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BRETHREN and sisters and friends
we have met this afternoon to com
memerate the death and suffering of
our lord Jesus Christ in illshis crucifix-
ion on bg cross as an atonement
for the sins of the world we have met
here to worship god the spectacle
of a worshippingworshipping congregation is not
new either in utah or throughout
christendom at large A country or a
people who are devoid of the sensibili-
ties of the obligations which they owe
to the supreme rulekule of the uni-
verse to the creator of the world and
all things that in it are would be con-
sidered papaganan would be considered an
unciviluncivilizedizesizeT people in speak-
ing of civilization emerson once
saidsald that a nation without a well de

without clothing with-
out a system of marrimarriageagge wenye call
heathen we call barbarous and he
might have added with propriety and
like truthfulnessulness that a people who as-
semble not to pay their devotion to the
great god the architect of the unlauniauni I

verse and thetile common father of the
huibanhurbanluman race are annnannuan civilizeduncivilized people
whilewhile we admitadmit this to be true there
are other facts associated with and be
ioninloninionlon in to this subject of the worship
of that present themselves
very forcibly to our view and I1 may
enumerate a few of them

As I1 have already said the assemb-
ling together of a people in a congre-
gationalgat ionallonal capacity to pay their adoraaddra
lions to god their heavenly father is
not a strange or an exceptional spec-
tacle but is common throughouthout the
world nevertheless there 1Is great di-
versity of opinion recrezregardingarding divine
worship there are varied methods of
paying those orationsad to the su-
preme being the worship that they
offer to deity is presented in rituallyritualis-
tic forms and described methods in
systematic modes in the form of hom
liles in the exercise of prayer of sing-
ing of psalms of the ministrationadministrationaa of
sacraments that diffdifferer very widely the
one from theotherthe other but who on ac-
count of this diversity of opinion who
on account of this presented variety of
modes of bowing before or of lifting
up unto the supreme being our hands
in adoration and praise or in the dis-
chargechar e of our devotional obligations
would say that but one two three or
any restricted number should be
guaranteed the liberty the freedom
the religious toleration the
political and moral right of
bowingowing the knee before god and of
lifting up their voices in praise and
prayer to him who made the sun the
moon and the stars and who
created all things that live and
move and have a being show
me a people cite to me a nation
or a family of nations that have come
to the conclusion that have made a
predeterminedpre determined decree that none shall
wolwoiworshipship the god of daniel or none
shall worship the dianah of the ephe

or none shall worship the golden
image made by you
show me a people a community or a
nation or familyfamily of nations that are
fettered and bound by this prescriptive

tand the dogmatic institutions and
traditions of their times and I1 will
show youyon a people that are fettered
with chains forged in the fires of big-
otry and superstition will prove
to themfhern a barrier to national and uni-
versal progress

tilethe subject that we have had pre-
sented before us by my respected
brother who preceded me is aeryavery in-
terestingtereste tingtinz one interesting from more
sides than one interesting from every
side interesting from centrecentie to cir-
cumferencecumCUD ference in part and in entirety
it is the subject of the liberty to wor-
ship god according to the dictates of a
peoples own conscience unrestricted
and unrestrained by arbitrary or com-
pulsory measures he has referred to
historicalorical instances related in sacred
history to circumstances under which
and bythe development otof which the
spirit of persecution the spirit
of intolerance the spirit of
tyranny and oppression has manifested
itself it is a well known and univer-
sally recognized fact throughout all
christendom todayto day that jesus christ
is the savior of the world that jesus
of nazareth the son of god the re-
deemer of the human race is the cap-
tain of our salvation and that there is
no other name given under heaven
whereby man can be saved but the
name ofor jesus this will be readily and
clamorously conceded persistently
avowed and zealously declared by
every church that lays any claim to the
name of christian throughout the
whole world that herashemashe was the founder
and finisher bofof that faith which canzan
alone save the family of man that
through hlahia life death and resurrec-
tion in connection with the principle
of immortality and eternal life which
ilehe brought forth to the knowledge of
the world in illshis own person fulfilling
very many of the prophecies relative
to the dispensation of the fullness of
times that throughthrough him and through
him alone should salvation come unto
israel and a fallen world bobe redeemed
the apostles heibe was pleased to select
from among the unlettered the uncul-
tivated and the undistinguished among
his fellow men were called to bebaminmin

