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«BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD,

An Epistle of the Twelve Apostles to the Saints of
the last days.

The building of the Temple of the Lord in the
city of Nauvoo. is occupyving the first place in the
exertions and prayers of wuny of the Suiunts at
the present time, knowing ss they do, that if this
building is not eompleted speedily. ‘we shall be
rejected as a Church with our dead;’ 1or the
Lord our God hath spoken it.

But while manv are thus engaged in laboring
and wa'ching and praying for this all important
object, there are many. very many more, who do
not thus come up to their priv lege and their duty
in this thing, and in many ins‘aices we are con-
fident thut their negleet ur ses from a want of
proper unders‘anding of the principles upon which
this building is fouunded, and by which it mnust be
completed. .

The children of Israel were commanded to Luill
n house in the lind of promise; nnd so are the
Saiuts of the last divs, as you will see in the Re-
velation given to Joseph the Seer Junuary 19.
1841, wherein those ordinances may be revesled
which have been hid for ages, even their anoint-
in:s and washings, and bantisms for the deud;
wherein they may meet in solemn w-semblivs for
their memorialz, sacrifiers, and oracles in their
most holy places; and wherein they may receive
conversations, and stututes, and judrments, lor
the beginning of the revelstions ané foundations
of Ziou, und the glory, and henor, and sdornment
of all her muui‘gi* als, through the mediam which
God hath ordained.

In the saume revelation, the ecmmand iz, to “ull
the Sain‘s from afar,’ us well as those already
guthered to this pluee; to arise with one conseul
and bu'ld the Temple; to prepare a place where
the Most High may manifes! himself to his people,
No one is excepted who hath onght in his posses.
gion, for what have ye, that ye huve not received?
And [ will require mine own with usury, saith
the Lord; so that those whao live thousands of
mles from th's place, come under the same law,
nnd are entitled to the sarme blessings and privi-
legas as those who have already gathered.

But some may say, how cau this be, I am not
there, therefore I cannot meet in the Templs,
cannot be baptized in the font? The command
of heaven is to von, to all. gather; and when you
arrive here, i itis foand that you have previous'y
gent up of vour gold or your silver, or your
substance, the tithings and conseeritions which
are required of you for this building, you will
find your names, tithings and cons-crutions writ-
ten in the Book of the Law of the Lord, to be
kept in the Temple, as u witness in your fuvor,
showing that yoa are a proprictor in that hui!ding,
nnd are entitled to your share of the privileges
thereunto belonging

Oue of those privileges which is particularly
attracting the notice of the Saints at the pres-n
moment, is, buptism for the dead, &e., in the

font, which is so [ar compleled us to be dedicated,
and severs! have already attended to this ordi- !
pance by which the sick have bren made whole,
.and the prisoner set free; bat while we have
been ca'led to ad niuister this o dinauece, we
have beeu lod {o iuquire into the propriety of
baptizing those who have not been o'iedient, and
ussisted to build the place for baptism; and i
seems to us nareasonabl to expect that the great
Jehovah will approbuate such an adiministrution;
for if the Churehh must be brought auder con-
demnation, and rejected with her dead, i she
fail to build th2 house and its apuartenances,
why shonld not indiviloals of the Chureh, who
thus neglect, come under the same condemuation?
For if they ure to be rijected, they may as well
b:a rﬁjt‘clad withont baptism, 28 with, lor their
baptisas ean be of no avail before G d, and the
time to baptlize them may be sppropristed to
building the walis of the house, and this is ae-
cording to the understanding whieh we have re-
eeived from him whe is our spokesman.

Lot it not be supposed that the sick and the
destitut» are to he denied the blessin:s of the
Lord’s House: God forbid; his eye is ever over
them for good. He that hath not, and eannot
obtain, but saith in his heart, if 1 had, I would
give freely, Is aceept-d s freely as he that gives
of his abuadanee. The Temple is to be built by
tithing and consecration, and every oue is ul

. o

liverty to comsccrate ull they fiud in their hearts|

so to do; but the tithings required, is one tenth
of ull any possessed st the eommencement of the
buildir g, and one tenth part of all his iucrease
from that tiine ill the enmpletion of the same,
whether it be wmoney or whbatever he may be
blessed with.

