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the lith chapter of the alihebrews
being read as a text

REPORTED BY D IV EVANS

A more comprehensive chapter
than this in its description of the
effects of faith when properly exer-
cisedcased by the children of men I1
think is not contained within thethe
lids of the bible the entire histo-
ry of gods dealings with the chil-
dren of men so far as the jewish
record is concerned is epitomized
therein the apostle in the plain-
est possible language describes the
leading events that ladhad transpired
uup tahto hisis day among the fathers ofMhis nationtionton setting forth with un-
mistakable clearness the power that
they wielded through faith in god
in accomplishingaccomplishin the work tthathat was
assigned unto tthemem and he tells
the hebrews in writing to them
upon this subject that it is impossi-
ble to please god without faith for
those who come unto him must be-
lieve that he is the of
them that diligently seek him

I1 expect that the apostle paul
had a generation to dealdeaf with that
were not dissimilar to the genera-
tion in which we live a generation
who had in their midst the scrip-
tures the predictions of the holy
prophets ministers who professed
to have received the authority
which they exercised in ministering
to the people from a high sosourceuce
and who were in their own opinion
at least called of god an elect peo-
plele1 a chosen generation who re-
joicedf0iced in the power that had been
made manifest to and in behalf of
their fathers and which toa certaincertain
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extent they had receivereceivedd the apos-
tle in this chaehachapterter pointed out the
power which their fathers exercised
through faith and to the mighty
works that had been wrought there-
by and he endeavored to stir up
within them a desire to exercise the
same faith

at the time that paul wrote this
epistleistle to the hebrews the jewsnddid not believe in living revelation
theythey did not believe that god spoke
to his people by any manifesta-
tions such as their fathers had re-
ceived we are told that they gar-
nished the sepulchreschres of the dead
prophets that they reverencedreverenced the
places of their birth honored thetheirIT
memories and declared that if they
had lived inthein the days of their fath-
ers they would not have been guil-
ty of putting the prophets to death
but the son of god and his apos-
tles

s
were treated by them precisely

as their fathers had tretreatedeted the
prophets of old
it is a good thing for us who live

in this generation that we have
this record in our midst it is an
encouraging thing to read the his-
tory of the past and to leamlearn about
the treatment that men of
god received in ancient days it is
encouraging for those who contend
for the same faith to know that
slander persecution ignominy and
shame and even death itself are
not evidences of the falsity of a sys-
tem or of the falsity of the doc-
trines taught by any individual
because we have the history of the
apostles some of the best men that
have ever trod the earth and of
jesus the holiesthollest and best man
that ever trod the earth or that
ever will and we find that he and
they were persecuted hated and
despised and their names were cast
out as evil end they were slain by
a generation who professed to honor
god and be very righteous and
who claimed to be the descendants
of the patriarchs of old who were
called the friends of god if this
story were told to us without our
knowing anything of the circum-
stances we should be reluctant to
believebelleve it it would be a difficult
thing to persuade us that human
beings could have been so base and
degraded and so lost to every feel-
ing of humanity as to persecute
and crucify a pure being likilkeJesus
who had come from the father for
the express purpose of laying downdowPhis lifeufa as an expiation for their
sins but the record is before uswe have been familiar with it from
our infancy and in the minds of
those who profess to have any faith
in god there is no room to doubt it
it is most fortunate for us that this
oonconchasecordconThasbashas been preservepreserved4 for bby itwawe amare enabled to understand whatwhatkindhind of a generation lived in the
day in which the chapter I1 have
roadread in your hearing was writtenthey wermvere a people who spoke

highly of religion who built syna-
gogues and places of worship who
honored the sabbath day who
wore long phylacteries on which
were written select passages from
scripture who had the word of
god written on their very doorpostsdoorposts
who prayed at the comers of the
streets who fasted and apparent-
lyI1 sought in every way to glorify
godgod they believed in abraham
and moses and in the covenants
which godgod made with them they
believed and practiced the law
which moses had revealed unto
them and so strict were they inin ob-
servingservinignjg many of its principles that
they were ready on one occasion to
have a woman slain for the viola-
tionon of the commandment respect-
ing adultery and at another time
their wrath was kindled against the
disciplesI1es because they plucked some
ears of corn on the sabbath day to
appease their hunger they con-
sidered that act a violation of the
sabbath and their righteous souls
were shocked thereat they were
shocked even at the idea of jesus
eating with unwashed hands and
0at6t him who professed to be a teach-
eref associating with publicanspublicans and
rsinnersminers they thought it was be-
neath the dignity of a man of god
to condescend to associate with the
low and degraded this was the
kind of people that existed when
paul wrote this chapter yet with
all their professions and with all
their apparent sanctity they were uut-
terly
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destitute of the knowledge and

power of god they drew near to
god with their lips but their
hearts were far from him they
made a great parade of their reli-
gion but theytiley dwelt on the glories
of the past on the evidences of
gods favor which their nation and
religion had formerly received but
did they themselves possess the
spirit ot prophecy anand the faith
which paul describes if they had
they would have recognized jesjesusus
when he came amongst them and
they would have gladly received
him and his teachings and would
have obeyed and practiced in their
lives the principles of his gospel
butashI1 have said they were utter-
ly destitute of the spirit of god
they were darkened in their minds
and instead of receivingrecreceivingeivinelving jesus and
his teachings they hounded10u him
until they got him into their pow-
er

