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THETHE EDITORS COMMENTS

THAT OGDEN PETITION

there laIs one thing which in the
dignity of their important amee legis-
lators cancannotdot affafford0rd to dodoandVand that lais
to0o give way to anger at any petition
which waymay be presented from thetb peo-
ple of any locality loin an official
capacity the legislature laIs the control
laiq body toID state affairsafiaira audand iuin cuncon-
sideringsi anything of a public nature nuno
member ab 0 id loseloee hisbla
crol especiallyespecially should each mem
ber retrain from taking to him
selfelf personally that which laIs
addressed to the whole body hishie own
feel lugslogs should be subservient to the
duty demanded of him in a representa-
tive capacity wherein in his exalted
position hebe laIs required to perform thejabors of office with charity toward
all11II malice toward none not even
the malice that may be awakened by
ana address not altogether in proper
term an effiefficientclent legislator seldom
f tailsalia to remember that a soft answer
burneth away wrath and thatthai hebe ILif
under obligations to follow this rule
when any part of hisbia own or hishie
fellow membersmew beis constituency is moved
0too severe criticism provoked or other-
wise

no doubt there was in thehe petition
of ogden citizens presented to the
senate on thure lay something to

wakenawaken the wrath olof an individual notdot
given to maintaining a steady control
ever hisbis temper but there was nothingjnin it to cause a dignified conservative
body like the senate of a great state
should be to fly into aS passionpaeslon anuano
indulge toin threat of violence on the itsife
landand buts of the matter the responsible
character of the signers was in itself a
guarantee that however
diate their choice of language
haveive been disrespect or insult waswae
ootnot intended the signers are repu-
table prominent citizens of whom it is
well known watthat they do not go about
insulting individual or representative
bodies of the people albeit some of
thembow may be a little brusque and plain i
tola their manner of expression thethea
explanation of the personnelpersonoel of

the signsignorebre made before the sen-
ate discussion was entered upon

shouldhould have precluded any in-
dividual expression of anger and
the senate did well when in
response to the suggestions of the utah
and weber county members it re-
ferred the whole business to a commit-
teetee of inquiry

AsAB to the petition itself it tois the ex
preeeion of an idea that prevails large
jy in other partsparte of the state thanman
ogden sodaud among a large proportion
of1 the people itsais application to the
legislature was not in good taste and
ahe signers should wwithdraw it with
an apology for directed it to-
ward the wrong parties in con-
sequencesequenceequence of a mistaken notion as to
who are responsible for the evils com-
plained of it laIS true that there are be
torefore the state legislature propositions
for the creation of a long list of offices
longer perhaps than many of the mem-
bers ferealizealize but it tois equally true that
the prospect toIs very much against the
legislature consenting to such erestcrea

tion AsAB a rule the state senators and
representatives are possessedsed of a true
aad sincere desire to enhance the wel-
fare of the state bence ttheh e 1insD inua
ions of the pethpetitionlon made knowing-

ly would be Wwhollyholly unjus-
tifiable and if alterafter explanation avdand
due considerationthe petitionerspetitioners should
insist on holding the position they have
assumed a scathing rebuke would be
fully deserved on their part

but there laIs some justification for
the expressions contained in the pe-
tition and for others ofcf a still more
severe character although the state
legislature is not the body 14t which
they should be directed the evil
complained of was committed before
the state came intointe existence and
while the territorial legislatures
may be in some degree responsible
and subject to criticism it lais only
to the extent that they allowed smaller
bodies power to commit the wrong
protested against in adeo as toin
other placesplace county as well as city the
making otof offices for i moo seekers anuano
hebe institution of high taxes and at-

tendant evils has b onen largely tiltth
work of those in local control and notdot

f those in charge of thebe statestatess ofaffairsfairs
it is so in salt abke sod the ogden
petitionerspetitioners will flodfind it the same in
weber county if they will ddo a little
investigating and figuring when
they do 1 thishis we believe they will see
that their address to theshe state
legislature was wholly wrong
and honorable amends should be
made if they want the ehilt
corrected they should ask the legisla-
ture to restrict the powers of those
corporate bodies which have done thahr
mischief and in this they will have
the active sympathy of taxpayers in
every large municipality or populous
county of the state up to the pres-
ent the majority of the legislegislaturelatre
have given evidevidenceenca of a determina-
tion to keep down expenses and to
give the state wise and conservative
legislation petitions ought to be ddi-
rected to aid in the work thus so well
begun and not to lampooning mem
bers torfor the faults of somebody elseeee
who isin perhaps nearer at home to the
petitionerspetitioners themselves

