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interesting ACCOUNT OF ANOTHER
INTERVIEW WITH THE ONLY SUR-
VIVING WITNESS WHO BEHELD THE
ANGEL AND HEARD THE VOICE OF
GODCOD testifyingfriNG TO THE TRUTH OF

THE RECORD

ANOTHER VISIT TO DAVID WHITMER
j

NEW YORK march 1884

miltor deseret news
en route to this city I1 called onof

david whitmer who had invited me
ime3 to visit him again and examine the
manuscript copy of the booknook of mor-
monii etc oncopitthee loth dinst I1 bad a
pleasant IntervIewinterviewsa few items of which
may not be without interest to many of
hour readers regrettedheRe greeted me with a
cappyappy smile as he remembered my for-
mermer visit and the lines written com

the interview which he
endorsed as a correct expression of his
sentiments
manuscript COPY of THEtill BOOK OF

MORMON
browing theule object of my theithe

Ibrouslb roughtlit tiletiie manuscript which was
carefully wrapped and tied and with
evident satisfaction and modest pride
unwrapped and spread it before me
considering the nitty odd years since it
was in the hands of major gilbert
ththe printer it is well preserved it is
written closely on foolscap of
a poor quality of which there is fullysully
one half ream and perhaps more be-ang written closely iromfrom side to side
there is no blank margin it is singu-
larlybarly free from corrections and has nno0
erasuresera nor interlineations so far as
1I could discover quite a number of
the sheets had been cut in three pieces
or takes obviously for the use of
theahe printers they were replaced in
position small pieces of blank paper
placed over and pinned together

observing two or three styles of
writing and tiletiie certificate from the
clerkcleric of the court of wayne countycount
that it had been copyrighted there Lin
june 1884 1 remarked that it looked
very much as though it was the original
copy and it would in fact take con-
siderablesiderable more evidence than I1 had
seen to convince me that it was not
the original and only written copy
mr whitmer said igiIII1I know positive-
ly that it is so why look at this
heac remarked here is some of my poor
old mothers yarn that was used to
fastenjasten the sheets together and sure
enough there was the cheepsbeeps gray
jamyarn that fastened a certain number
of sheets together in several divisions
As this is a disputed question il11 simply
submit the foregoing leaving each
person to judgejudge for himself

THE SPECIMEN hieroglyphics
I1 was shown the reformed egyptian

hieroglyphics that were copied from
the plates by the prophet joseph and
taken by martin harris to professors
anthon and mitchellMl of new york
city in february 1828 they are writ-
ten on paper about three andaa half inches by seven and fill up seven
dineslines making about thirty five inches
ofsot writing they remind me very
aluch of egyptian hieroglyphics
I1 have seenseea in the british aruAfumuseumseum
london and in other collections

coincidental EVIDENCE

the new york tribune in an article
published a few days aago0 commenting
onaon a discovery said to mcbeenvc been made
recently by the rev father damazo
soto of concordia in the state of
vera cruz 31mexicoexico of the key to the
aztec writings says

it may be that the discoverydiscovery refers
not to the aztec but to the toltec
writings and if this be the case it
mayledmay ledlead to interesting developments I1

the who were tilethe precursors of
the altees in mexico and who flour-
ished in central america where they
left marvelous relics palanque copan
yucatan were of a higher civilization
than the people who succeeded them
and they had a pure system of hiero-
glyphics of which unfortunately few
specimens are knoknownlyn to exist the most
acceptable bbeingeineln in the dressendresden siusinmuse-
um

so

the fragments of toltec writing
whichwinch have been preserved however i

are lelent to justify the conclusion
that this people were accasaccustomedtomed to
employ for their religious and astrolo-
gical writings a special hierohieroglyphiclythle
corresponding in some resrespectseafs to the
Eegyptian3 hieratic script tyewe are not
awarealvareyare that anyauy of this priestly text
Jiaslias been deciphered fully could this
hieratic writing be decideeldecipheredphered the
xvwriterriter remarks it is probable ththatat new
light would be thrown upon the religionlort
and science of that ancient and inter-
esting people and such information
would be particularly welcome in this
eraeril ofif analytic inquiry 11

