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Popacatepetl, which, it really in
progress, is the first occurrence of the
kind for wearly four hundred years.
Popocatepetl, if not the highest, ts at
least uext to the highest mountain in
North Ameriea, the d: ubt being rather
in faver of Orizaba, apvther MeXican
voleano,

Readers of history will remember
thal the‘‘great smoking mountain,”’ as
its name means, was reputed to be in
aGlive and disastrous comrmotion about
the time of the Bpanisb conquest of
the Aztecs’ land. Since then it bas
been quiesceunt, thoug keeping up a
peace’ul and continuoussmi king. The
columnp agcending from its cons has i
timee been vizible forgreal distances,but
there has not usualiy been anything to
interfere with a descent Into the erater
or with the operations of the laborers
epgaged in collecting sulphur there.
The Boston Herald, describing the
vasl fields of lava and the hundreds of
extincl coues in that parl of Mexico,
argues that tbese nll show that at a
prriod of comparatively recent date, iu
a geologieal sense, there was 8 terrible
volcanic sactivity. One great beo
of lava runs far towards the Pacific
coast from the peak of Ajusco,
the third highesi welevalion about
the vailey of Mexino. Many scientiats
have regatded it as not at ajl unlikely
that Popocatepetl shounla break out
very actively some day. Mexics has
two very active vyleapoes: The peak
of Colima, near the coast, and the
eomparatively slight emin- nce of Jjo-
rulla iu the state of Michoacan. These
ate hoth remote from lnes of travel
As Popocatepetl js very near the Cit)
of Mexion, with raiiw:y lirea acrose
both ite western and easlern fianks, it
would vffer an vprivaled opportunity
for touriets (0 see 8 “live vylesnc,??
shculd it really proveto be in active
eruptivn.

TIE FUROPEAN SINUATION.

The recent news fro n Furope is of &
rather gerious character, As siartline

as 8 peal of thunder from a clear rEy
came the intelllgence that three Fnu-
lish officers and sixteen biack poldiers
in the British service bhad been killed
by Frenchmen in Afrlos, somewhers
in tbe Niger valley, The unightly en-
counter wae thought Jikely to result in
gerious compliéntions, butas it was ex-
plained thut the affair wue the result of
3 mistake of the commanding Freuch
officer, who also was killed in the n.
eounter, it is «xpected that the pay-
ment of an indemnity and an expiau-
atiou of the oircumstances by the
French will appease the wrath of the
Britishh lion. However, tbe aflair is
pot ¢alculated to strengthen the friena-
1y relations between Lhe two countries,
already rather sirained since the Biam
atlair.

Stiit more startlinz rumors comoe
trom Italy. The rcanty telegraphic a:
vice- tell of the revolt on RBicily and
the mubiiization of troops all over the
gingdom, but particalarly on the
French frontier, from whioh the in-
ference may be drawmwn that pet all,
by a long way, is toli. Bpecial eor-
respondents to foreign paters say thas
Italy is on the verge of a revolution
and that marters have gone #o far that
the king has transferred his private
cash amouniing to about $29,000.000 1o
Liondou bankers, as 1f preparinyg for the

possible emergency of baving to leave
the country a ruglitive,

Bhould these rumore prove true,
the epiteation in Italy may be
compareit to that of [France
betore the lmet war. The roiten-
ness of the admi.istration had be-
come so obnoxious o the people, thal
the only resoorce left the imperia)
government was to divert the atten-
{ion to other matters, in whicbh said
governmenl succeeded so weil that the
popular oulcry agaipnst the emperor
wad changed to one yeil avainst Ger-
many. Itja already stated tbat the
present Italian rulers are prepared Lo
try a sitnilur plan. Bubsidized papere
tell of Freoch intrigues in Bicily apa
hostile intentions against the EKing-
dom. Tbere may be & truth 1n such
rumors but they barmonize with the
popular anti French sentiment and
serve (o keep the embers glowling ready
fur 4 big bleze at any time,

It is eignificant that while Italy
iz working up a strong feeling
against the Freuch, German paper:
are equalty busy against Ruesia. The
stury of (he massacre of Catholica ip
the church st Kroshe serves this pur-
puse admirably. Tbe condemnation
of tbis fiendish aftair, the particuiars
uf which have appeared o the NEws,
can hardly be expressed in too strobg
terme, and it ia used with effect.

In Auwstris, tue third power of the
Triple Alliance, astory is circuisted to
the eflect that a Czech conspiracy has
been discovered in Bohemls, paid for
and gstlmulated by Freoch money.
All this certainly looks like a conoerted
effort to unite firmly the three powers
of the Triple Allianoe vy strengthen-
ing the hostlle sentlmeunt against
France and Russia.

