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mission one of the most prominent
of the bookboob of mormon prophetsprophet
was nephi soneon of lehi the head
of01 the bohny of people who left
jerusalemjerusalemerusalem years before christ
cameme to this continent and established
themselves upon this favored laudland
echi was a great man having strong
characteristics one of which was the
plainness of hisbig speech he made
aay prophecies in relation to our
minesahnes knowing that the record would
come forth in the litterjatter daysdaya for the
benefitenofia of all who should receive itheie depicted the present situation of
the world in the following succinct and
unmistakable language asan recorded on
page

but behold in the last daysdaya or in the
daysday of the gentiles yea behold all the
nations of the gentilesgentiles and alsoalao the jews
bothoth those who shall come upon this land
and those who shall be upon other
lands yea even upon all the lands of the
earth behold they will be drunken with
iniquityequityquity and all manner of abomina-
tions

and when that day shall come they
tan be visited of the lord of floatshosts

with thunder and with earthquake and
withh great noise and with storm and
withath tempest and with the flame of de-
vouring fire

no 01oneae will deny the correctness of
ephisphoil1 delineation of the moral situatiouon off the inhabitants of the world

withwithoutout respect to nationality sucha denial would be useless because the
daily record otof crime of the most hor

ble character and embracing every
known phase of it proves the faithful-
ness of the appalling picture that
he most abitiaabominableanable offensesoffe uses againstthehe lawswo of god and man are increase

1119ng alarmingalarminglygly is a fact that can be
easilyily demonstrated by the process of
comparison if the insane race for
wealthealta pleasure and power be thrown
ID it will be seen nowbow clearly are the
wordsorda of the prophet ffulfilledu I1 ailed they
will tebe drunken with iniquity and all
wenner of abominations

thefhe prophecy embodied in the quotequota
ciollon is bullum in being a strick
lagu illustration otof condensation A
umbernumber of elemental disturbances are

namedmed they were to be in ourtime
s conspicuous00no for frequency and

lubensintensityity itW not there would havebeen
ric00 fliPspecialectal point in naming them in
connection with the peculiar condltonaansofof the latter days thunder toIsfirst on nephis list of visitations inthis particular prophecy accountsconaeae daily from all partsparta of the earth
bivinggiving descriptions of thunderstorms
unprecedented in the regions wheretileyey occur the reverberations aarere depicked as deafeninging and terrorizingwhilee the accompanying lightning islotkotonlyonly intensely vivid but frequent
Yy destructive of human life and proparky

bah n it beingng the means of settingbuildingsabon gBon fire and performing many
centric operations
Q

ajearthquakesarthquakes accompanied by great
riolsaises as if the earth were groaningare
I1 moreor or lesslees frequent and exceed
1 destructive the latest being that
recordeddyedd in the dispatches as havingdestroyedea troyed a town in mexico

the dumcy and destructive chatcharactor
at of storms and tempests is a matter

remark in the public joujournals the
niain suchbuch that in some placesplacewhere

IK they are specially common the
ennst are1 keptP to some extent in a

nai tion efcf dread it tois nonsense to

sayay cavalierly that such things have
always been and are therefore but a
continuation of what has occurred in
the past where Isie there the informa-
tion that would justify an assertion to
the effect that such atmospheric dis-
turbancesturbances have ever been as prevalent
as now take our own loved country
as an example in some parts
of it so ottenoften have tempeststempest8 and
storms of great vioviolenceleuce and deodestructive
force appeared almost annihil-
ating towns and villages that
storm collarscellars have become a part otof
residential architecture this pro-
vision of means of refuge in connection
with dwelling housesbouses has been almost
unknown until within the last few
years in connection with this sub-
ject it may not be amiss to mention a
fact of which we have been informed
when the elders of the church go out
into the world a part of their proclam-
ation Isin to warn the people of coming
calamities in some parts of the
southern states where districts have
been visited by terrorizing storms
numbers of the people not connected
with the church have sought out the
elders so they could be near them at
such times believing that they would
thus be safe from injury during the ele-
mental war Asan an object lessonlemon
in relation to the prevalence of storms
in the present period we need only re-
fer no further back than to the terntem

