individual wet with a
turned his course
his dishon-

t'his meteoric
reverse Whic;1 i
d. ~ Proo

::t(;f‘wmatrengtbened the govern-
ment in  applyinR. the  process.
of extinguishment to_ his case. In
taking steps against him for the safety
of f.}le_ Republic and the nipp_lng of
Cgesarism ID the bu_d, the administra-
tion showed determination and slates-
manship that was beyond what might
have beeD anticipated frem the qﬂv.
ent of Frauce. From that time
lid rapidly in the directivn
of nothingism.

_ernm
Boulanger 8
of the reglod

hief a
er:;h:'a(;, when he was the military

ance, to precipilate n war
?’i‘;férerlj:ﬂn)f’ In the event of vie-
toi-y and the coneequent regaining of
French prestigs he felt sure that he
would be the idol of the people. When
the French have a human deity to wor-
hip they have Do use for a republic.
l:n:p x peated result was, doubtless"that
Bozranl;er would be Emperor or Dicta-
tor. This wotld be the N'aa_lizatlon of
the summit of his ambition, as be
would then rank, io worldly greatness,
with the only Napoleon. Such was
doubtless Boulanger’s dream, and his
migerable end gshows how far he fell
short of 1ts realization. To use n homely
figure, he “went up like a rooket and
came down like 8 stick.*

If Boulanger uttered the last words
aitributed to bim said to have been
add ressed to big valet, his mind_ must
indeed have become poverty Strlcke'n.
© A lthough I am forsaken by all, I still
know what to do” Any f09l would
know enough to commib B'ulmde. But
the true man only know? bow to ex-
hibit fortitude in the midst of adver-

sity and show 8 boild front in the face

of misfortune.
————————

SMALL IN GREAT TRINGS.

wLg BoLIEL? 8ays, “What =2
splendld career Boulanger wou_ld have
had pe » simple goldier.?? If this senti-
ment were engraved on the brass but-
tons of every soldier in regular service
and on the badge of authority of every
public servant enjoying the people’s
con fidence, it would increase the normal
product of great men and lessen the
regular output of wasted genius a
hundred fold.

It is u deplorable fact that the aver.
age mind of this ambitious genera-
tion cannot sustain success, The ge-
nius to BoAT now-i-da¥s breeds muech
faster than the strength to endure the
strain of these grand and lofty fiights
of ambition. As a result a great many
eplendid  simple soldlers 'hecome
fallen and dishonored generals. Many
splendid small men of all sorts mouni

im nf the deceased gen- |

higher than their rightful degree, and
s0 tumgble and break their neckg and
likewise thelr reputations. This is a
sorrowful state of things, because the
world har no true greatness in any ca-
pacity to squander.

THE SILVER QUESTION COMING TO
A FOCUS.

.

THE free gilver coinage question ia
fast becoming n direct political issue
But it does not seem to shape itself in.
the direction of old party liner. Dur-
ing the discussions in the last (on-
gress, it looked as if the Democratic
party were its especial champiou.
Both in th® House and Benate the
Democrats as a whole favored it. It
was by the aid of Democratic Benatore
that the free silver bill passed in the
Benszte, and it was by the opposition of
Republicans that it was rejected in the
House,

Ar the question stands at present

the West apnd South are for free
sliver, while the East js opposed
to it. The Democratic Btate Conp-

vention of Masaachuselts only yes-
terday declared for ‘‘honest money,”?
while the Republican Btate convention
of Clolorado, held on the same day, de-
clared for free and unlimited coinage
of sllver.

The Bouth Dakota Republican Btate
Convention, held also on the 29th
inst., adopted 8 sort of straddle. It
favors ‘‘such further increase in the
coinage of silver as 1s consistent with o
sound financial policy.” If this means
anything, itis a covert way of espous-
ing the goldite doctrine. With thesc
latter, “sound finance’”’ and ‘“‘honest
money?? mean a limit on silver.

The Democratic HBtate Convention,
held in Denver on the 28th, emphatic-
ally favors free and unlimited coinage
of silver, and even sends greeting to
Ohio and Iowa Democrats for their
stand on the issue.

A short time ago Moreton Frewen
published a very able article in favor of
free coinage. The substance was re-
produced in these columns. He showed
that neither European nor Asiatic
pilver could displace American gold.
He handled the guestion from s do-
mestic as well as An international
standpoint. ‘The objections raised by
Senator Sherman were especially dealt
with, and unlexs Mr, Frewen’s figures
and fagts are shown to be distorted he
seema lo have the best of the argu.
ment.

In the October Forum there is an
article by Edwerd Atkinson, ectitled
the **Real Meaning of the Free (Coin-
age Agitation.’” Mr. Atkinson is one
of the Bpancial authorlties of the Bher-
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confusion attending the discussion of
free silver coinage arises from the
various deflnitions given to the word
“‘money.’? However, be claims that
all Anancial philosophers will agree
with bim insaying that ‘‘coined money
is an inetrument by whioh the ex-
change of services or of products is
facilitated,” and that one kind of
mopey may be good and another bad.
Then he adopts Cernuschi’s definition
of good money, which reads:

“That coin only ia good money of
which the bullion 1s worth as much ufter
it is melted as it is in the form of coin."”

The basis of Mr. Atkinsou’s argu-
ment in favor of a gold standard is that
in discriminating between goud mooey
and bad, the function of government
relating to coipage aod to legal
tender shall be entirely set aside.
The eeeence of a coinage nct ie
simply to justify the weight of
metal in each coin. The credit of
the coln and of the government go to-
gether, and should the latter jesue &
base coin it would be discredited. [t is
the community and not Congress that
determines good money from bad. But
it is here the ‘-legal tender’? phase of
finance comes in. When government -
frsues debased currenay, a legal tender
law 18 required to bolster it up. Mr.
Atkinson aske:

“*May it not prove that whenever the
first aot of legal tender is traced to its
origin it will e found to have been the
act of a despotio ruler whoat first debased
the coin of the realm by taking from it
part of its weight, and then attempted to
force the circulation of the base coin by
forbidding any citizen to refuse to accept
it when offered in payment of a debt or
in lignidation of a contract? In this view
is not the attempt to make silver dol-
lars equal to gold whea they are not
really so. by legal tender act, a fraud ?**

The whole tenor of Mr. Atkinson’a
reasoning will be found in the part of
his article dealing with international
commerce, which he says “has ad-
Justed itself to the gold standard by
the measure of the pound sterling.’*
Thie shows that the gentleman ia look-
ing through British ppectacles. [Is is
because Great Britain dominates lhe
commerce of the world that the sover-
eign, or pound sterling, caused it to bhe
the international standard of adjust-
ment. This fact also accounts for Lon-
don being a sort of international clear-
ing bouse, which Mr. Atkinson him-
self admits. Bhould the United Btates,
adopt the free colpage of silver,
and extend her commerce until she-
dominntes that of England, then inter-
national commerce would have to-
adjust iteelf to the American silver
dollar and gold would oceupy but a
correlative plnce in the markets of the-
world.

Io his article Mr, Atkiuson repeats

man school. Heeays that muchofthe | the hack neyed ery that this free silyer



