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15 THRE EDMUNDS LAW A

no use trying to root it out by Lhene-
volenf methods, or even by public
legintation. It will give way to the
resistiess progress of commerce and
immigration, for soon ite fleld of Ac-
tivity will be overrun and trampled
npon, and as its converts are not
gained from Americans, it will be
outvoted, and outmatched and its
doom be sealed. This seema to be
the only remedy left, for mo harsh
means can be employed, and this
seems the essy ans natural way of
dealing with i&.

The foregoing dispacsionate nr-
ticle on & question which oeoally
arouses so much passion that most

editors lose their common sense in
dilating upon it adversely, appears

FAILURE?

It may not be just to hold the
present administration reasponsible
for the fallure to properly adjust the
Mormon problem,but as in a certain
pende enccess or faflure must be
placed somewhere, eredit given
when soccess 18 achieved, and
blame laid when fallore results, it
is difficolt tosee how the present
administration will escape the cen-
aure which public opinion will visit
upon it, for the now wery evident
failore c¢f Benator Edmunds’ pet
scheme. When that scheme was
devieed, in utter disregard for con-
stitutional restraints or authority,
the able sand astote SBenator from
Vermont promised the country
that the Mormon fabric would fal}
to pleces and the clvilization of the
age nesert ltsell with grest rapldity.
Benator Edmunds and his Paritan
brethren in Congress were very
sanguioe of thesuccess of the meas-
ure, and they congratulated them-
relves and the country, that they
had found a panacea for the illa with
which the body politic was afllicted
by reason of the Mormon malady,
But the deeply Isid scheme has fail-
ed to produce that healthy reaction
which the Benator promised;indeed
it eeems to have aggravated the
dizense, The leamed and valuable
researches made by the Benatorin
the fields of bumszn endeavor, have
siznally failed to show such gratify-
ing results a5 the country hkad ex-
pected from so great a sacrifice of
constitutiona! sauthority. Instead
of worrying the Mormons snd fore-
ing them to abandon the *twin rel-
ic of barbarism® with all that it im-
plles, the followers of the sainted
propiet continne to act as a unit in
defense of the peculiar tenets, aud
the polygamous wives adhere close-
iy to the fortunes of thelr much
married husbands. And this too in
the face of the faot that the prohib-
itory legislation devised and seton
foot, was intended to dissipate and
utterly seatter such perniclous prac-
tices and dootrines. Not a mionth
ago an election was held in Utah,
and as the franchise there includes
the women, tha Mormons won &
rignal and decisive victory. No ex-
cuses or explanatipns will break the
foroes of thia fact, There I3 no
dearth of explanstion as to how thie
was accomplished, but no explana-
tions will relieve the projectors of
thls much-vaunted sysfem of the
acknowledged fact that it has been
n faflure, snd that ths Mormon
powet is as much of A power ss it
wver waz, and under pressnt sppear-
ances likely to remain so, To may
that the Mormons voted as they
were directed by the church, is an
excuse more dangerous than the
frank admission of the fact withoat
explanation. This wounld indlcate
that the church is posssssed of
wounder{al power both over the acts
n8 well as the consclences of its fol.
lowers, and may “serve; to show to
Benator Edmunds how futile was
the idea that Congress conld abolish
the church and its teachings by the
pasasge of an act.

Withcot assaming to question
either the wisdom or judgment of
Benator Edmunda and his phlian-
thropio bretbren in Congreas, it dues
spem a31f there had been a total
lack of common seuse in dealing
with the Mormon problem. ‘The
Benate should know, and poszsibly
does know, that sects thrive by per-
secution, sud this case evidently has
no exception. Perhaps safter all, if
loft to itself, the preblem will work
cut ite own solution, and it may be
best to let time work out this much
neaded reform. It ja plain that Qon.

