irds

BECOMING EXERCISED.

A SPECIALto the NuEws states that
Associate Justice Anderson deliv-
ered his charge to the grand jury at
Beaver, December3d. He informed
that body that bigamy, polygamy,
adultery and fornication are com-
mon crimes in this Territory and
that many of the people are guilty
of them.

Thisreminds usof what took place
afew days ago before the sameJudge,
when he was officiating in the
Third District Court in this city.
When members of the “Mormon®’
Chureh appeared as applicants for
naturalization they were questioned
by the whips of the “Liberal®’ party
as to whether they beiieved in the
prineciple of plural marriage, and
whether they had committed any of
the offenses defined in the Edmunds-
Tucker Act.

As an offset attorneys for the
“Mormon”’ applicants asked ““Liber-
al” aliens who appeared in court
for the same purpose whether they
had been guilty of adultery or forai-
cation. Whereat one of the active
whips of that party treated the mat-
ter disdainfully, stating that 999 out
of every 1000 males who had arrived
at maturity had been in that busi-
ness.  Of course he meant the males
of the non-“Mormon’’section. One
of the witnesses for an applicant
made a similar declaration.

Judge Anderson came to the re-
lief of that portion of the “Liber-
al”? 999 who might appear for ad-
mission to citizenship. He ruled
substantially that a few breaches of
sexual morality were neither here
nor there as affecting a man’s moral
status. Unless he habitually en-
gaged ir. such practices,he could not
be designated as a man of bad moral
character and there would be no
barrier on that ground to his ad-
mission to citizenship.

Can it be that Judge Anderson
begins fo think that sexual offenses,
when committed by the liberal
proportion defined by Mr. Lippman,
are really serious, or has he refer-
ence to another section of the com-
munify? In these times conse-
quences appear to depend a good deal
upon “who is who.”” ¢The times,*’
in a judicial sense, seem to be sadly
“out of joint.”?

THE COMMISSIONERS COMING.

Tar Utah Commissioners have
been notified by the Secretary of the
Interior that they are needed at
their post of duty. They, or a ma-
jority of them, will be here next
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week and are expeeted to arrive on
Monday the 9th inst. All citizens
who desire a fair and free election
will weleome these officials, and re-
jolee that at least an opportunity
will be afforded them to do justly by
both parties 1n the political contest.
That deputy registrars have been
diseriminatin: against members
of the People’s Party is too
noterious to be disputed. There is
yet time for these officers to purge
their record and make some show of
fairness. It is a dangerous thing to
conspire against the free exercise of
the elective franchise. Any man
who does this exposes himself to the
operations of the criminal law. If
the ““Liberals’ have, as they claim,
a majority of the legal votes in this
¢ity, there is no need to resort to the
contemptible tricks and subterfuges
and obstructions which have charac-
terized their conduct of this cam-
paign.  But what could be expected
after the record of its managers is
read and considered? We hail with
pleasure the coming of the Commis-
sion.

JUDGE ZANE'S LATEST RULING.

AS ANNOUNCED in Tuesday even-
ing’s DEsereET NEWS, Judge Zane
has deeided to hear applications for
naturalization each day from 10 to
half-past 10 o’cloek in the morning,
and from half-past 4 to 5 o’clock in
the afternoon. Also to permit only
the District Attorney or his assis-
tant to take part in the examina-
tions. Suggestions of other attorneys
may be made to the Distriet At-
torney. This ruling, the full text of
which is given in another column,
was in consequence of a request
made in behalf of the District At-
torney,who desired to be represented
in all applications for citizenship,
and to have a time fixed when they
should be heard.

The order of the court will have
the effect of securing more order in
the court. Every jackanapes will
not now be allowed to obstruct pro-
ceedings and air his immoral views
of morality, as was permitted during
examinations before Judge Ander-
son. But does it not look a little
peculiar that no sooner has it been
ruled by the Court that no “Mor-
mons’? need apply for naturaliza-
tion, than a rule is established
which prevents any awkward ques-
tions as to “‘the good moral charac-
rer’? of ‘““Liberal”? applicants? While
“Mormon’? applications were heard,
any objector was permitted to inter-
fere; mow that they are excluded,
no one but the “Liberal”’ officials

may take part in the examination.
Of course that is =11 fair and just,
and there is no purpose in this but
the facilitation of business,

Judge Zane announces that “for
the present, at least, the court will
respect’? the decision of Judge An-
derson, and therefore any person
who is “at present a member in
good standing and in full fellowship
of the Mormon Church?? will not be
admitted to citizenship.

At the same time His Honor
wishes it to be understood that
“every man, whether a Mormon
or Gentile, that appears before his
court, shall be treated with respect
—his rights will be regarded and he
will be treated impartlally and
fairly.”” How this will be done
when all that is necessary in order
to exclude a man from naturaliza-
tion is foshow that he isa “Mor-
mon,*’ is rather difficult to compre-
hend.

A man of such “good moral char-
acter” that not a speck or a flaw
can be found in his moral record,
who belleves the Constitutien to be
an inspired instrument and that all
laws made in pursuance thereof are
supreme, who is ready to make oath
of allegiance to the government and
toobey the laws of Congress in re-
gard to polygamy and other offences
therein defined, who has resided in
this country five years, and in this
distriet one year or more, and who
is known to be sober, industrious,
peaceable and law-abiding in every
particular, cannot be admitted to
citizenship, solely on the ground of
his  religion, npamely, that he
is a member of the “Mormon?’
Church, But a “Gentile”” who has
committed sexual sins which are
classed as crimes in the statutes of
the United States as well as in the
moral code of Christendom, who
oceasionally gets drunk, who is
sometimes quarrelsome and disorder
ly, who has no religion at all, may
be admitted to citizenshipas “a man
or good moral character attached to
the principles of the Constitution of
the United States and well disposed
to the good order and happiness of
the same.”” Does not this look as if
the momentous question to be de-
cided was, is he a member of the
‘“Liberal’* party or not, if so admit
him, if not exclude him?

Judge Zane says of the decision of
Judge Anderson, *It cannot be said
that the effect of the decision is to
interfere with religious beliefs or the
free exercise of religion.” Indeed!
Well, suppose the decision was that,
no person who is a member of the
Catholiec Church shall be admitted