aisters of his word to be ambassadors
of the message of salvation to be his
heralds of peace peace on earth and
good willivill to all men it is true ilehe
selected them from amoritheamonithe humble
fishermen that were following their
occupation of fishing on the I1seaea of
gailleeGal it 1is true ilehe did not select
them from the learned doctors of the
law it is also true that they were
men that had not attained to any high
repute or had been elevated tuto any
dignified or scholastic position in thetile
land either ecclesiastical or political
they were graded as the off
and dregs of the human race they
were so to speak the dregs of human
society yet todayto day in this age of
boasted christian enlightenment in
this age of boasted Cu ristian freedom

pardon me for the remark they
claim that these men were the servants
of the lord men that bore in their
possession tiiethe principles of life and
salvation unto all the world and thesethebe
men were in their day boldboid to make
affirmations such as tellfell very

very unacceptably upon the
ears ofor the elite of the educated of
the refined of the professional classes
of jewish and of roman societyaudandind
alsoaliso spoil thase who were cultivated
in greek literature and constituted
the most refined element of human
society yet they were bold to de-
clare we know we are of god
and tilethe whole world diethilleth in ungodli-
ness 79 what do our christian ffriends
say what do our pulpit declaimersaimers
announce to their congregations when
they select suchauch positive declarations
such strong doctrinal enunciationsenunciationsasas
the one I1 have quoted anandI1 many more
likelilse unto them what do they say oboh
they tell their christian ffrleindairinda that
they lament the darkness thetile moral
blindness the intellectual aridand doc-
trinal opaqueopaquenessnessRess of that age tha had
they lived in the days when jasus so
journea among ihenism ahem ilehe went
about speaking words of kindness ut-
tering sentences ofal love auddud mereyl
expressing his good will tot
human family and seeking to aronalpro ani-
mate ane principles 66tod plue laitt a dis-
tracted age say thoythey oh that we hadbad
lived in tiiethe days off jacanE oh that vveikevveive
had otcit levying bovyn
at illshis feet like mary and ltaranhaaytha oh
that we had had the opportunity of
surrounding him hienhenfien otletua precious
words of life fell from his hallow ad
lips the lips of ilitahim who
as never manman ohoil that we
had had this privilege and the tears
of penitence lortor the sins off the dead
who hadbad gone centuries before

down their tauefaue and stain the
pages of the sacred scriptures from
which they select their texts when
they refereferr to the blindnessblind nessnebs and hard-
ness of heart of the people who treated
with ignominy and contempt the
worlds greatest reformer the worlds
universal redeemerredeemerredeemermei the sonbon of god
himself what do they say of them

ohloh say they how strange it is
how remarkable it is that those people
with the writings of the blessed kroph
ets with the writings of hosea ofjeremiah of amos otof joel of habak-
kuk of zechariah of malachi and of
all the prophets in their possession
wherein are found so many prophecies
relating to the coming of the MeisSAlessimiahsiahallali
relating to the in of anewa new
dispensation relating to the inaugura-
tion of a reign of peace such isas tilethe
world had never seen suchbuch as god had
not promised unto the children of men
until the period of the worlds history
when shiloah should come hoarehow re-
markable with all tills that they did not
receive the son of god if we had
lived in these dayslays baysay theythe givelivewe be-
lieve that we would ha e beenabeln able to
seethesee the handband of god we would have
marked his divine footprintslootprints among
the people we would have recognized
by our ears the voice of the good
shepherd we would have listened
with hearts subdued with humility
with minds illuminated by inspiration
to the marvelous and niini tablelable truths
uttered by the savior of the
world oiloh how wicked it was for
those people to be boso hardhearted
how wicked it was not only fortor the
cocommon people but for thetile rulers
of the jews for the members
of the senate for the doctors of the
law for the lights of the generation
the leading men ol01 the period in which
they lived that they should be guilty of
such inhuman such unnatural ssuchuchi