ressions] enactment will not hurry
the mattet, 1t is donbtfal whether it
will not retard or delay. The gd-
vancing clvilization must force 1t to
close quatters, and the march of
better methods and noblex aspiration
must In time antagonize and destroy
it, If the course of empire west-

in The American Regiser, B very
Bble weekly journal publisbed at
Washington, D. Q. in which the
prineiples of democratic government
are discussed with uncommon force
and clearness. There are some mis-
takes in the article, which might ke
reasonably expected, becaure there
is no subject abont which Jonrnalists

mong” were permiited to vote in re-
gard to the local officers for the
traneaction of thelr afairs, and the
people of this Territory were nof
handed overbag and baggage into the
political control of & minority nat
equaling one-fifth of the voting pop-
ulafion, many persons and among
them come of the journalistic
moulders of public opinion afteot to be
seandalized and they, loudly proclaim
the Edmunds law a failure. They
are very inconsistent and they have
failen into & very grave errer. Even
the cloge reasoning American Heg-
{sier speaks of the result of the elec-
tion as serving “to show to Benator
Edmbnds how fatile was the idea
that Congresa could abolish the
church and its teachiogs by the pas-
sage of an act,”

Now, there is no Indicatlon in the
Edmunds law that such an object
was held in view. What has Con-
greses to do with sbolishing a church
or Interfering with its teachings?
Senstor Edmunds, muach as he
atrained the Constitution and re-
sorted to messures that cannot be
fairly defended In the light of that

say =0 much while understanding
so littleas this same ¢‘Mormon”
question,

The fallore of the Edmunds law
seems to be generally admitted. It
ia alleged by Demociate and com-
fessed by Republicane. And yet
the common opinlon on the results of
that peculiar ptece of epecial legisla-
tion is entirely wromg, unlese the
object had in view in its enactment
was something greater and different
from that specified in Itz provisions.

We would like rome of 1the
papers which are croaking over tbe
failure of the Edmunds law to de-
fine what it was expected to accom
plish in less than eighteen naontha
after its passage. The principal end
In view, if we taay judge (rom the
language of the law, was the dis-
franchisement and exclusion from
office of personz In Utah livibgin
the practice of polygamy.

It was for this tbat the eleotion
and registration offices of this Terri-
tory w ere vacated. It was for ihi
that five Commissloners were pro-
vided for to appeint f‘proper per-
sons™ to fill the vacated ofBces, It

waa for this that so much care was
exercleed In artangements for the
election of members of the Utsh
Legislature, It was forthis that the
Commissioners went beyond the
powera specified In the law and as-
sumed anathority which if it was
contemplated was certainly not ex-

aszed. It was for this that they
ormulated a test oath which no
person could take who had ever been
in the practice of Elnmlity of wives,
It was for [this that they excluded
all eltizens from the polle. who co-
habited with more than one woman
*in the marriage relation,” while
they admitted persons who cohabit-
ed with any number of women and
women who cohabited with any
number of men,provided it was done
out of the marriage relation.”

This object has been sccomplish-
ed. How then can the bill ‘be re-
garded as & failare? The complaint
seems to be that **Mormons’ voted
in sach numbers at the recent elec-
tion as to carry all before them.
Well, did the Edmdnds Iaw propose
to prevent non-pelygamous *Mor-
mons” from voting? Certainly not.
It provided to the contrary. It was
intended to protect all “Mormona”
in the exercise of the elective fran-
chise who had not entered into the

ractice of fpcnls'gnmy. Here s the
anguags of the law,

¢ Provided, Thsat sald board of
five persons shall not exclude an
Fﬁraon otherwisze eligible to vote
rom the polls on account of any
opinion such persen may entertain
on the sabject of bigamy or poly-
gamy,nor shall they refuce to count
any such vote on account of the
gﬁlnio‘n of the person.casting it on

e subject of bigamy or poly-
gamy

The object is plalnly indicated.
That is, to cast a atigma on practi-
c‘a.l polygamists and encourage
“Mormon® monogamists. The Act
Was not deslgned to disfranchise peo-
ple or disqualify them for holding
office on acoountof belfef. Who but
& blind biget cr a rash and radlca)
revointionist would desire that

such measure shonld prevail as
would destroy, In any part of this
Republie, the eacred right of free
opinion? The ¢ Mormons,” then,who
did not actually practice polygamy
were as free to vote a8 the non-

