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REPORT ON A PORTION OF
THE GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

THaOSE portions of the Governor’s
message to the Legislative Assem-
bly relating to “ Political Situation,”
“Polygamy” and “Governmental
Actlon” having been referred by the
Council to the committees on
Judiciary and Education, the two
. committees jointly considered the
subject named, and on Friday last,
by Councilors Wells and Thatcher,
presented a report, which was read
and ordered printed for the further
consideration of the Council:

Your committee, fo whom was re-
ferred so much of the Governor’s
message as relates to the ““Political
Bituation,” “Polvgamy” and ““Gov.
ernmental Aection,” beg leave to
submit the following report:

Were we not impelled by a sense
of duty, in justice to ourselves, our
constitnents, and all upright men,
to notice this part of the message,
we wo 'ld gladly pursue that most
excellent and efficient poliev of our
honorable and intelligent predeces-
sors, who have usually borne with
great patience and forbesrance,
treating with silent indifference the,
slanderous harangues on these sub-
jects nsually given at the opening
of onr Lecislative Assemblies. But
the seemingly united peraistence in

denied us. We have sought to be
thus endowed, tryin& by our loyal-
ty, industry and patience to deserve
it, an1 have offered our prayers to
those who have the power to bestow
it infreedom’s name, in the name
of those who made political freedom
a possibility, but we have been un-
answered. et His Excellency in-
dicate how these retitions may be
rendered more effective and we will
oin with him in another effort to
heard.

In regard to accepting religious
freedom from the Supreme Court,
the divipely inspired Constitution of
the United States guarantfees the
rights of conscience, and we suppore
the various religions establishments
and denominations in the Territory
of Uwah accept their religious be-
liefs from the throne of God sur-
rounded by the courts of heaven,
and we know of no e rthly tribunal,
potentate or power that can right-
fully declare what is or is not, or
dictate what shall or shall not be,
men’s religious belief,

Upon the supremacy of the Con-
stitution, we were agreeably im-
pressed with the beautiful rhetorical
figure the Executive employs to ex-
press our rela lonship to the (‘onsti-
tution and laws. He says: ‘““As the
sun controls the solar system, go
must the Constitution and laws of
the United States control your ac-
tins and mine.,” Acknowledging
the force of thissimile, we cordially
acquiecce in the principle‘it embo-

forcing npon Congress and a toe
eredulous publie, just now, false and
calumniating misrepresentations in
regard to the matters treated upon
in His Excellency’s ‘“Political Sita-
ation,” must be our apology for de-
viating in the present Instance from
those wise and perhaps more digni-
fled examples of the past.

“To assimilate the Territory of
Utah, in =o far as laws and buriness
are concerned, with the country of
which it is and must forever be, an
- important part,” is a recommencia-
tion we would gladly carry into
effect. We belileve it always bhas
been done, so far as the labors of this
body could accomplish it. The first
lJaws of the Territory were chiefly
copled from the statute books of older
and more experlenced states and
territories, being simply adapted and
made applicable to the wants, cir-
cumstances and location of our peo-

le; and since then our laws have

n largely drawn from the revis-
jons of the States of New York, Cal-
ifornia and other states and terri-
tories which command the greatest
legal scumen snd ability that the
country affords. _ .

As to business, where there is any
lack or obstruction, we maintain on
the best possible authority, it is not
through the de-ire or practice of the
permanent and representative citi
gens of our Territory, but arises
from the treacherous reports of a
turbulent and unscrupulous transi-
tory element who seek centinually
to misrepresent the people of the
Territory, to increase and exasper-
ate the public prejudice against
them, in order to obiain inimieal
Jegislation from Congress, and other-
wise disturb the general tranquilily.
Capital is sensmilive, and =seldom
seeks investment in the midst of

turmoil, forced or otherwise; yourt

committee are aware that official
thireatenings and the invidious mut
terings of self-constituted political
missionaries hsve made foreign
capital timid, and regret it quite as
much as His Excellency can. These
are the obstructions tobusiness and

the only ones that your commitiee
are conscivus of, If it were in the

wer of the Legislative Assem
ly to effect the ab.lishment o
such characters or to correct by le-
gal enactment those vicious misrep-
resentations, they would doubt-
less most cordially co-operate
with the Executive in doing
so, with the confident belief
that such enactment, as stated
by His Excelleney, ‘*“would open
wide the gates to capita! and thrift,
to peaceable and enlarged industries
and would gladden the homes of the
entire resident population of the
Territory,” but your commitiee are
fearful that legislative powers in
this respect are curtlailed,