unjust conduct as to persecute men
against whom no charge in truth and
in verity could be found except it was
that thetheylewere pleased to10 proclaim tilellieacceptableaccept year of the lord to an-
nounce unto the world of mankind
that a dispensation of divine provid-
ence had been ushered in witerein a
change should take place over the
minds of the peopleleopie wherein a new
order of things should be developed
and wherein the mosaic law with allits sacerdotal rites and iesles
were to be consummated antlanil brought
to a termination in tiiethe ffulfilmentfulfillment of
the prophecies and in the introduction

a purer law 11 theseare their feelings the ministers pipreacheachto the people after this fashion anuand
read to them such passages as these

blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness sakehakes for
theirs Is the kingdom of heavenheas eu i

blessed are ye when men shall re-
vile you and persecute youvou and shallsay all manner of evil against youvoufalsely for my sake

rejoiceEejoica and be exceedingly glad
for great is your reward itin heaven
forsotorso persecuted they the prophets
which were before you

thisThi language my beloved friefric itisIsois offaveryfaversa v cryery forcible character pro-
bablyborateda few reflections upon the senti
ments incorporatedporated in these declara-tions of uninspired meninen may not be

altogether or unprofit-
able unto us attliesat tills time

we learn from these declarations
that jesus chrchristi

i anandd hhisis followers hadbad
their namesdames cascast out as evil if these
historians record veritable facts andaud
we havenave no right to question the his-
torical verity of these statements be-
cause they are established and verified
by secular history if then they are
true it becomes every thinking student
of history every earnest and avowed
student ot natural theologyy or of sec-
tarian lore to understand what it was
that constituted the essenceessence of thetile
disagreement what constituted the
gest the kernel ifit you please the
special reason why the existing spirit
faith and teateachingshi 8 0of1 tthehe jewish peo-
ple andabd of the itottoitoman1 1 people in the
commencement of metile christian era
were so opposed to theth doctrines of
jesus christ and illshis apostles I1 have
already referred to the general recog-
nition by the christianChrist lauiau world of thetile
doctrines of christ and jils apostles as
being the foundation of the hope of all
enlightened nations for salvation be-
forefore god for gaigalsalvationsallon in eternity for
the redemption of the human race
anat then was it that was the cause
of the opposition which was so pro-
nouncednounced so persistent andaed so pro-
longed against jesus christ and illshis
followers this opposition vas not
confined to ait narrow region it was
an opposition that was notmot limited
within any special circle forwefor we read
of one inquirer who appears to be a
man of very general information ad-
dressing himbimhimselfselfbelf in the form of an
inquiry in his own behalf undand in
benalt of those whom he represented
to the apostlesApoatiesatles saying

vewe desire to hear oathee what thou
thinthinnestkestdest for as concerning this sect
we know that everywhere it is spoken
against

it yasvasvass not a matter of conjecture with
himfilm it was a matter ot conjecture
with him as to bilat the apostle paul
thought for paul was a moanroan of let-
ters a man of a very extended range
of experience and observation so
much so that one of the learned nabiesrabies
of his timetinie told him that much learn-
ing had made himhirn mad but he was
inquiring respecting his pauls in-
formation concerning the church of
christ a body of religious worshippersworshippers
with whom he wasavas identified and in
the midst of whom he was allan author-
ized apostle

we desire to hear oatheeofthee what thou
thinnestthinkest for as concerning this sect
we know that everywhere it I1la spoken
against