Muuv in this place are laborirg every tenth

Tuesday, 14 —1 commenced openiog, unpack-
ing and assorting u lot of dry goods in the second
story of my new store, situate on the north west
corner of Block 155. The joiners and masons
are vet at work in the lower part of the building.

Wednesday, 15.—In reply to inquiries con-
cerning Almon W. Bablitt, the priuting press,

day for the housr, and this is the t t.ing of their
income, for they bave nothing else; others would
lnbor the same but they ure sick, therefore excu-
sable; when they get well, let them hegin; while
there are others who appear to thivk their own
husiness of more importance than the Lord's.
To such we would ask, who gave yau your time,
heslth, strength, and put yon into business? Aund
will von not begin quickly to retarn wity uasury
thut w!ich yvou have received? Qur God will
not wait niways,

We would remind some two or three hundred
¢lders, who offered to go ont on missions, some
<ix months, others one year, and some two years,
and had their missious assigned them at the Gen-

Ki tland, &e., contsined in a letter written at
Kirtlind, November 16, 1841, by Lester Brooks
aud Zobedee Coltrin, acing presidents, and The-
mas Burdick, bishop and council, to President
Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, &ec., it was
di cided us follows: *

“[t remuins for Almon W. Bubbitt to offer
satisfuction, if he wishes g0 to d». according to
the minutes of the Conference. You are doubt-

less all well aware that all the Stakes, except

those in Hancock county, Itlinois, and Lee coun-
ty, Inwa, were discontinued some time since b
the First Presidency, as published in the Times

= ==
and unbelief, ¢ for whom the Lord loveth he
| chusteneth, and scourgeth every son and daughter
|whun? he receiveth,” and if we do not receive
 chastisements then we are bastards and not sons.”

On the subject of revelution, he said, * a man
' would commund his son to dig potatoes and -addle
his herse, but before he had done either he would
tell i to do somnething eise. This is all con-
sidered right; but as soon ss the Lord gives a
commandment and revokes that deeree and com-
mands sowething else, then the prophet is con-
sidered fallen, &e. Because we will not receive
chastisement at the hand of the prophet and
 aposties, the Lord chastiseth ns with sickness
and death. [et not any man publish his own
righteousness, for others can see that for him;
 sooner let him confess his sins, and then he will
| be forgiven, and he will bring forth more fruit.
iWhen @ corrupt man is chastised he gets angry
‘and will not endure it. The reason we do not

and Seasons; but as it appears that there are| have the secrets of the Lora revealed unto us, is
many in Kirtland who desire to remain there, because we de not keep them, but reveal them;

eral Conference tu lubor on the Temple. that must
of their names are still with us, and we wish
them to call and toke their numes away, und give
them up to the building committee.

Brethren, you have us great an interest at stake
in thie thing ne we have, but as our Master, even
the Master-builder of the Temple, whose throne!
is on high, has seen fit to con-titute us stewurds
in gome parts ol his household: we feel it impor-
tant for us to see to it that our Muster is not
defrauded, and especivlly by those who huve
p‘FdEHd their word, their time, their l.uIEﬂFH, to his
services: and we hope this gentle hint will suflice,
thut we may rot be cowpelled to publish the
names of those referred to.

Probublv some may think they could have gone
an a mission, but cannct lubor, us they have no
means of boarding themselves, but let sueh rem-
ember that several score of brethren aud sisters
in this city, offered 'o the General Conlerence, to
hoard ene or more laborers on the Temple till the
sune should be completed, and but few of these,
as ve!, have had the opportanity of boarding.
To =l sueh we would say, youn ares not forgotten.
we have vour names ulso, anc we exnect soon to
gend snn;n on# to vour tuble, therelore puat yonr
houses in order nnd never be ready to refuse the
first offor of a gnest.

