
THETAE DESERET WEEKLY

thing to laman and lemuel because
they knew the character of laban
that he was utterly unscrupulous and
would not hesitate to do anything
and therefore they had no faith that
they could accomplish what their
father desired on the contrary nepal
believed that whatever god required
at the hands of men he would prepare
the way if they but had faith and ex-
erted themselves for it to be accom-
plishedshed the history of that mission
is full of encouragement and conveys
a lesson of great importance to all who
will read it and entereater into the spirit of
that which was done nephi was de-
terminedtermined to accomplish that which his
father and the lord had required at
his hands though the first attempt
was to a certain extent a fafailure that
did not discouragedscourage him he did not say
it tois impossible we cannot accom-

plish it he did not yield to that feel-
ing but he continued his effort until
he accomplished the business that was
entrusted to him

the history of the latter day saints
contains numerous illustrations of this
principle in the great works that have
been accomplished by the servants of
god the prophet joseph smiths
whole life is full of these he was full
of faith he believed that whatever
the lord required at his hands he
could do and he never hesitated it
was so with many others in the
church it has been so with the en-
tire people I1 need only refreferer you to
the comingcoining of the people to this land
A great many said it was impossible
that the people would perish in the
wilderness thatchat they must have many
things they did not have in order to
accomplish that work but there were
those who did not have that fear
they did not stop to ask themselves
whether they had the means with
which to make the lourneyjourney but they
started out believing that god would
help them and would open the way be-
fore them and in every instance
where they had this faith they accom-
plished that which they were aiming
torfor

how often has it been in the history
of the people that those who had faith
after receiving the gospel in their na-
tive land and who believed that god
would open their way and were wil-
ling to trust him to the very utter-
most were able in this manner to emiremi
grate to the land which god had desig-
nated as a place of gathering torfor hispepeoplemaple many of this congregation no
doubt if they were calliedcalled upon could
relate how wonderfully god had
opened their way in this respect

the elders who are sent out as mis-
sionariessionaries also have the opportunity of
provingbroving the correctness of this princi-
ple and they can testify to the powpowerer
of god manifested in their behalf be-
cause of their determinationon tofo do that
which god called them to do I1
could relate instance after instancegromfrom mymyownown experience where I1 have
been told that it was no use
for me to attempt to do a cer-
tain thing because it could
not be done and yet by being deter-
mined and having unyielding falthfaith
tn god I1 have been able to accom-
plish it I1 suppose the lives of all of
us who have had experience in this
church especially in missionary work
abound with illustrations of this kind
one little incident occurs to my mind
I1 had translated the book of mormon
into the hawaiian language we had
purchased a press type and paper to be
ben to the sandwich islands and
they arrived there after I1 had returned
home brother parley P pratt who
was laboring in san francisco hadbad
these sentseat up to san francisco with
the expectation of pupublishingpunishing a paper
there he requested the first presi-
dency that I1 might return and aid in
the publication of this paper and alsoalao

to publish the translation which I1 hadmade ofat the book of mormon I1 was
called and sent after my arrival insan francisco I1 found that brotherpratt had started home I1 followed
him he had made his arrangements
however to go and he told me thatI1 must take hold of the work and heset me apart to preside in californiawell I1 was but young and I1 lookedyounger than I1 really was and thesaints in san francisco saldsaid it is nouse one of the leading men tome if you have got a thousand dol-lars you can open an office here theysaid everything almost to discourage
me I1 said the lord has sent mehere I1 am going to publish a paper
here I1 am going to publish the book
of mormon here 11 I1 need not rehearseto you the particulars of how the lordopened the way for many weeks we
lived on bread and water shortly at-ter af-terwardterward I1 having opened an office andcommenced the publication of the bookthe officers of the branch and confer-ence asked me if I1 would not attend a
meeting that they were going to holdI1 supposed that they seeing how des-
titute we were myself and the two
elders who were with me and my
wife were going to do somethingto assist us but instead of that they
notified me that they would not be re-
sponsible for any debt of my con-tractingtr ting they saw I1 was goding ahead
buttbut they did not want me to deceive
myself with the idea that I1 could fallback on them and expect them to payany debts that I1 might contract you
canan imagine what effect that wouldhave on any of you it stirred me up
a good deal and I1 prophesied to themfor I1 had the spirit of prophesy andtold them to get out of my way andnot impede my work they told me
to shut up the office I1 said to them1 I am sent here to do a work andwith gods help I1 will do it and itifyou do not want to help in this thelord will raise up others that will
and he did in a very short time I1waswaa able to send to president young
nearly two thousand dollars in cashtithing money was offered me by thethousands to assist me in my work I1did not avada myself of the offer be-cause I1 knew if I1 did I1 would not be
able to return it for a while but I1published the book of mormon andsentsenit 25002600 copies to the sandwichislands and I1 published a paper anddid so till the buchanan waxwar brokeus up

