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THE NEW CITY CHARTER

thimTHE mumunicipal bill about which soBO

much hasbaa been said was introduced
in thehe legislature today it laIs a

voluminousvoluminous document and bears
evidence throughout of careful and
able preparation we have not time
or spaceapace to comment upon it rtat any
length but we will give an epitome of
the changes which it contemplates in
our city government

it tola a general act for the
incorporation and government of

metropolitan cities in this territory
A 11 cities are to be deemed metropolitan
which have a population of or
more they are to be each divided
into twelve municipal wards at pres-
ent this of course only affects salt
lake city

the city council Isistoto be composed of
two houses a board of delegates con-
sisting ajof twelve members one from
each municipal ward elected by the
qualified voters thereof and a board of
aldermen consisting of six members
one from each district composed of two
contiguous wardswarda elected by the qual-
ified voters of the district they are
to serve for two years at an annual
salary of each house is to elect
Usits own president the elections are
to occur on the tuesday after the first
nondaymonday in november of each year
commencingrommen in 1892 but are soBO arjang
a i that after the first election that for
the aldermen will occur in theaventhe even
3 ears and hiatbat frfor the delegates and
other officers in the odd years

the two hauses of the council arb
nut to meet on the same deeff every
measure must receive a majority vote
of sucheach sepaseparateseparates housebouse thus no ordi-
nance can be passed in a rush but the
members and the public will have at
least a week to consider anything pro
posed two days must intervene be-
tween meetings of the two douses in
case of a special session the mayor is
not an officer of either house and has
no vote therein but has the power of
limited veto which maybemay be overcome
by a two thirds vote of both houseshomes

the powers of the city council are
somewhat enlarged comprehending
all those now exercised here and in

the denver municipality no saloon
is to be permitted within feet of a
church or school house no females are
to be allowed as waiters other proper
restrictions are imposed and a liquor
license may be revoked when necessary
after a fair investigation i

the mayor is made the chief execu-
tive officer with a salary of three thou-
sand dollars a year the other execu-
tives are a board of public works a
fire and police board each composed
of three persons one of whom shall be
of a different party from that
of the mayor a treasurer au-
ditor clerk attorney engineer
street commissioner and water corn
missionermissloner all are to hold office for
taptwp years the mayor treasurer and
clerk are to be elected by the votes of
the city at large the other officers
named are to be appointed by the
mayor and confirmed by the board of
Alderaldermenmea they may be removed for
cause under proper restrictions as to
investigation

the JudijudicialcIR department consists of

a Jnoticejustice of the peace for the city
elected by the votersvotersatat large who
will have exclusive jurisdiction of all
cases arising under the city ordinances
this will leave the precinct justices to
act under the laws of the territory and
leave each department to itsita proper
sphere

the city finances are limited in this
way the tax for contingent expenses
is not to exceed five mills on the dol-
lar not to exceed three mills for
opening and improving streets not to
exceed five mills for procuring water
turor the cit to exceed three mills
for sewers and drains this is a reduc-
tion isteadinstead of an increase as repre-
sented in the liberal organ which
raises a falm alarm the maximum
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now for opening and improving
streets is five mills for procuring
wawwater ten mills for sewers five mills
therefore instead of raising the
pospossiblesibbi percentage the bill re-
duces it nine mills onan the dollar
paving and sewerage as now is toio
be met by local assessmentsassessment sewers
are public district or private the
main sewerssewen are pupublicabdo to be paid for
out of the treasury the others by the
present haemethod

in protesting against a local assess-
ment the measurement of foot frontage
of property is to be considered instead
of the assessed value sogo that if the
owners of a majority of the foot front-
age object to the assessment it will not
prevail this isin more jjustnet and equitable
than the present arrangement

no grade for streets orof side-
walks can be changed without the
consent of two thirds of the frontage
owners

the treasurertreaaurer may select a depository
torfor city funds but interest is to be re-
quired of the banker and a bond in thther
sum of

the office of city assessor nodand col-
lector toIs to be abolished the county
assessor inie to make a special column of
the property within the city limits the
county clerk laIs to designate the
amounts on the tax list and the
county collector Isis to collect all city
and local mixes thus the taxpayerpayer
will receive his1 I demand for all taxestakes of
every description on one notice and
there will be no difference of valuationevaluation
for one tax more than for another

JQN 9 bonded ness can be entered
into without the consent of a majority
of the legal voters all money for
public improvements is to be expended
by the boardeboard lof public works which
will have exclusive control of the
water works department and appoint
the necessary officers and workmen

the pirefire and police board will reg-
ulate both these departments appoint
the Chief assistant chiefs fire wardens
and other employedemployes of the fire depart-
ment also chief of police necessary
captains and otherother officers and patrol-
men of the police depart-
ment and remove them for
proper cause the office of
city marshal is thus abolished A
police matron is to be appointedappo buted with
such assistants as may be necessary
which is10 RDan excellent improvement
for the benefit of arrested women and
children

A board of health is to be appoint-
ed with power to abate nuisances andand
to regulate all matters relating to the
sanitary condition of the city

provisions are made to fill vacancies
to prescribe the duties of the various
departments and officers mentioned in
this synopsis and for the general
welfare of the city if the bill
passes in its present form
as to elections either the present
incumbents of thothe city offices will
bold over until the lot day of january
1893 or the officers elected in feb-
ruary of this year will hold their
offices only until that date

we consider the general scope and
provisions of the measure excellent
the extra expense of the changes in-
volved in but small in comparison with
the advantages to be derived and we
think the bill will be recognized by
the majority of the legislators asan pos-

sessing unusual merits
the committee that prepared it are

to be commendedoommended for their work it
consists of the mayor city attorney
five member of the city council and
five members of the chamber of com-
merce they engaged the services of
hon who hade voted hie


