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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THAT OGDEN PETITION.

There i» one thiog wbich, in the
dignity of thelr important « Mce, jegls.
lators cappot afford lo do,"and that la
to give way to apger at apy petition

‘'which may be presented f{rom the reo-
ple of any locality. Ibp ap official
-capacity the Legislature s the control-
Moz body 1o Biate aftaire, and In cun-
sidering apytiring of a public nsture nu

Jnember sboyld lose his self-con-
4rol. Especiaily sbould each mem-
ber refraln {rom taking o bim-
self  personally that which e

addressed to the whole hody; bisown
feellnge should be subrervient to the
daty demanded of him ina representa-
tive capacity wherejn, io his exalted
iposition, be is required to perform the
dabors of office **with charity toward
zll, malice .toward nopne”—pot even
the malice that msy be awakened by
au address nol altogether in proper
form. An efficlent legialator eeloom
faila to remember that *a polt apewer
turoeth away wrath,”” und thut be 1¢
wupder obligationa to follow this rule
wben any part of hie own or hie
fellow iewmber’s conetituency 18 moved
to severe oriticiam, provoked or other-
wire,

No doubt there was In the petiliop
of Ogden citizene, presented to the
Benate on Thursuay, something to
awaken the wrath ot an individual ot
glven to maintaining a steady cootrol
Over hie temper; bWl there was pothiog
in it to caure 8 dignified, conservative
body, like the Benale of a great State
shouid he, to Hly folo ®» pussion, anu
indulze in threats of violence on Lhe ifa
and buts o! the matier, Toe responsthle
eharacter of the elgpers was in iteelf 8
gboarapvtee thal. however iaappro-
Priste their choice of lapguage mivhbt
have been, disrespect or insuilt was
pot intepved. The wiguera are repu-
table, promipent citizens,of whom it is
well knowo that they do not go about
ipauliing individuals or representative
bodies of tbe people, albelt some of
them may be a jittie brusque and plain
in their manner of expression. The
explanatioa of the personcel of
the signérs, made beloruv Lbe Ben-
ate diecmseion was entered upon,
sbouald have precluded any in-
dividual expreeslon of abpger; aod
the Hepate did well whebp, |{n
responee to the suggestions of the Gtab
and Weber counly members, 1t re-
ferred the whole huajness to & commit.
tee of inquiry.

Ae to the petition Itselfy )t fa the ex-
pression of an idea that prevaiis large.
ly in other parts of the Bisate thap
Ogdep, apd smong & large proportion
of the people, It® application to the
Legislature was uol in good taste; and
the signers shoald wliltburaw it with
a0 apology for haviug directed [t to.
ward Lhe wrong parties, in oob-
nequence of a mlstaken notlon as to
who are reapopsible for the evile com-
plained of. [t )a troe that there are be-
fore the Btate Legiclatare proposilions
for the oreation of & long list of offices,
longer perbaps than muny of the mem-
bers fealize; but it 18 equally troe that
the prospect 1a very much againat the
Legislature coneentiog to such crea-

ton., Awarule tbe Btete Ssnatorsacd
Represvnlatives are posrersed of a Lrue
and slocely desire to enhapce the wel-
fare of the Biate, hepce the jneiptia-
‘lops of the petiilon, made kKDowipg-
ly, would he wholly unbpjus-
tiflable; ad ir, arter explanation and
due consideratlon,the petitionersshonld
ineist on holdivg the position they be ve
assumed, a8 ecathing rebuke wonld be
fully Jeserved oo their part.

But there 18 some justification for
the ¢expreesions coplained Ip the pe.
titiop, and for oikers of a still more
severe character, although the Biate
Legislature is not the body »L which
tbey should he directed. The evi]
complaioed of waa commitled before
the State came inte exjatence, apd
while the Territorial Liegislaturen
may be In some degree respooaihle
and subject to criticism, it 18 only
to the extent that they allowedamslier
hodies power to commit the wrong
protested against. In Ogden, =8 1w
other places, counly as well es city, the
makjog ol offices for « tHce seekers, avo
ne institution of high taxes sud al-
tendast evils bas b-en largely the
work of thoee iD Jocat controi, and nol
«f thowe in charce of the Blate’s sffairs.
It e po in Balt Like, apd ihe Ogden
petitiopers will fipd it the sume iD
Weber county it they will dv a little
investigating and figuring, Whep
they dotbis, we believe they will see
that their nddress to the Biate
Legialature was wholly wrong,
and bonorahle amends sbould he
made therefor. If they want the evile
correoted they should ask the Lisgista-
ture 1o reslrict the powers of thoa:
corporate bodles which have done th,
mischiel; apd 1o this they will bave
the uctive sympalby of laxpayersin
every large muunicipality or populous
sounty of tbe Btate. Up to the pres.
ent, the majority of the legialat.re
have glven evidencaof a determins-
tlon lo keep Jown expenses spd Lo
£lve the Btale wise and vopservative
legielation. Petitlons ocught to be di-
regted to aid in the work tbus ao weil
hegar, and not to lampoopivg mem-
'bera for the faults of somebody elee
who ia perbapy nearer al home to the
petitioners themeelves,

THE BEAR RIYER CANAL SCIEME.

