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IS THE EDMUNDS LAW A
eailyailFAILUREtirelire

it may not be just to hold the
present administration responsible
for the failure to properly adjust the
mormon problem but as in a certain
benseeegao success or failure must be
placed somewhere credit given
when success is achieved and
blame laid when failure results it

I1isa difficult to seosee how the present
administration will escape the cen-
sure which public opinion will visit
upon it for the now very evident
failure cf senator edmunds pet
scheme when that scheme was
devidevisedsedzed in utter disregard for con-
stitutional restraints or authority
thathe able and astute senator from
vermont promised the country
that the mormon fabric would talltail
to pieces and the civilization of the
age assert itself with great rapidity
benatorsenator edmunds and hishla puritan
brethren in congress were very
sanguine of the successenema of the meas-
ure and they congratulated them-
selves and the country that they
had found a panacea for the ills with
which the body politic waswab afflicted
by reason of the mormon malady
butrut the deeply laid scheme has fail-
ed to produce that healthy reaction
which the senator promised indeed
it seems to have aggravated the
disease the learned and valuable
researches made by the senator in
the fields of humanbuman endeavor have
signally failed to show such gratify-
ing results as the country hadbad ex-
pected from so great a sacrifice of
constitutional authority instead
of worrying the mormonscormons and forc-
ing themthena to abandon the twin rel-
ic of barbarism with all thatthag it im-
plies the followers of the sainted
prophet continue to act as a unit in
defensedefensootcofof the peculiar tenets and
the polygamous wives adhere close-
ly to the fortunes of their much
married husbands and this too in
the face of the fact that thothe prohib-
itory legislation devised and set on
foot was intended to dissipate and
utterly scatter such pernicious prac-
tices and doctrines not a month
ago an election was heldhoid in utah
and as the franchise there includes
the women tho mormonscormons won a
alidal and decisive victory no ex-
cuses or explanations will breall the
forces of thiathis fact there Is no
dearth of explanation as to how this
was accomplished but no explana-
tions will relieve the projectors of
this much vaunted system of the
acknowledged fact that it16 has been
a failure and that the mormon
power is as much of a power asaa it
everoven watawag and under present appear-
ances likely to remain soBO to say
that the mormonscormons voted aaaltheythey
were directed by the church laIs an
excuse more dangerous than the
frank admission of the fact without
explanation this would indicate
that the church is of
wonderful power both over the noteacts
as well as the consciences of its fol-
lowers and may serve to show to
senator edmunds how futile was
the idea that congress could abolish
the church and its teachings by the
passage of an actnot

without asaumiassumingng to question
either the wisdom or judgment of
senator edmunds and his

brethren in congress it does
seem as if there had been a total
lack of common sense in dealing
with tho mormon problem the
senate should know and poastpossiblybly
does know that sects thrive by per-
secutionse and this case evidently has
no exception pornapaperhaps after alail itif
left to itself the problem will work
out its own solution and it may be
best to let timeworktime work out this much
needed rereformforin it Isia plain that con-
gressional enactment will not hurry
the matter it is doubtdoubtfultaltai whethertheritit
willwillunotot retard or delay the ad
avancing civilization must force it to
close quarters and the march of
better methods and nobleraspiration
must in time antagonize and destroy
it if the course of empire west-
ward does not engulf this piplagueague
spot of moral wickedness there Is

no use trying to root it out by bene-
volent methods or even by public
legislation it will give way to the
resistless progress of commerce and
immigration for soon its field of ac-
tivity will be overrun and trampled
upon and as its converts are not
gained from americans it will be
outvoted and outmatched and its
doom be sealed this seems to be
the only remedy left for
meansmeanscancan be employed andthiland thisthib
seems the easy and natural way of
dealing with it

the foregoing dispassionate ar-
ticle on a question which usually
arouses soGO much passion that most
editors lose their common sensebense in
dilating upon it adversely appears
in the american Bebelistergister a very
able weekly journal published at
washington bD oiacinolnoin which the
principles of democratic government
are discussed with uncommon force
and clearness there are sosomebomememismismib
takes in the article which might be
reasonably expected because there
Is no subject about which journalists
baysay soeo much while understanding
so little as thiathis samebame mormon
question

the failure of the edmunds law
seems to be generally admitted it
Is alleged by democrats and con-
fessed by republicans and yet
the common opinion on the results of
that peculiar piece of special legisla-
tion is entirely wrong unless the
object had in view in its enactment
was something greater and different
from that specified in its provisions

weve would like somobome of the
papers which are croaking over the
failure of the edmunds lawjaw to de-
fine what it was expected to accorn
ash in less than eighteen months
afteraftenafterten its passage the principal end
in view if we mayfhay judge from the
language of0 the law was the dis

