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18 BETTER TO HOPE THAN DESPAIR.

Lite is suljsct to manifold changes;
Some pleasant, sgome paiufol snd rade;

But all things our Father arrangar,
Are geriainly meant for our good;

If our fal b is dlscerning and reachbing,
*Twill lessen 'he woes thal " we bea;

¥or experlence 18 constant!y teaching,
?Tis better to hope than despair-

3f we shake off the terro:s that blind s,
Our garm-nts of doabt and of dread,
The sunlight will oftener find us,
And light up the path that&e tresd.
The storm=-clouds may someiimes poes o’er us,
yet *sthe bright bow of prom!ee’ Is therd!
All mature j» chanting the choruos,
?Tis better to hope than despaj:!

The fact ¢our halrs are sll numbered,”
By a providenes watchful and kind,

Is a thought that with blessing 's "cumbered,
If we oply would bear It In mind,

The God theat appuinteth each season,
Who makeih all objects His care,

For our sorzgws, reservea this good reason
"[is better to hope than despalr.

While heaven is smiling above us;
Our trust shall be stedfast for aye,
While ¢friends in adversity* Jove us,
We never will yleld to dismay;
1f taith & the pilo! that steers ud,
Though prospects be never so bare,
There will always be something that cheers ua,
’Tis betier to bhope than despalr,
ExILY H3iLL.
&.8.L. City, D c. 1863,
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By President BRIGIIAM YOUNG. Tabernacle,

G.S.L. City. Nev. 15, 1563,

RERORTED BY G. D. WATT.

fama fose

Joseph Simnith, Junr., as a Prophet of God to
this world 1n this ge.eration, and 1 wish the
people everywhere to eistinetly understand
this fact.

In the early existance of ths church, the

people frequently questioned Joseph the Pro-

nhet, relative to the law of tithing, wishing to
now tbhe meaning of 1t as it was taught in
the Bible and the revelations., Joseph inquir-
ed of the Lord and, in answer, received the
revelation which yoa car fin! on the 324:h
page of he Book of Do-trin= and Covenants,
European edition. The Lord has thus re-
vealel His will UEDH

I bave always told the peopl= to do just as
they pleased about paying titbing, and to de
aa they plea-e about calli g upon the name of
she Lord in prayer, and to do just as they
r!eau about being baprized, or about believ-
im the Lord Jesua Christ there is no com-
iu sion whatever in toese matters. The
ord does not compel any person to embrace
the gospel, and I do not think He will com-
el them to live it after they have embraced
t; but all who do not keep their covenants
and the commandments of the Lord our Father
are then At to be cut off from the church.

We are in the habit of holding in fu!l fe!.
lowship men rhat pay po tithing., also
persons who take the pame
vain; we permit liars, thieves,
retain a standing in the church. Duoes
pot this buit ‘he body of Christ? It
does, and the whole body is more or less

etc., to

#ick and fain' through our exireme kind-|[pento be whLere there is 1ot a convenient,

ness, whi b gome cal/l charity; it pleads
for thore nurigbt-ous persons, a.d we spare

them. Should we doilis to t' e extent we making a Sabbath of the second, third, fourth,
do? I think we have lived long enoush and r' fifth or sixth day of the week, But HEIIE‘L‘EI-

have passed through enough experience to
teach us to kn w and do the will 5f Heaven,
and o di<feliowsliip those who refuse to doit.

We have said o the brethren, pay your
tithing, a d with those who refuse to do th s
it will be mace a madtier of fel'owship. Now,
brethren and nisters, the next rime you write
to your friends in Eng and, Scotla d, Wales,
France, or any other country, do not write
that we have diecied t e Presidents in for-
eign lande to cut off wembers who do not pay
their titLing, when this becones uecessary
we will attend to it. It iz right for us here
to pay our tithing. Not paying tithing bhas
ence been rrade @ maiter of fellowship in the

pbite, or, in other words, I am |
a full belie.er in tie mission and calling of

' kill, nor do anything |
| shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.

they are a very excellent pecple, that they
are the best people that we have any know-
ledge of, but they are so far from being what
they have got to be that we see thereis a
great improvement to be made by us. We
talk about beaven, about the Lord, about an-
gels, about celestial glory, and about enjov-
ing the celestial kingdom of our God, while at

ment that we could live in heaven one day or
one hour, and live in disobedience to the laws
21nd comwandments of heaven.

