
62 vedVEL Q mewsN ewe pelpet 5

REPORT OHON A PORTION OF
THE GOVERNORS MESSAGE

enosa portionspor tionallona of the governors
message to the legislative assem-
blybly relating to political situation
fcpolygamy andanti governmental
action having been referred by the
council to the committees on
judiciary and education the two
committees jointly considered the
subject named and on friday last
by councilorscouncillorsCounci lors wells and thatcher
presented a report which was read
and ordered printed for the further
consideration of the councilCounell

your committee to whom was re-
ferred so much of the governors
message as relates to tbthee POIpolpoliticalI1

situation polygamy and gov-
ernmentalernmental action beg leave to
submit the following report

were we not impelled by aft sense
of duty in justice to ourselves our
constituents and all upright menmeil
to notice this part of the message
we wo id gladlygladia pursue that most
excellent andaud efficient policy of our
honorable and intelligent predecea
sorsbors who have usually borne with
great patience and forbeforbearancearancegrance
treating with silent indifference the
slanderous harangues on these sub
ejects usually given at the opening
of our legislative assemblies but
the seemingly united persistencestence in
yurlurforcingcinifini upon congressgonUon gress and a toowo
credulous public just nowanow false and
calumniating misrepresentations in
regard to the matters treated upon
in his excellency is political situ-
ation must be our apology for de-
viatingNr in the present instance from
those wise andend perhaps more digni-
fiedfiednied examples of the past

gitofitoto assimilate the territory of
utah in eoso far as laws andarid business
are concerned with the country of
which it is and must forever be an
important part laIs a recommenda-
tion we would gladly carry into
effect we believe it always bashas
been done BOso far as the labors of this
body could accomplish it the first
laws ofaf the territory were chiefly
copied from the statute books of older
and more experienced states and
territories being simply adapted and
made applicable to the wants cir-
cumstances

cir-
cumcumstances and location of our peo-
pleI1eanand bincesince then our laws have
been largely drawn from the revis-
ions of the states of new yorkvorkyorkkork cal-
ifornia and other statesabcabb ites and terri-
tories which command the greatest
legal acumen and ability that the
country affords

aaAs to busbubbusinessinesso where there is any
lack or obstruction we maintain on
the bestbeat possible authority it is not
through the dedelreire or practice of the
pepermanentmanent and representative citi
zens of oar territory but arises
from the treacherous reports of a
turbulent and unscrupulous transi
toly element who seek continually
to misrepresent the people of the
territory to increase and exasper-
ate the publicpublio prejudice against
them in order to obtain inimical
legislation from congress and other-
wise disturb the general tranquilltranquilityty
capital is sensitive and seldom
seeksbeeks investment in the midst of
turmoil forced or otherotherwise your
committee are aware that official
threaten ings and the invidious mut

of self constituted political
missionaries have made foreign
capital timid and regret it quite as
much as hishia excellency can treso
aletheare the obstructions to business and
the only ones thatthai your committee
are conscious of if it were in the

ow r of the legislative assem
Eblyly to effect the abilabaiabolishmenthinant ol01

such characters or ti0 correct by le-
gal enactment those vicious misrep-
resentations they would doubt-
less mostmoat cordially operatecooperateco
with the executive in doing
BOso with the confident belief
that such enactment as stated
by his excellency 1 would open
wide thethle gatesgales to capcapitaltal nudand thrift
to peaceable and enlarged industries
and would gladden the homes of the
entire resireaiaresidentenuent populationiopu lation of the
territory but your committee are
fearful that legislative powers in
this reject areate curtailed

the next point in thetile political
situation is the recommendation

to secure thotilo full blessings bfof
american citizenship under the
constitution andanil its benign laweawe
how gladly would we and our one
hundred and tiftyfifty taothousandusand
uenta secureescure unto ourselves this
highest and most precious heritage
of our illustrious forefatherforefatherssi who
niage it the proudest tilingin g in life to
hobe freemen of the glorious rfpub-
lic they onderunder the favor of god
establishedhed but sad audand un erub
hcanman noa it meymay inbe linotills blessing fgis

denied us webehavehave sought to be
thusthua endowed trying by ouiour loyal-
ty inindustryus and patience to deserve
itt anani I1 have offered our prayers to
thosehose wwho0 have the power to bestow
it in freedoms name in the name
of those whovrho made political freedom
a possibility but we have been un-
answered letlot his Eexcellencyxcellency in-
dicate how these petitionstlonationa may be
rendered more effective and we will
join with him in another effort to
be heard

