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defects and a bad example is there
jorefore set for the children

do not for one moment suppose that
I1 propose to produce a certain set
quality the same pitch in each child that
airalb voices might be alike this is far
from the purpose of any true teacher otof
reading even itil they suppose it could
be accomplished true development
means the unfolding of the individual-
ityft in the childs voice as in other th
faults are taken by some to be the
marks of the individual but they are
fiofiatt it is to correct faults arising from
the neglect of the study of voice pro-
duction that is to be urged that the
individuality unfettered may more per-
fectly be educated

with voice building correct pronun-
ciationcciaia tion exercises torfor articulation and
theaie meaning otol new words should be
taught it is one of the great missions
afnsf reading that that the english lan-
guage is spoken the same everywhere
to see that dialects provincialisms and
iric orect pronunciations are abolished
it cannot be urged too strongly that
titeachersathers correct first of all the vocal
soundsads when there is good author-
ity do not change the accent from that
which is already in use do not urge
program to be pronounced
rum detail detail neitherneither byther
either eyther when the vowel sounds
which all authority agrees upon are in-
correctly given for example correct
the use of short a for italian ftA in such
wardsards as aunt calf halthall laugh and
others the use of long oo00 for il in june
Ttuesdayedday lurid dew knew etc short a
iw intermediate a as in ask dance
grassfass glarelare etc coalescent e misplaced
by coalescecoatcoalescentesce t u in bird girl mercy verse
prefer etc short 56 given like broad
idas in coffee office dog and others to

these vowel sounds is difficult
after they have once become habit but
are easily corrcorn acted in the child in
Otespresentingenting this matter to a number of
teachers once I1 was informed that a
leading

1

educator adadvisedvied that these
vowel sounds be not corrected as the
6childrenildren would be laughed at in the

me circle such advice made little
irence lorfor it is opposed to ail progress

fui every step in advance will be met
with laughter fromrom some but it is the
cipitione who takes the step that makes the
progress gaileh confucius colum
trusbus luther newton were these all
ra laughed at

alterafter the vowel sounds have been
given

J the needed attention the conso-
nants should be thoroughly drilled and
last the misplacing olof emphasis

lourjour third root the development of
expression in the body must also be
cared lorfor if our children were allowed
to use their bodies and urged to do so
as when at homehom or on the play ground
our school system would not be critic
iced as killing the emotional nature
Gsgestureture is a part of reading and cacannotint
be separated iromfrom it without losing one
of the roots iromfrom which litelile is sustained
there is a great prejudice against ges-
ture because it is believed to be un-
natural there is also an erroneous
idea current that gesture is something
to be tacked on lorfor we hear such ex
pres as 1 I1 cant put the gesture
in and such gestures usually seem put
ipin gesture should be the spontaneous
outgrowthoutgrow ih of the thought at first
children should be allowed to use as
muchch gesture as they wish and whenmvchev have developed the mind until it

wl

controlscon trolls the emotions the gesture will
be less frequent and mean muremore

there are two reasons why so little
oral reading is done at home
one lies in the fact i hat our lack of
education in this branch makes it little
pleasure to our friends or ourselves
the second reason being that good sight
reading requires much practice you
mamayy say that tbthisis practice might have
been obtained in part at least in 1 he
school room and therefore this failure
lies also at the school door there is
no one thing that can be more prodoc
tivelive of development in the home circle
than reading aloud MUCH thought is
aroused and many ideas brought to
light which would not otherwise have
been obtained the controversy and
discussion of points are also productive
otof good home oral reading can be
practiced bybv all and should be brought
forth from theahe obscure place it has oc-
cupied instead of selfishly sitting
down to your book allow
those around you to enjoy it also
there are few indeed who are skilled
sight readers in jact 1I remember only
one who had made an art of it this
was mr moon a former elocution
teacher but now a noted lawyer in
philadelphia A newspaper in his hands
became fascinating this proficiency
he told me was gained by a hard sum
mers labor of twelve hours each day
reading aloud Macau lays essays per
haps the most difficult english to read
aloud