THE BEARBEAK RIVERKIVER CANAL SCHEME

the bear river irrigation system
utah furnishes material foror soan
elaborate article isin the engineering
news audand railway journal the 11firstrat
installment of which is published in
the issue for feb 9 the paper tois by
W P hardestyHarde oty C ER and isia copious-
ly illustrated with views of too dam in
boarbear river at the head of the cannou
also of the tunnel entrance on the
main canal bead gates etc etc cross
and longitudinal sections and part ele-
vation of the dam and gates and a
beneral map of the country the de-
scriptive matter is very explicit and
somewhat technical in its but
probably no more so than we readers
of engineering news would desire
ltit contains many suggestions of value
and importance to those contemplating
future irrigation works under similar

conditions and suppliesBUp
from which even much adllesystems maymay derive profit on theche
matter of sideaide hillbill ditches we quote a
paragraph

duringdaring the first season much care chiaihad
to be used on the canal on the steep hill
sides below the canyon several tslideslides
occurred and on the night of Jjulyuly 83
over cubic yards otof earth slipped
down into bear river portions of this
slide moved over feet horizontally by

feet vertically the most effective
method tried by chief engineer fortier
in preventing slides was to proprocure cattle
and horses sheep could not be had at
that time and after the bottom of the
canal was moistenedmoisiened the animals wereers
driven back and forth over the same for
hundreds of timeslimes A mixture of
clay and gravel was then placed by hand
near the bottom of the slopes and the
wa er turned in no more trouble was
hadbad wiwahh portions so trealrea edad

further quotations from prof har
destyjestedla article may properly include
brief history and ado purposes of he
m ammothi mmoth enterenterprisecrise hebe describes

the bear biver canalan 8Y 8tem to de-
signed to irrigate the delta valley or plainlain
otof bear river located in northern utahutah
on the northeastern side of great salt
lake the river cuts through the range
of mountains on the line between box
elder and cache counties by a narrow
canyon and flows south through box
elder county discharging into great
salt Llakea ke the valley is traversed by
two railways the utah fc northern
which runs along the east side and
the central pacific which traverses
the southeast and south parts
the source of the bear river is in the
uintah mountains about 50 miles east of
salt lake city butbur it has a long and tor
fuoua course first north into wyoming
then back iulo utah again then back in-
to wyoming and on through southeast-
ern idaho forming here a half circle and
returning nearly directly south through
utah to the lake it is an exceptionally
well fed stream having a drainage area
of square miles it flows through
the great bear lake lying in utah and
Idaho and this tends to equalize chellowellowthahe flow
acting as a reserve forator maintaining the
volume during the low water period A
U S geological survey gauging station
has been established at the mouth of the
canyon since june 1889 following isin
the average monthly flow at the same
from J uunene 1889 to the end of 1892

oncu ft parsecper sec
january 1284
february 1172
march 2330
aprilwaymay
june
july 2058
august 1076
september
october 11160
Ho vember 1175
december

this givesgiven an average flow of over 2100
secgee feet and it isin seen that the supply is
well kept up in the three irrigation
months of may june and july when
water Is most in demand surveys have
shown that by a low dam a few hundred
feet in length bear lake can be greatly
increased in capacity and made to store
a supply for the low water period

the delta plain before spoken of con 1

bains some acres of excellent ara-
ble laudland which needed oaly water to
make it highly productive and valuable
prior to 1889 no attempt bad been made
to use the water of the river to any ex-
tent tor this irrigationfor the reason that
the river after its descent iromfrom the can-
yonyon lies in a deep gash cut in the plains
with little fall making it impossible to
gotget water out to the plains unless taken