in regard to accepting religious
frfreedom from the supreme court
the didivinelyvively inspired constitution of
the united states guarantees the
rights of conscongconscienceclence and we suppose
the various religious establishments
and denominations in the territory
ofor utah accept their religious be-
liefs from the throne of god sur-
rounded by the courts of heaven
and we know of no orthlyo tribunal
potentate or power that cabcanean right-
fully declare what is or Is not or
dictate what shall or shall not be
mena religious belief

upon the supremacy of the con-
stitutionution we were agreeably im-
pressed with the beautiful rhetorical
figure the executive employs to ex-
press our reli to the consti-
tution audand laws hebesayasaysbays As the
bunsun controls the solar riyasystemtem eoso
must the constitution and laws of
the united states control youryourakac
tinstinb and mine
the force of this simile we cordially
acAu leoce in the principleit

butDUI would suggest toTO theme hon-
orable

non
members of the assembly

that for obvious teasonreason having a
bmw rn terrtnational reputation they contem-

plate themselvesthemelves operating in
the paths of anynuy of the
planetspianola of the system even
the obscure ellipses of the asteroids
rather than encroach upon the path
iaoflo peculiarly appropriate3 to hishia exc-
ellencycel lency the orbit of venus

your committee would be gratified
if his excellency K it
will ever habe his endea-
vor to promoteprofnoto the bestbeat interests of

people came with greater
assurance but thishis fair promise As

hammerelham perel with such singularly con-
tradictory conduct that to expresslyexpress ltit
mildly we are dumbfounded it
does not appear to your committee
that the effort of hishig exceliaExcellexcellencyneyneyncy to
deprive the people of utah of their
votes cast for the gentleman of their
choice to represent them in the
halls of congress and to foist upon
that honorable body a comparatively
unknown personpermon purporting to be
their representative iais
with the expression of interest for
their welfareeq couchcouched so eloquently
in his message to this hodybody he
has exhibited either lamentable
ignoranceignorante aia to the value of suffrage
as one of the bestbeat inhere ts of
people or is hopelessly lost to a
sense of justice in attempting to
pervert theirxhelo presedexpressedex will in
either case whether in assuming
to know better than the people
themselves do what their dododrodesiredro is
in the matter of representation or
in ignoring and despising their
votes we find nothingnothI1n to inspire
them with confidence iniThish Is profess-
ed friendship furthermore and in
harmony with this flagrant at
tempt to nullify the peoplespeopled votes
current reports widely circulated
and not denied indicate that the
governor in his recent eastern tour
hiashas reiterated and sanctioned
the infamousramousJu proposition to dedo

the people of utah
ofor even theme degree of01 americanamerican ciucitcit-
izenshipiz and freedom they now en
oy to destroy the legislative as-

sembly to whom birhis messagemenage isis ad
dandand to create in its stead an

appointed commission more in beep-
ing

keep-
ing with thetil e tyraltyr ai governmentsgovern ninn ts
of effete monarchies than with the
enlightened civilization of our coun-
try if the rumor prove true that
governor murray has so far forgot-
ten the first principlesplesplea of political
liberty so dear to elerrybyrypry american
heart as to in any way counten-
ance the above suggestion we have
no henihemihesitationtation as a
traitor to the besthest intereststerestain of
people who m holie profestesfettes to serve
but we would rather believele lieve thiathiis re-
port to bebei a fabrication indeed from
thetile patriotism his excellency so
freely in hisuia message we
enncan scarcely entertain the thought
that one who knows the honesty

arulfidelityi industry and peaceable
character of people can be
depraved enough to sansant tion so enor-
mous and outrageous an usurpation
of theirheir dearest nightsright

your committee repudiate thetile in-
sinuation of hishia excellency that
this legislative assembly is not rep

of the people benavewe nave
not come hereliero as representatives of
any church creed or religious estab-
lishmentlishment and would deplore as

muchasmuch aa any one or ananyY body of
people the ascendancy of
or the dominion of prpriestlyes tlv and ec-
clesiastical influence prpredominatinged mina ting
over the minds of lelegislatorsgislatorb or the
civil authority of the government
we have

i
already bufferedsuffered too much

and arearb laboring under too
much oppression from similar
causes not to bobe keenly alive to
all such pernicious influences
on the contraryarki we have come
from the people of the Tenitoryas
their political
freely and fairly by a republican
ballot our constituents are a pro-
gressivegressive people who have thrown
off the dogmas egotism big-
otry and superstition of the past so
characteristic of the selfbeio appointed
world lings who assume to lord it
over gods heritage for filthy lucres
sake and hirelinghirel lug priests who di-
vine for monemoneyyandand preach for birelitre
mahnmaeng g merchandise of mensmena souls
and who combine together to des-
troy the innocent and try to dictate

