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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

Biblical arcb:eslogy was nlmsst un-
koowpn, and other sources of informa-
tlon were equally barrer. Butin spite
of ul} this the great reformer seemed Lo
know intuitively the currect mean-
Ing «f mary disputed pa-sages, anuo
recent discoveries have pruved the
esoundpess of his jud ment in selec:-

fog Germau substitutes for the
origizal worde and phraves, Thie
fact becomes mosl Olear to  those

who attempt tolmprove ou the trane-
lation, a: Dumeroua (ranslators—
Michsuelis amoby the rest—have been
forced tu adwit.

Notwithatandlng tnls, there are
errors in his versicu. Bometimes be
did put o mprehend the jdlome of the
origipal apu reudered them Jiteraily,
therehy ubnwittingly glviog to the
sentence another sense thub intenced
by the apthor. Hometimes tue trioe-
latlon is wrong. Bometimes he evl-
dently (rapalates with wu view ol
procuring evldence for hils ow
deetriues ugainet the Romao chureh,
He wae but bgman after all; snu
who canpot torgive a weakness po
natural to bumsb nature? I[o spite ol
8l] this, the work completed by Luther
while be wus ostensibly & eaptive on
Wartburg is & m nument lp the great-
est of Bible trausiators, ae well By to
the most successiul reformer thal ever
Iifted his voice agaiuat pap:l beresy n
the vontinent o Eurcpe.

JOSEPH SMITH, THE PROPHET.

Today isthe eighty-seventh annlver-
sary of the birth of 8 wan, io many

respecta the most remarkable (the
niueteenth century bas produced.
We reter to Joseph Smith,the Prophet,
who was boru in Shurou, Windeor
coupty, Vermont, - Dicember 23rd,
1805,

The varlous fncidents of hie eveut
ful catesr are engraved oD Lthe hearts
of the Balvts, who luved the mau wbu
cherich his mewory with antlectiouate
reverencer. The world at large le also
famlifar, tv scme exteut at jesst, with
his bingraphy; for he wus one of the
few whose preatpees attineted univer-
sal slteytion and wh.ope pDame will be
founuy promiuent on the pages of his-
tory for ages. How he by Heaven
was chosed a special messroger tu the
wurld; the taith{ul performance of this
work ubder the greatest difficulties,
and the final seahing of the testimouy
with bis deaih 33 a8 @uartyr beloog
to the apnals of the Kingdom of God
ob earth apd they formn obe of the
most important chapters in ecclesiaati-
cal bistury of all time.

It would seem emineotly proper to-
dny to reflect for a few muments ob the
work which Juseph the Prophet wak
called to perform ipo thiz age. Lijke
Moses, who gathered the cghildren of
Israel and led them to the Land of
Prcmise, Joseph the Propbet suupled
thecall tv the scattered [urael, anv
those who heard 1t and believed re-
sponde apd eame with joyful bearts
to the land al ove others choice in the
sight of the Lurd—a land undoubted-
Iy selected mnd, since the time of jte
diseuvery, hy the divive provideboce
prepured for this purpose. Like Elijuh,
who thupdered his aclemb warnjopgs
agninst kiuge abd pations that trens-
gressed the lawe of Him who is the
King of kings and Lord of lords,

Joseph the Prophet lifted hls warning
voloe in the midst of the nationeof the
earth, decl ring the will aud the
deslres of the Almighty. His appear-
ance in the world buret forth as ip ful-
fliment of the Apoealyptle vislon:

“Apd I raw another mighty sogel
come down from heaven, ciothed with a
cloud and & rainbow was upon’his hear,
and his ace was as il were the sun, and
his feet as pillarsof fAire. And he had in
his hand alitile book & * # gapd
swore by Him that liveth for ever and
ever, who oreated heaven and the things
that thereiu are, and the earth and i1he
thinga thal therein are, and the sea and
the tbiogs which are therein, that there
should be time no longer, but in the
days of the voice of the sevenih angel,
when be shall begin to sound, the
mystety of God should be finisbed, as
He hLas declared to His servanta the
Prophets.” (Rav. x. 1-7.)