The next point 1n the *“Political
Situation” 1s the recommendation
“to secure the full blessings ol
A merican citizenship under the
Constitution and its benign laws,”
How gladly would we and our one
hundred and fifty toousand constit
pents secure unifo ourselves this
highest and most precious heritage
of our illustrious forefathers; who
ma te it the proudsst thing in life to
be freemen of the glorious Repub-
lic, they, under the favor of God,
established! But sad and uncepub.
Hcan ae it may be, thue blessing fs

dies, but would suggest to the hon-
orable membera of the Assembly
that, for obvious 1edson%, having a
national reputation, they contem-

plate themselves, operating in
the paths of any of the
planets of the gystem, even

the obacure ellipses of the Asteroids,
rather than encroach upon the path
so peculiarly appropriat> to His Ex-
cellency~—the orbit of Venus,

Your committee would be gratified
if His Excellency’s assertion,that it
will ever be his “most earnest endea-
vor to promote the best interests of
Utah’s people,” came with ter
assurance. Buat this fair promise is
hamperet with such singularly con-
tradictory conduct that to express it
mildly, we are dumbfounded. It
does not appear to your committee
that the effort of His Excellkney to
deprive the people of Utah of their
votes cast for the gentleman of their
choice to represent them in the
halls of Congress and to foist upon
that honorable body a cemparatively
unknown person, purporting to be
their representative, is consistent
with the expression of interest for
their welfare, couched =0 eloquently
in his message to this body. He
has exhibited either lamentable
ignorance as tothe value of suffrage,
as one of the best intere ts of Utah’s
people, oris hopelessly lost to a
sense of justice in attempting fo
pervert their expresced will. In
either case, whether in assuming
to know better than the ple
themselves do, what their desire is
in the maltter of representation, or
in ignoring and despiging their
votes, we find nothing to inspire
them with confldence in his profess-
ed friendship. Fuarthermore, and in
harmony with this flagrant at
tempt to nullify the ple’s votes,
current reports, widely circulated
and not denied, indicate that the
Governor in his recent eastern tour
has reiterated and esanctioned
the infamous proposition to de
ptive  the ple of TUtah
of even the degree of American cit-
izenship and freedom they now en-
joy; to destroy ihe Legislative As-
sembly to whom his message is ad.
dressed,"and to create in its stead an
appointed commisgion more in keep-
ing with the tyrarnical governments
of ellete monarchies than with the
enlightened civilization of our coun-
try, If the rumor prove true, that
(overnor Murray has so far forgot-
ten the first principles of political
liberty—so dear to ef@ry American
heart—as to in any way counten-
ance the above puggestion, we have
no hesitation in denouncing him as a
traitor to the best interests of Utah’s
people, whom he profesees (0 serve.
But we would rather believe this re-
port to be a fabrication; indeed from
the patriotism His Excellency so
freely expresses in his message, we
can scarcely entertain the thought
that one who knows the honesty,
fidelity, industry and- pesceable
character of Utah’s people, can be
depraved enough to san: tion soenor-
mous and oulrageous an usurpaiion
of their dearest rights.