and exclusion from
office of pensperLpersonswons in utah living in
the practice of polygamy
it was for this that the election

and registration offices of this terri-
tory were vacated itwas for
that five commissioners were pro-
vided for to appoint proper per-
sons to fill the vacated offices it
was for this that soBO much care was
exercised in arrangements for the
election of members otof the utah
legislature it was dorthisfor this that the
commissioners went beyond the
powers apecispecifiednnedfled in the law and as-
sumed authority which if it was
contemplated was certainly not ex-
pressed it waswaa fortor thisthia that they
formulated a test oath which no
person could take who had ever been
in the practice of plurality of wives

it was for thibathisthia that they excluded
all citizens from the polls who co-
habited with more than one woman
clinin the marriage relation while
they admitted persons who cohabit-
ed with any number of women and
women who cohabited with any
number of men provided it was done
out of the marriage relation

this object has been accomplish-
ed how then can the bill be re-
garded as a failure the complaint
seems to be that cormonsmormonsMormons voted
in such numbers at the recent elec-
tion as to carry all before them
wellweil did the edmands lawJAW propose
to prevent non polygamous moralmor
mons from voting certainly not
it provided to the contrary it was
intended to protect all cormonsmormonsMormons
in the exercise of the elective fran-
chise who hadbad not entered into the
practice of polygamy here is the
language of the law

1 provided that said board of
five persons shall not exclude any
person otherwise eligible to vote
from the polls on account of any
opinion such person may entertain
on the subject of bigamy or poly
ga mynor ahallshall they refuse to count
any such votevoto on account of the
lopinopinionloaioa of the person casting it on
the subject of bigamy or poly-
gamy

1 the object Is plainly indicated
that Isia to cast a stigma on practi-
cal and encouragemormon monogamists thothe actyasvaswas not designed to disfranchise peo-
ple or disqualify them forsorfo r holding
office on account of belief who buta blind bigot or a rash and radicalrevolutionist would desire that anysuch measure should prevail as
would destroy in any part of histhishia
republic the sacred right of freeopinion the MorMormonmonssP then whodid not actually practice polygamymy
were as free to vote as thenonthononthe non
cMorMomonsimons they were allowed to
exercise equal political privilegeswith libertines and prostitutes

butrat this seems to have been toolenient to suitsult some of the pious so-
ledcalledca christians of this land ofliberty because any of the morimor

monsmono were permitted to vote in re-
gard to the local officers for the
transaction of their affairs and the
people of this territory were not
handed and baggage into the
political control of a minority not
equaling one fifth of the voting pop-
ulationulation many persons and among
them somebome of the journalistic

ofpublic opinion affect to be
scandalized and they loudly proclaim
the edmunds law a failure they
are very inconsistent and they have
fallen into a very grave error even
the close reasoning american regnev
ister speaks of the result of the elec-
tion as serving aitoahtoto show to senator
edmunds how futile was the idea
that congress could abolish the
church and its teachings by the pas
sage of an act

now there Is no indication in the
edmunds jaw that such an object
was held in view what has con
grebbgreas to do with abolishing a church
or interfering with its teachings
senator edmunds much as he
strained the constitution and re
sorted to measures that cannot be
fairly defended in the of that
sacred instrument knewnew better than
to attempt such a pa palpableleable
ability the only rereferencef erenee in his en-
actment to the momormonrmon church
is in section seven which legiti-
mates up to january 1 1883 the is-
sue of or polygamous mar-
riagesr ages solemnized according to the
mormonormon sect

but this appears to be the con-
summation devoutly to be wished11
which the edmunds law did not
bring about and the failure to ac-
complishcom which is the cause of the
great complaints against it the
register laIs soBO far nightright congress
cannot destroy nor nuoimuoi
ishfah its teachings by lawjaw bluso
who have looked for such an
effect from the edmunds act
have naturally been diedihappointeddisappointed
ltit did not aim at such an end that
which it chiefly provided for has
been effected indeed a great deal
more has been done than it provided
for the commissioners have not
only done everything which thelahthe law
authorizedan thoria td them tolo do but much
more in their zeal and determina-
tion to perform their part of the
work cuscas out they not only ar-
ranged matters andund eLLeleenactedacted julesjuies
anttand regulations for the
mentalent of actual ts buebut car-
ried the business to the extent of
shutting out from the polls and
from holding office men and women
who areate not now practical
mists and some who never entered
into plural family relations the
passage of any lawjaw of congress
against it thus stretching the pro-
visions otof the edmunds law far be
yond their legitimate limit and
making them unjust retroactiveretro active
ezex postport paciofacto and therefore uncon-
stitutional

