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EAVING of brilliant colors, lavghing faces
sud bright eFes began through Rue les Droits
¢ I'Momme when the late afternoon sun
gooded Valetta In orange nnd gold, The
mnsslve, brooding battlements of the

Alpiiese cltadel took warmth to thelr sombre surfaces.

Curtalns were  drawn aside in balcony windown,

Venders began 1o oT¥ thelr warea, The hum of st

ving streel 1ife rose in pltch and volume as a temper.

tng hpeere cire led through the purple shadows, bring-
ing (Bo ¢ity to Irs real awakening for Lhe day,

The two midshipmen from the Ameorican war
yossel that had been Iving for two weeks past In the
harhar below Arifted lelsurely theongh the throng.
Malta had nol cea sodl to e n source of ever new
gander and delight to them, and as they walked they
were alort to note every gquaint detall of color, form
nnd sotnil

“Why o

s vou bhear to the right, Rainhridge ™ asked
i'annor, the elder of the two, suddenly, as the other
odged futn the press.  “It Is more comfortable to
war with Lhe procession on this side"

“Tou forger,” eald Bainbridge, with a laugh. *T
mast kave the daily bontonmidre from "Neste, my little
fower girl—mine, T =ald, O'Connor.” O0'Connor
frowned but offerod no further cobjection. They
tacked through the crowd nand reached the outer
frings of the traffic to the right. ciose to the row of
waths, whers graceful, dark skinned Maltese
maidens offerad frults, lowers, aweets and shells for
sule.

They drew up at one of these booths, plled high
with tich and fragrant blossoms of fhe Islands, a
wlid rlot of hues and scenta, At the side of the stand
stood 'Neste, who greeted them gayly, waving a slim
hand at O'Connor and nodding with more famillarity
o Balnbridee. Hers was the purest type of Maliese
freauty, soft, pleading Orlental eyes, dellcate
feattieee and trim figure.  With light, caressing touch
et thelr Aowers herself, drolling the
iwo young men In or hroken phrases of English.

“Nn, Capitain,” #all, shaking ber head decided-
e ut Connor. who sought to do his own sclecting

with

she began 1o s

ehe

withont reference (o her: *T will give what shall ba
for pou. Perhaps, now, a prickly pear, eh? It was
‘Neste's Invariable plan, and mot a bad one, to ad-
dress o)l nnval men as eaptain. 8he triumphed with
It onee more, for O'Connor gave over his clumsy

effart with o short laugh,
“Here v for you, Captain Bainbrldge” she went on,
god held ont o single white rosebod twined with a

#lz of greon

“Hut what am T to do with It "Neste?' asked the
Wix In mock despalr. “Carry it in my hands? I
mist, for 1 have no skill {in wearing .

It was the dAally comedy. He wouid not hear her

protests and so she st leave her hooth and fasten

the flower in his lapel herself, while he made no
disguise of his sdmiration for her, and her ollve
heeks took just the falntest flush., She wove three
pansles wt velvet black, for O'Connor,

“Because voun look dark at me,” sha sald, trying
to imltale his disapproving mien. Rut he made no
offer that she fasten bis flowers luto place, and she
banded (hem As O'Connor

to him with a Tittle toss,
moved sway, after paying her, Balnbridge leaned
toward the stand and whispered 8 phrase. Then he
burtled wftor his companion. O'Conunor bad turned

I tme to see the Incident.

They walked In silence through the city’a busiest
thoronghfare for some minutes, O'Connor was occus
pled with thoughts timt made his the only seriouns
face In o1l that bewildering, shifting kaleldoscope.
Belnbridge, with a smile upon his lips, paid no atten-
Uon to the other's absteaction, fAinding emploFment In

amused observation of costumes, houses and the

fgures of the stroets. O'Connor's words came with-
Gl warning

FYou'yve en meoting that giel,” he sald, and his
meuth woas wol for opporition, The younger man
turned ¢ ultk volor sweeplng (o his bandsome
Taes

“Whai's ” o ' ‘

tou? he nsked sharply.