Largs stores of provisions will be required to
complete the work, snd now is the time for
securing it, while meat is plenty and can be had
for one hall the value that it ean =t other s«a-
sons of the year, and the weather is cool and
snitable for packing. Let the brethren for two
handred miles around drive their fut esttle and
hogs to this place, where they may be preserved,
and there will be a supply till anether favo. uble
«ouson rolls round, or ‘iill the end of the
labor,

Now is the time to secure food. Now is the
firne that the Trustee is ready to reevive your
droves. Not the muimed, the lean, the halt, and
the blind. and such that you eannot nse; it is for
the Lord, and he wants no such offering; but it
vou want his blessing give him th= best, give him
as good as he has given yon. Beds and bed-
ding, socks, mittens, shoes, clothing of every
description, and store gonds are needed for the
comfort of the laborers this winter; journeymen
stone cutters, qnarrymen, teams aud lesmsters
for drawing stone, und ull kinds of provision
for men and besst. are needed in abundance.

There are individuals who bhave given nothing
a8 vet, either as tithings or ¢ ‘ugeeration, thinkiog
that they shull be able to do a great deal some
time henee, if they coutinne their present jncorne
to their own uvse: but this is a mistuken ides,
Suppose that_all should act npon this priceipl-,
no oneé would do aught at present, ennsequeptly
the building must cease, and this generstion
remain without a house, and the Charch be re-
jeeted; then suppose the next generation labor
apon the same prineiple, and the same in ull sue-
ceeding generations, the Son of God would uever
have a place on earth to lay his head.

Let every individual remember that theic tith-
ings and cousecrations are required from what
they have. and not what they expect to have
gome time hence, and are wunted for immediite
use.  All money and other property designed for
tithings and eonsecratious to i1he building of the
Temple, must hereafter be presented to the T'rus-
tee in Trast, Presilent Joseph Smith, and en-
ter+d at the Recorder’s Office in the book before
referred to;. nnd all receipts now holden by indi-
viduuls, which they have received of the building
committee for property defivered to them, must
algo be forwarded to the Recorder’s Office for
eutry, to securs the appropriation of suid property
according to the original design.

The elders every where will instruct the breth-
ren both in public and in private, in the principles
and doctrine set forth in this Epistle, so that
every individual of the Churchi may huve u per-
fect understandirg of his daty and privilege,

BRIGHAM YOUNG,
HEBER C. KIMBALL,
ORSON PRATT,
WILLIAM SMITIH,
LYMAN WIGHT,
WILFORD WOODRUFF,
JOHN TAYLOR,

GEO. A. SMITH,
WILLARD RICHARDS.”

and bui'd up thut place, and as you have muade | We do not keep our own secrets, but reveal our
great exertions nccording to your letter, to estah-  difficultics to the world, even to our enemies, then
lish a printing press, and take care of the poor, how would we keep the secrets of' the Lord? I
&e., since that period, you may as well continue | can keep a secret till Doomsday. What greater
operations acrording to your desiins, and go on ! love huth auy man thau that he lay down his life
with your prining, and do what you can in | for his friend; then why not fizht for our friend
righteousness to build up Kirtland, but do not | until we die?"”
suffar yourselves to harbor the idea that Kirtland | Elder Brigham Young said: #One thing lay
will rise on the ruins of Nanvoo. It is the pri- | with weight on his mind; that is that we should
vilege of brethren emigrating from any quarter to|be prepared to keep each commandment as it
come to this place, and it is not right to attempt | came from the Lord by the mouth of the prophet,
to persuade those who desire it, to stop short.”* land as the Lord bad commanded us to build a
(The foregoing is an extract from my letter in | temple we should Jdo it speedily.”
I"E}]h' ) W - e —

