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Mission. One of the most prominent'any cavalierly that such thinge have

of the Bovk of Mormon prophets
Was Nephl, son of Lehl, the head
Of the eol¢my of people who left
Clusilem 60} years before Christ,
¢ame to this pontinent and establlabed
“Tlemselves upon this favored land.
ephii wapsn great man, having strong
Characteristics, one of which was the
Plainpess of hls speech. He made
many propheciee in relation to our
YUmes, knowing that the record would
Come forth in the latter days for the
encfit of all who should receive it.
© deploted the preeent situation of
the world in the following suceinct and
Unmistakuble language, as recorded on
bage 118;

“But, hehold, in the last daye, or in the
days of the Gentiles; yea, bebold all the
Dalions of (be Gentiler, and also the Jews

0th those who shall come upon this land,
‘I‘Dd thoze wbo shall be upon other,
ands; yea, even upen ali the lands of the
earth; behoid they will be drunkon with
t?‘qlﬂty. and uli manner of abomina-
R
And wben that day shall come, the

#hall be ‘visited of Lbe Lord of Hoats,
¥ith thunder, nnd with earthquake, and
“_'hh great noise, and with storm, and
with temprst, and with the flame of de-
Youring fire."”

No onc will deny the cotrectness of
ephi’a Jdeljnestion of the motal situa-
tion of the Inhngltanta of the world,
Without respect Lo nationality. Buch
4 deninl would be useless, because the
aily record of crime of the most hor-
L‘ble character, aud embraciog every
BOwWn phase of it, proves the faithful-
Dvsp of the anpulling picture. That
the most abominable oflenses against
i % laws of God and man nre increas-
Dg alarmingly is a fact that can be
®asily demonstrated by the process of
Comparigon, If the {nsane race for
Iw"ﬂ th, nleasure nnd power be thrown
D, it will be seen how clearly are the
Words of the prophet fulfilied—-*They
Willte drupken with iniquity and all
Mauner of abominations.?’
o he prophecy embodied in the quoia-
0D B maltum in parvo, being a strick-
DDR lilustration of condensation. A
number of elemental Jisturbancee are
u“med. They were to be, in our
In‘:‘ﬂﬁ,'mnslpicuoua for frequency and
o engity, It not there would bave been
ogﬂpucml point in wemiog them in
t buiection with the peculjar condi-
ﬂ?DS of the latter days. Thunder is
thiﬂt on Nephis lst of vieitations In
e 8 paiticular prophecy. Acovunts
lmednily from all parta of the earth
EV ng descriptione of thunderstorms
Dbrecedented im the reglons where
nl::’(y ovceur, The reverberatione are Jde-
-Whi‘l!d a8 deafening and terrotizing,
B 6. the nccompanying lightning je
& donly intensely vivid, but frequent-
e 'eatructwe of buman life and prop-
uill’ it being the means of petling
G dingsop fire, aud performing many
c%gntrlo operations.
. arthquakes neccompanied by great
reﬂeﬁ, ug if the enrth wers groaning,
in ln}ol‘ﬂ or less frequent and exceed-
rego) destructive, the Iatest being that
do lrded in the dispatches as having
Blloyed a town in Mexico.
ac‘ehﬁ freq@ency and destructive char-
of rl‘of tturme and tempeste is a makter
“itn:t[?aﬂ-‘ in tbe public jour.ale. The
. b ig puoh thai in some plages,
Deo 1;" they ure speclaily common, the
Ple are kept to eome extent in n
read. It ls nopeense to

‘alweys heen and are therefore but a
'contlnuation of what has ocourred in

the past, Where is there the informa-
tion that would justity an assertion to
the effect thal such atmospherlo die-
turbances have ever been as prevalent
asnow? Take out own joved country
as apn example. In some parte
nf{ jt, so often have tempests and
storme of great violeuce and destructive
force -appeatred — almost annihil-
ating towpoe and  villages—that
storm-cellars have become a part ot
residential architecture. . Thie pro-
vision of means of refuge in connvetion
with dwelling bouses has been almust
unknown until within the last few
years, In connection with tbis sub-
jeot it may not be amiss {0 mention a
fact of which we have been informed.
When the Elders of the Cbureh go out
into the world, a pert of tbheir proclam-
ation ia to warn the people of eoming
calamitiee. In some parts "of the
Bouthern Btates, where dlstricta have
been vlisited by terrorizing etotms,
oumbers of the pcople, not connected
with the Church, have sought out the
Elders eo they could be near them at
such timer, believing thatthey would
tbus be safe from Injury during the ele-
mental war, As an object lesson
in relation to the prevalence of storims
in the present perlod, we need only re-
fer no further back than to the tem-
pestuous condition of the oceans—not-
ably the Atlantic—during last winter.