I1 to others what they shall or ounOUR
not believe or practice had your
committee the assurance that the
governor is as free from such influ-
ences as alnieaiee the representatives koivnow
assembled and people whose
representativerepresentativesa they are weve would
experience less regret in report-
ing upon this part of hisbis message
histits excellency can however restrests
assured that in our opinion in no
sense should the church be
ulacplacededbyby law over the state or
other civil government although
the influence of gods religion on the
mind of man stimulates him to good
deeds to love his neighbor to ebiefien
neblenebie his nature to cause gimhimhim to
observe and keep his official intas
and solemn obligations and better
quaqualifieslides him to obey and administer
the law

your committee are confidentconfident
that the legislative assembly of
utah will not pass a law concerning
any church or establishment of re-
ligion of any kindbind name or nature
for it would be an unconstitutional
law if they should and an examina-
tion of the statutes of the territory
will disclose no law ofot that charac-
ter unless authority for chartering
religious educational and
benevolent institutions can be poeo

therefore it follows that
the assertion of the governor that
political power is wielded by church
authority throughout utah iais not

a fact
it may be conceded that the of-

ficers of thetho church exerexercisecleecise author-
ity in affairs 1 but not in
the sensebense in which his excellency
wishes to be understood what of-
ficer of any church does not exer-
cise authority in temporal affairs
Isisitit not temporal to build houeshouses
of worship to officiateclateclato at wed-
dings and funeralfunerals9 to preach and
travel from i lace to place to collect
money for charitable missionary or
benevolent purposes temporal to
print and circulate tracts bibles
and other religious publications to
own and operate large and extensive
book concerns tnili thebethese respects of-
ficers of churches in utah as else
wh re exercise temporal authority in
temporal aloalTaffairsairs but that
sovereignty of thetile church is bupkup
reme antiand its practices followed ththothe
laws and courts to the contrary
whatever that means is not a fact
and for the bestbeat of all reasons
namely because there are no
nor courts contrary to the church
neitherdelther iutlutindeedfeediced cmcin therodethetherereberobebe fo
anyhingthing ofui lualluauthat kindkinu would beue un-
constitutional consequently null
and void

if we understand the political
sentiment of people they are
only tootooggialgiadiatilail for the un ted states
government to rule supreme exer

Usits undoubted right and
sovereignty within its constitution-
al limits sudaud authority for there are
no people within tbthea broabraalA boundary
of its proud domain who honor
love and reject it more or who
have more needomneed of ane exercise of
its protecting care in all of its great
humanity than its citizens inhabit-
ing these mountain valleys who ap-
peal for itsita protection against thetile
wicked schemes and machinationsmachination
of such as are combined and actively
operating torfor their overthrow and
destruction

referring toiu thatgiaui portion of hiseki
cellenceliencybcyd message regarding as

and bour rambesssess ments tithing your com-
mittee beg t report that they are
nitint aware that assessments for
political or other purposessesEes are ex-
acted by or from persons holding
public office under thetho authority of
the territory

and while 61 voluntary contribu-
tions luin ailaidnilnii of church or charity
and in hid of popoliticalI1 it ical parties may
as state J be commendable yet we
can but feel that it might justly be

deemed presumption on the part of
the negiabegialatUrell to attempt civil
service reform by enacting lawsevs
forbidding assessments for political
purposes by oyor from our generalI1
government officiala however
much we may deplore the annoying
effects of the system under chica
this Is accomplished or however
much we mayway sympathize with
those who are subjected by reasonreasoh
of their appointment by the gener-
al

