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DISCOURSE
By Elder GEORGE Q. CANNON,
-delivered in the Thirteenth Ward
Assembly Rooms, Salt Lake City,
Sunday Afternoon, March 23,1873,
the 11th chapter of the Hebrews

being read as a text.

REPORTED BY D. W. EVANS.

A MORE comprehensive chapter
than this, in its description of the
effects of faith when properly exer-
cised by the children of men,I
think is not contained within the
lids of the Bible. The entire histo-
of God’s dealings with the chil-

n of men, so far as the Jewish
record is concerned, is epitomized
therein. The apostle, in the plain- |
est ble language, describes the
1 events that had transpired
to day among the fathers of4
nation, setting forth with un-
mistakable clearness the power that
they wielded through faith in God,
in accomplishing the work that was
ned unto them; and he tells

the Hebrews, in writing to them

upon thissubject, that it is im i-
ble to please without faith,

highly of religion, who built syna-
Eogues and places of worship, who

onored the Sabbath day, who
wore long phylacteries, on which
wele written select passages from
Scripture, who had the word of
God written on their very doorposts,
who prayed at the corners of the
streets, who fasted, and, apparent-
sought in every way to glorify
d. They believed in Abraham
and Moses, and in the covenants
which God made with them. They
believed and practiced the law
which Moses had revealed unto
them, and so strict were they in ob-
serving many of its principles that
they were ready on one occasion to
have a woman slain for the viola-
tion of the commandment respect-
ing adultery; and at another time
their wrath was kindled against the
disciples because they plucked some
ears of {:ﬂil;u un] the Sabbath day to
a their hunger. They con-
Bipl.'JEI"Ed that act a iiulatiun J:Jf the
Sabbath, and their righteous souls
were shocked thereat. They were
shocked even at the idea of Jesus
eating with unwashed hands, and
at him, who professed to be a teach-
er, associating with publicans and

Iy,
0

for| sinners. They thought it was be-

those who come unto him must be- | neath the dignity of a man of God
lieve that he is the rewarder of| to condescend to associate with the

thbem that

I ex
had a generation to dea
were not dissimilar to the genera-
tion in which we live—a generation
who had in their midst the Bcri})-
tures, the predictions of the holy

ntly seek him.

t that the Apostle Paul|kind of peo
v witi th:t Paul wrote this chapter, yet with

fom%:ta, ministers who professed
ve received the authority
which they exercised in ministering
to the people from a high source
and who were, in theirown opinion
at least, called of God, an elect peo-

le, a chosen generation, who re-
Fuioed in the power that

’| of the

had been|did they

low and degraded. This was the
ple that existed when

all their professions and with all
theirapparent sanctity they were ut-
terly destitute of the knowledge and
mer of God. They drew near to

with their lips, but their
hearts were far from him. They
made a great parade of their reli-
gion, but they dwelt on the glories
past, on the evidences of
God’s favor which their nation and
religion had formerly received. But
themselves possess the

made manifest to and in behalf of|spirit ot prophecy, and the faith

their fathers, and which, toa certain
extent, they had received. The apos-
tle, in this chapter, pointed out the
power which their fathers exercised
through faith, and to the mighty
works that had been wrought there-
by, and he endeavored to stir up
within them a desire to exercise the
same faith.

At the time that Paul wrote this
epistle to the Hebrews the Jews

d not believe in living revelation;

they did not believe that God spoke
to people by an esta-
tions such as their fathers had re-
ceived. We are told that they gar-
nished the sepulchres of the dead
prophets, that they reverenced the
places of their birth, honored their
memories and declared that if they
had lived in the days of their fath-

ers they would not have been guil- | P€°

ty of put the prophets to death.
]gxt tga Btg::guf ng Ia:;m:u;‘l his apos-

tles were treated by them precisely | 8°

as their fathers
prophets of old.

It is & good thing for us who live
in this generation that we have
this record in our midst. It is an
encou thing to read the his-
tory of the past and to learn about
the treatment that men of
God receivéd in ancient days. It is
encouraging for those who contend
for the same faith to know that
slander, persecution, ignominy and
shame, and even death itself are
not evidences of the falsity of asys-
tem, or of the falsity of the doc-
trines taught by any individual,
because we have the history of the
apostles—some of the best men that
have ever trod the earth, and of
Jesus, the holiest and best man
that ever trod the earth, or that
ever will, and we find that he and
they were uted, hated and
despised, and their names were cast
out as evil, and they were slain by
a generation who professed to honor
God and be very righteous, and
who claimed to be the dgscendants
of the patriarchs of old, who were
called the friends of God. If this
story were told to us without our
knowing anything of the circum-
stances we should be reluctant to
believe it. It would be a difficult

treated the

thing to persuade us that human |

beings could have been so base and
degraded, and so lost to every feel-
lngd of humanity as to
and crucify a pure being like'Jesus,
who had come from the Father for
the express purpose of laying down
his life as an expiation for their
sins, But the record is before us.
We have been familiar with it from
our infancy, and in the minds of
those who profess to have any faith
in God, there is noroom to doubt it.