“Morimona.” ]They were aliowed to
exercise equal political privil
with libertines and prastitu]:es. s
But this seems to have bean too
dent to suit some of the pions ag-

ward does mnot engulf this plagee |called ¢ Christians” of this land of

spot of moral wickedneas, there ia}liberty,

% Because any of the #Mor-

sacred instrnment, knew hetter than
to attempt stich & palpable imposai.
bility. The only reference in his en-
agtment to the f'Mormon” Charch

large number of ladies and several
gentlemen were present*and sxpress-

ed thelr congratulatione to the hon-
ored gueai and their admiration of
the quiet firmness she has displayed
in support of principle. The Bix-
teenth Ward brass band, led by
Capt. Emery, came npon the scene
in Gen. Clawson’s fine band wagon,
the *“Julia Dean,’? and treated the
lady to a fine serenade, ‘They sub-
sequently entered the grounds and

rformed some selections by torch-
ight in excellent st¥!e, and felt
well rewarded for tbeir mueic and
tronble by a hearty handshake from
Belle Harris. An ample repast was
spread, of which all precent partook,
and kindly wishes were expresred
for the fature prozperity of the re-
leazed prisoner and her baby son,
who shared her confinement.

The following linea were rocited
by the suthor:

BELLE HARRIS BABY.

Just let me take tho baby

A moment in my Acmd,

Tue little one, around whoee Lifs
Hath swept e uch rude alarms;

But oft not e*en the canyon's storins
The Uly*s stem doth break,

S0 God did temper store that riss,

ts iIn Beetion Beven, which legitl-
mates up to Jannary 1, 1883, the is-
ane of bigamous Or polygamons mat-
riages ‘‘solemnized according to the
Mormon sect.”

Ent this appeara to be the t¢con-
summation devoutly to be wished,”
which the Edmuonds law did not
bring about, and the failare to ac-
complish which is the cause of the
grest complaints asgainst it., The
KRegisier 18 su far right. Congreas
cannot destroy the]Church nor ubol

ish its teachings by law., luuse
whe have looked for such an
effect from the Edmunde Act

have naturally been disappointed.
1t did not aim at such an end. That
which it chiefly provided for has
been effected. Indeed a great deal
more has beeu donethan it provided
for. The Commissioners have not
only done sverything which the law
attthorizsd them to do, but much
more, in their zeal and determinsa-
tion to perform their part of the
work ¢ut out. They mnot only a:-
;apged matters nnd enacted ales
any regulations for the vlsfranchise.
ment of aclual pelygamisis, bag car-
ried the business t0 the extent of
shutting out from the polls and
from holding office men and women

who are not now practical polyga-
miste, and some Who never entered
Into plural family relations siuce the
passage . of any [aw of Congress
against it; thus stretehing the pro-
vizione of the Edmunda law far be.
yond their legitimate "limit, and
making them ubjust, retro-active,
ex-post-faclo, and therefore uncon-
stitutional,

To find fanlt with the law asa
failure is therefore unreasonable and
childish, and to rail against
the Commissioners for noi ac~
complishing more iz mulish and
absurd. The difficnlty ie, there
is not an editor In ten who is gram-
bling aboat the Edmunds Act that
really underatands its provisions;
and there iz not one in & handrea
who comprehends the real gitnation
in Utah. The Regisler saye cons-
cerning the Church that $fits con-
verts are not gained from Ameri-
cang,” which is & great mistake, and
1t talke about Utah as *the plagne
spot of moral wickedness,”” when it
is infinitely soperior in morality and
all the virines that tend to make np
good society,3to any other part of