“Nothing me, ko far as she ls concerved. Rut
"Esplalr P
“Porhapd you havem't heard that Coehran, the
Fagliy tnry, has filed a prior clalm,™ sald
U Conngs
“Tha nemsense,” returned Baipbridge, lm
Mlsn
0un ok him up resdily, ns one who has
Sl for i speech. “Now look here, Joe, 1'm uot
- el # wilh you, but you cught to know Lhe
e report that Coclirnn Is tdxed o
Iv_ i this woman in some way, For Heaven's sake
b“" “tarl a flrtation with her. What do you
Absh rl:-» these people?  They're threeguartors
. Eoran enn't undeorstand (hom, nor they you
\ ‘o hore. If bhe wanis 10 muke a fool of
i T over w dower girl be knows how to manage it
WOW you mean no burm, but he won't
J'.'. h..l.' “ lrouble If you go on.”
s “. ..<‘ neus ls it of Cochrun's, us yours, ellhor 7"
Wl 1 boy, hotly. “And she's not Arab, she's
AT T

i Coultl hmve smiled at Lhe m““qu.ml“

Uoad o ke affalr got seemed too wolghty

Wis not {-;..1],» sure of lhl'l l‘l‘ullllll

Joseph Balnbridge was to him as o

b W aak be moant to give advice whother or uot
Weked or deslred,

: AbEwor pye platnly, Joo
W love ) L

“Bo, or Cog
“"I. then,

Fiiliog Yuuraeig

leapw i i

" Hied wpon

Plher o i

You don't thiuk you're

Hie girl, do you
fse not*™

don't you ses what a light you're
bt

There's ouly upe construcition
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these peaple will put your and only
one Cochran will pot uwpon It. Don't go any further
with It, Joe. 1 dou't quite understand myself what
Cochran's iuterest {8, but probably It's not much to
his eredit. IU's no place for you, Joe."

“I'm quite eapable of attending to my own affalrs,"”
enid Bainbridge stimy,

“Oh, very well, If you feel that way there's noth-

ing more to say. I think I'll return ro the landing.”

The Charm of 'Neste.

They parted with salutes and Bainbridge went on
nlone., The boy was a lttle uncomfortable. He had
met the girl, had strolled among the shops and along
the harbor with her, 8he attracted him and he saw
no reason why he could not meet and admire a young
woman here on the same footing that he wounld at a
home port. *Neste had the prettiest face and the
neatest ankle in Maltn, and if he chose to play sentl-
ment before her, accopding (o the anecient
of the mariner, why, what harm and whose affalr?
He decided that O'Connor was presaming
on hils two years' advantage In age. As for Cochran,
s thin faced, arrogant whom he had met
once or twice, he refused to believe that this or any
other man had a right to say who should and who
shonld not be the Rower girl's But how
had O'Connor learned so much? puzzied him
& little, for, while not ashamed of Lis attention to

o avtionus,

privilege

merely

person,

admirer

Thnt

"‘Neste, he had certalnly pot advertised in
An hour afier dark he walted for her on one of
the narrow, precipliate streels down npear the har

bor She was a little late, but presently she glided
townrd him, wrapped In a shaw!l or mantle of dark
ghinde, He could not quite see her face In the faint
Heght from a Mnmp over o doorway, but there was an
alr of uneasiness i ber mauner and ber volco ns she
nnswered She glanced back
over the way she

“Oine would think you were afraid of something,
be #ald, ruMed a litile ar her preoccupation. Bhe
spoke softly und be missed the usual tone of banter.

hig gallanlt welcome,

had come,

“And it 1 am, Captaln?'

“(3h, If you ate 1t does not becomp yop.™

We cannod meel ngaln here” she began hurrisdiy.
Hitven now somobody scos Us Come, theére s a
bhoase | know. ™

wt why should you be afreld? he suld, sarprised

And uneasy

1 toll you, some pne comes afier me In the strect

bove; 1 feel bhim.'

He did not relish the
overstraloed, e sought to pass it off,
nre Whn
Let us climb to the Jes Drolts de
the lghts und every one cAn see us \f they
to. Lot them look., There's 00 muen miysiery
this o sult we.”

Hhe shirnuk back
“No, no, You do not kuuw,
bad, very bad, for me and for you

“Whint this all about, "Nosbe?"
tosing his patience It waos enoiigh  that
O'Counor should have seen N to warn him sbout the
way flrtation, Now the girl
herself was acling us f they were eugaged in some
dark ntrigue, eluding watehful and jenlous gunedisns,
like the figures in some peuny roinance The boy's

sitnatlaon: It seemed artincial,

1o hlm, “You
‘Nosle

L ome
where

dreamiing wonld follow?
1" Flosn e,
want

nboug

terror when be caught her arn
Captaln It would be
e cried,
slrangu

™ guita

pow e world take lis

healthy mind resented the introduction of such a
pate Into his pelations with ber,
Bhe was peering &t his vesed face lutently, Ehe

dld not apswer for soime minutes, “It s sure you
kuow, Captain, what you bave done, comlvg hore,
many tmes,” she sald, us one stating an evideot fact
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STHE ARBITRAMENT OF A