0
and then they slew himwin andauda1wi

they treated his apostles in the
same mannermannen

it is truly said that history re-
peats itself weweareameare familiar with
this in the history of our race
when the prophets who preceded
Jesujesus went into the midst of the
people and preached unto them the
word of god they found them be-
lievinglievin in the prophets who had

beformbefore they were togogone willing
receive the lestinitestimonyony of Mosesand
of some who succeeded him sam-
uel after his death was recognized
as a great prophet by the jews and
so were some others who were dead
but while they lived they were
treated much the same as jesus
and his apostles were treated the
wicked could not recognize the
character of the men of god who
labored among them and they re-
jected and persecuted them and
slew many of them this is char-
acteristicact of the human familyone of the most unreliable things
connected with mankind is popular
opinion so far as gods dealings
with the children of men are con-
cerned and the sending of prophets
and apostles to them those who
have been guided by popular opin-
ion have always erred the opin-
ions of the great majority concern-
ing the truth habeinhavein almost every
instance been unreliable moyesmosesmoses
notwithstanding the mighty mira-
cles he performed was not appreci-
ated by those among whom he jiv-
ed anuandand narrowly escaped being
tonedstoned by the people whom liehe led
across the redbed sea when they got
into the wildernesswilde mess they murmuredat him and were ready to choose
others to lead them back to egypt
it was so with samuel although
the nation was comparatively a
righteous nation they rejected himtheythy were not content with thepower and authority which he ex-
ercised over them and they want-
ed a king so with other prophets
the more wicked the generation
the harder they were to convince ofthe truth of the predictions thatwere uttered among them by the
servants of god and so much was
this the case that it became alalmostmos tan infallible rule when a majority
of the people decidedd against aman helashe wasvas sure to boairya servant ofgod
it may be asked why hasjias this

been the caseoase I1 know that men
say if god be god and is the bobe

ing that he is described to be1 why
has he not manifested his popowerpowenverven in
the midst of his children to such
an extent that they are compelled
to receive the testimony of his ser-
vants there is a class of people
who can not understand why it is
that truth cannotcanean not be maderoade so plain
to the human understanding that
men can not reject it infidels ad-
vance this as an evidence that there
is no such thing as divine powerobernono
such being0 as god and tratthat there
is no supreme providence presiding
over the ammaffmairsaffairs of the children of
men they say that if god be the
kind of being that he is described
to be in the scriptures it would be
inconsistent with ills character to
withhold from the children of men
such manifestations of power as
would convince them beyond all
controversy that the men he sends
to declare his will unto them are
his divinely appointed servants

it is very plausible taking one
view of the subject for men to
imagine that this ought to be the
way in which god should astactact but
there is one saying written inin an-
cient days that is as true todayto day as
when it was written that is that
as the heavens are higher than the
earth so are gods waways hlhigherberthanthan
our ways and gocgoogodss gsthoughtsITt ts high-
er than our thoughts in our de-
gradation and ignorance we can not
comprehend thee purposes and plans
of our heavenly father kono man
can do this if any man were ca-
pable of doing this he would be un-
fit to dwell on earth and he might
perhaps be translated as enoch
was anciently no man can rise to
the wisdom of deity and compre-
hend the purposes and designs of
him who created the earth and
placed us upon it and who regu-
lates the movements of the
universe of which we form
a part and when we try to do
it it is like a child just beginning
to talk seeking to dictate and com-
prehend the movements actions
and thoughts of men who are in
possession of the wisdom and expe-
rience of mature age in fact the
diffdifferencebrence is ggreater our father
and god has made it plain to us
that he has placed us here on this
earth in order that we may be test-
ed and proved in the exercise
the agency that he has given us
and if when he sends forth illshis pro-
phets he were to manifest his pow-
er so that all the earth would be
compelled to receive their words
there would be no room then for
men to exercise their agency for
they would be compelled to adopt
a certain course and to receive cer-
tain teachings and doctrines regard-
less of their own wishes and will
but god has sent us here and has
given to everyone of us our aagency0c lucyl
as much so as he has his I1 in my
sphere have my agency aas much
as god my eternal fatherfather r nsv
jesus my elder brother has in his
I1 can do right or I1 can do wrong
I1 can serve god or reject him I1 can
keep his commandments or violate
them I1 can receive his spirit or re-
ject it this agency god has 9giveniven
unto man and hence it ishs that
when he sends his truth and his
servants to declare it unto the peo-
ple he does it in such awaya way that
man is left to the free exerciseexercise of
his agagencyencyney iiiin receiving or rejecting
them at the same time we are as-
sured that whoever receives that
gruthtruthtruth will also receive the convinc-
ing power of the spirit of god to
bear testimony to him that it is di-
vine and this is the reason why
as the apostle says in the chapter
I1 read to you the ancient
though they were stoned sawn
asunder tempted slain with the
sword though they wandered
about in sheep skins and in goat
skins being destitute afflicted and
tormented were able to endure to
the end they hadllad received a testea