the writer of the tribune article
learn from tthisS cocorrespondenceespondence

that the hieroglyphicsaphh off the ancient
and lateinteinteresting peopleeople who built the
cities of centcentgraf americamer that are the
most acceptable are not those in dres-
den but those ailtthat were shown by your
correspondent the other day in rich-
mond ray county missouri he

learnmoreover that over GOOpages
have been fully translated from such
hieroglyphics he has mentioned which
conconstitutedsaluted the record called the book
olof mormon which throws a flood of
light upon the religion science and
historyslljilstory of the ancient interesting and
enlightened people who havehase dwelt
upon this continent during the ages of
antiquity it may be inheresinterestingting to ththee

critical student to compare the state-
ment of the tribune writer which I1
haye quoted verbatimverbatum from said
journal which refers to their I1 pure
system of hieroglyphics their

special hieroglyphics corresponding
in some respects to the egegyptiangy tian
hieroglyphic script with the forlow
ing quotation from the bookoffbook of mor-
mon and now behold we have writ-
ten this record according to our
knowledge in the characters which are
called among us the reformed egyp-
tian

g
being handed down and alalteredere by

us according to our manmannerer of
speech page last edition

when we take into consideration the
fact that this was written in the year
182929 and published in 1830 which was
many years before the ruined cities of
palenque copan and yucatan were
discovered or anything was known
concerning the hieroglyphics that were
subsequently discovered by stevens
and catherwood and other travelers it
is simply marvelous that an unlettered
boy should be the first to publish these
things to the world anaandandana can be ac-
counted for on no other principle than
that he and his friends navehave claimed
from the first namely that they were
translated by the gift and power ofgod
HOW MRME WHITMER FIRST OF IT

mrhir whitmer said the first he beard
concerning the prophet joseph and thegolden bible as it was then called
was from oliver cowdery who was
then quite a young man about his own
age P who went to the neighborhood
where joseph had lived and where his
parents and family still lived and
tautaughtlitn school Oliver promised if hecouldcould find out definite and
reliable he would let me know soon
after this oliver told me that certain
youngoung men about josephs age wholladkiadhad been raised with him in the neigh-
borhoodbo were very angry against
joseph and complained against him
bitterly saying he had not kept his
word with them for he had kromlpromisedsed
to give them some of the goldengoiden plates
when he obtained them whereas he
had got them and had not given them
any as he had promised when oliver
suggested to them that berhaperhaps josephJ
hadhid not got them they repliedeisangrilyrilywe know liehe has for we have seen
the place on the hillhlll where he got
them 12

mr whitmer continuing his narra-
tive said soon after this oliver
concluded to go and see joseph and
learn all hebe could about the matter
and promised to write and tell me theresult of hisbis inquiries 0 o about the
beginning of april 1829 he went to
harmony susquehanna county penn-
sylvania where joseph had gone to
get away from hlahis enemies and to
escape those who were trying to gegett
the plates from him for hebe was told dyby
the personagep who gave him charge of0f
said piatpintplatese ththatat if hebe should let thethemm
go0 ccarelesslyara s 1 or through negligencencenee
hee shouldhouid bee cut off soon afteralterrolivers arrival in harmony he
wrote to meine and said that
joseph had of the lord con-
cerning him and bad told him secretssecrets
of hlhis life that hehb kknewdeiv could not be
known to any person but himself in
any other way than by revelation from
the almighty

some little time after this he wrote
asking metome to take a team and fetch
joseph and himself to my fathers
house in fayette senecaSeneeseca CounCountytyNeNewW
york where they would continue the
translation I1 condlcondiconsultedted with myluy
father who consented that I1 should
take a team as requested and bring
them home I1 wahwagwas a little over twtwo0
and a half days going and traveled
over 40 miles the first day and met
them on the third day at the head ofcayuga lake oliver told menie they
knew just when I1 started where I1 put
I1upip at night autiadil evenevan the phoc on thethey
sign board odthe hotel where I1
eacheav 11 night for he had asked joseph to
lookloot ioin die seenbeen stone that he did so
and told hirnhira all these particulars of
my journeyjourner iwhich oliver 1144 careful-
lylynstednoted in aislishisbis bookboot