yecord has bee M for by it
t-oundﬁm’ndw t

we are enabl
kind of a generation lived in the

rsecute |

day in which the chapter I have
'!i‘ud in your hearing was written.
P

hey were a who spoke

which Paul desecribes? 1If they had

they would have recognized .Jesus.

when he came amongst them, and
they would have gladly received
him and his teachings, and would
have obeyed and practiced in their
lives the principles of his gospel.
Bu I have said they were utter-
ly destitute of the Spirit of God,
they were darkened in their minds,
and instead of receiving Jesus and
his teachings they hounded him
until they got him into their pow-
er and then they slew him, and
they treated his apostles in the
same manner.

It is truly said that history re-
peats itself. Weare familiar with
this in the history of our race.
When the prophets who preceded
Jesus went into the midst of the
ple and preached unto them the
word of God they found them be-
lieving in the prophets who had
ne before. They were willing to
receive the testimony of Moses,and
of some who succeeded him. Sam-
uel, after his death, was recognized
as a great prophet by the Jews,and
so were some others who were dead;
but while they lived they were
treated much the same as Jesus
and his apostles were treated. The
wicked could not recognize the
character of the men of God who
labored among them, and they re-
jected and persecuted them, and
slew many of them. This is char-
acteristic of the human family.
One of the most unreliable things
connected with mankind i1s ular
opinion. So far as God’s dl:;, ings
with the children of men are con-
cerned, and the sending of prophets
and apostles to them, those who
have been guided by pupular opin-
ion have always erred. The opin-
ions of the great majority concern-
ing the truth havein almost every
instaxce been unreliable. Moses,
notwithstanding the mighty mira-
cles he performed, was not appreci-
ated by thoseamong whom he liv-
ed, and narrowly escaped being
stoned by the people whom he led
across the Red Sea. When they got
into the wilderness they murmured
at him, and were reag to choose
others to lead them back to Egypt.
It was so with Samuel. Although
the nation was comparatively a

hteous nation, they rejected him.
They were not content with the
power and authority which he ex-
ercised over them, and they want-
ed a King. So with other prophets.
The more wicked the generation,
the harder they were to convince of
the truth of the predictions that
were uttered among them by the
servants of God; and so much was
this the case, that it becamealmost
an infallible rule, when a majority
of the people decided against a
33(111, he was sure to be a servant of

It may be asked, why Jhas this
been the N kuuwythat men
say, If God e God, and is the be-

ing that he is described to be, why
has he not manifested his power in
the midst of his children to such
an extent that they are compelled
to receive the testimony of his ser-
vants? There is a class aof people
who can not understand why it is
that truth can not be made so plain
to the human understanding that
men can not reject it? Infidels ad-
vance this as an evidence that there
is no such thing as divine power, no
such being as God, and that there
is no Supreme Providence presiding
over the affairs of the children of
men. They say that if God be the
kind of being that he is deseribed
to be in the Scriptures, it would be
inconsistent with his character to
withhold from the children of men
such manifestations of power as
would convince them beyond all
controversy that the men he sends
to declare his will unto them are
his divinely appointed servants.

It is very plausible, taking one
view of the subject, for men to
imagine that this ought to be the
way in which God should act; but
there is one saying, written in an-
cient days, that is as true to-day as
when it was written, that is, “That
as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are God’s ways higher than
our ways, and God’s thoughts high-
er than our thoughts.” In our de-
gradation and ignorance we can not
comprehend the %urpnma and plans
of our heaven]f' ather. No man
can do this. f any man were ca-
pable of doing this he would be un-
fit to dwell on earth, and he might
perhaps be translated, as Enoch
was anciently. No man can rise to
the wisdom of Deity, and compre-
hend the purposes and designs of
him who created the earth and