¥ | this nation that boaets so much of

ite *Christian’’ exligh tenment. Bnt
in the maln the Kegister is right,
and if those agencies which in their
very nature have the greatest power
over erratic notiona aund practices
cannot march over or uproot **Mor-
moniam,” then it 18 bDecamse the
system called by that name is differ.
ent to what ia generally supposed
and js superior to its moral antagp-
niets. In any cese special legislation
is the wrong remedy to appiy to the
alleged disease,and force will utterly
fail in eflecting the destruction of
that which lfes in the convictions of
the soul and which cannot be reached
by any of the methods of violence.
—_—— e
PARTY IN HONOR OF BELLE
HARRIS.

Last evening a number of friends
met at the residence of A. M, Musser,
Eszq., in the First Ward, to manifeat
their regard and esteem for Siater
Belle Harris, after her releass from
lmprisonment ia the penitentiary
and previous to her departure for

the sonth on her way home, A

For His own lamb's dear snke.

Just ventoripg from realms above,
He mat this stern deorce.

What had the baby done, dear fricuds,
A prisoner to be?

valued corr dent, R
3 espondent, Rey j
ing from Richmond, Eiept.irt.'}':::mk
Hiz nerve was vary ateady Whe
he first entered the car; hut he b,n
cime unnerved befgre hs o
through and left some of the Par
not more than half searched, !

ONE FPASSENGEE,

a gentleman from Brigham (j
off by losing his-jack kgnif b 01!12 By
Bome money In the other pocke e
to the guery if that was all by
he replied, #*Yes,” and his fpp,
viewer took his word for i,
gentieman was bound for Richy
but was too badly frighteny %
atop, 80 he went on to Battle

On Bunday morming g
Crooketon called zpon our clty m;
shal =nd started come mg gy
searching for the robber, They;
ocvered evidencs of his bavimm' ‘
near in the ghape of an Old -
book which he had emplayy,
contents and threw on theg

In the evening a party ofmul
made arrangements to

WATOH FOE THE THIN,
and at abouat eight o’clock Pag
rum and Frank Bair were ol
wards the railroad when thyy
some one walking along the m
kaving evidently been op fn im
They calied to him tostop. Hey

plied ““Not much,” when M|
Bair fired. The robber returneiy
shot and Frank Bair tried his b |

8¢, like a lliy in the shade,

Among thoss named as vile,

He chinged the prison’s wicked gioom
With his ewoet baby smie.

Did troudled droams steal o'er bis zleep
While faces darx were nigh?

No, on his lovely mother’s breast

And noge!s watching by,

He calmly rested, while tho daya

making three shots that wers
but none took effect and the tﬁ

made his escape In the dar
He ran into the brush on city k; g
near the rallroad track. The |
men then

SHOUTED FOR AGMISTANCE,

and ia & short time g Jar
had gathered. They p]aoog ag‘::ﬁ

God measured out went on:
Bo light the yoke of beaven pressed,
He issod it not when gons,

Thou faireet, little prisoner

That Desaret hath known,

A poople’s faith and love were thice,
Thay olalm thee part their own.
Live on and bleas her nohle heart

at ditferent polnta and hag the piace
well guarded until aboulene g'olock
when they, or the most of them,

-left and came up home baving ween

nothing of thelr man, Anothe
seatch was begun early Monday,
morning, and tracks wers seen oy
sing a plece of farm land near th
rallroad. Following the tracks twl

Who dared to stand alone,
And rise from prison steps to those
Of & oelestial throne.
Avauerd JOTCE CrOCH
2alt Lake City, Sep. 2, 1883,

Thete was & general desire among
the company that something more
substantial and of greater magnitude
than snything yet done for Belie
Harris, should be obtained,as it
mus} be evident to all who have
studied her case that she hasstood
up nobly for ihe rights of her sex,
and has never shrunk from the
triala of her pogitiom, even when
threatened with a life-long impris-
onment. Bhe left the efty to-
day with her father and her
child at 3.06 p.m., per Utah Cen-
tral train, for Milford, where a team
18 waiting to convey them to their
home in Bevier County. The party
was a very pleasant aflair, and Bro.
Musser a&nd his amijable family were
constant and watchfnl in their care
for the comfort and enjoyment of
the viaitors.

