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LADIES DOING HOUSEWORK.

Mrs, Rose M. Crawshay [wife of
Mr. Crawshay, the at Welsh
ironmaster], already widely known
for her advocacy of cremation, eu-
thanasia, and other novel ideas, is
about topubllsh a pamphlet giving
an account of her experience in a
maiter which has for some time
been of much speculation and eurl-
osity. It bhas] been known
that this lady is trying, at
Cyfarthfa Castle, of which she is
the wealthy mistress, the experi-
ment of employing gantlewomen as
domestic servants. It is to this ex-
periment  that the forthcoming
pamphlel relates, and a proef-copy
of it, which I ’have before me,
shows that Mra. Crawshay has not
only benevolence to design a good
work, but the executive ability to
dimcl.} it, and the literary art te
rapreaent it to the public simpl
and antisfactonlv The facts which
influence Mrs, Crawshay to this ex-
periment were %neue There ale
nine hundred thousaid more wce
men than men in Great Biitain, for
whom, consequently, marriage is
impossible, e, la\vu of England
shut women eut from most of the
work that pays well. Amongthere
women, none are 5o likely to sufler
a3 those who have been delcately
nurtured, for whom there appears
to be no provision at- all, exeept in
the ovar&lletl occupst.lon of govern-
uesses. Mrs. Crawshay told the

“Women’s Employment Society,””
that if it would discover five poor
gentlewomen willing to undertake
domestic service afl Cyfarthfa
Castle she would see that so
long as they  remained they
should bLe treated as ladies and
shouldd find it a home, Five
ladies fwere found, and became
in the castle cook, Iady’s maid,
kitchen maid,dairymaid ani upper
housemaid. They were highly con-
nected, the name borne by soine
of lheln being a distinguished one
in the courtsx They were educated
and musieal. When they arrived
at the eastle they were placed in
the same apariments which had
been previpusly occupied by the
sarvants who had done the same
kind of work. The olther servants
besides the “lnd{ helps™ are six
ordinary servants indoors, Ltwo men

servants, DMre. Crawshay’s maid,
and under housemaids and a scul-
lery maid, who comes daily to do
rough work. Any one acquainted
with the disposition of the lewer
classes {n this country might have
been pardoned for belh-\ﬁng that
Mrs. Crawshay had got Logether

. the materials for a first class domes-

tie explosion when ahe thus had
under one roof lady-helps and or-
dinary domestics, Nor, can I doubt
that the absence of such a result
must be ascribed in larﬁve part to
the tact and courage of the lady of
Cyfarthfa herself.

“When," she wriles, ““the idea
was first named {o the kind-hearted
mation of the Women’s Employ-
ment Soclety it seemed fairly to
take ber breath away. When I
said, ‘I shall alwaye, if at leisure,
varnish my own shoes and assist in
making my bed,” she seemed to
think there was some hope, for she
replied, ‘If you will do this, so as
to show do not )oumlf see
lnyl.hl.l‘ n‘noblt in work, perhaps

succeed; but tell me, will
t.hono Iadies be treated as if of your
family?’ I said, .‘To treat five lady
18 as if of the family would
te impossible, for if they all
dingdt :lth us, rtlhem mﬂd be no
sue VaCcYy but the
will be tmbas with every consm'}-
eration, and (have a room ap
priut.edto their use, in which t
will sit and take meals, and I sha l
be very glad of the eompang of one
or two at a |time. d that
it is my constant hsbit when driv-
T.out, tosend am that I am
m.lt at such an hour in open
enrﬂg, and have room fer
so many Ialways find that

?m ready in a few minutes,
and, of course, enjoy the little break
in timlr regular work, to which, on
return, they apply themselves with
redoubled ardor.”

They seem to have declined an
invitation to come to the drawing-
room of an eve one or two at a
llme{rgn the ground thatl.m it.t would
requ larger expenditure on
dress than they could afford to mix
with the companies at the Castle—
which, I may say in passing, are
numemtu,ln such as might natur-
ally be expected to surround the
wealthiest gentleman of Bouth
Waled Mre. Cmwshay remarks
that the objection offered by the
lady helps to com into thedraw-
ing-room “will, doubtless, be an in-
superable objection until sach time

. tlewoman can be comfort-
sblaf‘n

!g although her dress
may have a flounce less than her
neighbors.”” Mrs. Crawsha
the advantage of personal utly
of a particularly mu}y kind, and
manpers at once digmificd and
simple, 80 one mly imnglna what
an im d be made upon
her servants, wholh-r of the upper
or under class, by such an incident
as the following‘ “The first time
o sightly X “‘rm.d"“"‘“ﬂ”;‘ia' ung
tha ® young
la.d_r w ﬂcien to do it, was
not a pro t in sweeping, so 1
assumed a knowledge pth%::gh l
have it notf; and each taki
broom, we worked together w lh
m.u:{ a laugh at our mutual awk-
et Slactuteand by the Lpult
a Y e result
md the young lady has gone on
lmprov!.ng by pnet!co while I fear

I ' have I.!I I have
never been ulnd repeat the
rocess.'’ regard to varnish-

boots, Mm. (,. did that once or

.twice; her reasom being that she| ™™

Felt that the ‘“‘helps™ muat varnish
Wi, or a revolt of the foot-
whn might have resulted. In uua

ere is mhln;
larly vlrhmln in a lady
shees,” remarks Murs,
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have been entertained in English
mansions; in consideration fer: the
feclings of the -helps the guuts
at Cyfarlhfa are requested

to offer them no money on depar-
ture, according to the mhniversal
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One important household has al-
ready adopted the plan I have been
describing. Others—I believe many
others—are awaiting the results of
Mrs. (.’s expeiience as given in
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