gener-
isa government to office inn ththisIs wortorterr-

itory to such assAstassessedlessed exactions
we submit that its not
our prerogative nor iaIs it in our
power to correct the evilsevil of a partyparity
system over which aaas legislators of a
territory i we havebave no control what-
ever bepwe therefore can only ex
prespresssounsourouroun regret that such assess
mentsmenta fr politicalml purposes are
not as intimated by his excellen-
cycys messamessagegei entirely voluntary

bandiuk the insinuations
of his excellency to the contrary
your committee are not aware
that exactions of tithing for
politicalicalcai or other purposes aremady
by any public office or meersofficersoffomm or
by anyapy corporation orgrifsits agents or-
ganized under the laws of the tarriTerr
tory we are however as
bals and not aaas lawmakerslaw makers aw ireize
latjat many of our constituents being

members of a religious bollybody joojwoknown
as the church of jesus letchrist 0off
latter day saints do from religionsa
motives voluntarily contributeI1 bu fdfarr
church and charitable purposes
tithing and other donadouadonationstiong wouldwould
lisaishisals excellency after havingtonbavinghaving porn
mended such voluntary contribu-
tions

abu
havebave ha territorial Lelegislagisli

ture enact laws the samebame
in the territory of utah the pay-
ment of tithingipg like contributes
for missionary charitacharltacharitable1 and other
church purposed bybythelthet members 04p
other religious bodies is clearly an

matter with which aa
law makers we havehavo nothing whalwhat-
ever to dobodotodo BO long as the
eibeelse thereof does not interfere with
the rights and liberties of others
tithing ignotis not as we understand it
a new doctrine forassorasfonfor as a ii

and duty abraham faldfaidpaid
tithes to about
years ago we are iinotot aware how-
ever that oceroleuOlereractions of tithing
are made in this territory even by
ecclesiastical autauthorityhoritybority but sup
posingillichng they were there is no law by
which payment can bobe enforced
nornorianuriais it likely there ever will be
for it is a mattermattei not within the
constitutional province of legislativelegislatiye
enactment af atlyably citizen in the
territory feels aggrieved boytoy reason
of the payment of althestithes or other
church donations hebe holds the re-
medy in his own hands by simply
renouncing connection with aanyny re
legious body requiring such dona-
tions

your committee heartily endorse
the just sentiment soiso pathetically
expressed by his excellency that

the poor man who earna a dollar
by the sweat of hishla brow is entitled
to that dollar previous legisla-
tures of the territory of ataki have
not recognized1 zed this nightright
the passage of an act to provide
for a mechanicsmechanical and laborers lienjien
approved february 1869 had
in view the most approved method
known to them of enabling the la-
boring man to collect his dollar
when ha hadbad earned it by 00he
sweat of his brow if hishia excel
lencyleney will in any future comcomminimuni
cation inform us of a single instance
wherewhereinin this territory 16 public of-
ficers

t
whether preprecinctcinet county or

territorial iliaviIli ave sought I1 y oppres-
sive exactions to dispossess him of
any part of it in any other manner
than in payment of a legal obliga-
tion then will we join with thefhe
governor in pronouncing all such
not only unfaithful servants of the
people they serve but un-
worthy of the confidence and
support of those who elected
them to positions of honor ndand
trust the laws of the territory
not only provide the means by which
thetb e poor man may collect aphishibhis dol-
lar A hen earned but they alsoniso ex-
empt it from execution after he laalasas
earned and collected it your comcorn
citteemi ltee note this fact for the infor-
mation of those who may not have
been previously aware of it

regarding thatinai partpare of01 his exaf
message referring to

polygamy your committee beg re-
spectfullyfully to eaysay that they are igno-
rant efof the fact iff it is a fact that
1 I the system of plural wives had
been properly defined in the camicabicom i
mon law as polypoispolygamygarnygainy foifor we had
supposeJ the word to refer t a plu-
rality of husbands aspus well we
were however not ignorantign rant that
congressCongressgresa had by special en-
actmentactment made bigamy or polygamy
a crime in14 thothe territories but were

not then alleable to underunderstandstan nornoi
havebave wowe since been able to seegee hoq

motis eitpit
more than one wikwife rrbwith theorgethe freesree
consent of all partly concerned
could be by our n lawmanmak
emerbera confounded arldand classedcussed with
bigamy the very esseessenceried jor the
crime of whichich consists in the deceit
practicedpractised upon and thetho consequent
injury done toitojto the huq and or
without the oir
ialavaassentsen t pfafS the aggrieved partpartyy atiyayy
any renownknoian aawa ofbf jeanott pr lo10logictoc
your committee falatofall to per
ceide any ariaaxiaanalogyagn between the
honorable upright aridi
ap