from god through obedi-
ence to his gospel in the exercise of
their agency inin the right direction
and this enabled them to endure all
these thingsi cheerfully looking for-
ward as aapaulul says moses did whenwilen
he fled from egypt to the recom-
pense of reward

in this manner the servants of
god have gone forth in every age
and preached the gospel to bring
the matter down to our own dayday

when joseph smith commenced to
preach the gospel to tell the people
that god had once more spoken
from the heavens a great many
said where are the signs or evi-
dences that god has done thiscan you not show some sigrisign or
work us some miracle that shall con-
vince us that this is true if you will
work us a miracle if youou will
walk on thetile water raise timthe dead
or do some other work
then wowe will believe that he has

spoken to youyott and that the words
you testify to are true they
wantedwati ted signs and yet they had the
bible in their midst ththe position
of those to whom joseph taught
the gospel was very similar to that
of the jews in pauls day only the
former were more blessedblessed than the
jews were unto whom jesus came
they had the prophets and apostles
that is they had their words they
had the record odtheof the gospel as
taughttau lit by jesus and his apostleswittwith the account of the miracles
brouwroughth t by them they had a form
of goUnesgodlinesssandand they thought they
were on the road of salvation but
they did not believe in miracles
they did not believe that god was
a god of revelation hence they
would not receive the testimony of
the prophet joseph but they
wanted miracles to colvconvinceince them
in this they made a great mistake
as many others have done in other
ages of the world in relation to this
matter it is written of jesus that
he did not do many mighty works
in galilee because ofof thetho of
the people and he said it was a
wicked andand adulterous generation
that demanded ai sigslisignn and none
should be given tthemem when
the people demanded miraculous
signs of joseph smith to convince
them odtheof thetho truth of his testimony
they would not or did not exercise
their agency but wanted some over
powering0 evidence to convincephtthemin

the lord doesdocs not operate in that
way among the children of men
he sends forth his servants with
the truth and he makes this pro-
mise he made it through joseph
smith if they willwili believe in jesus
christ repent cof their sins be bap-
tized for the remission thereof by
one having authority they shall re-
ceive the holy ghost and a testi-
mony from him as to thetho character
of the work in which they hahaveve
engaged Aman who comes to god
must believe that he iais god that
hebe has power to do as hebe says
this is the way thetile ancients receiv-
ed their faithfalth the difficultydifficulty todayto day
isIS that the people do not believeeatbatthat god is a being of this charac-
ter you talk to those men who
profess to be ministers of the gos-
pelea and ask them do you have
the gifts powers and blessings 0off
the gospel as they were enjoyed by
the saintssainte in ancient daysdaye and
the reply will be invariably that
power is withdrawn those gifts and
blessings are no longer enjoyed
among men god does not reveal
his will unto the children of men
as he did in ancient days and it is
in vain for youou to ask god for those
blessings for they will not be be-
stowed this is the teaching of the
ministers in the religious world to-
day Is it any wonder that there is
nona faith among men Is it answonany won-
der that the blessings which paul
describes as being the fruits of faith
are not realized todayto day Is it any
wonder that men wander in dark-
ness and error and that the heavens
are as brass over their headshean Is it
any wonder that ananelsangels0elseis do not come
to earth and visit men and that the
gifts and blessings of tlethe gospel are
not enjoyed 4 it is no wonder to
me on the contrary the wonder to
me isis that there is so much faith
or rather that there is any faith left
among the children of men and to
tell lleitethe truth my brethren and
sisters there is but very little I1
can see a great change since I1 be-
came old enough to comprehend
anything about religion I1 can see
an absence of that faith which re-
ligious people once had therethelehashas
been a gradual lapsinglapsin into un-
beliefbeliefbelleffandand infidelity aniangand scepticism
are growing among the people and
todayto day there is vveryry little of that
old fashioned vital religion that was
enenjoyedjoyed previousp to the revelation
0off ththetho3 gospel

