THE DESERET WEEKLY.

41

—_—

As for the Spaulding manuscript sfory
~that has long ago been relegated to
the domaln of myth.

A WEST VIRGINIA WAIL.

_ According to a Washington dis-
Dateh of Saturday last, Representative
Dorr of West Virginia had the diatin-

Euished honor to present from about
4 couple of hundred of his constituents
4 petition calling wupon Congress to
Provide for a Constitutional amend-
ment declaring the practice of polyga-
My a felony, punishable by the laws aof
the United States. There were the usual
number of 'whereases'”™ in the docu-
ment and they have the eold famillar
Jingle that has characterized every
anti-Mormon resolution since the be-
Einning. Naturally the first serious
grievance ls that Mormon missionaries
are laboring with zeal and success,;
secondly, among the converts made by
these missionaries are many families
compoered In part if not wholly of the
géntler sex—a fact which the petlition-
ers with startling and consummate
logic cite as “'prima facie evidence of
their [the Mormons'] nefarigua Inten-
tlon,” etc,; and thirdly, there §s the
time-worn and driveling expression of
dread concerning this "standing men-
ace to the integrity of the Unlon,” and
all that sort of rubbiah,

One does not need to know any of the
signers or promoters of the petition to
be able to discover in it the filhe hand
of our ever-aclive friend the scctarian
preacher. Some of his llk are stump-
Ing around the eastern and central
parta of the Union working upon the
sympathies and purses of the plous;
others are writlng stale tales to the
newsgpapers in which there 18 a super-
abundance of mock herolcs and unc-
tlous energy; and it is very certain
that there are always others who can
find time to draft and circulate a pe-
tition against the Mormons by way of
diversion or of "ralsing the wind.”

Among sometime Utah friends bhe-
longing to one or another of these en-
ergetic types we note in a recent Cin-
cinnati paper that Rev. J, Wesaley Hill
has had much to say ta an audjence
of Methodist minlsters about ‘the
curse of Utah™ This Is the youhg
man who came to Ogden about nine
¥Yeara apFo breathing thunder from
his nostrils on Sunday. while
putting In the remainder of the week
committing Talmage's dJdiscourses to
memory, Convicted of sermon-stealing
of the most bare-faced kind. and ac-
cused of other forms of hypocrisy
whicl: nobody seemed to care enough
about him to Jinvestigate, he saon
Eathered up his effects, including ser-
mans, and for Ogden's good, if not his
Own, went back to Ohlo, where he came
from. We have recently had oeccasion
ta pay our rempects to Mr, Nutting, of
the Conpregational persuasion here,
and tg Mlss Rose Glen Webster, of the

apt|st persuasion in Provo, and still
More recently it has been our joy to
discover new luster In anaother cholce
iem In the line of hollness, this time
e sbyterlan we belleve—the Rev B.
E, Wishard, whose soul was stirred
Within him by the news of a Mormon
Conference In Indlana, insomuch that
he dig forthwith seat himself and pen
4 long letter to the editor of the Indi-
anapolls Journal. Brother Wishard is

e gentleman whom the '‘News'™ once

fore warned that he was In danger
Of apoiling his high silk Sunday hat

o talking through it; perhapa his
‘13 aNge of base from platform-apeaking
O letter-writing ts gut of deference ta
that warping and denotes a desire to
take better care of his head-gear.

Returning from this digression it is
2 matter of alncere regret that the
congresaman from wWest Virginia
should have feit compelled to adver-
tize the bigatry as well as the idiocy of

those of his constituents who joined:

in this petition. Blers their dear souls
and his. there is absolutely nothing
dangerous ahout Mormeonism! The
more closely they study and scrutinlze
it in honesty of heart,r the less they
wlil see In it to be afraid of. They and
all other timid ones are hereby cordianlly
invitad to put our statement to the
teat.

THE TROUBLE IN NORWAY.

A recent dispateh from Christianle
to London seeks to convey the idea
that the trouble between the two peo-

ples occupying the Seandinavian penin-
sula {8 nearing a ecrisie. A former ru-
mor to the effect that Sweden is look-
ing for a casus belll and that Germany
is backing the eventual enterprise
against Norway I8 reiterated. That
Swedlsh war rumors Invariably should
emanate from Christiania instead of
Stocitholm ia rather strange,

In Norway at the recent elections
the leftists galned a complete victory.
That means that the Norwegian people
have declared for the praogram formu-
lated by Swerdrup years ago. An ex-
tension of the franchise and the
regulation of the relations of the king-
dom to the other kingdom of the unlon
are the main points, The latter In-
¢ludes ostensibly only the meparatlon
of Norway's consular and diplomatic
service from that of Sweden, and id-
cldental arrangements as, for Inatance,
the ellminatlon of the union mark from
the, Norwegian marine flag. It is hard
to see that in any of these gemands
can be found a cause for war.

