which so
much has been said, was Introduoced
in the Legislature today. It Is a
voluominous document and bears
evidence throughout of careful and
able preparation. We have not time
or space to comment upon it at any
length, but we will give an epitome of
the changes which it coutemplates in
our ¢ity government:

It s a general act tor the
jncorporation aud goverument of
metropolitan cities in thls Territory.
Al cities are to be deemed metropolitan
which have s population of 40,000 or
more. They are to be each divided
ioto twelve municipal wards. At pres-
eut this, of course, only aflects Salt
Liake City.

The City Counclil i8to be composed of
two houses—a Board of Delegates con-
pisting of twelve members, one from
each municlpal ward, elected by the
qualified voters thereof, and a Board of
Aldermen consisting of six members,
one from each district ecmpoged of Lwo
coutiguous wards, elected by the qual-
ified voters of the distriet. They are
to serve for two years at an anoual
salary of $300. IEach house is to elect
iin own President. The electione are
to oceur on the Tuesday after the first
Monday in November of each year,
-commencing in 1892, hut are so arrang-
a1 that after the first election, that for
the Aldermen wlll ovecur in the even
years, and that for the Delegates und
uvther officers in the vdd years,

The two houses of the Counell arb
put to meet on the same weel. Ivery
measure must receive n majority vole
of each separate house. Thus no ordi-
nance can be passed in & rush, but the
members and the publle will have at
Jeast a week to conslder anything pro-
pused. Two days must intervene be-
tween meetings of the two kou-es In
oase of a speciilsession. The Mayor is
pot an officer of either house and hus
no vote therein, but has the power of
limited veto whlch may be overcome
by a two-thirds vote of both houses.

The powers of the City Council are
pomewhat enlargeld, comprebending
all those now exercised here and in

the Deuver municipality. No saloon
is to be permitted withln 200 feet of a
chureh or school house, no femalen are
to be nilowed as waiters, other proper
restrictions are imposed, and a liguor
license may be revoked when necessary
after a fair invegtigation..

The Mayor is made the chief execu-
tive officer witb a salary of three thou-
sand doilare a year. ‘Theother execu-
tives are, a Board of Puobllc Worke, a
Fire and Police Board. each compeosed
of three persvns, vne of whom sball be

of a different pnarty from that
of the Mayor, a Treasurer, Au-
ditor, Clerk, Attorney, Xngineer,

Btreet Commissloner and Water Com-
missloner, All are to bhold office for
two years. The Mayor, Treasurer and
Clerk are to be elected by the votes of
the city at large, the other officers
named are to be appointed by the
Mayor and confirmed by the Board of
Aldermen. They may be removed for
cause nnder proper restrictions as to
investigation.

The judicial department consiste of
a Justice of the Peace for the city,
elected hy the voters at large, who
will bave exclusive jurisdiction of all
cazes Arising under the city ordinances.
This witl leave the precinet Justices to
act under the 1aws of the Territory and
leave ench department to its proper
sphere, '

The city finances are limited o this
way: The tax for contingent expenses
is mot to exceed five mills on the dol-
lar; wot to exceed three mills for
npening sand improving streets; oot to
exceed five mille for procuring waler
Yor the city; oot to exceed three mills
for sewers fnd drains. Thig ie a reduc-
tion ioetend of an inerease as repre-
sented in the “*Liberal’ organ, which
rajess n falve alarm. The maximum
now for opening and improviog
streets is five mills, for procuring
water ten mlile, fur sewers flve mills,
Therefore lnstead of ralslog the
pussible percentage, the bil} re-
duces it nine mills on the dollar,
Paving and sewerage, as uow, is to
be met by local assessments. Bewers
are public, district or private. The
main sewers are pubic, to be paid for
out of the treasury, the others by the
present method.

In protesting ngainst a local assess-
ment the measurement of foot frontage
of propery ia to be considered iustead
of the assessed value. Bo that If the
owners of o majority of the foot front-
age object to the assessment it will not
prevail. Thisis more just and equitable
thap the present arrangement.

No pgrade for atreets or side-
walks can be changed without the
consent of two-thirde of the frontage
owners. o

The treasurer may seleot adepository
tor city funds, but interest Is to be re-
quired of the hanker and » bond in the
sum of $200,000.

The office of City Assesgor and Col-
lector ia to be abolished. The County
A ssessor is te make a special column of
the property within the ¢ity limits, the
County Clerk is to designale the
amounts on the tax list, and the
County Collector 1s to collect al} city
and local ti:xes. Thus the taxpayer
will receive his demand for nll taxes of
every description on one potice, and
there will be no difference of valuation
for one tax more than for another,

No bonded indebtpess can be entered
ioto without the consent of a majority
of the legal voters. All money for
public hizprovements is to be expended
by the Boeard of Public Worke; which
will bave exclusive contro! of the
waler works department and appoint
the necessary officers and workmen.

The Fire and Police Board will reg-
ulate both these departmonts, appoint
the Chief,assistant chiefs, fire wardens
and other employes of the fire depart.
ment. Also Chief of Police, necessary
captains and other officers and patrol-

meu of the police depart-
ment, &and remove them for
proper  cause, The  office of

City Muarshal is thus abolished. A
Pollce Matron is to be appointed, with
auch assistants as may be necessary,
which is an excellent improvement,
for the benefit of arrested women and
children,

A Board of Heslth is to be appoint-
od, with power to abate nuisances and
to regulate all matters relating to the
sanitary condition of the city.

Provislons are made to fill vacancies,
to prescribe the duties of the various
departments and officere mentioned In
this synpopsls, and for the general
welfare of the city. Jf the bill
passes fu ita present  form
a8 to elections, either the present
incumbents of the city offices will
hold over untll the Istday of January,
1893, or the officers elected in Feb-
ruary of this year will bold their
offices only until that date.

We coneider the peneral scope and
provisions of the measure excellent,
The extra expense of the changes in-
volved ig but small in comparison with
the advantages to be derlved, and we
think the hill will be recognized by
the majority of the legisiators ae pos-
pessing unusual merits.

The committes that prepared it are
to be commended for their work. It
consists of the Mayor, City Attorney,
five members of the City Councll and
five members of the Chamber of Com-
merce. They engaged the services of
Honp. F.B.Richards, who hasdevoted hig