(A TRUE STORY)

THE SURGEONS RAN TO HIM

“What T have done? No, I don't. What barm was
there tn 1Y He had struck the centre of the matter

there. Ehe moved away from blin and drew her
shawl closer,

“Ah! Then It Is true that yom nre a child,” she
snld, her volee rising scornfully. “Yes, 1 think so

You not understand. You think "Neste has not many,
many who beg for & smile, a wand. Oh You
think she must be giad only to talk with you, like a
child. T tell you some one comes affer me, but you
not understand. 1 tell you there are men, not chik
dren, who follow ‘Neste. You cannot play with her
like a boy."

Her fleree, tense worda shocked him,
attitude wholly forelgn strange. It was true
that he could not understand all. Rot he saw, dimly,
that his position was a false one, that be had taken
steps which, to this girl's Eastern mind, meant thingu
he had not dreamed of, 1t was his error, He knew
now what O'Connor had

o,

reveallng an
nnd

nieant

Ordinarily the boy would have been angerid hy n
taunt as to hiz youth. Rut from her it morely served
lo measure the distance between her polnt of view

and his own. Hers was an satm
my&tery, of passlons
treated her as
sensible fair one at home, Hix lmpualse was to drop
the affalr instantly. But one thing detained bim. If
It should chance (o by hind intimaled,
that she had run some danger in meoling him in this
harmless way he must stand hy her
of course, it he must eleiae that point
Did Not Understand Her,

“You nre right, 'Nesie,'

sphere of Intrigue, of
He had merely
launghing, friendis,

illen 1o bl

he would some

true, ns she

It was absund,

he sauld, slowly. 1| was a
child, na you mean I I thought only to pass
plersant hour with you, nathing more.  Still, If there
has been a misuoderstand I8 somewhere that mny

make trouble 1 will offor all necessasy explanatlons

Her luugh was st sharper this time, but It 41d
not stlog him ns she monnt it shouid, If be A4d noy
understand her nellther did she anderstand il She
had ne conception of Lis motives

“"Run uway, little child.” she suld “1t 18 gooidbs
then, oh! 1 think you b g0 first: there s a bilg
mian coming uow And wilhh this last thrast efore
he could detaln her il away nto one of
the alleys that opened t hand. He laoked g
the street, following lu g gesture. There wns
n hgnre moving there s mnder a llght for a
secomd, then . Lo, & of sight uto an il

I'ie oMicers from the o evsel bad  purehased
Sendn Ao thee Nedde thente aperatie perfarmau
Ihe next evenlng. ‘Ulu ® rowsd ssbore st dusd
resplendent In thelr g hg e Miting wolfarins
and clliobed (e endiess stone stalrs 1ow Ard the yppee
town In castiing mroap Bniubridge was with
'Connoy He bad found oscvasbhon o restore b Iy
relations with e ol

Wlonbor bad welcous X wove, though nelbiug
had  passed botween Lhe cause uf el
diferenve, accoping i I ¢ Advinces as a
milmdssion that e bad Lo righe Iy Wis bnterfere o
tho day before

They oocupled adjolnlig 1ta In L theanlre sl »
the close of the frst w sod oul Witlo Lhe minlature
lobby fur & breath of Ad ey clme througs e

dours & group of wen left

a tall, thde Peatared oo

praried suddenly sod

ved teward them. They

did not notice bim unii passing. he Jostled rouglly
agnlnst  Balubirkdg: widshiipotan  looked up
Qquickly and recognis i . He was alout 1o
protest, bul the Euglishi Al nol ook back, Maie

