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‘his nostrile thie breath of life, and manp
'‘became & living soul”—an intelligent
‘being. All people recelved that spirit
paturally at hirth; but therc wnasa
‘higher endowment given aflterward by
the Almighty to those who received
He word and obeyed His command-

ments. It was ocalled the glit of
the Holy (3host, and it was by
that gift and power that the

Propbets spake in anclent times and
wrote the books contained in the OQld
Testament — by which the Apostles
wrote the thinge that were inspired
‘contained in the New Testament.

Qf couree the Prophetshere spoken
w0’ were the Hebrew Prophets. But,
fie neked, had the manlfestations of the
Almighty been confined to one race
of people? He did not believe they
had. He recognized the fact that Gd
chonse Ierael specially and their Proph-
ets to be His oracles; but he believed
that God had regard to His ehildren in
other parts of the world besides Pales-
tine, and had raise up good men
through whom be had minifested His
lightand truth for the benefit of the
people among whom they lived—not
nlwaye in the sume degree of power
and intellizence, but according to the
condition, clrcumstances, capabilities,
and nec esitiesof the people in various
ages and parts of the world.

He believed that all the religions
which had had force in the world,
which had swayed the minds of mil-
flions of the human family, were in the
deginniog ihe revelations of God—not
that thnee revelations had come down
to lauter generations in their purity;
but in the beginuin%i(iod raised up
great men, Whom ¢ inspired, iu
whom He put His Bpirit, and that they
brought forth trath according to the
pircumstances apd needs of the people
to whom they were sent; and the peo-
ple had heen blvesed and beneflted by
hearkening to their volce. Bulasin
the case of nll other rellgions, in the
beginning ihey were pure, in after
years they hecame corrupted, nnd the
Jdeas and notlsue of "men had been
mingled with them. Se it was with

the eayinge of the ancient Pro-
phets;  so  with the doctrines
‘they promulgated. Jesus  Christ

.came ipote the world at the time
.appointed nnd brought from God to the
people truths that were revealed ip the
earlier ages of the world,but whlch had
been lost from among men through
thelr darkness, transgressions apd lack
of faith, and theese In thefr turn had
heen perverted by human opinions.

Jetus of Nazareth came as the Son of
God,repredenting the A lmighty Father.
He was ‘‘Lbe brightness of His glory
and the express image of His person.??
This taught us that God is a person,
not & dlffused spirit or something that
could not be comprehended at ali; but
nn individual, & personality, and Jeeus
was His express image—the brighiness
of His glory—His firet-begotten iu the
spirit in the eternal world, and «)] mau-
kxind, He said. were His brethren. God
was the Falher of uanll; the spirits of
men were His offspring, Th s was
what the Apostle meant when. he
pald “We lave had fathers of our
flesh who corrected us, apd we gave
them reverence.
rather be insubjection to the Father of
Bpirits and live?—Hebrews xii, 9.
If we were obedlent to the futhers of
-our fiesh, how much m»9re shuuld

Bhall we not much,
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we he obedient to Him whbo is the
Father of our spirlte—imwmortal be.
cause they were the oftspring of an 1m-
mortal Belng? The iden that God
was a phantom “without body,parts or
passions, whoee centre was everywhere
amiHiscircumference nowhere,”*was a
soinething which men had evolved
out of thelr own minds, but which
God Himaself had not communicated
In any age of the world, Jesus said:
*‘He that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father.”? He and the Father were
one—that was, one in gentiment, in
spirit but pot in personality. He
prayed that all His disciples might
become one, even a8 He and the I'a-
ther were one.

It'wae a very singular thiog that
peopls who protessed to belleve jn the
Bible, who sang:

“doly Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine,”

and would pretend to believe that God
epake in ancient days In divers ways
aad at supndry times, would pot be.
lieve that He would or could epeak.to
man In modern tim=s. Ji was a mar-
vel to him, but that wasa doctrine of
modern QOhristendom, which taugbt
that Lthe Bible waz theonly Word of
(#0d, aod that **whatecever was not In
accordance therewith, and could not
be proved thereby, was not to he re-
celvod. a8 an article of faith.”* He
would like to know where eithier in the
Old or New Testament it was declared
that the time when the word of the
Lord should come to the people of the
earth was limited. Where couid we find
withinthe lide of the Bible any deciar-
ation that G»d would nevermorespeak
to mankind? Nowhere. Whyshould
it be g0? Why should God euddenly
cense to speak to the inhabitants
of the earth, seal up the heavens
as brass and olore up all com-
mubication from on high? The
speaker could ses no reason for it,
and certainly there wae n» revelation
for it. Oun the contrary, éome of those
men through whom @d spake in an-
cglent times decliared that the time
would come when all people living
would hive tbe knowledge of God,
should know Himn from the jeast even
unto the greatest. Could man find out
(Fod by his own researches? No, it was
not in his power. The only way
whereby man could learn of GGod, his
Father, was hy revelation; he couid
not tear awsay the covering which hid
the Almighty from his gaze. ‘‘Men
by searching csnaot finl out God,”
we were told in holy writ. But Jesus
aaid: I thank 'Thee, O Father, that
Thou hast kept these thlduge hid from
the wise and the prudeut, and hast re-
vealed them unto babes,” atc,