laced us upon it, and who regu-
ates the movements of the
Universe of which we form
a part; and when we try to do
it, it is like a child just beginning
to talk, seeking to dictate and com-
prehend the movements, actions
and thoughts of men who are in
possession of the wisdom and expe-
rience of mature age. In fact the
difference is greater. Our Father
and God has made it plain to us
that he has placed us here on this
earth in order that we may be test-
ed and proved in the exercise of
the agency that he has given us;
and if, when he sends forth his pro-
phets, he were to manifest his pow-
er, so that all the earth would be
compelled to receive their words,
there would be no room then for
men to exercise their agency
they would be compelled to acinpt
a certain course, and to receive cer-
tain teachings and doctrines regard-
less of their own wishes and will.
But God has sent us here, and has
given toeveryone of usour agency,
as much soas he has his. 1I,inm
sphere, have my agency, as much
as God, my Eternal Fdther, .r as
Jesus, my elder brother, has in his.
I can do right or I can do wrong;
[ can serve God or reject him; I can
keep his commandments or violate
them; I can receive his spirit or re-
ject it. This agency God has given
unto man, and hence it is that
when he sends his truth, and his
servants to declare it unto the peo-
ple, he does it in such a way that
man is left to the free exercise of
his agency in receiving or rejecting
them; at the same time we are as-
sured that whoever receives that
truth will also receive the convine-
ing power of the Spirit of God to
bear testimony to him that it is di-
vine; and this is the reason why,
as the Apostle says in the chapter
I read to you, the ancient Saints,
though they were stoned, sawn
asunder, tempted, slain with the
sword; though they wandered
about in sheep skins and in goat
skins, being destitute, afflicted and
tormented, were able to endure to
the end. They had received a tes.
timony fromi God through obedi-
ence to his gospel in the exercise of
their agency in the right direction,
and this enabled them to endure all
these things cheerfully, looking for-
ward, as Paul says Moses did when
he fled from Egypt, to the recom-
pense of reward.

In this manner the servants of
God have gone forth in every age
and preached the gospel. To bring
the matter down to our own dgy—
when Joseph Smith commenced to
preach the gospel, to tell the people
that God had once more spoken
from the heavens, a great many
said, ““Where are the signs, or evi-
dences that God has done this?
Can you not show some sign or
work us some miracle that shall con-
vince us that thisis true? If you will
work us a miracle, if wvou will
walk on the water, raise the dead
or do some other miiaculous work,

then we will believe that he has

for.

spoken to yow, and that the words
you testify to are true.” They
wanted signs, and yet they had the
Bible in their midst. The position
of those to whom Joseph taught
the gospel was very similar to that
of the Jews in Paul’s day, only the
former were more blessed than the
Jews were unto whom Jesus came.
They had the prophetsand apostles,
that is, they had their words. They
had the record of the gospel as
taught by Jesus and his apostles,
with the account of the miracles
wrought by them; they had a form
of godliness,and they thought they
were on the road of salvation. But
they did not believe in miracles,
they did not believe that God was
a God of revelation, hence they
would not receive the testimony of
the Prophet Joseph, but they
wanted miracles to convince them.
In this they made a great mistake,
as many others have done in other
ages of the world in relation to this
matter. It is written of Jesus that
he did not do many mighty works
in Galilee because of the unblief of
the people; and he said it wasa
wicked and adulterous generation
that demanded a sign, and none
should be given them. When
the ple demanded miraculous
signs of Joseph Smith to convince
them of the truth of his testimony,
they would not, or did not exercise
their agency,but wanted some over-
powering evidence to convince
them.

The Lord does not operate in that
way among the children of men.
He sends forth his servants with
the truth, and he makes this pro-
mise—he made it through Joseph
Smith—If they will believe in Jesus
Christ, repent ¢f their sins, be bap-
tized for the remission thereof by
one having authority, they shall re-
ceive the Holy Ghost and a testi-
mony from him as to the character
of the work in which they have
engaged. A man who comesto God
must believe that he is God, that
he has power to do as he says.
This is the way the ancients receiv-
ed their faith. Thedifficulty to-day
is, that the people do not believe
that God is a being of this charac-
ter. You talk to those men who
profess to be ministers of the gos-
pel, and ask them, “Do you have
the gifts, powers and blessings, of
the gospel as they were enjoyed by
the Saints in ancient days?” and
the reply will be, invariably, ‘““That
Enwer is withdrawn, those gifts and

lessings are no longer enjoyed
among men. God does not reveal
his will unto the children of men
as he did in ancient days, and it is
in vain for you to ask God for those
blessings, for they will not be be-
stowed.” Thisisthe teaching of the
ministers in the religious world to-
day. Isitany wonder that there is
no faith among men? Isitany won-
der that the blessings which Paul
describes as being the fruits of. faith
are not realized to-day? Is it any
wonder that men wander in dark-
ness and error, and that the heavens
are as brass over their heads? Is it
any wonder that angels do not come
to earth and visit men, and that the
gifts and blessings of the gospel are
not enjoyed? It is no wonder to
me; on the contrary the wonder to
me is that there is 80 much faith,
or rather that there is any faith left
amnn%l the children of men, and to
tell the truth, my brethren and
sisters, there is but very little. I
can see a great change since I be-
came old enough to comprehend
anything about religion. 1 can see
an absence of that faith which re-
ligious people once had. There has
been a gradual lapsing into un-
belief, and infidelity and scepticism
are growing among the people, and
to-day there is ‘very little of that
old fashioned vital religion that was
enjoyed previous to the revelation
of the gospel.