We have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
we have had-faith enough to go and be bap-
tized for the remission of sins, and to receive
the laying on of haidas for the reception of the
Ho y Gho<t, and to gather ourselves together,
and still we try to shirk an ordinance of the
house of God, and to make ourselves believe
that it is not nece-sary to stiictly cbey all
the injunctions laid upon us as followers of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is written:—
““Wherefore I give unto them a comwmand-
ment. saying thus: Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might,
mind, and s rength; and in the name of Jesus

Chrisl thou sbhalt serve Him, 7Th u shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. Thon shalt
not steal; neither commit adultry, mor

like unto it. Thou

Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the Lord |

tby God in righteousnrss, even that cof a
\hruken heart an! a contrite spirit. And,

gpotted from the werld. 'hon shalt go to
‘the house of prayer and offer up sacraments
upon my holy day; for verily this is a day ap-
pointed unto you to rest frem your labors,
and to pay thy devotions unte the Most High;
nevertheless thy vows shall be offered up in
‘righteousness on aill days, and at all times;
but remember on this, the Lord’s day, thou
shalt offer thine obligations and tbhy sacra-
ments unto the Most High, cnnfeuaini thy
gins unto thy brethren, and before the

thing, only let thy food be prepared with
‘singleness of heart, that thy fastinz may be

‘be fall, Verily, this is fasti-g and prayer;
‘or, in other words, rejoicing and prayer,” —

Book of Doc. and Cov’nts., page 149, par’s.
2 and 3.

Here we are commanded to assemble our-
selves together on the first day of the week,
‘as the ancient disciples did.and to offer up our
sacraments before the lLord, confessing our
faults one to another.
habitants of this city do you suppese are in

the kanyons to-day, or off hunting ducks, or
| geese, or rabbits, or cattie, instead of observ-

‘ing this the word of the Lora? Are they do- | deal out to the fam:lies of our brethren who

'ing as they should do? They are not. Per-
-8ons professing to be sainta should assemble
{hemselves together on the Lord’s day,except
'those who may be recessarily detain

the same time we do not believe for one mo-

that thou mayest more fuly Krep thyself un-'

ord. |
And on this day thon shalt do none other'afternoor; lhave heard uothing but what is ' not yet friends,

erfect; or, in other words, that thy fuy may 'we Co feilowship a few in our midst that we |

How many of the in-

bers in particular.” The head possesses all Naney say that her cousin Betty had worked
the qualifications necessaryto fiil its functioos in the President’s kitchen, and so the connec-
in thie body; it has eyes to see, ears to hear, tion was formed, and of course all her friends
a palate to taste, organs of rp-ech to speak, and connections must make themselves as
etc, etc. Every qualification that is natural bome in the President’s houses, his barns,
to the body of a man bLas its counterpart in- stables, yards and provisions for wan and
corporated in the body of Christ upon the animals. |suspicioned them, and had them
earth, turned out forthwith.

On reading carefully the Old and New Tes-  If we are not sanctified, if we do not sane-
taments we can discover that the majority tify the Lord in our Learts and purify on:
of the revelations given to mankil'ii an- selves in ouclives and in all our dealing before
ciently were in regard to their daily duties; God and man, we shall fail of attaining to an
we follow in the same path. The ievelations inheritance in the celestial kwgdom, and
contained in the Hible and the Book of Mar- ghall be found in some other kingdom. When
mon are ensamples to us, ard the Book of the holy Priesthood is upon the earth and the
Doctrine and Covenents coutans direct reve- fu'ness of the kingdom of God has come to the
lations to this church; they are a guide to us, people, it requires a s'rict obedience to every
and we do not wish to do th-m away; we do point of law and doctiine and to every
not wish them to become olisolete, and to set ordinance whie} the Lord reveals; ia short, it
them aside. We wish to eontinue in the rev- requires a strict observance of every require-
elations of the Lord Jesus Christ day by day, ment of Heaven, to fully prepare a peop.e for
‘and to bave his spirit with us continually. If the possession and enjoyment of the celestial
we can do this, we shall no more walk in kingdom.
darkness, but we shall walk in the light of  Wlere the Priesthood is not, the people a'e
life. expected to live accordingz to the best know-