Like John the Baptist, who came to
prepare the way for the completion of
an eld vispepeation aud the foundation
of a new and mure giorious, s0o Juseph
the Prophet came lo usherin a new
die) ensation, more yloricus thau
any ol the preceding. He came
tbe hersld of that m lienlum of whiek
seery have spuked in glorious terms
from the beginning of the world—the
Jjepensation of the fullness of times,

For the accomplishivg of this yreat
work he war endowed with the must
extraordinary powers Trom ubove, as
might naturaily be expectod. He was
ore of the {few human belngs who huve
tevn permilted to commune with
Juhovuh, ficelo face, 18 a friend to »
triend. Angels vigited ljim apd io-
siructed him. To his prophetic view
was opened as & bouk the past and the
future. Nay, cven the veil thut bider
from our wondeting g #e the eteruity
wae purtially withdrawo beiore him,
sud, like Paul, be eaw BDd bLeard
loex pressitle things, forthe descriptiou
of which buman laoguage Is Inade-
guate. Puwer over demons and sick-
nes- abd deuth was given to him as to
the nncient servanis of the Lord. A nd
al) these superbuman envow ments he,
like his Master, used for the beuefit o1
hia fellowmen aud the cause Wwhoee
fajth.ul servaot he was.,

No wonder that thuee who koew
him best ebould love him most.
Throughb him the Lord was pleased Lo
give His children n kpoowledge of
thingeeternal that truly paeseth upder-
stundibg, a knowledge tuat brioge
peace, joy, bappiuess to the hearl.
Through vis tewcLings death hus been
deprived of its terror; the living have
been brought to compiebend the
glorloua truth that the mercy of God
vndureth tor ever and la efficient for
salvation even behind the veil, apd
through him we have learned to ex-
pect that the titae s at hapd when the
earth shall be jurified und maokind
live on it ne hefore the full in A univer-
aa] brotherhood.

The whole world has altendy csm-
menced to reap the benefits of the
brlef years in which the great Pre-

pbhet’s earthly career was compre-
hended. Toe truthe he 80
fearlesr’y apd withvut hesitation

pf claimmed are gradually leaveoing
mapkiod and shaplog | uman thought,
It je perceptible that meny of those
who desplee the pame of the Prophet
huve accepted hies docirines and #re
preaching thetruthsbe first procieimed.
And this work will go on, until the

whole human family finally shull be
pt: pared to sceept them. Was jt not
the same with the work of tbe earlier
ropbuts amd the Savior Himsel?
gotwllhstandlng the fact that the
world at firat rejected Him, yet Hie
work went on until the existiog
systems had tw glve way to Christi-
anity.

Joseph's fate fn the wurld was
similar to that of all those who have
been the special messengers of the
Almighty., He was misunderstoo!,
envied, hated sod murdered. Yet he
conquered through sli, for even his
death was a victory. And bestill lives.
Io the memory of the people of God
he shell live as long as there {s one left
on earth who 18 tryiog to serve God
aceording to His revealed will, Aod
in celestial glory he shall Jive Jo all
eternity.

Well may the Bainte of God remem-
ber today with deep gratitude their be-
loved Prophet. Well may they with
firm detérmipation coutinge (o serve
Him whom Josepts declared to us, for
whom bhe lived and in whose service
he died,

THE SEASON.

——

A resldent of thle ity who went over
to Tooele county on Wedpesday last

reporte that while we think ourselves
abundautly remembered in the matter
of snow, they of that sectivn have been
more ““avored’ than we, Duriog the
la'e storm Dot less thup two feet, and
probaliy hall u foot more, fell; but
us Lhere was but iittle frost in thesoil,
1t J/5d pot ai} remain, and ot the pres-
epnt tlme there are from twelVe to
fi.teen inches on the level. Tralficis
well nigh suspended; the Utah and
Neva'a fraip s bouud fore spu aft
with the heavy drilte which are being
blown iotg the culs as fast a8 they ceh
be token out, and wae [ying beipluss
half u mile north ¢f Tooele atation. Our
luformabt wss cumpelied to eoga.e
the rervices of &1 experienced teamster
with a stroug berse and road eart, and
did not arrive here tiil early this morn-
Ing after & trip through stroog gales
flecked wilh snow and particles of ice;
the road heing hidden most «f the
way through drifting snow, impeded
progrees constderahly apd made the
experience one Joug W be remembered,

Thoee who are disposed to question
the statement that this in the severest
winier we hauve had so {ar us il has
gooe or & quarter of 5 contury past at
least, have mot probably bLeen out
where its effects were most distiuctly
vieible. The mean temperalure may
not have been usny Jjower bor jo
goIne 0Ases 80 Juw Bs at a few ol er
timex, but this has been overborne by
the upusuaily prevalent apd powerful
winds, which, coupled with a snow-
full Botuslly beyond precedeut, muke
the season so far about Be pu¢grAbed—
the henviest and hardestin twenty-five
Fuo e,

Ot course there s or will he a com-
penastion for uil this. We look for the
s-asob ut its clore to show B record
aversging not greatly abhuve or below
its predecessors or oy of them iu the
matier of genernl weathetr. If this
should be the caes, the greater the
svverity now the lesa it wili be at the
other end of the wiuler, whiie the fact
that great enowialle, though at limes
largely detrimental to trade, comfort