ttreacherousI1

rearen
I1

cheivous breaking of
themthere majority of
popeoplete believedbelhbelFeved bhenen asa they
nnowpw wetb 0 act io be notot only
special and

in that it prohibits I

shefreethetho froefreeee exercise of a partWC of0 theintheir
religion babuthut ey apt foalifail11 6b reig
cognize thetho pomerpower of congressConcodgresa un-
der pressure to eilenactact aasa an expedi-
ent

expel
thatwit oroi elimFlimmuarilartiar laws

oheythey can only
view them in the light lot history
anonnaan experience as imprudentarft but
chachilevous aud dangerous tbthe great
bitafita teaman and patriot gedrgegeorge
Wahwashingtoningtonlugton in his farfarewell address
to the AmerlameriamericacA fore vetovelog

i perhaps the dapedapp of such
rentsens waswat burdene3 with ampre
hrnaigndpn wb I1 le gohcohcob tingling the
future of 0ourur great xiexianaunayon fie
eacajeyatD one uiof theA expedients waof
party to acquire influence within
particular iala to misrepresent
the and simsaims ofot ather dis-
trictstritrlets you cabnet shield youree lyoa
too tnmuchuch the jealousies aad
heart buTburburningsninga which spring from
hesegeee tileytiles tendwrid
to renderrenden ajenaien to cacheach other those
who ought ioto be bobound logetoge r by
fraternal afaffection
everta hard mastemaster rh taught the
people ot maulutah howhony painfully true
thesetheau wise lakings of aboabe greatgreatt
statesmanptaata havehilvei pwovenloven while pa-
tientlytiently almaimalmosti

0sit uncomplainingly
endenduringing the ofnaf ter
rdionalI1 I1 0r governgovernmentmint aggravated
by unscrupulous official they
have been ac-
cused of disloyalty j andfond otherwise
vilely misrepresented
and that too by those who have
been sent by our general govern-
ment to rulejule the tppeopleeople foster the
interest of the territory and admin-
ister justice and equity without
bigotry or biasblas invested ath al
most unlimited power many of
them have used it as

overoven
beat for freedomfreedafreed pm and who are more
loyal to theltheirnaC antry thear coun
arystry nag and theirthein country con-
stitutionution than oppressorsors know howbow
to be

in speaking of theahe innovations
might be made under spe-

cious pretexts upon the princiaprInprinciplescip of
thettha constitution washington fur-
ther says 1 I one methodi of assault
may betohetobe to essecteffect ia14 the forms of the
constitution alterations which swill
impair the energy of the ayssybternand
djusus to undermine what cannot be
diredirectlyetly overthrown

i if in thebhe opinion of the
people thetho distributionbutton or modifies

of the constitutional powers be
in giuyany particular wrong be
corrected by an amendmenta in
the way which the constitution
designates but let there be no
chanzchangechangeryebyby usurpation for though
thisthih in one instance may be the
instrument of goodait iala the cus-
tomary weapon by which frefrofrefro gov-
ernmentsernments areara destroyed the pre-
cedent must aldayaalwaywasat greatly over-
balance in permanent evil any
transient benefit which the useusa canean
at any time yieldeldeid thetha great
charter of aaneAineamericanrican liberty and law
declares among other things
that I congress shallthail make no law
respecting the establishment of re-
ligion or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof but notwithstand-
ing this positive prohibition and
notwithstandinganding the inspirational
warning of the father ofor his country
congress did in the year of0 our
lord one thouthousandbandtand eight hundred
adaida d sixty a law prohibit-
ing under fineline andslid im
pr son ment ththe free exercise of the
religion of than hundred thou-
sand

u more klauklag a4
peaceful loyal citizens many of

whom are the descendants of revo
lutionary siresbireschirwa ahnthe highest brihntribu-
nal of the land havingbaving pronounced
the act constitutional we bovbowbo to
theauthority of supreme nationalIt ionallonal
adudiLation but while patiently
submitting to aheabe whatever
they may be wowe knowkaow that the
rights of0 conscience hayebaye beenbecjoeenn in-
vadedevaded and our religious privileges

i the practise of which huhaa never en
broachedcroached upon the lights nor in