“And no mas kpoweth the Bun
but the Father, neither knoweth any
man the Father but the Bonand he to
whomsvever the Bon willreveal Him.??

The only way whereby man could
learn of God, then, was by revelation
from Him, and If it required revelation
vhe or two thousand years ago to en-
able mankind to understand Him, it
would take revelatlon to du s in the
nineteenth century, But people haid
come to be ro wondrously wiee in their
own codageit, that they thought
they did it need revelation
now. He would admit that there bad
been wonderfu! developments of
knowledge in tbls nineteenih century
in various departments;that science had

made rapid strides; that God had beep--
pleased to enlighten the painds of megp .
8o that great truths had been brought
furth. He believed that all this had
come from (iad—tbat all the ipvepn-
tions, so called, which had been made
-in this age had besn brought forgh
by the power of God for the benefit of
mankind., But notwithstanding the,
wisdom end developments of the pres.
ent century, the wise men of the age
bad not been able to explain t, the
people who or what God is, nor declare
anything which would unite them g
their religious views and worahip, [np-
deed, the more they preached by ‘sthe
enticing words of man’s wisiom?’ and
brought forth the results of their learp.
ing, study, and researches, the mpre
did they becloud the minds of men ip.
regard to theology, and bring in ¢‘gon-
tusion worse confounded.?’

The attempts mada by the learned g
the age Lo descrlbe God were suprems-,
ly ridiculous and contradictory. Fromg
the time when Athanasius devised pijs
creed until now all Buch g
tempie had proved utler fallures:
All mankind could learn of Qud ifi
He would reveal Himsel! to them; and
what was there to hinder i1? Why
should He not reveal Himself tgg
just us muoh as in former daye? Wy
read that He doeg nat change, but was,
the same yesterfiy, today and fop.
ever* — that His wunys are one etergal:
round.

A little over half a century agp w
young mau, & Dative of this Iand, ge
clared that God had reveated Himgelf
to him that the Father and the Sop'
nad* appeared unte himin the jay
time—not in & dream of the night—ang’
that the Father; pointing to the Sonp
said, **This i3 my beloved Bon; hear
Him.”” He was an unlear .ed youth,'
and he prayed to God in the Blmp]loit_)z
uf his heart desiring to know the truth.
He had read iu the Epistle of James:'
*If any man lack wis lom let him ask®
of God, who giveth to all men libera)ly
and upbraideth not,” ete. He praved'
in iaith to God to manifest to fim:
which was the true reilgion; he be-
lieved thiat God would answer him,.
But how many people when they gaid
their prayers nowadaye ever thought
or believed that God would answer
them? How many of the divinea of the-
pineteentb century who with tolded®
nande and eyes rolled up to neaven,
and in ganctified tones JXepemated the'
prayera which bhad been writlen fog
them, Bunday after Bund.y, expected
to got a direct anawer from God? Nope
many, if any, This boy, believing-
that God would snewer him, prayed inf
faith and received this divine mani«
festation, an:l he bore testlmony td the
world to the vision whicli he had seen
Then he wae hooted at and scoffed by
tbe most “religious’ peuple of the
tine, in the neighborhood 1a wWhich he
lived. Yhy? Because the very iden
that God would manife-t himeself in'
the nineteenth century was anbsolutely
absurd in their eyes. Revelation had
ceased, according to modern *Christ?
fan?? dootrine. ‘The “awiul volee ofr
prophecy,”’ to use a quotation from

ue of the most noted divines,
‘was psilenced for ever.? The
canon of Heripture  was  fulls
Revelation WAH finlshed with

the Bible, according to their ldens. 8o
when Joseph Smith eame and bure tes’

timony to this vision they deciared if