Your committee repudiate the in-
sinuation of His Excellency that
this Legislative Assembly i not rep
resentative of the people. We nave
not come here &8s representatives of

any church, creed or religious estab-
lishment, and would deplore as

much as any

or the dominion of priest

civil suthority of the government

We have already suffered too muEh,
00
similar
to
influences,
On the contrary, we have come
leof the Teriitory as
their political representatives,chosen
freely and fairly by a republican
Our constituents are a pro-
gressive people, who have thrown
egotism, big-
otry and superstition of the past, so
characteristic of the self-appointed
worldlings who assume to lord it
over God’s heritage for filthy lucre’s
sake, and hireling priests who di-
vine for money and preach for hire,

and’ are laboring under
much oppression from
causes, not to be keenly
all such  pernicious

alive
from the peo

ballot.

off the dogmas,

mak ng merchandise of men’s souls,

and who combiae together to des-
troy the innocent and try to dictate
to others what they shall or shill
your | po
committee the assurance that the
Governor is a8 free from such influ-
ences as are the representatives now
assembled, and Utah’s people,whose

not believe or praclice, Had

representatives they are, we would

experience Jess regret in repoit-
n this part of his message,
xcellency can, however, rest

ing u
His

assured that in our opinion, in no
sense, should the
placed by

deeds, to love his neighbor, to en-
ncble his nature, to cause i:l
observe and kee

the law. -

Your commitiee are confident
the Legislative Assembly of
a law concerning
any church or establishment of re-

that
Utah will not pass

ligion of any kind, name or nature,

for it would be an uneconstitutionsal |
law if they rhould, and an examina-
tion of the statutes of the Territory
will disclose no law of that charac-
for chartering
religious, charitable,educational and
benevolent institutions ean be so
constiued, Therefore it follows that
the assertion of the governor: “That

ter; unless authority

political power is wielded by church

authority throughout Utah is” not

‘‘a fact.” :
It may be conceded ‘“that the of

ficers of the Church exercise author-
ity in temporal affairs,” but not in?

the sense in which His Exeellency

wishes to be understood. What of-
ficer of any church does not exer-

cise authority in temporal affairs

Is it not temporal to build houses

of worship, to officiate at wed-

dings and funerals, to preach and
travel from | lace to place, to collect
money for charitable, missionary or

benevolent purposes; temporal! to
print and circulate tracts, bibles
and other religious publications, to

own and operate large and extensgive

book concerns? Tn 'hese respects of-
ficers of churches in Utah as else-
wh« re exercise temporal authority in
temporal affairs, but that ¢ti

sovereignty of the church is sup-
reme and its practices followed, the
laws -and courts to the contrary,”
whatever that means, is not a fact;
and for the best of all

por courts contrary

and void,

If we understand the political
sentiment of Utah’s people, they are

only tooglad for the Un ted States
government to rule supreme, exer-
cizging its undoubted right and

sovereignly within its constitution-
al limits and authority, for there are
no people within the broai boundary
proud domain, who honor,
love and respect it more, or who
have more need of tne exercise of
its protecting care, in all of its great | not only provide the means by which
humanity than its citizens inhabit-
ing these mountain valleys, who ap-
peal for ils protection against the
machinations
of such as are combined and actively
operating for their overthrow and

of 1ts

wicked schemes and

Jdestruction.

Referring to that portion of HisEx-
cellency’® message regaiding “as-
sesegments and tithing,” your com-
mittee beg to repcrt that they are
that ‘‘assessments for
political or other purposes” are ex-
persons holding
public office unJder the authority of

n )t awae
acted “by or from

the Territory.”

And, while ‘“voluntary con'ribu-
tions in ail of church or charity,
and in aid of political parties,” may,

as gtated, be commendable

one, or any body of
peuple, the ascendancy of priesteraft
ly and ec-
clesiastical influence predominating
over the minds of legislators, or the

church be
law over the Btate or
cther civil government; although
the influence of God’s religion on the
mind of man stimulates him to good

im to
his official oaths
and solemn obligations, and better
qualifies him toobey and administer

reasons,
namely, because there are no laws
to the church,
neither indeed, cin there be, fo-
any hing of that kind would be un-
constitutional, consequently mnull

yet we
can but feel that it might justly be

deemed mﬂumpﬂun on the 0
the legislature; to attempt “‘civi

urposes “by or from” our
d vernment officials,

effects of the system wunder whic
this is accom

ever.

ments for politieal
not, as intimated by
cy’s message, entirely

your

that  ‘“‘exactions of

chureh and charitable purposes
tithing and other donations.

tions, have the Territorial
in the Territory of Utah? The

‘chureh pu
other religious bodies, is clear

ever to do so long as the ‘“‘free exer-
cise’ thereof does not interfere with
the rights and libertles of others.