*The Bear River Irrigation Bystem,
Utan,”” furnishes materlal for an
elaborate nriicle in the Eogineering
News and Rallway Jouroal, the firet

1netellment of which in puhlished ip
the 1saue for Feb. 9. Tihe paper is by
W, P. Hardesty, C. E., und ia copiovs-
Iy illuetrated wilbh viewe ol the dam ip
Buar river at tbhe bead of the canyouo,
also of tbe tubmoel entrance ou the
main canpsal, beadgates, ete., ete., Crose
atd loogitadioal sections snd part ele-
vation of the dam and gates, and &
geopneral map of the country. 'The de-
soriptive matter 8 very explicit and
some w bat technical in its terme, but
probably no more eo than tne readers
uf Epgioeering News would deslre,
1t coutnins meny euggestions ot value
apd importance to Lthose conlemplaling

future irrigatlion works nhder simllar

conditlione, and supplies experiences
from whbich even imtich amaller
systems may derive profit. Opn the
matter of side-hill ditohes, we quote a
paragraph:

During the firat season mach care had
to he Used on the capal on the steep bill-
sides below the canyon. Several wslides
occarred, and on the night of July 8
over 20,000 cubic yards of earth alipped
down {nio Bear river. Parions of this
slide moved over 800 feet horizontally by
100 feet vertically. The most pffactive
method trled by Chief Engineer Fortlor
in preventiog elides was to procure cattle
and borses (sheep conld mot be had at
that time), apd afier the bottom of 1be
canal was moisiened the animals were
driven back apd forth over the same for
bundreds of 1imes. A mixture of puddled
clay and gravel waa then placed by band
pear the botiom of the slopes and the
wa er turped in. No more trouhle was
bad with portions so irea ed.

Furtber quotatlons from Prof. Har-
desty’a ariicle may properly incinde a
hriet hislory and the purpuses of the
m 'mmoth enlernrisw he descrihen:
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The Bear River canal systein is de-
sigued L0 Irrigate the delia valley or plain
ot Bear river, located in porthern Uah,
on the noriheastern side of Great Salt
Lake. The river culs Lhrough Lhe range
of mouuatains oa Lbe line beiween Box
Elder aund Cache counties, by o narrow
canyob abd flows ecuth through Box
Elder county, discharging into Great
Salt Lake. The valley is iraversed by
two raltways, tbe Utah & Northern,
which runs ‘along the oaast side, and
tbe Central Paclfie, wbioh iraverses
the sontheast and  south parta.
The source of tho Bear river isin Lhe
Uintab mountalnr, about 50 miles east of
8alt Lake City, but it has a long and tor-
tucns cunrae, first north inio Wyoming,
then back into Uwah again, then hack in-
to Wyomibg and on throogh southeast-
ern Jdaho, forming here a half girgle and
returning nearly directly south ibroogh
Utab to the Lake. Itis an exceptionally
well fed stream, baving a drainage area
ol 6,000 square miles. It lows through
thoe great Bear Lake, iying ip Utah and
1daho,and this tapds to equulize Lhe flow,
acling as & reserve for maintaining tbe
volume during the low water period. A
U. 8. geological sorvey gangipg station
bas heen establisbed at the mouth of the
canyon since June, 1880. Following is
the average monthly flow at the same
from June, 1889, 10 the end of 1892:

Cu, ft. per sec.
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JADUALY. .oovuevmennns L2
Februa ,172
March... , 330
APEE o veer i e 360
May.... 54
Jane..... 022
UL T . GG P X ]
August..... . 1,076
Seplember | .. 960
Octeber, . 160
Movember L1715
Necember 262

This givea an average flow of over 2,100
seg. feel, and it is seep that the rupply is
well kept up in the three f{rrigation
months of May, June and July, when
water la most ino demand. Sarveys have
shown that by a low dam a few hundred
foet in length Bear Lake can bo greatly
inereased in capaciity, and made to store
a supply for 1be low-waler period,

The delta plajn before spoken of com-*
talps some 200,000 acres of excellent ara-
ble land, which needed only water to
mnake it bighly productive and valuable.
Prior to 1889 no atlempt hed been made
to nse the water of the river to any ex-
teot for this irrigation,for the rgason that
the river, after ita descent irom the can-
yon, lioa in a deep gash cal in the plalns,
with litile fall, making 1t impossible to
got water out Lo Lhe plaips unless laken-



