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we desire to record in the columns of
yourur paper an account of one of those11highlyehly interesting gatherings which take
placepace here occasionally bringing com-
fort and cheeriocheer to the hearts of many who
are identified with the work of the lord
in the hawaiian mission

the semiannualsemi annual conference convened
at laie oahubahu on the afternoon of april
3rdard 1897 the meeting was occupied
by the primaprimary7 associations presided
overever by sister ellaila C birdno the ex-
ercises consisted of songs recitations
dialogues and other lessons on the gos-
pel well recited by the children at tbthee
dose of the program the general off-
icers of the primary associations were
presented and sustained

A meeting was held the same evening
devoted mainly to the hearing of reports
of native elders from different branches
onan the islands

on sunday morning april ath the
faderselders and saints met in general con
ference there were on the stand
twenty two elders and five sisters from
zion the sacrament was administered
bby elders henry moss and wilder Tabcatch

elder edwin C dibble was the first
speaker and treated on the nature otof
the god believed in by the latter day
saints spoke of the insufficiency of
the bialebible as a means of salvation torfor the
human family without the living oracles
of god eldereider william H mendenhall
followed speaking on the gifts and
blessings enjoyed by the saints in the
days ofot the savior this gospel has
been revealed anew in the latter days
through the prophet josephjaseph smith and
weve have a right to enjoy the same spir-
itual blessings as did the saints ancient-
ly if we do not enjoy the blessings
promisedromised it is because we have not kept
thetha commandments for it is written
that the lords arm is not shortened
that he cannot save etc

the afternoon and evening sessionssessions
were devoted to the sabbath schools
presided over by elder edwin C dibble
and counselors the exercises through-
out consisted of songs recitations and
gospel lessons we if prepared and ten-
dered

ren-
dered by the schools otof honolulu ka
luanglinabu kahana and laie in the order
nanamed

elder henry moss made a few closing
remarks he was pleased to see the in-
terest taken by the different schools in
the conference proceedings it is while
the children are young that impressions
SAMre most easily made upon their minds
therefore the parents should be care-
ful to set good examples before them

on the morning of april ath the rel-
ieflief societies presided over by sister
alice R woolley met in conference
the annual statistical report for the
islands was read and showed that much
goodfood bad been accomplished during the
last year sister woolley spoke encour-
aginglyugly to the native sisters and said they
should strive to keep all the command-
ments the lord has given them repre-
sentativessentatives of a number of the different
societies reported the work being done
abddekl thisthin was followed by the reading of
atme interesting essays etc sister

C birdno spoke of the value of
meeting together and said we should

worship the lord in sspiritirit and truth
sister tryphena B garggartt referred to the
duties ofof mothers to their children
they should watch and guard the little
ones continuallycontinuallv

the mutual improvement associations
occupied the afternoonafter noan and evening ses-
sions under the direction of elder wil-
liam 14 mendenhall and counselors
the exercisesexercises were replete with valuable
information pertaining to the gospel
songs lectures dialogues etc found a
place on the program and the reports
given showed the work to be prosper-
ing elder john D hooper referred to
his experiences during the last six
bonhs the speaker pointed out
wherein some of the associations were
lacking in zeal and good works and
closed by exhorting anall to be diligent
elder wilder T hatch congratulated
those engaged in the work on the suc-
cess which bad attended them in the
past they were all youn inm the work
of tbtheeLordlord and should labor with that
zal which should characterize young
people exhorted all to continue to
study the lessons prepared for the asso-
ciationsciations

our conference was concluded on the
ath after the usual opening exercises
elder lewis R jenkins was called upon
to speak during which time he explained
why we meet together and he impressed
upon all the necessity of obtaining the
spirit otof the lord for without its assist-
ance we cannot succeed elder george
H birdno spoke of the necessity lofof
keeping our bodies clean and pure
we should adhere strictly to the com-
mandmentsmand ments of the lord that me may
escape the judgments which will be
pouredared out upon the wicked elders
williamelliam D hill george P garff
james S whitaker charles W han-
cock edwin W fifield samuel ttthomas A john A ahl-
strom charles C bush joseph H
brinton each spoke briefly of the mag-
nitude of the work of the lord and the
many blessings we enjoy