amonamong the earliest of the predic-
tions of the elders of this church
chati can remember were those fore-
telling as effects which should fol-
low the del of the gospel in
these days those we now see they
declared that when this gospel was
proclaimed unto the people if tiley
rejected atthe faith which they tileythenn
enjoyed and the light they then
possessed would digapdisappearpear and they
would be left in darkness 1 I have
lived to see the fulfillment of this
prediction the apostle paul in
his epistle to the thessaloniansThessalonians
says for this cause god will send
them strong deldeidelusionsS 1on that they
may believe a lie whohottakeke not plea-
sure in ae dorthisfor thisthib
causocauseusouse because they rejected the
truth and the testimony of gods
servants strong delusiondelusioll would be
sent unto them which would cause
them to believe a lie I1 have lived
to see thetiie fulfillment of that pre

diction the first time I1 heardaheard of
modem revelation outside of this
church I1 was on the sandwich
islands I1 had been from home
then several years I1 happened to
call at the house of a friend and
picked up a book I1 read its pre-
face and I1 was astonished at it
I1 had never heard of anything of
the kind outside of our church
before then the author argued

it was right to expect that spi-
rits would visit and make corncommamu

to men and hebe went on
to quote from the bible in support
of illshis argument I1 have since seen
many books of the same character
and it is now as common to believe
in spiritual revelationle as it was
formerly uncommon it is as rare
a thing now to meet with persons
who do not believe in this in some
form as etwasit was formerly to meet with
those who did believe it up to
the time of my early manhood I1
had never heard of anybody believ-
ingI1 iinn this but latter day saints
noww you will find ministers of re-
ligion methodists presbyteriansrians
episcopaliansEpiscopalians and men of all clas-
ses and degrees who believebelleve inin sspir-
itual

piri

communications but have
they aanyny orgaorganization orr any point
upon which they can unite togeth-
er no each man receives revela-
tion to suit hinihinlhimselfselfseif until todayto day
there is no faith in the land and no
belief in the manifestations of the
power of god the adversary has
captivatedthe hearts of the children
of men he has fortified their minds
against the truth and is leading
them to destruction

formerly the great objection to
the latter dayay saints was that they
believed in reveltrevelationlonion that was
one of the great charges made
against us in jackson county mo
another was that we had a pro-
phet whosewhole words we hearkened
to and that we believed in the
working of miracles these were
among the charges made against
us by the mob as a reason why we
should be expelled from our lands
but after a few years had elapsed
our cunning adversary began to
give revelations and manifestations
to the people and he spread abroad
his I1lyingyingI1 signs and wonders and
now they are far more numerous
than those contained in the bible
people everywhere can get revela-
tion profane men and women
drunkards gamblers and wicked
people of every degree can get round
a table and obtain revelation
what necessity is there for them to
obey the gospel what attractions
has truth for such persons they
can get all the revelation they
need without having recourse
to the gospel or to its or-
dinancesdinances or without being un-
der the necessity of enduring the
ignominy of being the servants of
god for it has always been consid-
ered ignominious by the world to
be a servant of god since satan hadbad
power in the earth can you not
see how cunningly the adversary
has worked and how difficult itis
under such circumstances to snatch
people from the errerroror of their ways
the truth has not been sweet or de-
sirable to this generation and they
have rejected it the truth has no
attractions for those who do not
love it for its own sake connect-
ed with the truth there is a love
such as jesus said his followers
should have which should in-
duce them to cleave to it
when they were persecuted their
names cast out as evil and
when they should be hated of all
men for his sake there is nothing
attractive about all this to people
who donotdo not love the truth for its
own sake but they who do are wil-
ling to endure all things for the
sake of the blessings that god has
promised to bestow upon them

brethren and sisters it is our
duty as individuals and as a people to
live so that we may have that faith
thatwas once delivered to the saints
that we may have the revelations
of god in our hearts that we may
know for ourselves concerning thetile
truth and have each day a testi-
mony thereof you know that the
idea is very prevalentalent that we are
led by one man or by a few men
itt is thought that president young
leads this people according to his
own ideas and that he and hisills
counsellorscoun and the twelve
through some cunning craft of
theirs are able to influence them
boto do this or reject that to pursue
this course or avoid that I1 supsupposeose
this idea always will be provaprevaprevalentent
as long aas there are people who do
not understandunderstud the character of this
work but it is our duty one and
all to live so thatha wowe shall have the
ightlight of the holy spirit and a con-
tinual testimony withinwi thin us of tho
truth of the work that god has es