vilege and duty, Abrabham
tithes to Melchisedee about
years ago.
ever,
are made in this Tertitory, even by
ecclesiastical authority;

which payment can be enforced,
nor is it likely there ever will be,

constitutional province of legislative
enactment,

Territory feels aggrieved by resson
of the

church donations, he holds the re-

ligious body requiring such dona-
tions.

the just sentiment so patheticall

expressed by His Excellency, that
“the

to that dollar.”

not only recognized this right, but

the passage of ““An act te provide
for & mechanics’ and laborers’ lien,”

in view the most ap
known to them of enabling the la-
boring
when he had ““earned it by
sweat of his brow.”
lency will in any fature communi-

wherein this Territory, ‘“public of-

territorial,” r.ave sought |y oppres-

than in paymentof a’ ]

Governor .in pronouncing all such

serve,” but

people they
worthy of
support . of those who elected
them to itions of honor :and

trust. The laws of the Territory

the poor man may collect *his dol
lar” when earned, but they also ex-

carned and collected it. Your com

been previously aware of it. |
Regarding that part of His Ex.
cellency’s mesesage

“the system of

rality of busbands as well.

Jongress in 1862 had, by special en-
actment, made bigamy or poiygamy

part of

gervice reform” by enacting laws
forbidding assessments for political
general
However
much we may deplore the aunuyinﬁ

plished or, however
much we may sympathize with
those who are subjected, by reason
of their appointment by the Gener-
al Government to office in this Tor-
ritory, to such assessed exactions,
we respectfully submit that it is not
our prerogative, nor is it in our
power to correct the evils of a party
gystem over which as legislators of a
Territory; we have no confrol what.
We, therefore, can only ex-
press our regret that such ‘“‘assess
urposes’ are
is. Excellen-
voluntary.

Notwithstanding the insinuations
of His Excellency to the contrary,
commitiee are not aware
tithing . for|d
litical or other purposes’ are mace
by any “public office” or officers,* or.
by any corporation or its agents or-
ganized under the laws of the Terri-
tory.”” We are,however, as individ-
uals and not as law makers, aware
.aat many of our constituents being |
members of a religious boldy known
a8 the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day =aints, do, from religious | ents, was b
motives, voluntarily contribute for

3
Would
His Excellency, afler having com- |
mended such voluntary contribu-
Lﬁgiﬁllm
ture enact laws forbiduing the same
pay-
ment of tithing, like contributions |
for missionary, charitable and other
rposes by the members of
an
eccletiastical matter with wh a8
law makers, we have nothing what-

Tithing s not, 88 we understand it,
a new doctrine, for as a religious pri-

i
4000

Weare not aware, how-
that ™exactions” of tithing

but sup-
posing they were, there is no law by

for it is a matter not within the
Ir any citizen in the
payment of tithes or other

medy in ‘his own hands by simply
renouncing connection with any re-

Your committee heartily endorse

r man who earns a dollar
by the eweat of his brow is entitled

Previous Legisia-
tures of the Territory of Utan have

approved -February 18th, 1869, had
proved method |

man to collect his -dollar.

the
If His Excel

cation inform us of & single instance
ficers, whether precincty county or

sive exactions “to dispossess him of
any part of it in any other manner
egal obliga-
tlon,” then will we join with the

not ouly “unfaitidful servants of the

un-
the confidence and

empt it from execution after he has

mittee note this fact for the infor-
mation of those who may not have

referring “‘to
polvgamy,” your committee beg re-
spectiully to say that they are igno-
rant ef the fact, ’f it is a fact, that
plural wives” had
been “properly defined in the com-
mon law as polygamy,” for we had
supposed the word to refer to a pﬁ--