A literary taste can often be aroused
in those to whom it seems dormant by
reading to them an incident was told
me by a friend which illustrates this
point in this friends family was a
member who could not be interested in
any liter arture and mr harrah de-
terminedter mined to develops the taste he
therefore read stories to her and would
leave them at the most interesting point
hoping that she would pick them up
durmduring9 the day some time elapsed
before this much was accomplished
but as soon as she could be induced to
read the taste for literature pro
grossedgressed

the great charm in mr reading
was that he read as he talked catching
the entire line in a glance and looking
kofl the text the greater part of the timelime
this reading by many would be con

out ofof place too dramatic
would be said it is often stated that he
or she is a good plain reader what idea
is conveyed ktykyy a plain reader simply
that thewords are articulated in the older
the author placed them without any
thought as to the ideas to be advanced
to make myself more plain if we were
relating an incident to a few friends we
would by tone and gesture reproduce
the scene stople and our deductions
this would be nothing out of the way
or unnatural the author desires to
convey as vividly and forcibly his
thoughts as we do ours so why
read them otherwise why make one
rule for yourself and another torfor others

if more of this reading were done at
home and a more thorough knowledge
given in school there would be found a
a greater appreciation of good reading
fuss fury and artificiality generally im-
press pepeopleople more than nature in a
reader it has been truly said that
where there is one good judge of read-
ing there are many good judges of music
and where there is one goudgood reader there
are many good musicians because there

is such a general misunderstanding of the
art of reading and many teachers otof it
who misunderstand it also I1 am sosorry
to say intellectual people accept eloelock
tion and reading with a sneer

but the most precept ible sneer cornea
from the dramatic profession cottheI1

average actor rails at elocution anand
reading elocutionists according tto0 thet
new york mirror the actor calls fifossilsI1iss i

fools or frauds and himself he calcalls
an artist an artist alfredalfreayres exclaims heaven help met

well his art is the iakirifakirs art not the
actors art so long as actors of theth
present say for service deef forfoi
deaf private for private figor for figuredfigure
misplace emphasis in the most out

manner we certainly muamustt 1

agree with the above that the rudiments
of the art are not mastered these maimis-
takes shocking as they may seem arekare
not myths but actual realities takestaken
from the critics paper these blundersblundertare made by the highest as weiwe 1 as th
lowest to be sure actors are now bwcoming more careful that these erroerrors
have been bublis ed and the dicdictionsdictiontionaan
is consulted sometimes reading is chri
foundation upon which the actor shoutshould
build his artistic superstructure be
cause this foundation isis neglected anand
because of the lack time spent npreparation for the production of playspla
at present the classic drama is said non
to pay and we are flooded with the sease
nationalsat ional drama of the day managerednag
tell us that the people want the class
plays they present nothing is furth
from the truth but no doubt people d
prefer the wildcatwild cat drama done well th

poorly rendrenderedtred for tl
same reason that people prefer a cali
well made to a botched silk

our great actors and actresses hahavi
made their success in the classics aan
the drama could be made as much 010
success if the time study and pepen
verance were expended today it w
the reading which made cushmanCub hman Ffcrest booth and jellersonJeflerson at presetarese
great in all else they have had manimaim
equals they left nothing to chanchancaevery linelineeeveryverv thought were thorough
ly mastered but naturally when on
two or three weeks at the outside L

given to the production of a play aridand ft
would require that many mon hs assida l
ous study to at least read well any of theshakespeareanShakes perean dramas the classics are
not made a success in the rush andanal
hurry of these times managers have not
the time to proproduceduce great actors and ac-
tresses
to illustrate how much time is sp

in france and germany upon su
things lecoure relates how one ddr
maticmalic word was rehearsed eightyeight ys
times the great adlle mars beibein
among the number of players behrel
they werevere sufficiently schooled to asag
pear inin public rachel attached alp
much importance to reading as t
most pedantic elocutionist that bb

lived one day with lecoureLegoure racra
sat three hours devoting hersellherself to 0
passage

lecoure says in one scene tlbe
was a remarkable passages
it contains not more than thirty linet11inr
but to those thirty lines rachel and
devoted nutnot less than three hours docl
sudy never belorebefore had the duwerpol4 r
concentrated attention the finenesss
keen appreciation and the modestt b
overwhelming sincerity otof this truly ad
mirable artist so astounded me so en