Among the earliest of the predie-
tions of the Elders of this Church
thatl can remember,were those fore-
telling, as eflects which should fol-
low the delaration of the gospel in
these days, those we now see. They
declared that when this gospel was
proclaimed unto the people, if they
rejected it,the faith which they then
enjoyed and the light they then
possessed would disappear, and they
would be left in darkness. *I have
lived to see the fulfillment of this

rediction. The Apostle Paul, in

is epistle to the Thessalonians,
says, ‘“For this cause God will send
them strong delusions, that they
may believe a lie who take not plea-
sureinrighteousness,”&e. ““Forthis
cause’— use they rejected the
truth and the testimony of God’s
servants, strong delusion would be
sent unto them, which would cause
them to believe a lie. I have lived
to see the fulfillment of that pre-

diction. The first time I heard of
modern revelation outside of this
Church, I was on the Sandwich
Islands. I had been from home
then several years. 1 happened to
call at the house of a friend and

icked up a book. I read its pre-
ﬁme; and I was astonished at it.
I had never heard of anything of
the kind outside of our Church
before then. The author argued
that it was right to expect that spi-
rits would visit and make com mu
nications to men, and he went on
to quote from the Bible in support
of his argument. 1 have since seen
many books of the same character,
and ﬂ: is now as common to believe
in spiritwal revelation as it was
formerly uncommon. It is as rare
a thing now to meet with persons
who do not believein thisin some
form as it was formerly to meet with
those who did believe it. Up to
the time of my early manhood I
had never heard of anybody believ-
ing in this but Latter-day Saints.
Now you will find ministers of re-
hgion—Methodists, Presbyterians,
Episcopalians, and men of all clas-
ses and degrees who beliéve in spir-
itual communications. But bhave
they any organization, or any point
upon which they can unite togeth-
er? No, each man receives revela-
tion to suit himself, until to-day
there is no faith in the land and no
belief in the manifestations of the
power of God. ‘The adversary has
captivated the hearts of the children
of men, he has fortified their minds
against the truth, and is leading
them to destruction.

Formerly, the t objection to

the Latter-day Saints was that they
believed in revelation. That was
one of the great charges made
against us in Jackson county, Mo.
Another was, that we had a pro-
phet, whose words we hearkened
to, and that we believed in the
working of miracles. These were
among the charges made against
us by the mob as a reason why we
should be expelled from our lands.
But after a few years had elapsed,
our cunning adversary began to
give revelations and manifestations
to the people, and he spread abroad
his Jying signs and wonders, and
now they are far more numerous
than those contained in the Bible.
People everywhere can get revela-
tion. Profane men and women—
drunkards, gamblers and wicked
people of every degree can get round
a table and obtain revelation.
What necessity is there for them to
obey the gospel? W hat attractions
has truth for such persons? They
can get all the revelation they
need without having recourse
to the gospel or to its or-
dinances, or without being un-
der the necessity of enduring the
ignominy of being the servants of
God, for it has always been consid-
ered ignominious by the world to
be a servant of Godsince Satan had
power in the earth. Can you not
see how cunnin%]ly the adversary
has worked, and how difficult it is
under such circumstances to snatch
people from the error of their ways?
The truth has not been sweet or de-
sirable to this generation, and they
have rejected it. The truth has no
attrastions for those who do not
love it for its own sake. Connect-
ed with the truth there is a love
such as Jesus said his followers
sheuld have, which should in-
duce them to cleave to it
when they were persecuted, their
names cast out as evil, and
when they should be hated of all
men for his sake, There is nothing
attractive about all this to ple
who do not love the truth for its
own sake, but they who do are wil-
ling to endure all things for the
sake of the blessings that God has
promised to bestow upon them.
Brethren and sisters, it is our
duty as individualsand as a people to
live so that we may have that faith
that was once delivered to the Saints;
that we may have the revelations
of God in our hearts, that we may
know for ourselves concerning the
truth, and have each day a testi-
mony thereof. You know that the
idea is very prevalent that we are
led by one man, or by a few men.
It is thought that President Young
leads this people according to his
own ideas, and that he and his
counsellors and the Twelve,
through some cununing craft of
theirs, are able to influence them
to do this or reject that, to pursue
this course or avoid that. Isuppose
this idea always will be prevalent
as long as there are ple who do
not understand the character of this
work. But it is our duty, one and
all, to live so thay we shall havethe
light of the Holy Spirit and a con-

tinual testimony within us of the
truth of the work that God has es-