WeWo knowlknow what do you know
sir we know that it idis spoken
against whereVIlere is it spoken
aagainstainest sir it is everywhere
spoken against hence we seesec the
universality the general character of
the opposition that was raised against
tue doctrines of tiiethe humblenumble and de-
spised nazarene why WASivas it my
friends that they were olopposedposed tn linelm
why was it that his causewayscausewasvas so mis-
represented charged with keeping
company with publicpublicansans and sinners
and considered worthy of death sim-
ply because he introduced an organ-
ized system of principles of ordi-
nances and divine institutions that
were in their essential
nature tzto the welfare of mankind
but antagonistic to the existing dog-
mas theoltheologiesogiesogles and schools of philos-
ophy that wwereereene then in existence they
were moreover systems of thetheologylogy
and schools of philosophy and orlanorganorgan-
ized methods of procedureduredurd in matters
theological as well as matters doctrin-
al and political that were becoming
exhausted they hd reached the pe-
riod of their decrepitude they had
attained unto the period of old age
they had hanifmanifestedested within them the
elements of social moral and orsranie
decay their deteriorating effects
were btbecoming painfullypaintully apparent
they were adapted to the
newly developing condition otof thinas
inapplicable to the unfolding environ-
ments of those times and god
who sitshits enthroned in tae realms of
purity and of truth had givenalven these
systems for the sake of illshis people
whatever there was of a regenerating
progressive nature in these systems
god sustained he sustained them
until the daystarday star had dawned for aj
brighter and more glorious epoch in
thetile wworlds0o ra its hihistorystori when the shep-
herds were visited by messenmessengersgers of
light from the realms of the eternal
Ggodsds cryingctrg peace peace on earth
andof 1goodod will totowardward all menmene 1

but my brother who preceded me
spoke of selfishness ilehe touched a
cord that seems to me to be unbroken
andoeand of a very extended length I1 think
it reaches overoseroverallallali the ages I1 think it
has come down from tidtiathe border times
of prebiprehistoric history I1 think it is
found right through humanhullian nature
crude and civilized and un-
civilized P

ane doctrines which the savior
taught touched this feelingcelingf of selfish-
nessness it touched the perpersonalbonalhonal vanity
ol01 many rhefhe supporters of thesesthe sys-
temste s that I1 have alluded to I1 have no
time to name them there may be many
of ouon who arearc historic divuly well in-
formed and know alfair abouaboutthemthem you
know there were a number of pailo

schools in existence in athens
and elsewhere at that time you arcare
acquainted no doubt with the dogmas
of the pernodperiod suffice it to say that the
mostroost violent and determined opposi-
tion that jesus of nazareth met with
in hisnis day and generation was from
thithe ieryveryvery class of men thattie christian
world todayto day havehaie supposed and
thought ilehe ought to have derived the
greatest possible support
tian prpreachersbachers and ministers tctellteilit their
congregationsg that the learned
doctors of the law who had little elseeise

todotadoto do but study the of
the lawsto familiarize themselves with
the genius of their construction with
ththeC wisdom that promulgated thethemin
athwith the necessities underlying the
need for their legislation these min-
isters tell usum that they of all other men
ought to have discovered the signs of
the times ought to have been able to
read them and in reading them to have
discovered that the set timetime had comecamu
for god to bring forthforth his son jesus
christanaChristand to usher in a reign of peace
but it was from tilisthis class of people
that jesus met with the most violent
and persistent persecution

and how is todayto day my friends how
is it todayto day with the latter day saints
I1 want to propound a few questions
to my friends as well as to juose who
havehavu no desire to be considered our
friends I1 ilaha veone word to say to
them I1 would say as my brother be-
fore me has said would to god that
they could be inspired by the same di-
vinevi intelligence by the same supreme
wisdom anaand enlightened bby the same
heavenly understanding itthat chased
away the darkness of ages cleared up
the obscurity in which the human
mind was enveloped in the days of
jesus would to god they were sincere
and devout and honest consistent be-
lievers in the biblebibie the word of god
then we would not have much trouble
in reasoning with our friends we
have no trouble todayto day in obtaining an
intelli tient reply from our christian
friends when we ask them why did
jesus and 1114his apostles receive perse-
cution

erse
at thethem hands of the jews and

of the romans in their day both as
relirellreligiousziousrious and political communities
why did they do it the answer would
be freely given because they loved
darkness rather than 11lightlit becausebecaase
they would not purify theirtheir

q
lives by ththee

regenerating principles of christianity
bilbecausegause they would not deny them-
selves of those forbidden fruits and of
those unrestunrestrainedrainea passions which ran
riot and of which the adherents of the
christian religion pronounce against
because jesus uupbraidedupbraided them for sin
and iniiniquitytilty he cried aloud 0
generahgenerationon of vipers who hath warned
youou to bleefleeee iromfrom the wrath to comeitit was because he told them the
truth against themselves that theythestheyverewere
opposed to him what were the prin-
ciples ilehe taught agobob I1