The Twelve A VHY THERE 18 No Raiy 1N Peru—In Peru,
Kimnball's. South Ameriea, ruin is unknown. The coast of

Thuarsday. 16.—Williun Wightman of Ramus, P'f:iu is.w‘;:hi" the r‘“g*““ of P“fl*ﬂlﬂﬂl souttheast
delivered to President Joseph Simith, sole Trustee (e iR !f: IThu"gl th? Pﬂwj“" shores are on
in Trust, the deed for the unsold and bonded|'"® VeTE® 0f the great South Sea boiler, yet it

'ots of lund in the town of Ramus, bearing ;h,;Q““wr rains there. The resson is plein,  The
December 8, 1841; ulso the plot of the “first

postles were in council at Elder

'}anuthmml trade winds in the Atlantic Oceun first
addi ion to Ramu=."’ and the notes whieh huve |

heen reeeived of individuals who have parchased |
lots, and the bonds ef William Miller, September |
21, 1840, and of Ute Perkins, November 26, |

strike the water on the esst coast of Afriea.
Traveling to the northwest, they blow obliquely
ac, 088 (he ocean until they reach the coust of
Brazil, By this time they ure heavily laden with

concerning moboersey, from a person lute 1rom

g0 that persons ordering anv person to leave

L nett, E<q., is deserving of the las'ing gratitude of

judig+d conrse towards us us a people, in giving us

vapor, which they continwe to bear along across
the continent, depositing it as they go, und sup-
| plying with it the sources of the Rio de la Plata
iaud the southern tributaries of the Amazon.
Finally they reach the snow-capped Andes, and
lhere is wrung from them the last particls of
{ moisture that that very low temperature can ex-
(tract.  Reacning the summit of that rangs, they
now tumble down as cool and 'dry winds on the
 Pacific slopes beyond. Meeting with no evapor-
uting surface, and with no temperature colder
than that to which they were subjected on the
mountsin fops, they reach the ocean be'ore they
become charged with fresh vapor, and befors,
therefore, they huve any which the Peruvian cli-
mute can extract. Thus we see how the top of
the And»s becomes the reservo’r from which are

1940, and of Wiilium J. Perkine, November 7.
1540, and of John F. Charles, November 16,
1841, for lots of lund adjoiving Ramus, and
which may hereafter be added to the town plats
(apart of the lund ineloded in William Miller's
bond is included in the first acdition to Ramus,
and the notes were transferred to the sole Tras-
tee in Trast, for the benefit of the whole chureh
hy a vota of the Raumas Conference, December
4 and 5, 1841) after spplving sofficient of said
property 1o liguidate the elaims of those from
whom the town was purchused, and also paving
two notes given by William Wightman for |
money horrowed to pay for the above property,
viz: to Lvman Prentice §11,45, and James
Cummins §30.00, nud some other sinall demands
against said Wightinan, which have heen con-

tructed for the benefit of the Church i *Priied the rivers of Chili and Peru.—[Licuten-
Ramus. st Maary. X
Siturday, 18.—1 attended the ecity council,| LirTLE CHILDREN AT SonooL —-As publie

und stated circamstances which 1 had heard !schools are now conducted, attendance nnder 8

years of age is an nnmit gated curse. However,
three hours attendance will hardly be enongh se-
rionaly to harm them, perhaps not st ull, as the
restraiot being of short duration will not injure