oliver asked me when I1 arstfirst met
them when I1 left home where I1 stay-
ed on theroanthe road and thothe names of thepersonsper keeping the hotels I1 could
nothob tell the names butasbut as we returned
I1 pointed out the severalseral houses where
I1 midhad stopped when hebe pulled out hishid
bobook0k and foundlound it to be correct even to
the names

tuetile translation
jnin regard to the translation saidsaldmr whitner it wasaa laborious work

forcorthethe weather was very warm and
the days were ionlonlongiong and ththeyey worked
from morning tilttill night buthut they
were both young and strong and were
soon able to complete the workiththee waya I1itt ivasmaslonewa slonedode was thus jo-
seph would12U place the seer stone inain a
leepdeep hat and placing his face close to
it wouldbodia see not the stone but what
appeared likilklikeilke an oblong piece of parch-
ment on which the hieroglyphics
would appear and also the translation
in ththe english language all appearing
in bright luminous letters josejoseph
would then read it woldwould
write it down as spoken sometimesjoseph could not pronounce the words
correctly having had but little educa-
tion and if by any means a mistake
was made in the copy the luminous
writing would remain antil it was cor-
rected it sometimes took oliver sev-
eral trials totb get the right letters to spellidilcorrectly gobacsomesomo of the more difficult
words but when ho4 hadbad written them
correctly the ccharacters and the inter-
pretationpretation wouldoui disadisappearpear and be t-p re-
placed by otherbt er characters and theirinterpretation

chedwhen thetife seer wasas not placedplaced
IIIin thobe hat no characters or writing

could be seen therein but when so
placed then the hieroglyphics wouldappear as before described some rep-
resented but one word or name
some represented several and some
from one to two lines

emma josephs wife came to my
fathers house a short time af
and oliver came and she wrote a little
of the translation my brother christian
wrote some but oliver wrote thegreater portion of it

TRUE TO THEIR TESTIMONY
mr whitmer felt very indignant

while speaking of certain statements
published recently to the effect that he
and had denied theirstatement as published in the book ofmormon this he denounced as false
in every particular he saidsald olivernever wavered indisin his testimony and
when he was on his death bed I1I1 was
there with many of his friends until
he passed away ilehe bore the same
testimony on his dying bed that he had
always borne throughtifelifelifeilfe and earnest-
ly called upon all to cleave to the
truth revealed through the prophet
joseph and to serve the lord As for
myself I1 have never denied inmy testi-
mony that is published in the booknook ofmormon for I1 know that god has re-
vealed these things for the salvation of
the children of men and to him be-
longs all the honor the power and the
glory

many other interesting items were
given by mr whitmer during our in-
terviewterview but I1 have already extended
this communication much ionerlonerionlonlongerer than
1I intended

JAMES ILII HART

AN ACT

PROVIDING foneon THE ADOPTION OF
CHILDREN

sec 1 be it enacted by the governor
and legislative assembly odtheof the teterrit-ory m

of utah that any person desiring
tot0 aadoptd t the child of another may do
so in oieogetthe following manner

sec 2 the parents guardians or
other person or persons havingbaving lawful
control or custody of aanyny minor child
may make a statement in writing be-
fore the probate judgejudie of the county
where the person desiring to adopt
such child resides that liehe she or they
voluntarily relinquish all right to the
custody of and power and control
over such child naming such child
and all claim and interest in and to the
services and wages of such child to
the end that suchsua child shall be fully
adopted bybythethe party desiring to adoadopt
such child which statement shall bee
signed anaand sworn to by the party mak-
ing the same before said crobaprobatete
judge in the presence of at least two
witnesses anand the person desiring to
adopt such child shall also make a
statement in writing to the effect that
he or she freely and voluntarily adopt
such child naming such child
as his or her own with such limitations
and conditions as shall beba agreed upon
by thelpantiesparties anidsaid statement shall al-
so be 8signed and sworn to bybj the party
making the same deforgbefore saidsaldsad probate
judge in the presence of at least two
witnesses provided in all cases
whore such child shall be of the age of
fourteen years and pairard the writ-
ten consent of such childchad shall be
ricnecessaryesSary to the validity of such pro-
ceedingce and provided
it shall hebe desirable the partypanty adopt-
ingin suchguch child may by stipulations to
thatat effect in such statement adopt
such child and bestow upon him or her
equal rightslights privileges and immuni-
ties of children born in lawful wedlock
and suehsuch statement shall be filed with
and recorded by said probate judge in
a book kept inirk his office for that pur-
pose