11 says our
christian friend they are to be folind
iuin the writings of matthew mark
luke and john and in the epistles of
thetile apostles youyou will find there thetile
teachings that jesus and his apostles
taultaught and there toontoo are found the
reasons for all the opposition and per-
secutionse which they endured even un-
to death even to thetile ignominious death
of crucifixion

well suppose we were to ask the
question nolynovnoy what is the easonreason that
the latter day saints are everywhere
spoken against what is tilethe answer
well we would be answered variously
but all in harmony witith one certain
note of disapproval the answer would
be you are unlike us you choose
to profess a religion and a polity dif-
ferent tousto usi the constitution of your
social structure is at variance with
our ideas of morality we are enthu-
siastically frantically and mercilessly
incensed against your social system
we cannot endure it you must be-
lieve as we do you must think as we
do and if you dont choose to think
and believe as we do jonyon must
act as we do or you canno
be in fellowship with us 11 now my
friends thistilts is the spirit of the aweageaseage iuin
which we live and I1 am respectsrespectfully at
the whole worlds defiance to present
totd me or any other intelligent latter
day saint a solid logical or truthful
argument of a contradictory nature
there never has been and there never
will beanbe an opponent whose acumen is
aquaiequal to the task of formulating rea-
sons rational and sufficiently cogent to
overthrow the doctrines of the religion
of the latter day saints

now then if the people in tiietile days
of jesus and illshis apostles were as con-
sistent oror me rather incon-
sistent aas9 the people of our day are
they would persist in maintaining that
these doctrines should not be taught
in judea nor in the regions round
about nor in Pamphilla nor in romehome
nor in galatia nor anywhere you
must renounce these doctrines they
said but they did not renounce anand
they put them to death aliah that is
the secret do you then christians
tilethe professed promulgators of bible
christianity do you choose to repeat
the deeds of your forefathers do you
choose to imitate the examples of the
persecutors of the humble andanadisdis
pined nazarene by persepersecutingcutin im-
prisoningprison ing and putting to deahndea tli men
and women who profess precisely the
same theology wilowiio worship the same
god wao bow at the same sacred altar
as jesus and illshis apostles did who ad-
vocate the same doctrines who ad
minister in the same ordinances and
who in every doctrinal particular are
following their divine master and ffeltfelsfelfeielteitel sf

low laborers the apostles of old
ailallah I1 says one it is not that exactly
if you would only promise that you
would remove fronifrom your religion every
objectionable featuref that it now pre-
sents to the christian world we would
hall you as brethren as fellow chrischrls 4

fians 11 what did thetile jewish people
do what did the roman peo-
ple do they told jesus of Naznazaretharetti
in effect that if he would strike
out of the constitution of the new
faith every principle and doctrine that
was uncongenial if not with the pro-
phecies which they professed to bcbe
lielleneveneyeveinin atallat all events with kneir con-
structionst of them ifii they would only
putpipit these ayayabay then they could live
with themthem whatwhat would our divines
todayto day think of jesus and his apostles

if they bad permitted to be handed
down to history that in consequence ofthe opposition which the revelations
of god had evokedIn the human mind
and had caused the public pulse to
beat high to arise to feverish ttempera-
ture