We have, through the mercy of our Heaven- lege they haie; but even then they cannot
ly Father, been gathered together, and we with impunitycommit many heineous f.uits.
now have the privilege of purifying ourselves The Lor4 more readily ove:looks them, in con-
and preparing for thie coming of the Son of gequence of their unen'ightened condition, and
Man. Sball we do this? or shall we be found there is a kingdom prepared for them, while
‘wanting when he makes his appearance? the celestial kingdom will be inhabited only

[n regard to the Jaw of tithing, the Lord bas by those who are special'y prepared to inheris
given the revelation I have atready referred it. It will be inierited by those who live
to,and made it a law unto us,and let all faithfully the religion of Jesus Christ,and are

who have gathered here and refuse tc obey it, worthy of being ramked awong the pure in
' be disfellowshiped; and if a man will persist heart,

‘in breaking the Sabbatii day, let him be sev- |

| To-morrow morning I expect to start on a
.ered from the church; and the man that will short tour South, and I sayto m/ brethrenand

‘persist in swearing, cut him off from the si-ters, keep your armour bright and be on the
church, with the thief, the liar, the adualteres, watch-tower all the time, for the enemy feela
and every other person who will not live ac- ' ag mu h opposition to-day, and I may safely
cording to the law of Curist,that we may say more than be ev.r did towards the king-
‘not have the tree incumbered with rotten dom of God that is now established npon the
limbs, to spread decay and rottenness through 1e.-atl.;t:n;, and just in proportion t. iis streng'h

the whole Lree. and increase, so will tle power of Satau be
Webave had good ta'k from the brethrenthis | exerted to overcome it. Christ and Baal are

| An Eller of 1s1ael who can

strictly correct. I can say of this people that, [drink wi.h the drunka:d and swear with ths

as a people, they are a very good people, but .iwearer, is not a friend of Christ and his
ngdom

Toe wicked still wish to des‘roy every ves-
tage of tiuth and righteonsuness on the ea:th;
and they will still go on fighting against Goud
and right, and who can belp it? Aad they
will continue to go on in this course, un il the
wicked are destroved and the earth is cleans.
ed from the rule of sin and Satan.

Read tbhe Book of Mormon and learn what
it says in regard tothe ancient Nephites. TlLe
whole nation of the Nephites were slain, be-
cange they departed from the Lord their Go.l
and did wicked g In the last great and tre-
mendous battle between the Nephi'es and the
Lamanites, over two miliions of the Nephites
were slain,and the residue were hunted and
slain until nct a single person, except Moroni,

should not feliow ship.

' Brother-Samuel W. Richards had a good deal
'to say, this afternoon, about grain. W have
talked about it for a long time, and we have
tried to get the people to build store houses
to save it. Wheu grain could not be sold for
‘money, the tithing office was full of it; but
'now, we have nope to hand out to the poor
. who depsad upon us for bread, ounly as we
send out apd gather in a little, theu’h, prob-
ably, the brethren will soon he at leisure to

‘haul in their tithing, We bave but little to

‘are preaching, and to our woikmen. Our
graneries are empty, and scarcely grain
~spough in the Territory to bread our own pop-

Er.f G.Dd in |

or to perform some work of necessity and

our sacramenta.

Could we now see the kanyons of -these
! mountains all over the Territory, we should
'8+e teams by the score returning with wood.
| They weut oat yesterday to come home to-
tday. Isthis keeping the Sabbath boly?
‘i3 written:—* -nd the inhabitants of Zion
shall also observe the Sabbath day to keep it
holy.” There is not one reguirement of the
' Lord that is non-gssential; every reguirement
that He has made of us is essential to our
'perfection and sanctification, to prepare us to
‘enjoy celestial glory. _
| You may ask me if I always
'bath holy. When I amout traveling and hap-

‘place to obser e the Babbdbath, I sometimes
travel on that day, ad content myself with

‘ly, when I am traveling, it is all the lime
Sabbath to me, for it i2 a constant succession
\of meetings. But do I send my teams to the

at home ulation until another harvest.
‘to keep the house, take care of the children,

It

v,
keep the Sab-|

British Islands, and some have been cut off

from the church there for not p ying th ir
tithing; that was no® by our directior s.

