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only Church government.  ““Be-
hold, the lnws which ye have re-
Gived from my hand are the laws
of the Clhureh, and in this light
hall ye bohi them forth.” {Dac. &
Cov. p- 219.) No man in Utah
holds a civil office by virtue ot his

€cclegiantical office. Kvery of
fice holder must be elect-
el hy the prople except

to such offices as are Alled by ecivil
Lppointment. In neither case does
the office gome from the Church.
No matter how many of the voters
may belong to the same church, it

not in the eapacity of church
membiers Lut of citizens that they
east their Lallots, nnd that is cdonwe
Under the ¢ivil law. They may
eloct one of their own faith or not,
A% they determine. And they may
#eck amivies from whom they chouse
% to the best men for office.

Thers 1g nothing in the Consti-
ttion or Jaws or institutions of our
Country which forbids & man who
holds ny weclesiasticnl enlling to coun-
&l another as to political affairs.
But, that counsel must not Lo nccom-
Panied or followed by coercion.
Uompulsionin such matters would
Mot only be repugnant to republican
Principles, but econtrary to the spirit
“““d letter of the tiue creed of the

Mormon?’’ Church. If sny man
thinks that by virtue of some
ofllee he holde tn the I'riesthood he
has the rigt to compel others to
Vote at his dlctation,he mistakes the
"ture and scope of his autherity
S0d the spirit of the rollgion of
¥hich he js the minister.

I8 nlso wrong to give way to
Anger when counsel is not accepte
&L 11 that counsel is wise, prompt-
“d by the Divine Bpirit, and for
:‘:19 benefit of the person to whom

I8 glven, pity, not wrath, should
‘:‘i’ evoked jn the breast of the ad-
in‘“’"- The counsequences of reject-

E 8ood counsel will full on the
"SJecter, not the imparter. And it

8 sign of personal motive in giv-
r:tl the monition, when neglect or
fusal to follow It arouses rage on |

\ ‘:" bart of the couaselor.
o Dictation’* is a word that grates |
e th_e ear of a freeman, In its|
“\;mrml sense it has no place in |
“0fon” Jexicogruphy. That a;
g:"f“’d‘ng officer should lead, direct,
a.cldc And counsel those who have
Pe;i.:(?bed him in that enpacity, no
thi ;mblu person will deny. But
fallibj;?% uot imply autoeracy, in-
g ity or dogmatic egotism.
"ot I and little you®’ Is foreign
I‘L-pue Beniue of onr Church and
Enant to its fungamentals. it

a]
80 defents its owy purpose. There

is no more effectual way of Jessen-
ing one’sown dignity and influence
than to assume unwarrnnted powers
and attempt to exercise undue nu-
thority. <Let him that would be
greatest nmong you become the ser-
vant of all,” is among the golden
sayings of Him ‘“who spake as
never man spike.”?

On; the other hand consistency
would say that the people who sus-
tain by their votes, in Chureh meet-
ings, men in the Priesthood to be
their Presidents and leaders, should
be willing to hearken to counsel and
prompt to follow in & selected ]mth,
providing it is all *in righteous-
ness.’” In this they need not for-
felt or suape'ud their own agency.
Voluntary acquieacence in or sub-
mission to any plan or adviece im-
plies no servility. In all formm ef
government, civil or ecclesiastical,
there must be some yielding of in-
dividuality for the common welfare.
And this need not nnd should not
estnblish any form of despotism nor
render any man a serf. The liberty
of the creature is part of the econ-
omy of the Creator, and none Jess
tban He has the to deny or abridge
it.

Counselors arc chosen in the vari-
ous orders of I’residency in the
Church, so that imperialism nmay
not be establlghed even in form, and
that the presiding officer may have
the beneflt of competent assistance
and advice. It is the duty of Coun-
sclors to counsel, ns the name of
their office denotes. But this does
not mean obstruction or direction of
the head, The deeiding power 1ain
the presiding power. Three minds
are moie likely to sce’ a matter on
all sides than one mind, and when
the three nre ngreed the conclusion
is more likely to be right. It isal-
ways unsatfe to base judgmentou n
one-gided view of a case, and dif-
fereni minds perceive the same
thing from difterent standpoints,

;hence the wisdom of a Presidency

of thres instend of one, and of a
Council of twelve to sit in judgment
in ‘*the most important cnses.?”

Coercion really finds no vantage
ground within the so-called **Mor-
mon?*’ system. The utmost extent
of power to punish its members for
any ecause I8 vxeommunication.
That is, persons who have voluntar-
ily nccepted ceriain rules annd regn-
lations may be exeluded from mem-
bership for refusing to comply there-
with. This poweris claimed and
exercised by all religious bodies and
is essential to their identity,

Civil and religious liberty are in-
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grained in the system known s
“Mormonism?’ nnd its aim is to
manke man trnly free. "t inculentes
the liberty of luw but does not favor
licenge. It establishes the true re-
lations of government and the
governed. And when fully devel-
oped and estahlished, it will hring
the creature into the west intimate
relatione with the Creator and make
all redeemed intelligences, unfet-
tered, imdependent members of the
universal brotherhood of the Goda,
who are the emancipated and glori-
fled sons of the Eternal Ruler of the
nniverse.

IDAHO'S AMBITION,

IT appears that Tdaho politicinns
in Washington are making a big
effort to push that Territory into the
Union as n Btate. After **deoing®?
the inauguration and other gny and
festive things peculiar to the Capi-
tal, n number of them set to work to
capture members of the Beuate
Committee on Territories and com-
mit them on the subject of Idaho’s
admission. Of course they suc-
cocded in obtaining favorable prom-
isee. That i8 one of the easiest
things to do in Washington. But
promises and performances are
widely different at the senl of gov-
ernment, and what a Senator or
Representative says in private, is so
ofteu the very reverse of what he
dovs when jt comes to action in
public, that his promises are too
frequently very poor things to reckon
on.

ldaho i not yet in a condition for
Htatehood. Bhe has not the requi-
site population. It will be some
time before she has, nnless there is
a greater inflax of people thau is
Hkely to come at present. Idaho is
yet very raw and behind the times.
The antics of the late Legislature
while in session were indlicative of
tminaturity, and a people who
could choose such representatives
are certainly not yet sufficiontly ad-
vinced to he entrusted with un.
limited powers of self-government,
The number of empty fiasks dis-
covered in and about the chainbers
occupied hy the late lawimakers of
Idaho are mute but Bignificant to-
kens of their principal talent, and
their ability in that directlon is8 ne
recotnmendation for the responsi-
bilitles aud powurs of Btate loegisla-
tlon and State administration.

We believe that, ns soon a8 pos-
sible, the Territorial system should
be utterly abelished, so that consti-
tutional government only shull pre-
vail throughout the broad demain of