no doubt many of the elders haveexperienced similar instances to this
where when they made up their mindsthat it was the will of god that cer-
tain things should be done and theywent to with their might to do it thelord has opened the way before themand given them success

this principle as I1 have said is il-
lustratedlust rated in the completion of this utahstake there is ELa deter-minationminmi nationstion adopted by the presidency of
this stake that they are going to fin-
ish this tabtabernacleernle and the determina-tion and faith which they manifestcause the results that we witness todayso it is in everything connected withthe church men pay their tithing
and when they do it in faath god
blesses that tithing when they con-
tribute to the work of god heblesses their contributions and hebrings means to them in ways thatare imperceptible to them but they
see the results

god wants us to be a people that will
have faith in him and not be gov-
erned by the feelings that actuated
our fathers who judged by the sight otor
the eye and did not think anything
could be accomplished except in a na
tural way such as they had been ac
customercuacus tomed to the lord intends to
emancipate this people from those
ideas if they will listen to him and be

lieve in his promises he has all power
in heaven and on earth and as nephi
once said if he should command niemethat I1 should say unto this water bethou earth it should be earth thereis nothing impossible with god if wewill rise to the comprehension of thisthiaprinciple he will open our way beforeus continually he will make thingsplain before us and give unto us meanswith which we can accoaccomplish every-thing that he commands no matterhow impossible it may seem to usnatumnaturallylly I1 wouldifould like you to see and un-derstandderstand this principle that the lordendeavors to teach us in all his wordmoroni says faith is things whichare hoped for and not seen whereforedispute not because ye see not it requires faith to do things which are notseen our fathers did not have thisfaith because it was not in the earth intheir days our fathers judged by thesight of the eye but god is teachingus a new lesson he Is teaching us tohope for things we see not but whichwe know by the principle of faith existand are possible moroni also saysand christ hath said if ye will havefaith in me ye shall have power
to do whatsoever thing is expedient inme this toIs a glorious promise madeunto all those who will have faith andwe as a people should rise to a com-prehension of this moroni says 1 1inanother place and atterafter that hecame men also were saved by faith inhis name and by faith they becomethe sons of god and as sure as christliveth he these words unto ourfathers saying whatsoever thing ye
shall ask the father in my name whichtois good in faith belldbelievingving that ye shallreceive behold it shall be done untoyou

it iss by thisthia principle that mightyworworksks are performed it is by thiaprinciple that this land has been asettledand the difficulties that environenvironeded thepeople of god have been overcome themen that led the ppeoplepie had faithpresident brigham yoyoungung had unbounded faith when he led he peopeopleI1here for god had given him knowlknowledge19concerning these things he askedask edthethepeople to do things that appeappearedaxed to beimpossible but he knew that if they
had faith they could do them

but I1 must say that at times it seemsthere are some who do not have thefaith they had formerly they are notso willing to listen to the servants ofgod and to believe in them and theirwords as they were formerly I1 have
bebeenelf impressed in this way at tjtimesmeilastlstill speaking generally the people
have grown in faith and in knowledgethere are instances however whenthere laIs a reluctance to believe that thethings not seen by the natural eye arepossible many look about for naturalagencies for natural power for naturalaids if they cannot see themem they donot seem to have faith ththat these thingscan be accomplished theyey must seseekthe very thing that we are told faithdoes not do faith is a principle thatcan be used to the accomplishment ofends that are not seen by the naturaleye and very frequently appear as im-possible

brethren and sisters it is time with
the experience we have had now as a
church that we should be aa people of
unbounded faith willing to believe thatall things are possible with god andthat when he commands us to
do anything we should go
to with our might and with
unyielding determination to accom-
plish that end according to the mind
and will of god this tois the idad of
people god expects us to be if we
are going to build UPmp zion in power
and in great glory upon the earth it
will be by this principle of faith by
putting our trust in god listening to
his word receiving 1 it tnin the proper
inmanneranner from thiathat authority which he