The last of the visitations named-by
Nephi In the prophecy quoted in thise
art-cle §s that of *‘the fiame of devour-
ing fire.** It {8 only needful in this
branch of the subject to direct atten-
tion to the daily record, which is np-
palling. Numbers of towns and cities
are being practicaliy swept out of ex-
jatence B the devouring element in
the varlous countries of our globe. Aeg
stated rome time pince in the press
dispatches, the guestion was recently
raiced, In 8 mesting of lneurance peo-
ple held in Liverpool, whether it was
advianble for European companies to
operate ln the United Slates,wherefires
increased with guch phenomensl
rapidity during the last few years tha
the Ametican buginess had Lsen con-
Jucted at a loss,

There are many predictious of the
Propbets, especially those of Joseph
BSmith, whilch relate to the present
time that sre receiving a Jiteral verifi-
cantion in the present condition of the
world, but thie article has extended
alrendy to greater length than wes in-
tended. Coneequently, further treat-
ment of this subject must be detferred.
There ia enough to ghow to the Buinte,
at least, that the daye in which we
live ure momentous.

-_——

CONGRESS ADJOURNS.

THE first session of the Fifty-Becond
Cungress came to 8 close at 11 ¢o’clock
last evenlng. After n long fight sn
appropristion of $2,500,000 was made
o1 Lthe World’s Fair at Chicago, The
pepsion will not figure in history as'one
remsrkable for any large and lmport-
ant legislation. Perhaps the bill
which nttracted most attentlon wae
the Chinese Exclusion messure, the
full text of which awas publiehed in
these columne at the time of its passage.
The otber bllis of note passed Curing

the gession just closed ere the Inmen
Registry bill, the Blackhawk and
Beminole Wars Penelon bill,
Eight Hour bill, the Army Nurase
bill, the Intermediate Pension bill,
the blll to increase the pay of mer-

the °

bers of the life-eaving service, and the i
bill ensbling the President to enforce -

reciprocily canal arrengements with
Canadn.

The great toplce of the time were free
allver colnage, the tarift, and desaling
in options. Notblng has been done in
either, Measures relating to all three
were killed. Next to these in import-
ance were retrenchment in appropria-
tions and the World’s Fair bill, Aato
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retrenchment there doer not seem to .
bave beep any reforme sffected in that °

line. And as to the World’s Falr bill,
Congreee can hardly be cen-
Aured for its reluctance to

paes thst measure, When Chicago
wap pelected, adistinet and emphatio
assurance wag given by the people of
I!linojs that Congress would not he
asked for any ald beyond the funds
necessary for Federal exhibits.

The tota] number of bills and joint

rerolutions introduced in the Houee -

was pearly 10,000 and in the Benate
3604, The Houee passed 475 biils, 284
of which passed the Senate aud went
tothe President, The Senate parsed
691 bille, 113 of which passed the
House and went to the Preaident, who
vetotd two of them, namely the
MeGarrahan claim bill and the bill to
amend the Court of Appeals Act. The
President permitted three bille to be-
come law without hie signature.

Of the measurea passed by the
House 151 were private pension bills,
48 to remove charges of desertion, and
41 privats bille of a miscellaneous
character, Only about 220 mesasuree
of a really public nature were pasfed,
and s number of these related to the~
District of Ceplumbia, go that out of
the 10,000 billa and jeint resclutions
introuuced in the House only abomt
200 mensutes relaling to the Natlon rt
Iarge were passcd,

———

MARS, AT HIS NEAREST POINT TO
THE EARTH TODAY.

E. M. CoNvERSE, in the Boston
Herald, bas the foliowing in relation

to Mars, now the prevailing topio hoth
for aptroncmets anii Newepapers:

“Mars Ip morning star until Aug. 4,
and then evening star. He stands fore-
most on the Aungust lis:; for his grand
opposition with the aun occurs on the 4th
at lh. 2lm. A. M. The roddy planet

then rises In~ tho southéast just as
the sun eets in tbe nortbweat. He
looks down from the meridian at

midnight, and continues to be vislble un-
til bis light is quenched in tbe glow of
the approaching sno. NotbiDg more can
be salg to draw atten:ion to the favorable
conditions for observing our celestial
neigbbor when circumstances bring him
comparatively ncar to the terreatrial do-
main, or to the importance of making the
most of 1he opportunit
examination of his surface.

'"Qouthern astronomers seo bim to bet-
ter advantago, but norihern astronomers
bave larger telescopes, Time will deter-
mine where the greater bonoms will be
won. Every one will earneatly wisb that
the sky may be free {rom clonds and the
atinospbere olear nnd pure wheu Mars,
marve]l)ous in size and brilliant in color,
bends low In the heavens and invites a

i

u

Y

3

for 1be closest _

q

=