secsee 3 and such probate judgejude
shall appoint a time and place for the
hearing of d matter and shall I1anvegiveyive
three weeks to all per-
sons who may beInbe interestedteres d therein
bypublication thereof in a newspaper
published in said county and in case
bopano paperer is publishedubi hedbed in said county
thethen tegpegahethe notice shallshailq I1 be published in a
newspaper printedprlylapi c lain the territory
having generalr circulation in14 saidsaidsald
county iat the timee and place of
hearing such matter if said hearinghaaring
shall not be adjourned the said pro-
bate judge shall renderreader a decree there-
in in accordance with the conditions
and stipulations of said statement
provided in caseease it shall appear to the
satisfaction of suchstich probate judjudgee
that such proceedingsttetleings arearo nolcol for aithe
best interest of the child or children
hehb may refuse to enter such decree
and the matter shall thereupon be dis-
missed

secsee 4 allAH decrees entered 1inn suhsuch
casecage in conformity with the provisionsI1

and requirements hereinbefore named
shall be conclusive upon all the per-
sons interested in such proceedingsedings
and the child or children thus adopted
shall take the surname of the person
adopting the same and all relations of
parentsaren and childchila agreeably to suchpistipulationspulat ons and the decree odthe pro-
batebatee court shall attach and seeh
child or children if so stated in such
decree shallieshshallshailallbealibebe subject to exclusive
control and custody of such parent or
parentsarents and shall possess anaandandana enjoy all
thehe rights privileges inheritances

and immunities of children
bornorn in lawful wedlock

sec 6 A married mannotmanjeot lawflawfully1ully
separated from his wife cannot adoadoptpt
a child without the consent of his wife
nor can a married woman not thusseparated from her husband without
his consent provided the husband or

1civinowife not bonsconsentingenting isis capable of giv-
ins

giv-
ing such consent

secsee 7 the parents of an adopted
child are from the time of the adop-
tion relieved of all parental
wardswardsandand all responsibility forthefor the
childsonchild so adopted and have no right
over it

secsee 8 the probate judge shallshail be
entitled to charge the same fees for
such services as now are provided by
law for like services in other cases

JAMES SHARP
speaker of the dousehousehouse

W IV CLUFF
president of the council

approved march 18841881
ELI 11II MURRAY

governor of the territory of utah
UTAH TERRITORY

Secre office I1J ss

I1 arthur L thomas secretary of
the territory of utah do hereby cer-
tify that the above 1is a true and correctopycopy of an act entitled an act
proviprovidingprovidadl for the adoption of children
approved march 1884 11

attest my hand and the creatareat seal of
the territory of utah this day of
march 18841881

SEAL
ARTHUR I1 THOMAS

secretary

AN AACT
COMPILING THE LAWS RELATING TO

till incorporation OF irrigation
COMPANIES

SEC 1 be it enacted by the governor
and legislative assembly of the territ-ory of utah that uonupon the majority
of the citizens of or
thereof representing to the county
court that more water is necessary
and that there arearc streams or parts of
streams unclaimed or unused which
if brought out of their natural chan-
nels anand thrown upon tracts of land
under cultivation or to be put under
cultivation can be of value to thetheinin-
terests of county court
having jurisdiction may proceed to or-
ganize the county or pailpall thereof into
an irrigation district and thereafter
the landholdersland holders of such district shall
be equally entitled to the use of the
water in or be brought into such dis-
trict according to their acknowledged
rights provided such landlind holders pay
their proportionpropioportion of the expense incur-
red in the construction and keeping inrepair of the necessary canals blumesflumes
dams or ditches

secsee 2 the citizens of auan irrigation
district when so organized for thepurposes provided in the preced-
ing section may in mass meet-
ing proceed to the formation
of a company by electing