-l

THAT DESPERADO.

short distance s silver watch &
ploked up, und the tracks were ﬂl
lowed across the railrosd
through rore farm laud,
went into the mesdows,
ward Cub River, whete
him waa lost.
OAPTURE:
Yeslerday st abodt W am s
atranger called at a farm home v
High Cresk, a mile and a bk
of Richmond, and ssked fo imi.
The man of the honse was
but the lady placed food op a=
and the stianger eatisfled his appe
tite, Thelady had her suspickn,
and ss soon a8 the stranger laf, sl
told a man who lived near that ahe|
believed that her guest was the it
tobber, The man proceeded &
Richmond and notified Marsh,
John Richardson who, sccompank
by Hyrum Bair and several othe
men, proceeded to HighCreek. The
lady pointed in the direekion taken
by the stranger, and the puse (ol
lowed until they came W somi
bragh. Convinced that theit m
Was concealed in the brusb, i
proceeded with great camlion|

un tik they
Bearing &
all tmee of

MORE DETAILS OF THE DOINGS OF
JOHEN SMITE.

We have given some accounts of
the daring exploits of & deaperado in
Cache County, and as he has cre-
ated a good deal of interest we give
more elaborate details from the
Uiah Journal of yesterday :

On Bunday morning st aboat
three o’clock as a long freight frain
wag slowly ascending a grade just
gonth of Richmond, it was boarded
by a eingle individual, who entered
the caboose with & revolver in each
band, Eight men were in the csr,
eome of them aeleep, The etranger
commanded all the men In the ear
to sit close together on one rlde of it.
He was meekly obeyed. He them
preszed the muzsle of cne of his re-
volvers against the side eof the fArst
man he came to, placed the other
pistol In his pocket, and ordered his
vietim to disgorge his watch and
money. Again he was meskly obay-
ed, He then ordered his victim to
the other end of the car. The vic.
tlm did so. This was deliberately
repeated eight times. When the
robber bhad finished his elghth vig-
tim, he backed to the door of the ¢ar
with both revolvers presented, step-

ped out on the platform, and ar he
leaped to the ground he gave a yell

and fired a shot. He bad bagged

three watches, and about $60 in cash,

FURTHER PARTICU LARS,

fearch, and at length cameg
Bim, lying flat on hia stomach,
concealed fn the brush, and ags
ently ssieep. Members of the e
covered him with their firearm s
fore he knew they were near, andl’
wasg easlly secnred,

Bherif Crookston, in respopmi:
dispatch, went to Richmond wie
he met-the prisoner and his espei|
In company with several
who had aided in the eesrta® |
capture, Among whom was
Loveiand, 8herlff Crookata
to Logan with the prison
maintained that his name $2
Smith, and he talks freely o 2,
train robbery, ard of othersol I
exploits of a similar characten &
was kept In the city Jail strafl
guarded last night, and will haw?
hearing before Justice Comnis
to-day, ‘

I
p— ]

Oar Wesztern people are liabh &)
be laid low, by malarial fever, %}
breaking np new lands., The fok
in the East are also complaining
fevers, chills and agues, arising 000
decaying vegetable matter and I
perfect drainage. For ejther b
or West the best remedy 15 AJ*
Ague Cure, ]

HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE
In Scasickmess.

8. 8. Parker, Wallington,O., a8t

“While crossing Lake Erle, I gavt

it to scme passengers who were i

of the aftair are furnished by gur

alok, and it gave fmmediate reifel.”