In regerd to tithing, T am now speaking to
the Latter Day Sa uts in this land, who have
Lealth to 12bor, who can su round themselves
witk an abunaance of the comforts and bless-
ings of life, who can bui'd hous+sand open up

farwms a' their pleasure. Snall we pay tithing,
or shall we not?

: We have said pay your
tithing And we hive said to th Bi'ﬁﬂpﬂ
that if any wan refuses to pay bis tithing,

try bim for his fellows!i;; and if he still re-
“fuses, cn* im off from ‘he Church of Jesus
Christ of Litrer Day Ssints, and so we say
now. We have not'requred this fihe people,
bat the Lo d nay requeed 1t, aa . that i
en uzh for us and tor all the Latter Day
Baints upon the ear h. Iv we live our reh-
glon we will be wi''ing to pa. tithing,

Ws feel sometimeg as though the people
aid not ‘ive as near tothe Lord as they should,
and we have a righ: to feel 80, And the:

*gain WE'EH’Il_thﬂit‘LLIl?i EH lll good people, thal

-

rihu, whetber we bhe

'kanyons on the S.bbath day? No, that is il!ﬁI
I have the contiol over that which should be
under my countrol. 1 keep the ~Sabbath, and
I wish to keep 21l ‘he laws of God, and there
are a gre:t many of this peple that do sc;
but many of them go astray in failing to ob-
serve these things—in not paying their tith-
irg faithfu'ly, in rot keeping the Sabbath
day boly. in not saying their prayers con-
stantly, in not feeding the poor and cloth ng
the naked, and in not administering to the
priesthood. As a people we do as well as

we can do, but scme do not do as well ag th: Yi
might do.

Thrifty and intellizent gardeners are very
particular in trimminz off dead limbs from
their fruir treea and covering the wounda, to
preserve the troes in health and soundness.
When we hold unrighteous, ungodly persons
in fellowship, it jur's the whele body of
Chris'; but we do it berause we bave compas-
sion for them. Breturen and sisters, | ex-
ho:t you to keep your covenants, to serve the
Lord with a'l your hearts, and to endeavor to
observe every reguirement the Lord makes of

you. You know that this is your du'y.
-His church” 2nd kingdom is comn-
plete, it bhas a living head “from which

all the body by joints anl bands having
nourishment ministered, and knit to-
gether, increaseth with the increase of God.”
“For by -one spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen-
b-nd  or free; and
have been all made to drink into one epirit.”
“Now are ye the body of Christ, and mem-

‘wants to stay all night.”

| yet scme will
sell their grain to go out of the country.
'What a lamentable fact.

/would be the situation of this people? Yeta

few are selling grain all the time.

| 1 will mention'a circumstance that occurred
‘lately, to illustrate the character of souwe
'whom we fellowship. Ouoe of our new comers
‘wanted to buy some wheat, and went downto
the public square where our friends from the
East were preparing to prosecute their jour-
ney to California. This new comer bought a
load of wheat at fo 'r or five bits a bushel; he
‘bought at that price ‘all he wamnted. After
'the bargain was closed, the m+'n who sold the
'wheat found out that the purchaser was a
Mormon, and said to him, “bad 1| known yon
was one of the brethren 1 wohld bhave made
‘'you paid a higher price for that wheat.”
| What a depraved divposition! he wou'd have
gold it to the passing stranger for fifty centa,
a bush ), and very likely would have made
his brother Mormon pay a dollar and a half.
‘How can men love God when they hate their
bretlren?

A certain sister went to one of the stores
with butter to sell, “What do you ask a pound
for your butter?” <My Bishop says I iwust
ask so much. ‘I would sel' it for less, buat I
must mind my Bishop. I would sell it for
thirty cents , but my Bishop says I mmust have
thirty-five for it That woman would see
the who'e house of lsrael m.ssacred—their
blood spilled—and smile ati*,- I attribute all
this to ignorance, and pass it along withou
notice, as much as possible, and I ho,e our
Falher in heaven dees. He is merciful, and
we should be.