e
were, however, not gncrant that)righis of conscience have been in-

a crime in the Territories, but were

not then able to understand, no:
have we since been able to see, hoy
marrying, from religious motives,
more than one wife with the free
consent of all parties concerned
could be, by our national law-mak.
ers, confounded, . and’ classed wit!
bigamy, the . yvery essence of the |
cr?ma of which mn;lag in the deceit
practised upon, and the congequent
injury done fo, the husband or wife
withouf the previous knuw]edgei?r
assent of /the aggrieved party. By
any known Jaws of reason or logic
your committee utterly fail to per-
ceive any ﬂﬂﬂlﬂ%ﬁf'; between the
honorable, upright and, noble keeép-
g of sacred marijtal Vows and the
ishonest, treacherous. breaking of
them. The great majority of Utah’s
people believed {hen as they belicye
now, the act of 1862.t0. be not only
special and unreatonable,but also up-
constitutional, in that it “prohjbits”
the “free exercise” of a part of Lheir
religion, but they do net fail to re-
cognize the power of Congress, un-
er pressure, to enact as an expedi-
ent, that or similar WE}
they,: -can, , however, only
view them in the light of history
and experience, as lmprudent, mis-
chievous, and &ang.emun.' he great
atatesman and  pafriot, George
Washington, in his far?wﬂl{ address
to the Ameriean Lﬂgf ey foreseeing
perhaps the danger of such expedi-
nrdened with appre-
hension while  contemp'ating the
future of our grest nation. He
says: ' ““ One of the expedients of
party - to acquire influence within
particular distriets is Lo misrepresent
the opinions and aims  of other dis-
tricts, You cannot uh_ieicalprur@qlrm
too much sgainst the -jealousies apd
beagt buornings. which spring frem
;b.eaa--misraﬁ:aggh,ﬁuna; they tend
to render a'ien 'to each ether thgse
who ought to be bound together by
fraternal affection.” Expeiience—
evers hur%*mnﬂ;r-'—han italpgi;:::tttha
ple of Utah how painfully true
Eﬁgaﬁ wise ‘sayings of the great
statesman have pioven. While pa-
tiently, almost uncomplainingly,
enduring the thralldom of Ter-
ri‘orial governmenf, aggravated
by unserupulous officials, | they
have . been .  calumniated, . ac-
cused of disloyalty, and olherwise
vilely misrepresented without stint,
and (bat too, by those who have
)} been sent by our general- govern-
ment to rule the! people, foster the
interest of the Territory and admin-
jster justice and equity  without
bigotry or bias, Invesied with al-
moet unlimited power ' many. of
them have wused: ¥t as. despots,
tyranizing over cilizens whose hearts
beat for freedom, and who are more
loyal to their :country, their coun-
try’s flag, and their country’s Con-
atit;};;.im than Oppressors know how
to be. - .

In speaking of the innovations

1

¥ | which! might be made uader spe-

cious pretexts upon the principles of
the: Constitution, Washington fuar-
ther says: “ One method of assault
may be to eflect ia the forms of the
Constitution alterations whieh will
impair the energy of thesystem,and
taus to uadermine what eannot be
directly overthrown, * *
* 4 If in the opinion of the
peopley the distribution or modifica-
tien of the constitutional powers be
in any particular wroag let gt be
corrected by an amendment in
the way  which the Constitution
designates. But let there be no
change by wusurpation; for, though
this, in one instance, may be the
instrument of goodeit is the cus.
tomary weapon by whieh free gov-
ernments are. destroyed.. ‘The pre-
cederLt must always. greatly over-
balance, in permanent evil, any
transient benefit which the usecan
at any time yield.” . The great
charter of Axaerican liberty and law
declares . among  other things
that “Congress ehall make no law
respecting the estahlishment of re.
ligion or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof.” - But nociwithstand-
ing this positive prohibition and
notwiths:anding the inspirational
warning of 1 he father of his ecountry,
Congress did, in the . year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred
aud sixty-two enact a law prohibit-
ing, under penalties of fine and im-
pr =onment, the free exercise of the
religion of more than a hundred thou-
sand peaceful,loyal citizens,many of
whom are the descendants of revo-
lutionary sires. The highest tribu-
nal of the, lJand baving pronounced
the act constitutional we bo~ to
the authority of supreme National
adjudication. But while: patiently
submitting to the results; whatever
they may be, we know that the

vaded, and our religious privileges,
the practise of which has never en-
' ¢eroached npon the rights nor in-




