6 THE DESERET WEEEKLY:
vicious and reprebensible, because jt
THE E DITOR’S COMMENT& urges an sccusation wbolly'uur.ruennd
* therefore without justification.
T . 1t was declared ho that . .
AL SN TRNE e ’ no malter who thatl piaILY AND YENPLE RECORDS,
A late istun uf the Salnte’ Herald e L] e U SR el The epirit of record keeping has de-

published st Lamoni, lows, by the Re-
organized chureh, contalps an artiole
headed “Work fur the Dead,”” in

which it quotles from the DEsERET
NewS’ report of the remarkes of E der,
Marriper W, Merriii at the Iale
LFenerasl Confereoce of the Church.
‘Elder Merrill #p ke upon the work
being done in behalf of 1he dead io the
temples of the Liatter-day Baluts, call-
1pg sttention to the fact tbal the pres-
ont suthoritfes have bud the same
#apirit whleb fpspired tue Prophet
Joseph, tn coptinulng that which
a8 commenced by the Prophet
4n the erection of temples abpu
40 the work acecomplisied thereln.
“The Balotle’ Hersld comments upon
¢hie discourse, and afller sneeringly re-
ferring to Elder Merrill as being ‘fone
©f the lalest Aposties chosen,”? it saFe:

Those who bave been desiious of pass-
ing throngh the endowment ceremobies,
Tor themselves, and of attending 10 bap-
tiams for lheir dead, have beeh charged &
werlain sum tor the privilege,

The Herald goes opn lo state thal
*“for sometbing like forty.eeve:n yeurs
prior 1o last Aprrl, sealing and hap-
fiams for the dead relatives and friends
were actlvely taught, and as actively
Jpracticev; the people bejug givav
Lo undersiand Lhat ihesysiem was pe:-
fect a8 It came from the [ips of the
Propbet Josepb Bmith.?”” It then say-
the people here "'visited 1he tempies,
received Lheir enduwinenly, and per-
forrmed the ritee of baptlam (or their
derd, paijd the fees charged tor the
seivice reudered, spd went uway be-
lieving the work 1o bave been gorrect-
1y doue.” Then it aade:

Many of these muel have been shocked,
and possibly serionsly distrested, to he
told last epring at the Cnonference,
by President Woodruff, ss they
ware, lbut mueh of the work the peo-
ple bad heen doing for them-
selves apnd thelr dead was una-
vajling, the methods baviog been mis-
understood and 1he work wrongly done,
makibg it necessary 1ibat the work
should be done over in rome other wa;;
and advislng the people to se.ahoutit
and bave their work done in as ehori a

4 ime as possible.

Pricseding upon these texte, the
Heraid argues to vslabifsh two polnts
thereby: 1-—-That when **work doae
nnder a ayetem said to buve been so
grend mud of such rlupendous tm-
portence to the people? )& diecovere.
Lo be"unavuillng and of wo eflect,”
“what may not the peogle exuect if,

sccepting the new teachlng
and again repaying the cbharge-
again to  perform the work
once done by the advige, ana

under tbe direciion of those rame loay-
-ers, they shall be told that ugnin their
work was unavaillvg and must bedone
over sgain;” and 2— I'bat if Sthe work
18 to be done over aguin, it shows Lhal
the conceplion of 318 practice was
‘wrovg In its inception—ataried wrony
‘on & wrong basls—misunderstiod and
‘misappled by the living oracle with
whom It orilginaled, or through whem

when eritic zlopg asoythiog perinining
to the Church of which the Heralg
editor’s father, Josoph Bmith, was {he
fArst Prophet aud President in this
disjensatior, and In whose caure
he hecame a martyr, it makes
¥ false statement, apd theu,
rolling that as a dJelicious miorsel
nnder its tougue, proceeds 1o ar
gue In support of ita peculiar vlewe.
fon this casee the paper’s openiog
stutement that Lhose who re~
atlve or eogage in the grdiusbcer
numed “have been charged & cerialu
sum for the privilege,” is utterly with-
out foundation lu truth. Hebce the
first point epught to be estabilshed by
ihe Herald writer faila becuuse of 11»
iajuity.