voce not ihanthan nor moreinore
than thirteen trustees a secretary
and a treasurer notice of the time
place and object of said mass meeting
shall be given by the clerk of thecounty Courtatcountcourt at least ten days previ-
ous

evi
by advertising three times 1inn some

newspaper having general circulation
in the county and by posting up no-
tices in three public places in the dis-
trict

secsee 3 it shall be the 4dutylity of the
trustees so elected to locate the pro-
posed canal or ditch determine the
amount and quality ofqa the land to be
benehenefitted thereby to eestimate fhethewastecastas
including dams humebumeblumesflumesS lockslooks waste
weirs andnd all the appurtenances be-
longingionlonjalng thereto the amount per acre
or the percentpercentagearm on taxable property
which will be necessary to construct
the same

sec 4 it shall then be the duty of
the trusteesTrusteeg to make a report to thecounty court of the location and esti-
mate pprovidedprovided for in section three of
this act also to call a meetmeetingi g of the
holders of the lands to be ineitebenefitted
by the proposed canal or ditch at
which a copy of said reportkeport shall be
presented and the said landholders
shall vote yes or no upon the fol-
lowing questions I1

1 iodo you mutually agree to pay
per acroacre land tax to construct the
proposed cna1

l oloi ditch
2 do youlyou approve the action of the

nmasslass meeting in the election of offi-
cers

notice shall be given by the trustees
at least ten daysdavs previous to the time
atpappointedoinoln for suchguch inelnemeetingeting by adver r

ingatat least three timetimes 14 some
newspaper having general circulation
in the county and by posting up no-
tices in three publiopublic places iaW the dis-
trict said advertisement and notice
shall state distinctly the time and
place and object of such meeting and
be signedsigned bybyaa majorityniaority of the trustees
and the secretary the voting htat said
meetmeeting shashallshail be byy ballot and the
ehchairmannandand secseesecretarydetary of saldsaid moetmeet
ing1119 shashallshail bael the judgeireile and clerkciak of the
election A ballotbailota in t WRhox shall bpbe pro-
vided by the Trusttrusteestrusteece and such voter
shall present his ballot to the judg of
election who shall dedepositposit it in the
box and the clerk shall write the ime
of the voter in 4a poll list or book
shall also be provided bW the trustees
no person shall bobe entitledentitled to vote at
said meeting or election unless liebe is a
landholder in the district immediate-
ly after the close of the election the
ballots shall btbe openly counted by the
judge and clerk assisted by two per-
sons chosen by the voterrigris present A
certificate of the results of the election
signed by the persons who counted the
votes shall be forwarded at onceonoe to
the clerk of the county court by the
judge of said election

secseo 5 itif upon counticountinghigfig the votes 1it
shall appear that two thirds of01 the
votes polled have been answered in the
affirmaffirmativeanveanse i thendhen the so agreed upon
shall be a lalavinW in the saidsald irritationirrigationtion
district and the tax when collected

shallshail be paid over to the treasurer olof
said company on his order provided
that not exceeding one half of the tax
so agreed upon shallshail be collectcollectededatat
one time the residue to be collected as
the work progresses provided further
that if the first estimate prove insuffi-
cient for the construction of the canulcanal
or ditch with its appurtenances then
additional taxes may be assessed in
the same manner as hereinbefore pro-
vided until the said canal or ditch is
completed

secsee 6 itif less than two thirds of
the votes polled are answered in the

then all proceedings under
this act shallshailshall be null and of no effect
provided that if are objections
to the onilofilofficerscerscleames acted by the mass
meeting the elector s may write other
names on their tickets the persons
hasinghaving the most votes to be do declar-
ed elected and it shallshau be the dutydulr of
the county clerk to notify such officers
forthwith of their election

secsee 7 within twenty days after re-
ceivingbelving sechsuch notice the officers so
elected shall file bonds in the office of
the clerk of the county court condi-
tioned for the faithful performance of
their several duties the amount of
such bonds to be declared by thecounty court having jurisdiction

secsee 8 the term of office of the firsttrustees secretary and treasurer
shall be till the nextnest general election
and thereafter for two years and until
their successors are duly elected anciand
file bonds