When tue present atate of affairs in
tbe old worid is counsidered, the
keen etatesmanship necessary to
kevy the equilibrtium uandisturbeu
may be o1 jectored. How long, we
may well ask, shal) the patione suffer
their rulers to keep them ovn the edge
of a bulning veicano, threatening erup-
tlon every minute? How long betore
il wiil ve seeu thal the best interests ol
all are best served by everybody at-
tending to his own uftatrs, ana ali
striving to excel in the pursbita ol
peace anu the pr.motion of individua
bappiness on the basis of the great
principles of that reiigion which ali
Europs confessesl

——

POLISII SUGAR-MAKERS.

A New Orleaus weekly, eaillng
under the tremendous Gtitle of The

Lowsiana Planter and Sugar Manu-
facturer, 18 a bright and aewsy ‘ex:
ponent of the iutereste that such a
periodical miyht be expecied to look
ufter. [is rangs of inlormation seems
to be wide a8 the earth, aud it gleans
and gathers from various climes with
much skiil apt freedom. Qalifuruia,
up ‘‘the paracise of the sugar beet,?
apd spme ol the work done in that
greal etate in pugar-making, cume in
Lr prominoent mention, apd among
rews items is the following repreduced
from & Pacific coast paget:

The Poles are atier the persipomons in
spite of the danger to the bonnty. It is
telegraphed from Omaha that Count Lu-
binski and other Polish capitalists have

beaen tbera for monshs investigating the

beet sngar Industry with 1he view to es-
tablishing large factories. They havs de-
cided to establish a factory and a refinery
at a cost of 31,500,000, and will bring over
a colony of Poiish bee. sugar farmers.

—_——

A GREAT PAWNSILUOP.

Plans for the relier of the poor—prace
ticable, visionary, and other kinds—
have probably exoited more attention
from philanthropists and publicista

during the past three yearsthan at auy
previous time in allthe world’s history.
Pbe schemes proposed range all the
way from the f ndachentally correct
idea of furnighing work to the unem-
ployed, up to the wildest vagaries of
scme calllng themselves Populists, and
ty the Lloodiest mutterings of the an=-
archists. There ie no doubt that the gen-
eroaity of the classes,employed through
organjzed charlty, bag heen adequate
to the relief of millions of deserving
poor. On the other hand it is unde-,
niable that vast eume have been.
squandered in improper distributien,
abd that thovsande of the bepeficiaries
are undeserviig according to &any
definition that law or morsality or
common sense Is acquainted with,

It now appears that in thickly popu-
ated eastern sectione of ovur country
toe actually needy are not confined to
the ranke of thouse usually regarded us
destitute. Tbe wants of the latter can
be seen &t a glance; receiving no
income Irom any suree, and with
notbiong to sell, not even their labor,
their only recourse i8 to the charity of
'he :tate or their better-sapplied fellow-
men. But evidence is accumuiating
that amovug those tormerly |held to be
tarifty anda well-to.do, continued loes
of emoployment hes reduted many to
the severest straite, and iz surely and
rapidly absorbing not only their lttle
savings but personal poseessions which
are commonly regarded as indispens-

able. How best to ain thess
really deserving persone—who re-
guire only temporaly assisiance,

not regular charity, is 8 new feattire of
the grave preblem of the day. One
solulion ie oftered by the New York
Tribune,in the estabiishment of a8 great
pawnshop. That paper argues that
sinete &n immense amouunt ¢f mohey
and supplies is ure to be provided by
the benevolent people of New York,
and there fg danger that it will not
only be largely wasted but that 1te dls-
tribution will develop permanent evils,
every cilizen is bound so far as he can
to avert these couscquences by seeing
to it that hia ouwn gills are
not unwisely bestowed. [f continues,
that of & difterent sort, though direct.
ly suggested by these considerations,
.5 the relief that might be turnished
hy the greafion, under proper reguls-
tione,of a greal pawushop similar in ot~
fanization and administration to the
Mont de Plete 1o Paris. In New York,
as in all great cities, the pawubroker-
age syetem ig little better than an in=
strument of rapacity; snd the Tribune
maint=ine that to greater aervice
couid be rendered to the deserving
4oor in the present emergvuey th an
by the estublishment of an iustitution
for louning wmoney to them upen the
miscellaneous articles which they
could spare now and which they might
redeem upon payment of reasonable
intereet hereafter, By thal meane