at the beginning of the afternoon
seesion the statistical reports were read
after which elder woolley our presi-
dent spoke of the progress being made
in the work he referred to the goodly
number otof children growing up among
the latter day saints and pronounced a
blessing upon the patentsparentspa tents on condition
that they would properly teach them

the following names were presented
to and sustained bby the conference
president of the hawaiianhawaiian mission
samuel E woolley as counselors to
the president edwin C dibble george
H birdno lewis R jenkins john D
hooper joseph H brinton george P
garff william D hill edwin W
fifield samuel paget james S whita-
ker charles W hancockhancock john A
ahlstrom charles C bush thomas A

william A williams wil-
liam B davis alice R woollenWoollev ella
C birdno tryphena B garff and
elizabeth williams

elders william H mendenhall henry
moss wilder T hatch and willill G
farrell were released to returnre urn home
per S S Miowera sailing from hono-
lulu april

appointments for the ensuing term of
six months temporal samuel E
woolley manager of the laie planta

tion joseph H brinton assistant edwin
C dibble school teacher and book-
keeper tryphena P garff assistant
school teacher william A wiliams and
william B davis will labor on the plan-
tation in setting up machinery etc
ecclesiastical Honohonolulujulu branch lewis
R jenkins and abraham fernandez
kauai william D hill john A ahl
strom and kanihonui oahubahu james S
whitaker and edwin W fifieldFifie fd southhawaii john D hooper and thomas
A north hawaii geortegeorge
H birdno samuel paget and keanusr hilo charles C bush and kaaha
niu maui george P garff charles W
hancock and D Kamaawe kahana
branch N K Hiapole clerk of mission
edwin C dibble as distant edwin W
fifield president of sabbath schools for
the islands john D hooper with geo
P garff and william A williams as
counselors charles C bush as secre-
tary samuel E woolley treasurer
president of the mutual improvement
associations lewis R jenkinsjenkin with
george H birdno and samuel paget as
counselors joseph H brinton secre-
tarytary samalsamueleSamuefEE woolley treasurer

elder will G farrell spoke favorably
of the exercises rendered during the
conference mentionedmeationed the decrease in
the hawaiian population of the islands
during the last ten years and said the
saints should do all in their power to
arrest this rapid falling away elders
william A williams and VVwilliamilliam B
davis each spoke briefly with ards of
encouragement to the people

after the presentation of the general
authoritiesautho rises of the church the eveninevening
and closing session was occupied by el-der

E
woolley in giving some practical

instructions to the people regarding their
duties as latter day saints he re-
minded the people of the treatment
which should be accorded the elders
when they go out into their fields of
labor the speaker administered a sternsteril
rebuke to all those engaged inin practices
not in accordance with the rules of the
gospel the correct manner of praying
and the order of partaking of the sacra-
ment were touched upon as were also
thehe conditions which exist in utah
which were explained for the benefit of
those intending to emigrateemigTate elder
woolley said the greater part of those
who have returned from zonzion have
wept in sorrow on account of thehe back-
ward step they have taken they have
repented and are now engaged in the
work the speaker called upon sinners
to repent come in from the byways and
be reconciled to the truth he admon-
ished the saints to endeaendeavorvr to get beibe
yond the power of satan and obtain the
place of testrest prepared for the faithful

this closed an interesting conference
during which the spirit of the lord was
abundantly poured out upon all present
the annual statistical report shows that
the total number of hawaiiansHawaiians identified
with the church now reaches
while the number of baptisms performedoj
in the mission since october 1896 is

number of children blessed as
during the past lewfew months we have

been favored with the presence of elder
william W burton wife and daughter
who came here chiefly to regain the
batterslat health which is much improved
As brother buttonburton is a veteran mission
ary in the church and has a broad ex-
perienceperience in business matters his words
of encouragement and advice have been
apappreciatedreciated by allCwe are pleased to state that all out