bridge wus indignau?
“Ind you see bl ¥
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=u il il { In g 1] 19 see
1 I I yn N Captaln | '|
y the % d of 1 i And Deeatur s
. el Divorly o v | : Vg 1y=ea of the
\ i {
evement e was decided (hat the duel shonld thke it
ol antle the tollowing marning a* a eoripaln point 1 !
X wro about five miles feom Vialetta
First on the Ground. .
Bahibridge, w th (OvVCannor, Deculne and a surgeon, I [ "
tofr (ho vesol just at dawn, Thes were rowed ot slide I'ny .;:
L warbor nndl dlong the enasl to munll hav., where I | (:1
1 Wl e to make & landlug I'hey found thom | VB
oi the flist on the ground, and doriug th topval ! .
of walting DPecatur talked with his midshipwan
principal i
wi did the hwest T conld for you. Joe, In the distanes \ |
tf yom were furthor apart he wou A plek yon of and b |
vivu'll stand I the slightest chnt At four paces o i
you nre s good ns b 1 .
AH 1 want 1= some kind of a falr chanee ot him, il
e sald Balohirkidge ”.' wid conl, and .| . young, . 1
smoth fae Wi I resolitely wetratu wiked him " )
O e W wi ” . = rr approving
Yeos: but It was probabls ar ident. ™ L I 5 { might have named entl o but he 1.r ¢ |
ey walked slowly bock and forth on the short . on Over Tou In teach ablog vgher frame -
promennde, falling nto o discudslon of foud! affnlrs W collr perve a8 steady as It 1s now you can hit '.‘#
1 : " :
at home. They did not see that Col wus ap- Wl Here thay oomd . L Y a3
” e : Cochrun appenred overland with Overly and a mili Lt I-_]
pronching agnin Onee mare the Boglishiman fostled tary rgoeah, The group e uear & elamnp of -'I,.
Balnbrkge, thrasting Lim savagely with his shoolder pelckly pears o short distance off and the two s v
and gploning the hoay half wos aromnd There wWaa lvaneed o the middie of the grimnd Afier saluia ] .-F"
w possible explanation for ft this time other tha o TR L pded Lo pae Nixtnnee with great )y
no po hl explanation for th | ‘ vr than piigry SWnan the marks wors K he WEAPONS, L] 5"
deliberate lutentlon Fhivre hal been ample spaee furnlshiod by Dhestur, wors londed ‘They wore strong, (R !
for Cochran's pos=nge To moke his purposs still vy wen | large calibee, reving a three } g ‘1‘
plainer he stood sneering at Balubeldge opents quiarter of an ounes hall The barrela wers rather T
. wrter Hhan was asnal, a feature appropriate (o clode bE T
Secasoned for a Scrimmage. LRy i i
The bosx for nll hi sllght welght wits ¢clean A thir principnls widd toward Lhelr moarks { ,"I i
musclad.  The hard tralulng of the &en had seasoned f hoth parfles watchod Thelr ions A §i
n il L 1 LT | wn usuni i :-
and toned him, and he was as on his fent as N o) . i i his stops de M "{
gorne Hithe wild andmal of e i Before OFCon Ornie v\ dunEerons ' Mt was O'Connorts r.
nor conld eateh Wis nrom b tepymn] dlrectly In foomt  quict ¥ Iecatn " hirkilg Vparnred ?J
of Cochiran and drove his right Ast nto the English nfi nd at ease. His oyes finshed for n moment i+
_ £ VK | st ¢ of his antngoniat, and hls friends N
At Ty et Egered  hael ind ' li enkd gl v good acconnt of himsell b s
nwkwnardly Ralubridgs ol rondy to renow the a 1 dlay 1 : I}
tack whon the other shonld else, month frim set a N A 11 itar, when bollh were i i
. ) vord < ; 1 hired ’
OVOR N withh bttt 1 (VConnor and othors of . | v . |I. ""if ' \-:
the OMed who hid ) ittrastod hy o i wenponus it | d . f the {'
swent upon hifm and hostied him 0o ong il "o Hul N | i 1 fler o wnrtl Il 3 { Sl
Cowelirnn  ros wiy w t 14 YT f n § | | o ‘1 ) ' | sed L5
! A inn i 0 Is mnhle (1]
whia hud thronged ahbout hig Il rowsd " e bolth are disabled I ::
lobhy had parted, some wers xhigl onie . | v { | {T] nml ] ...I
phout the otlicy of | i Aoroas this o) | Py | b ' y ml wWon T p $ iy
space towand the Amerioans present walked o A : - "' 'I '_\. S AP 3 4
elderty man of dignli i K — - e 1 h % 1 il
was obvions and O'Caor r, ufter n Tiw word v ) ay of wipe! v i
Holnbridge, went nte ibe anditoricm and rol il g long sloadows From ca There was b 3
lirien 4 i | [ N sk v il
s B = e e pak the etting uf wea d 1A
Balnbridge had expressed 1 desire that Ix t [ I riil ! K] .
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