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hishia nostrils the breath of life and man
became a living soupysoul an intelligent
being all people received that spirit
naturally at birth but there waswaa a
higher endowment given afterward by
the almighty to those who received
his word and obeyed his command-
ments it was called the gift of
the holy ghost and it was by
that gift and power that thehe
prophets in ancient times and
wrote the books contained in the old
testament by which the apostles
wrote the things that were inspired
contained in the new testament

of course the prophets here spoken
0 ov were thei hebrew prophets but
liebe asked hhadad the manifestations of the
almighty been confined to one race
of people he did not believe they
had he recognized the fact that 0gajd
chose israel specially and their proph-
ets to be his oracles but he believed
that goddadgod bad regard to his children in
other parts of the world besides pales-
tine and had raise up good men
through whom hebe hadbad manifested his
light and truth for the benefit of the
people aming whom they lived not
always in the same degree of power
and intelligence but according to the
condition circumstances capabilities
andnd nee settles of the people in various
ages and parts of the world

he believed that all the religions
which had had force in the world
which bad swayed the minds of mil
aloneilione of the human family were in the
beginning the revelations of god nutdot
ithac those revelations had come down
to later generations in their purity
but in the beginning godod raised uupp
great men whom Hhe inspired in
whom he put hisHIR spirit and that they
brought forth truth according to the
circumstances and needs of the people
to whom they were sent and the peo-
ple hadbad been blessed and benefited by
bearkhearkeningening to their voice but as in
the case of all other religions in the
beginning they were pure in after
years they became corrupted and the
ideas and notions of men hadbad been
mingled with them S it was with
the sayings otof the ancient pro-
phets so with the doctrines
they promulgated jesus christ
came into the world at the time
appointed and brought from god to the
people truths that were revealed in the
earlier ages of the world but which hadbad
been lost from among men through
their darkness transgressions and lack
of faith and these in their turn had
been perverted by human opinions

jesus of nazareth camecame as the son of
representingGod Almightythe father
he was the brightness of his glory
andnd the express image of his person P

this taught us that god is a pereanperson
not a diffused spirit or something that
could not be comprehended at allali but
ann individual a personality and jesus
was his express image the brightness
of his glory his first begotten iuin the
0endspiritrt in the eternal world and nilall man-
kind he said were his brethren god
was the father of us all the spirits of
men were his offspring th a was
what the apostle meant when he
said we have had fathers of our
flesh who corrected us and we gave
them reverence shall we not much
rather be in subjection to the father of
8spiritsbrits and live hebrews xii 9meif we were obedient to the fathers of
our flesh howbow much mmorere should

we be obedient to him who tois the
father of our spirits imimmortalmortal be-
cause they were the offspring of an im-
mortal being the idea that god
was a phantom without body parts or
passions whose centre was everywhere
and his circumference nowhere 2 awaswag a
something which men had evolved
out of their own minds but which
god himself had not communicated
in any age of the world jesus said
he that hathbath seen me hathbath seen the

father he and the father were
one that was one in sentiment in
spirit but not in personality he
prayed that all his disciples might
become one even as he and the fa-
ther were one

it was a very singular thing that
people who professed to believe in the
bible who sang

holy bible bookbeoh divine
precious treasure thou art mine

and would pretend to believe that god
in ancient days in diversdiver ways

aad at sundry times would not be
lieve that he would or could speak to
man in modern timstima ttit was a mar
vel to him but that was a doctrine of
modern christendom which taught
that the bible was the only word of
ledgod and that whatsoever was not in
cNanceacaccordance therewith and could not
be proved Vietherebyreby was not to be re-
ceivedd as an article of faith y he
would like to know where either in the
old or new testament it was declared
that the time when the word of the
lord should come to the people of the
earth was limited where could we find
within the lids of the bible any declar-
ation that gdGA would nevermore speak
to mankind nowhere why should
it be so why should god suddenly
cease to speak to the inhabitants
of the earth seal up the heavens
as brass and close up all com-
municationmunication from on high the
speaker could see no reason for it
and certainly there was n revelation
for it 0oua the contrary iomesome of those
men through whom gid in an-
cient times declared that the time
would come when all people living
would hive the knowledge of god
should know him from the least even
unto the greatest could man find out
god by his own researches Nottno it wagwax
not in his power the only way
whereby man could learn of god his
father was by revelation he could
not tear away the covering which hid
the almighty from his gaze men
by searching cannot find out god
we were told in holy writ but jesus
saidpaid 1I thank thee 0 father that
thou hastbast kept these hid from
the wise and the prudentprudeut and hast re-
vealed them untou nto babes etc

and no man the sn
but the father neither any
man the father but the son and hebe to
whomsoever the son will reveal him

the only way whereby man could
learn of god then was by revelation
from him and if it required revelation
one or two thousand years ago to en-
able mankind to understand him it
would take revelation to do a in the
nineteenth century but people hail
come to be so wondrously wise in their
own conceitcon reit that they thought
they did nt need revelation
now he would admit that there bad
been wonderful developments of
knowledge in this nineteenth century
in various departmentsthat science hadbad

made raptrapidd strides that godgad hadbad beet
pleased to enlighten the minds of i

soao that great truths hadbad been brou
forth he believed that all this
come from lad that all the anvein
eions so called which had been mada
in this age had joeenbeen brought forf
by the power of god for the benefit
mankind but notwithstanding t
wisdom and developments of the pi
out century the wise men of the a
hadbad not been able to explain t t
people who or what god is nor deedec
anything which would unitsunite them
their religious views and worship
deed the more they preached by ct
enticing words of mans wigw is torn an
brought torchforth the results of their isarle
ing study and researches the mac imdid they becloud the minds of menmei
regard to theology and bring in cac OW
fusion worse confounded PY

the attempts majemade by the learnedlearne
the azeae to describe godmeregod were
ly ridiculous and contradictory pfre
the time when devised
creed until now all such
tempts had proved utter fallufaili
all mankind could learn of godgo
he would reveal himself to therathem 1

what was there to hinder it Wv
should he not reveal himself tc
just as much asaa in former days
read that he doeLloeamtnt change but W
the same yestyesermy today and
everdyever that his ways are one ete
round

A little over half a century agoag
young man a native of this landjand
dared that god had revealed hihin
to him that the father and the ga
hied appeared unto him in the d
time not in a dream of the night 1a
that the father pointing to the I1

said this tois my beloved son h
him he was an ed yoYOU
and he prayed to god in the simplic
af his heart desiring to know the tr
he had read in the epistle of jaija
if any man lack wig lornjoin let him

of god who to all men libeilibe
and upbraid eth not etc he pra
in faith to gd to manifest to hi
which was the true religion hebe
lieveld that god would answer hi1

but how many people when they
their prayers nowadays ever thoi
orbellor believedeved that god would anamN

them how many of the divines 0i
nineteenth century who with leito
handsbands and eyes rolled up to hea
and in sanctified tones zopearepeatedted
prayers which hadbad been written
them sunday after bundsunday y
to get a direct answer from god
many if any this boy belaev
that god would answer him prayedpraye
faith and received this divine ro
festation and he bore testimony vbth
world to the vision which he had a
then he was hootedbooted at and scoffed
the most religious people of
time in the neighborhood Isin which
lived why because the very I1
that god would hanife t himself
the nineteenth century was absolu
absurd in their eyes revelation
ceased according to modern chrch
janayian doctrine the awful voleevoid
prophecy to use a quotation 1

one of the most noted alvme
was silenced for ever

canon of scripture was
revelation was finished Wi
the bible according to their ideas
ahouabou joseph smith came and bore

to this vision they declareddeclare
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