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the case is one of the most import-

ant ever decided by the supreme
court

the new york telegram of tbthe
rema KB

no one wishes to defend the mor-
mon church in cutting away this
excrescence though it is well not to
injure the sound ororganismganisin of the pa-
tient and thus lead to the breaking
down of healthy fibrefabre

if the general government may
confineconfioeawe the property of the mormon

crime wherehere will the line
be drawn that alleged church as a
corporation should not be allowed to
exist when it advocates polygamy and
defies the government but the prin-
ciple that congress may order the con-
fiscationfis of the property of a corpora-
tion is a dangerous one to admit thenext confiscation of corporation prop-
erty which the general government
mamayv order might come nearer to in-
vading the rightsrighta of many who now
approve of the edmundsmantlawaw

in the end perhaps it will be seen
ththatat the view held bybv chief justice
pullerfaller and justices field and lamar
that congress has no such power un-
der the constitution will be sounder
as it is undeniably the safer interpre-
tation of the constitution

the alexandria va gazette has
this editorial
allewhile some of the decisions of the

united states supreme court yester-
day in the virginia coupon cases
and in the meat inspection case in
minnesota are only just what were
expected that in the mormon church
easecase is surprising the legislature of
utah granted a charter to thetee mormon
church undertinder which that church dur-
ing a longalong periodferl

i od acquiredre aired nearly a
million dodollarslars wortworth of property
congress not only repealed that
charter but escheated all the property
of the church to the unitedunites states
thus not only passing an ex post facto
law and one impairing the obliga-
tions of a contract but taking posses-
sion of private property without just
compensation and though all three of
these acts are specially prohibited by
the constitution the united statesstales
supreme court yesterday gave them
its sanction the law is plain enough
but the interpretation thereof passes
human understanding

the manchester N H union
has this castrcl conception of the
vital question involved

chief justice fuller and justices
fiellandFielfielddandand lamar make a clear dis-
tinction between mormonism and
polygamy the other members of
the supreme court fail to make this
distinction and consequently the FAed-
munds anti polygamy law with its
remarkable provision for the confisca-
tion of church property is sustainednow will the partisan journals which
are praising the republican momaxof the court state frankly what
be their position if at some future day
on one pretext or another there
should be a movement to confiscate
the property of sosomeme other denomina-
tion in a section of country which
happened to be under federal rather
than state control mormonism is
bad undoubtedly bad all through in
the opinion of everybody except themormonscormons themselves but what has
that fact to do with the legal aspects
of the case the mormonscormons have no
more right to commit polygamy than
methodists or baptistsbaptiste or catholics
have but it is not easy to see why they
have not the same constitutional right
to their faith to theirheir particular formsform

of worship and to hold church prop-
erty in excess of the limit pre-
scribed by the edmunds bill it is
not beyond the bounds of possibility
that a day may come when this deci-
sion by a majority of the supreme
court judges will prove to be the
worst sort of precedent that could have
been established it is by no means
certain that the several religious de-
nominations of this country will al-
ways remain so equally divided as at
present it may not be probable but
it certainly is not impossible that
some day there may be areligious sect
so strong in this country that its very
ststrength may prove a temptation to
attattemptaftememiti it the repression of other sectsabets
such things have been and may be
again when that day comes what
protection will there be for religious
liberty save in I1thehe constitution of the
united states and what will that con-
stitutionution worth as a protection in
such a case if it may be twisted for the
purpose of crushing out a sect which
happens voto be odious to a majority of
the people as mormonism confessedly
is and deserves to be the trouble
with the present case is that it tois not
polygamy alone that the autianti poleg
amista are waging war against it is
the complete erucrushingshing out of the mor-
mon church that they chiefly desire
and it is to that workvork that the republ-
ican justices of the supreme court
have given their assent but they
have been rash in their zeal they
have established a precedent that may
plague this country some day

the meridian miss daily news
views the subject from a political
standpoint and thus expresses itself