If the pecple were a’l truly Latter Day
Saints, we should see a state of society dif-
ferent from what we now see. A man who
professesto be a good Latter Day Saint has
a son who is a thief; Says the father, “I
think he will be a good boy yet, and preach
the gospel to the nations, and do much good.”
“Whose borse is this, my boy?”? 40, no mat-
ter aboat that dad; here is a friend of mine,
They are lodged
and fed, and away they go next morning afrer
some more stolen horses.  “Brother, did you
| not:know that that was a stolen horse?” 40
I suppose it was.”” “Then why did you keep
'such a man about yon?'2. “Why, I could not
‘turn my son and his friends out of doo's.”
. There a-e pretty good men and good families
who are harborers of thieves, and do it all the
‘time, in some of their conneetions.

I remember that a lot of colts were once
driven into my yard, and thev were siolen

property. How came this abon!? Why some-

body beard aunt Sarali say that eousin Bl
t_'n:al-.i. aunt Pegey that bhe had bheard Sister

Suppo-e the Lord
.mercy; the rest should assemble in the place should suffer @ drought to come over the land [slain of my pecple, and I cried, O,

appointed for worship and the offerivg up of next year and blast our corn, wheat, rye, bar- | ones, how coul
{ley, oats, potatoes, ¢te., with mildew, what |

was |- {t of a great and mighty nation. Mor-
lmon sayse, after this great battle, ““And my
soul was rent with anguish, because of the
ye. fair
_ ye have departed from Llbe
ways of the Lord! O, ye tair ones, how could
you have rejected that Je-us, who steod with
opep arms to receive you! Behold, if ye had
not done this, ye woild not have fallen. But
behold, ye are fallen, and I mougn your loss.
O ye fair sons and daughters, ye fathera and
mothers, ye husbands and wivea ye fair ones,
'how is it that ye could have falien! But be-
bold, ye are gone, an! my sorrows cannot
bring your return.”” O, that ye had repent-
ed, before this great destruct on bad coms2
upon you. - But behold, y- are gone, and the
Father, yea, the Kternal Father of heaven,
knoweth yonr state; and he doeth with you
according to his justics and mercy.”> Blood
answered %o blood, until the land was cleans-
ed, and few men were left.
with this nation who have slain the prophets,
and have sought continually to destroy the
people of Go .

If we live our religion we may escape; and i
we are required te give our | ves for our re-
ligion, we are still in the bands of God. But
we cannot fiad in any history that the people
of God have ever siff:red more keenly than
havethe wicked. Certain ones have‘had trial
of eruel mockings, and scourging ;\eca, meore-
over, bonds and imprisonment: They were
stoned, they were sawn assunder, were temp-
ted, were slain with the sword; they wander-
ed about in sheep skins, and voat skins; being
desgtitute, afilicted, tormented?, ete. Butlook
at the hundreds of thousands of wicked men
who bave met destruction through such une
utterable angui b and suffering as the faith-
ful followers of the Lord Jesus have naver felt.
When Shad ach, Meshach and ASednego were
cag into the fiery furnace, the fire had no
power upon their bodies, nor was a hair of
their heads singed, neither were their coa's
Egaug.ed,_ nor had the smell of fire paseed upon

em.

The Sain's in all ages bave been protected,
sustained and upheld by an Almighty Power,
in their sufferings, and the power of the re-
ligion -of Jesus Christ has ever sustained
them. The Jews anciently said let his b'ood
be upon us and upon our children, and God
took them at their word.,

This nation, by their works, said “let the
biood of Joseph the Prophet and ot his hreth-
ren be upon us and cur childre,” and it will
be so. If they had k:own Joseph Smith in
bis true cuaracter, and acknowledzed him hs
would have lead this nation long before now,
and this d eadful war wou!d not nave pre-
vailed throughout the fand; but now it will ba
death upon death, and bl~od upon blosd, until
theland is ecleansed. - I'pfay Gofi'to gaye the
innocent, the' righteous, Judthe houest “povr,

1

And 8o wil it be .

——— e