There Iz, 1t 13 true, both in Norway
and Sweden, a politieal party whose
leaders have malntained that the
effects Of the reformas of the leftists
would be the entire separation of the
two brother-nations and the establish-
ment of a republic on one side of the
peninsula. But this has been denied
by the leaders of the leftists, at least
until quite recently. It la conceivable
that an agitation for a change of the
existing form of govermment would be
watched with no feellng of appraba-
tion by the war lords of Europe, and
a definite movement in the direction of
a republle in Norway might bhe
checked, possibly, by Germany; but
until such time comes, there is no prob-
abillty of bloodshed over this Nor-
weglan reform movement. The move-
ment has strong supporters {n Sweden,
and XKing Oscar has ceveral times
shown himself willing to yield to the
just demands of the people, It
la not reasonable to suppose that he,
at his advanced age, would abandon

his polley of peace for one of war,
untess compelled to do BO. In fact,
Norway would have to be the ag-

gresgor, and no one acquainted with
conditions in Seandinavia believes In
Buch a step at present.

A DANGEROUS RESOLUTION.!

A dispateh from Chicago states that
the (federated lahorers unahimously
have adopted a resolution prohibiting

the members of that organization from
joining the militia and requiring those
now sgerving in the national guard to
wlthdraw. The reason for this Is that
they could not consistently belong to
a body which at any moment mlght
be called upon to shoot down other
members of the labor unions. In other
words. -loyalty to the federation was
congidered of pgreater importance than
loyalty to the atate. The dicta of labor
leaders must be obeyed flrat; the cali
of the government not at all, whenever
the interests of the two appeared to
be conflicting. There was not a dis-
senting vote when this matter was de-
cided.

To the impartial, patriotic observer
of the trend of affaire In -thls country
the occurrence cannot but he viewed
with misgivings. Even when it 18 ad-
mitted that lalborers have a perfect
rlght to unite for the discussion of
common interests and the protection of
themselves anid familles againat possl-
ble wrongs, it i8 eclear that a eom-
bination with the apparent object in
view of handlcapping the government
jn ita efforts to maintain order, prevent
the destruction of property and the
shedding of blood must expect no sym-
pathy among the friends of the country.
It has never bheen shown that the
miittia has been required to interfere
with the efforts of laborers to adjust
peacefully thelr grievancea: only when
acts of viclence have been threatened
or actuzslly committed has the author-
ity of the government asserted Itself,
The lahorers themselvea should be in-
terested in upholding the arm of the
law agalnst that element that always
reaorts to violation of the law, whether
that element manifesta Itself amonheg
the ranka of the workingmen or other
claspens of peaple. If not, a rituation
may develop of the most grave nature.

Readers of the Book of Mormon are
ramillar with the history of the in-
habitants of this continent as recorded
in the Book of Ether. The results of
combinations for the purpose of mur-
der and plunder are there shown to be
the final overthrow of the people, and
it is further stated that ‘swhalscever
nation shall uphold such secret com-
bjnations, to get power and eain, until
they ahall spread over the nation, bhe-
hold thev _ shall be destroyed.” And
again: “Whoso buildeth it up, seeketh
to overthrow the freedom of all lands.
nations and countriea.”

Probably the parallel hetween the
anclent organizations spoken of by the
Prophet Moroni and the labor organ-
izations of our day is not perfect; the
latter do not contemplate murder and
robbery; stlll, if they rise against the
government of the country, seeking to
prevent It from extending Its protec-
tion to the life and property of its
citizens, they are on dangerous grouni.
and thelr course, if pursued to its lagi-
cal consequences, ecannot but end in
digaster to the nation. It is Incipient
anarchism and a direct assauit on the
institutions of the country.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION.

During
jmmigration to thias country has not
been conalderable, but lately, it s
claimed, it has again commenced to in-
crease. The fact adds intereat to the
restriction bill now hefore Congress,

In many quarters it has been felt
for a long tilme that some mensure I8
needed that will close our shores to
some extent to the surplus papulation
of the world, During the last 8esaion
of Congress, the immigration law was
one of the lending toples of discus-
slon, and it was agreed that an edueca-
tional test was needed; that people un-
able to read and write some language
ought to be exeluded from the United
dtates. The measure stranded on the
Corllss  amendment, which contem-
plated the excluston of Canadian la-
borers on the horder from employment
on the United States side of the line.
An effort will now be made ta pass the
law with the educational test and with-
out the Corliss amendment, Ita effect
will be chiefly to restrict lmmigration
from the countrlea of southern Europe
where, as Is well known, the {lliteracy
of the people 18 greatest.

The increase of population In the
United States has been enormous dur-
ing the past fifty years, In 1847 the pop-
ulation was twenty-seven and a alf
millions and now It !s nearly if not
quite seventy millions, Yet this rapid
growth need not cause any particular

the last four or flve Yyears .
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