condition of the oceans not-
ably the atlantic during last winter

the last of the visitations na medby
in the prophecy quoted in this

art cle is that of the flame of devour-
ing fire 12 it is only needful in this
branch of the subject to direct atten-
tion to the daily record which is ap-
palling numbers of towns and cities
are betbeing practically swept out of ex-
istence fly the devouring element in
the varvariouslous countries of our globe As
stated some time since in the press
dispatches the question was recently
raised in a meeting of insurance peo-
ple held in liverpool whether it was
advisable for european companies to
operate in theUnited States where fires
increased with such phenomenal
rapidity during the last few years that
the american business hadbad been con-
ducted at a losslose

there are many predictions of the
prophet especially those of joseph
smith which relate to thetahe presente n
time that are receiving a literal Prverifi-
cation
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in the present condition of the
world but this article hasbim extended
already to greater length than was in-
tended consequently further treat-
ment of this subject must be deterreddeferred
theretothere is enough to show to the baiataSaintlill
at least that the days in which we
live are momentous

CONGRESS ADJOURNS

THE first session of the fifty second
congress came to a close at 11

last evening after a looglong fight an
appropriation of was made
for the worlds pairfair at chicago the
session will not figure in history abone
remarkable for any large and import-
ant legislation perhaps the bill
which attracted mostmoist attention was
the chinese exclusion measure the
rullfull text of which was published in
these columns at the time of its passage
the other bills of note passed during

the session just closed are the inman
registry bill the blackhawk and
seminole warsware pension bill the
eight hour bill the army nurse
bill the intermediate pension hillbill
the bill to increaseinore aee the pay of mem-
bers of the lifesavinglife saving service and the
bill enabling the president to enforce
reciprocity canal arrangements with
canada

the great topics of the time were free
silver coinage the tariff and dealing
in options nothing has been done in
either measures relating to all three
were killed next to these in import-
ance were retrenchment in appropria-
tions and the worlds fair bill As to
retrenchment there does not seem to

I1 have been any reforms effected in that
line and asan to the worlds fair bill
congress can hardly be cen-
sured for its reluctance to
passpaea that measure when chicago
was selected a distinct and emphatic
assurance was given by the people otof
illinois that congress would not be
asked for any aid beyond the funds
necessary for federal exhibits

the total number of bills
resolutions introduced in the house
was nearly and in the senate

the house pawedpassed bills
of which pawedpassed the senate aud went
to the president the senate passedparsed

bille of which passed the
house and went to the president who
vetold two of them namely the
mcgarrahan claim bill and the bill to
amend the court of appeals act the
president permitted three bills to be-
come law without his signature

of the measures pawedpassed by the
house were private pension billa
48 to remove charges of desertion and
41 private bills of a miscellaneous
character only about measuresmeasure
of a really public nature were pasted
and a number of these related to the
district of columbia so that out of
the bills and joint resolutions
introduced in the house only about

measures relating to the nation at
large were passed

MARS AT HIS NEAREST POINT TO
THE EARTH TODAY

E M CONVERSE in the boston
retheralald hasbag the following in relation
to marsmare now the prevailing topic both
for astronomers aniland newspapers

mars is morning star until aug 4
and then evening star he stands fore-
most on the august list for his grand
opposition with the sun occurs on the ath
at lhih A M the ruddy planet
then rises in the southeastsouthiast just as
theibe sun sets in the northwest he
looks down from the meridian at
midnight and continues to be visible un-
til his light is quenched in the slowglow of
the approaching sun nothing more can
be said to draw attention to the favorable
conditions for observing our celestial
neighbor when circumstances bring him
comparatively near to the terrestrial do-
mainI1 or to the importance of making the
most of the opportunity for the closest
examination of his surface

southern astronomers see him to bet-
ter advantage but northern astronomers
have larger telescopes time will deter-
mine where the greater honess will be
won every one will earnestly wish that
the sky may be free from clouds and the
atmosphere clear and pure when marpmarc
marvelous in size and brilliant in color
bends low in the heavens and invitesinvite a