in the suit of the mormon church
against the united states the vital
doctrines of republicanism and de-
mocracy are again brought to the
front the republican supreme
court judges have decided that the
united states have ntnot only the right
to suppress polygamy but also have
the right to seize the funds and prop-
erty of the mormon church rhe
democratic justices fuller and la-
mar agree that congress has the right
to suppress polygamy but it has not
the right to seize and confiscate the
property of corporations because they
have been guilty of crimes the
republican supreme court IFis begin-
ning to be nothing more than a judi-
cial body to carry into effect the be
bests of a republican congress

the new york wines a strong
anti I1 mormon journal gives edi-
toriallytori ally a plain audand well digested
statement of the cawcase antiand the posi-
tion taken by the minority as well
as the majority of the judges and
leaves the momentous questions at
issue without comment

the attaalta strikes at the
root of the evil concealed in this
decision aud lays it open in the fol-
lowing trenchant style

the decision of the federal su-
preme court eseacheating all the prop-
erty of the mormon chure i to the
united states is more than novel it
is startling no one questions the
power of congress to nullify the ter
ditori 1 act by which the mormon
church became a civil corporation
such nullification was no doubt com-
petenttent and constitutional it need notfonll11 inthe nature of a penalty for vio
buon of the anti polygamy or any
other law As an act of public policy
alone it worth bot be without

cation but when such a local act of
incorporation is not only nullified but
the prpropertyopery held under itil Isia eseacheated
as a penalty for violation of the law by
the corporation a vast field of specu-
lative law is opened the further mar-
ginsfi na of which are not distinguishable
fromr0m any present standpoint in this
case the corporation a church was
accused of tenets aniand teachings and
practices contrary to law and for this
its property is confiscated in juris-
prudence a germ often expands unex-
pectedly and is found to have holdheld
principles and possibilities entirely
unsuspected this is true of the
fourteenth amendment which was
believed at the time of its adoption to
apply only to natural persons in
respect of their legal rights of person
property and action this germ has ex-
panded until it includes artificial per-
sons and has become a most important
contribution to corporation law here-
after there will be at least color of
authority for escheat of the property
of any corporation that is found tobf
have disobeyed the law congress hasban
taken jurisdiction of all interstateinter state
transportation lines and by statute
regulates their operation the antii
cate emergencies orof the railroad busi-
ness are so impossible of accommoda-
tion to a rigid statute that these roads
are compelled to constant technical
violation of the law why shall not
escheat of their property hebe the pen-
alty again rfif a church in the wilder-
ness shall be escheated for preaching
or practice contrary to the law of the
land why shall one within the pale
escape several of our strongest
churches openly defy the civil law
and for obedience to it visit spiritual
penalties upon their members can
anyone tell why the mormon church
estate shall be confiscated and the
property of other churches go freean anti polygamy law is no
more sacred than a compul-
sory school law a high liquor
license law and others which are
openly denounced and are openly dis-
obeyed by several churcheschurchea if the
fourteenth amendment could be ex-
panded to embrace artificial persons
the principles of this decision which
now smites hagar in the desert maymaw
also reach abraham in his tent at a
distance it would seem that the pur
suit of the mormon church to punish
it is a repetition of the familiar story
of religion using the arm of state to
strike a spiritual rival it tois time that
believers in a secular state should
seriously conconsiderLaider thothe precedents in
legislation and jurisprudence which
are being established in the course of
this contest idaho disfranchises for
membership in the mormon churchPh
and it is proproposedd to expend the same
disability to utahlulb the reamon and pre-
text being shaf the teteachingshi of themormon church are in I1mi to good0dc
ggovernment the editor of the vlneww
york mail and express says that the
teachteachings9 of the democratic party are
inimical to good government thepresident of the united states says
that he will veto any binbill passed in
congress by the aid of democratic
votes senator john J ingalls has
often expressede d himself to the effect
that theexeedemocraticm party is pernicious
and unfit for existence now if these
opinions prevail in any state suf-
ficiently why not follow the idaho
precedent and disfranchise all demo-
crats

demo-
crate because the majority thinks their
doctrines wrong scores of hypo-
thetical oasescases can be suggested which
show how perilously near the edge we
are treading in the principles which
are being applied to the suppression
of the mormon church by and by
the question will be asked I1 why was