eapera
until they came to this conclu-

sion if we let these men alone
thetheytf will take away our name andnationnallona on we cannot stand itcrucify him I1 crucrucifyelfr him release untous the thieves barabas anybody ex-
cept jesus off nazareth crucify himhiml
crucify him 1 his blood be upon us andupon our children for ever this was
the cry of tho populace and had he
made this affirmation thalthat in conse-
quence of the determined opposition
of the broad and deep seated enmity
that was engendered in the hearts of
the people against the revealed will ofgod it was best to cease to proclaim
illsilia glorious principles it was best to
stop the administration of his ordin-
ances it was best to surrender their
allegiance to almighty god and bow lain
crocrouchingaching servility to their fellow men
in denndeffferencearence to them and rebellion to
the god of heaven what would our
christian ministers think of suchbuchsuchabuchaabody of men as that of jesus
and illshis apostles assuming a
position of that kind before them
how well they have declaimed in favor
of the martyrs of christianity with
what burning eloquence they have ex-
tolled the heroism the stoutheartedstout hearted
ness of the men and women who were
willing to go as lambs to the slaughter
like their divine master rather than
prove recreant to the sacred obliga-
tions they have assumed what would
they say of such a christianity they
would say fie upon such miserable
stuff llelie I1 upon such men and women
who should attempt to layjay holdbold of such
klorgloriousiouslous and benignant principles as
those of christianity they would
say the touch of such men and women
upon such principles was a contamin-
ating touch it would have been an

breath that they would have
breathed when vindicating christian-
ity while they themselves werdwere so
inadequate to the responsibilities
being devoid of the inspiration per-
taining to the truthtru th and so indisposed
to live a life of purity which those
principles requiredreguired at their hands

I1if you would so judge of the former
day saints how would you judge of
the latter day saints what wouldyuuyou think of us if were to tell yeuyou that
we would cease to believe inInthethe reli-
gion of jesus christ it is true you do
notriot know what it means and hence weivepity you it is true that we know we
are of god wcive know ahat these prin-
ciples and revelations are divine we
know that they nave emanated irmfrom
him who cannot lieile we know these
things and if you knew them wouldyou ask us to deny our faith to prove
recreant to burtrustour trusttrus ttoto become unwor-
thy taetoe confidence 91of our families andotof dionest men around us on every hand
A gentleman in this city was knownknowd
dolsay10 say and he said it more
forcible than eloquent and you will
excuse me for not repeating it because
it might be considered sasacrilege in a
sacred desk to do so helashe was
say if I1 knew what you say to be
truetrue I1 would go0 to grisonprison I1 would
not denyeny it for anaboanybodyy 11 well wiliwivi
would you think of a manwan who would
deny that which he knew totd be true or01
say no when the truth required him to
sayles could you trust him as a
free mason or an odd fellow or iiiin any
otheruther capacity where
and genuine human worth is to be ap-
preciatedprecia ted and sought certainly not

well now my friends we have made
some very plain remarks this after-noon permit meinme in conclusion to say
that I1 am very sorry that we are forced
into this uninviting situation but
being forced into it pushed into it
ifit you please driven into it leg-
islated into it what can we do whatwould you advise us to do your ad-
vice would be this possibly we be-
lieve that youabu people only say that you
know this work in which you are en-
gaged is of god we do not believeyou do know we think you are like
the rest odtheot the christian world and
that your knowledge is no more divine
or that you have any closer communionwith god than the rest of the acts ofwethe christian world and ththeyel dontprofess to know only to believeelleve
therefore eyouyou are very presumptuous
to say you know these things you
ought to know better you had there-fore better place youryourselvesseinesselNes in accord
with us comecorneaa little nearer to usu8 andjust say you dont believe certain prin
cloies in your religion and we will
tolerate the other portion

myaly friends if we were placed in this
position of our own doing we wouldgladly come to terms we would gladly
settle this question before the setting
of another days sun but when we
know that god has spoken from hea-
ven whencewhen we know as well as we know
that we live that the revelations which
we have received against which the
world are now fighting are of god
barnofborn of heaven of heavenly descent
becan butbu say in conclusion that we
will do all we can we will keep every
law that it is possible for us to keep
irewe will honorbonor our government to the
best of our ability but if we are askedto chose this day whom we will servegod or what do you take us
for hypocrites knaves fools asinine
actors fnan the drdrumaumaima of life or whatno my ffriends I1 will say as one of
old said though he slay me yet
will I1 trust in him we know the
principles are right we know
they arearc eternal no matter
whatwhat may be the consequencessuppose we are put to death some of
us 1 whatlat of that by put i tous vbealhd I they simply place us beyond
their power they can do nothing