Muacombe, and requested un ordinance passed,

their peaceuble homes could be dealt with rigor-
ouslv; also presented the following—*“Resolved | the body, and will hurdly be sufficient to inspire
by the eity eouncil of the city of Nanvoo, that |everhisting hate of the school-room as 2 prisoun.
the high-winded and hovorable editor of thelu fact, the school-room is but a prison to one
New York Weekly Herald, James Gordon Ben- | shut up in it, doing nothing, or wi'h nothine te
do; and that is almost absolutely the condition of
those less than eight years of age now in the pub-
lic schools, especinily unde? the odern yud “mod-
el” (1) system of “Classificati m.”” Indeed, under
the present system of teaching words from a book
—iustead of teliiug them fucts, things, and ideus,
and putting them to the wile-awaks work of self-
insiruction=——whether ostensiblv busy or idle, the
schivol=room, to those under Pi:.:hl, i3 a prison and
only a prison. Would to God a child under eight
might neveragain be seen in a public school-room,
till the work aud the ideas which now prevail there
are tolally revolutionized! The Creator never de-
signed the little innocents should stady hooks—to
do that which they neither comprelend wor
enjoy—us we Know from the fuct thut He did not
give thom the ablity or the disposition—[W. L.

this community, for his very liberal and unpre-

a fair hearing in his paper, thus enabling us to
rench the ears of a portion of the community,
who, otherwise would ever have remaived igno-
rant ol otir privciples nud practices.

Resolved twt we reconmumend our feilow eiti-
zens to subseribe for the New York Weekly
Herald, and thus ba found patronizing true merit,
industrv, und euterprize.”

Sundav, 19.—<The T'welve were in couancil at
Elder B. Young’s, moruning.

Meeting at my house in the evening.

The subjoined mibutes are from Elder W,
Woodruff®s journal:—

“Elder H. C. Kimball preached at the house of
President Joseph Smith, on the parable in the 18th | Craundal.
chapter of Jeremizh, of the clay io the hands of |  Sropy 1N ﬂAI.Lﬁm vy T G L N

the potter, thgt when it marred in the hands of | . ,
i : sed n .- )
the polter it wus cut off' the wheel and Jh&‘ll'];?m wi::,%::;T:,{B?du;?;ﬁé:en;”gdl ‘;‘.lhe
thrown back aeain iata the mill, {0 go into the ; 3 age, ear
& e Fulton, a great deal of fencing was blown down.

next bateh, and was a vessel of dishonor; but all | 4. :
clay ll'i‘t formed well in the hands of the potter, | Lhe State Lunatic Asylum sufiered a good deal

*'lud Was 'F'.l-”il.hlf‘, wus 4 vessel of h'ﬂ“ﬂr; H“d thug th hﬂ.'i'lﬂg i Iﬂ.rgt‘ hl.ll'ﬂhEl‘ ﬂf siates biown fl‘qm

it \vas with the buman family, and ever wil be; | '0€ T00f, and the West gable end of Westmiu-

all that aes pliable in the hunds of God and are |81€7 College was biowa down. ' The faruiers in

obedient to lils commands, are vessels of houor, | the country ﬁ““"*lﬂéd great damage in the pros-

and God will receive them. tration of their fruit trees, &o.— [ Missousi Re.
President Joseph arose and suaid; * Brother publican, May 5.

Kimball has given you a trae explanation of the WA BN 1
purable, and then read the paruble of the vine 05 A countryman attended oue of the Prest

and its brapches, and expluined ity and said, if E:;;l:u:?:z:, I?F::“i::lfl: the l"i_"‘;’; ::I'!’““‘d w full
we kept the cornmindments of Geod, we should | yi (O 8ay, WIlh diveses cat very

t #
briug forth fruit and be the friouds of God, sud | he Beck, und leaving not so much to tho
know what eur Lord d'd.

imagination as poetry would requoie, as to the
Some people say 1 am a falien prophet, because Shetyi bl sancelied and bulldisclomd. - Wiea
[ do not bring forth more of the word ef the

the uusoplticated citizeu was ubout 1o ‘ake his
Lord. Why do I not do it? Are we able 1o re- leave, the P‘relidrapt asked him (speaking of the
ceive it? No! not one in this yoom. He then

“Naavow, Thiucie, December 19, 1841,

before, **No,” gaid he ¢mphatcsily,  uoi singe I

levee, of course) if he had ever sesn such a sight
chustgned the congregretiqn for their wickeduess| oo weuned!?