On the other propoeliton, it s
1 quuily ubDtrue that Presjdem
Woodruil said that work uoue for
tbe desd *‘uuder the Jirection o! thoee
same leaders? was “uuavailing nuv
must be dove over agaln.'” No such
sentiment was given uiterapge to, 1.
the Herald wriler bhad any desire to
tetl the truth he could have referred to
the quotation he makes from Elder
Merrill’s remarks, wbereip it jg suid
that a great deal of work bad hbeeun
duplicated, ‘‘rom the fact tnst the
pevple did not keep m reporo’’ A
record ls an essenlial element of the
work for Lhe dead, hebee 118 pmlssion by
the Prophet Josepl al one time yeces-
sltated & repetition, in vrder tw he cor-
rect. But the omieslon of a vital jan
ol a ceremony does nol prove the of-
dinance to which the feal cer-mony
belongs to be wrong io princi
ple, apy more Lhan the per.
orming of baptisms without dJdivine
sulhority, as js doue by the leorgan-
iz church, eatahlishes the dootilne o
vaptirm to be an ertor. The omisslon
of an essentiul element mukes puch
unauthorized baptisms unavniling, any
in oruer to recelve the he efily of the
true ordinunce A person receiving the
tormer would baveto be baplized agat
by one diviwely anthorized to admz -
ister iu the ordinance,

The stntement of Preaident Wood-
ruff regarding work that should be
done over again lo De proper did not
re er tn spything performed “upder
the direction of thore same Jen ers,”
but that whioh was done without their

direction. The haplisms perfirmed
for the dead were not afleced
or referred to at all. To
a Nmited extent in sealing

people had proceeded io certain rela-
tiopships, without fally underetandin:
what was required. The maller com-
iog to 1be atiention of the President m
the Cburch—the “living oracle?
spoken ol so derisively by the Heruld
--he quickly set affairs right by givin.
tne people #s empbatle and publhic in-
structiou as poeelble, statlng the word
of the Liord on the eubject; and when
this came It was readily comprebended
hythe Batute. All tbe Heralu’s talk
about f‘‘revising the economy and
policy of the Chureh,” “putting tbe
probity of the living oracle into grave
discradil,’” and *‘jeopurdizing the lailh
snd confidence of the people,’ s

veloped to a considerable extent ot
late among Lthe members of the Chureh,

A probable reason for this s the
fact that the suhject huaa recently
been agltated in the eommunity,
As a result there hnas been =
vemand for a esimplified form ot
family record. This establishment
1~ now in a position lo mdeguately
supply thls want, {n the shape of a
pnew apd easily understood style of
book, by means of wbich each famjty—
together wilh all J1p branches and ofi.
shoolae—may kesp a comjendions
record of all the leadlug incidents ip
the life of each of 1te membere, The
firet part uf the book provides for the

tistiog of the initial ramiiy and
each brapeb of ft, It also eerves
as an Iindex to the individus]

part of the record, indicating the page
on which It ean be found. The second
tivision, a® indicated, ia inlended to
comprise a relation of incldents con.
neoted with individuals. Tbe ciosing
part is ruled in ordioary form and i
totended for use io jotting dow D stale.
mepte of a general character relaling
1o the family,or tor any olber appropri-
ale purpose.

The records now con sele are such
ne are sufficlently large for any family
of ordinary Jdimepsiuvpe. Others can,
however, on thort potlee, be houna
scgording to order to meet any de-
mnand of the purchaser.

When it is #0 ueslred the new fami.
Iy record can be beupnd in combination
with & Tem ple record used for keeping
an acdouut of viearituly work vone in
bebalf of the dead, but i1ie probable
thar, as a rule, 11 wili be kept sepnrate.

It jaapprovriate Lo remind the Baints
thut the latest Temple record Is ex-
ceedingly valuable on nccount of its
completeness and stmplleity. It haa
oo perp'exiog mub-divieions, Aljthe
work thal can he dope tor any Indj-
vidual can be recorded opposile the
name on one Jirect line.

—-_—

THE OLD ROMAN.

The snooupcement of the death of
ex-Henalor Allen G. Thurman seems
te have come entirely unexpecled to
blse many friends, for although the
“ipld  map? had reached a ripe old
age, aod although some lime szo he
met with ap sceident, seftous ut hig
stage of life, yel the hope wags enler-
ialped thnt he might iive for severs]
yoars yef, feapected and honored by
bie fellow citizens,

Thurmon was born in Lynchharg,
Virginia, Nov, 13, 1813, but came to
Objc wirh his parenta when siX Years
ofd. In 1844 be was elected to Congress
anyserved voe termn. In 1866 he wag
a gapdidate for governor ot Quin, hut
wap de'eated, In 1869 he wae eltcted
to the Uniled Btales Henale apd waa
re-elecied in 1674, His tame 18 cog-
nected with a lesjelative measurs for
tbe purpose of compelling the Pacifig
rnade to fulfil thelr obligatiuns to the
governmenl, He has several tlmes