to find fault with the law as a
failure is therefore unreasonable and
chilchiichildishdiah and to rail against
the commissioners for not ac-
complishingcomplishing more is mulish and
absurd the difficulty isie there
laIs not an editor in ten who is Vgrum-
bling

rum
about the edmunds act that

really understands its provisions
and there is not one in a hundred
who comprehends the real situation
lain utah the register saysbays con
cerling the churchchure11 tthat11 at its cocon-
verts

n
are not gained from ameri-

cans
ameri-

cana which is a great mistake and
it talks about utah as the plague
spot of moral wickednesswickednebbnesb when it
Is infinitely superior in morality and
all the virtues that tend to make up
good society ttoito any other part of
this nation that boasts so much of
its christian enlightenment butbui
ininthethe main the keregisterglater is nightright
and if those agencies which in their
very nature have the greatest power
over errahle notions and practices
cannot march over or uproot mor-
monism then it is because the
system called by that name is differ-
ent to what is generally supposed
and is superior to its moral antano
nieta lain any craeczae special legislation
Is the wrong remedy to apply to the
alleged diseasedibease and force will utterly
fallfail in effecting the destruction of
that which lies in the convictions of
the soul and which cannot be reached
by any of thetho methods of violence

PARTY IN HONOR OF BELLE
HARRIS

nastLAST evening a number of friends
met at the residence efam musser
esq in the first ward to manifest
their regard and esteem for sisterslater
belle harris after her release from
imprisonment in the penitentiary
and previous to her departure for
thetho south on her way home A

large number of ladies and several
gentlemen were presentpresenandgand express
ed their congratulations to the hon-
ored bubat and their admiration of
the quiet firmness she has displayed
in support of principle the six-
teenth ward brass band led by
captcap emery came upon the scene
in uengen Clawsons fine band wagon
the juiiaajulia dean and treated the
lady to a ninefine eerenadeserenade they sub-
sequently entered the groundlandgroundgrounds sandand
performed some selections by torch-
light in excellent style and felt
well rewarded for their musiomusic and
trouble by a hearty handshake from
belle harris an ample repast was
spread of which all present partook
and kindly wishes were expressed
for the future prosperity of the re-
leased prisoner and her baby bollsboilsboneon
who shared her confinement

the following lines were recited
by the author

BELLE HARRIS BABY

just let me metake thetho habylaby
A moment in my armb
thetho uttie oneono around whose usailse
hathbath swept such ruderudo alarms
but oft not esenesaueen the canyonsnyonaca storms
the stemstern doth break
so god did temper astormslorms that rose
for elbefa own lambs dear sake

just venturing from realms a abovebove
hohe met this stemitem decree
what had thetho baby done dear friends
A prisoner to be
SNbo meilko a illy lain thtb shade
amongam ts thosethase namednaena aa vuevile
heha changed thathe valsonpresona wicked gloom
with hishia sweet baby smile

did troubled dreams steal oerder his sleep
whilowhile faces dark werawere nigh
no on his lovely mothers breast
and angels watching by
he calmly rested while the days
god measured out went on
so light thetha yoke ofheaven premedprefreeBeS

he itnot when konskone

thou fairest little prisoner

that deseret hath known
A peoples faith audand iovelove were thinethice
they claim thee partuart their own
lavelive on and bless her noble heart
who dared to stand alone
and rise from prison steps to those
oraof a celestial throne

AUGUSTA JOYCE gomMOM
mtat lakolake city sep 2 aw
therathere wmwas a general desire among

the company that something more
substantial and of greater magnitude
than anything yet done for belle
harris should be obtainedobtainedasas it
must be evident to all who have
studied her case that she has stood
up nobly for thehe rightarightsto of her bocbex
and has never shrunk from the
trials of her positionsposition even when
threatened with a lifeilfelifelonglongiong impris-
onment she left the city to-
day with her father and her
child at pm per utah cen-
tral train for milford where a team
Is waiting to convey them to their
home in heviersevien county the party
was a very pleasant affair and bro
musser and his amiable family were
constant and watchful in their care
torfor the comfort and enjoyment of
the visitors