secsee 9 all subsequent elections fordetermining the rate of tax shall be
held annually on the first monday in
december and for the election ofcompany officers biennially on thesame day at such time and place with-
in the district as shall be designated by
the trustees at which time the num-
ber of trustees mamayy be changed by a
two thirds vote to not less than threenor more than thirteen notice of saidsald
election shall bsbe divgiven and the electionejection
conducted and ceencertificatesfixates thereof re-
turned as provided in section 4 of thisact the rate of tax determined at
said election by a majority vote shallshailbe a law in said irrigation district and
shall constitute a permanent lien on
the interest of the taxpayer in said
canal or ditch and hishlis rirightht to the use
of the water therein floarflowing from the
day of assessment provided that no
tax created or payable by this act shall
bsbe br create a lien upon the landsec 10 the trustees at their first
meeting shall electelectronefroneone of their numberpresident and it shall be their duty
and they shall have power to fill any
vacancyvacancy which may occur in the boardboarbydeatdeath change of residence or other-
wise and the personsdersons chosenchose for thispurpose shall Eholdhoidoldoid office until the next
annual election the trustees shall

havehare power to meet at such times
and places as they may deem expedient
to mauemake bylawsby laws rules audandimd regulations
necessary to carry into effect thetha ob-
jects of the people to appoint agents
subordinates and officers and employ
such workmen as mayway be requisite to
appoint assessors and collectors or
make agreement with the
sors to assess and collect the tax and
notify collectors when additional instalstaiments of will be needed to
construct and complete said canals or
ditches with all necessary apappurten-
ances tletAetheretotheretoreto to cause to be keptsept anacaccuratedurate account of allnii receipts and
disbursements and to complete saidhidcanalscarais and ditches and settiebettle all abac-
counts of thetho osameamoame saidsald trustees
shall make anari annual report of theirproceedproceedingsiu s under this act to the coun-
ty court on or beforebeford thethearstcarstfirst day afpf
I1february and shallshail nilennie witharith the clernt
of the county court a mapgnap of said irri-gation district shoshowing ththe IOlocationatlon
and subdivision of land thereinand of
the compasscompacompcompanasanysqs canals and ditchesdItchoshessecgec 11 thehe trustees shall havepower to sue and be sued plead and
be lnairnpleaded to mac antani to holdhoid alialf
such realroal estate and personal propertyy
as may be necessary to construct thecontemplated ditch or canal inqincincludingludiniudin
all appurtenances bebelonginglongin theretosecsee 12 if any part of tthee lands to
be bene fitted by the proposed ditch or
canal are not legally claimed then such
lands may bbt appraised byphethe trustees
and shallshail be heldod and the possession ofthem sold by the trustees asophas
eunity may offer and ththe estimatedamount of lunasinnas necessary to comacom-
plete suchauch canalednai or ditch shallshail bedebe de-
creased by thethet estimated value of suchlands previousbrevious to the leykand assess-ment of any tax
buseeEsSecfreseesec 13 where thetho streams to botboitaken out for irrigation purposes come
fromfro countiesC otheroiher than the one inohpwhichIN the district is situated butwhere there arearc no existing claims tothe water and where no individual orsettlement willwiil be injured thereby thenthe power of said irrinirrigirrigationpation district Ishereby extended to said other county
insomuch20M h as said extension maybenecessarye 4 7 ffortoror the construction of damsto ttturnra ththe waters and ditchesditelies or
canals with all necessary appurte-
nances as may bobe necessary to convey
the same to where it is to be usedseoseqsc 14 where lakasinkelake or ponds innatural basins have outlets whereor
such can be made by dams across hol-lows ho-lloslowslos such lakes or ponds may bemusedbe usedasyas reservoirs to store water forlandafor landslying on lower levels and the peoplepeo pieof any irrigationirrl aaion district may underthe provisions of this act constconstructmetsuch artificial or useiise such natural ba-sins for irrigation sest provided
the waters ofdf such lakes or ponds arorein nond case to be raised by dams orotherwise so as to interfere with ordamage settlers upon the margin there-of

secsee A15 upon the construction orpartial construction of any canal ditchor reservoir contemplated in this act