THAT DESPERADO

31more0RE DETAILS 0OPF THE dolkasdoikas OF

jonnjohm SMITH

we havnhava given some accounts of
thetho darlngdarins exploits of a desperado in
cache county and as he has ere
atod a good deal of interest we give
more elaborate details from the
utah journalburnal7 of yesterday

on sunday morning at about
three as a long freight train
wagwas slowly ascending a grade just
south of richmondRichmondj it was boarded
by a9 single individualsindividual who enterentereded
the caboose with a revolver in eeachach
hand mighteight men were in thethe car
somebome of them asleep the stranger
commanded all the men in the car
to sitbit close together on one albideda of it
he was meekly obeyed he then
pressed the muzzle of one of hishiaIs 18re-
volvers against the side of ttheha first
man he came to placed the other
pistol in his pocket and ordered his
victim to disgorge hishla watch and
money again he was meekly obobey-
ed

by
he then ordered his victim to

the other end of the car the vic-
tim did so this waswaa deliberately
repeated eight times when the
robber had finished his eighth vlavie
tim he backed to the door ofthe car
with both revolvers presented
pedm out on the platform and as heleleapedaped to the ground he gave 1a yell
and fired a shot he had bagged
three watches and about 60 in cash

furtherfurtner arsABS

of the affair are furnishedfamished by our

valued correspondent reverbbevera inhinning from richmond sieptsept athhishla nerve was vary steady whenhe first entered the car butbai he became unnerved before hohe 0through and left some otof the nw
goigot

not moromore than half searched
dirtydarty

ONE PASSENGER

a gentleman from brigham el dotdoiootonn by losing his jack knife behia
to

somebome money in the other pocket
to the query if that was all he hiliihebe replied yesyesyea and hibhia IQinter
viewer mooktooktooktooh his word for ILit titthogentleman waswaa bound for ludmlumm
but waswag too badly frightened hstop so he wentwont on to battle erakcrakon sunday morning elumees i

crookstonCroo ketonkaton called upon our eltyeity byand started bomebomb nenmenrheine datdut

searching for the robber
covered evidenceevid enosenca of his faygahaving kiakiu
near in the shape of an
book which hebe had
contents and throw on nin
in the evening a party of nehu i

made arrangements to
WATCH forFOS tiletiie THI J

and at about eight pginX

rum and frank bair were oln
wards the railroad when thayn
some one walking along the i11

having evidently been up in krthoythey called to him gobtopto s top he
plied not muchmucha when mrift SJ
bair fired the robber
shot and frank eairbair tried hlahis h
making three shots that
but none took effect and the ursbrab

made hiahis escape in the daricia
hohe ranMU into the bruahblush on ofcityoltyty ca
near the railroad track the li

men then
SHOUTED dordob assistance

and luiu a short time a largeiggi crowdcrovi
had gathered they placed guardsat different points aidaldanitadhaihsi theracethe pace
wellwelitwotwe guarded until aboutalwa oteohe
when they or the mostmosi ol01 themhwn
left and came up home hayling woteea
nothing of their man knotheanother
search was begun earlyeuly monday
morning and tracks were menleen amcoi
sing a piece of farm land near tto
railroad following the tracks friisi
shutt a silver watch tt

UN undsaul the tracks were
owed across thothe raffrailroadroad ml

through motumoru farafarmaraarm fandjand until thitieiwent into the abi be ring t-oward cub biverriver chetewhere alallali two d
him was lost n 4

CAPTURE 5

yesterday at abouaboaboseMISU linkro iastranger called at a farnam
high creekcreear a mile and
of richmond and asked fottot tocktorl
the man of the bouse was mykvit
but the lady placed food onoc a melemelt

and the stranger his ilieippe

titetito the lady had her suspicia
and as soon as the stranger left biteie

told a man who lived near that bitgit
believed that her guest was the biah

robber whotho man proceeded to

richmond and notified maramargit
john richardsonchardsonBI who accompani
by hyrum bair and several otha
men proceeded to hagh creet retitlady pointed inhl the direction taken

by the stranger and the ame IAthi

owed until they came to souisout
brush convinced that theirtheet ax
was concealed inia the brusatobrush to

proceeded with great caution
search and at lengtht cameto
him lying flat on hhiahisI1a stomach niit
concealed toin the brushbruah and appbitantly asleep members of the pspa
coveredcoveted him wita their firearm 1

fore he knew they were near anisniahikabikN

waswag easily scented
sheriff crookstonCrooks in reresponse tiltrl

dispatch went to richBichrichmondmond vuevie
he met the prisoner and his capto
in company with several 60
who had aided in the
capture among whom waswabe
loveland sheriff Croorocrooksy
totolgtoliloganogan with the 9
maintained that his namenamo
smith and he talks freelynfreelyfreelylVa A

train robbery and of others old0 M

exploits of a similar character eli

was kepthept in the city jailailall atraill
runguardedrua crded last night and will hilbhillha
hearingearingYh before justice comma
todayto day

our western people are liable t0

be laid low by malarial feverfaver vwwiit
breaking up newnow landslauds the folbfow

in the east are also complainingcomp lainis ofca

fevers chills and agues arisingarisingfronifrodi00
decaying vegetable matter aadand idiidl

perfect drainage for either luiimi
or west the bestbut remedy lais ayi
ague curecore
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