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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

FROM DARKNESS INTC LIGHT.

—_—

BwEET GUn, Tenn.,.Oct. 15, 1895.

Feeling romaew bat inciined by tbhe
gplrit ot truth winieb I bave recelved,
I desire to wrlte & letter for publicaiion
thal the world may %koow, and ‘more
especially tbe Elders wbo may read it,
that the go(d seed is helny sown, apd
tbat some at lessl haws fallen In goed
ground and is brioging forth frait unto
righteousnese. And now tbe malu
topic whlob I wiil write about is
“from darkoess unto lgoy’ or my
experieuce from or out of Beciarisniem
into 1be glorious light of the true (Go:-
pel of Jesus Chriet, ae tlAUght snojent-
1y.

I have from my Youtb beep religiou:~
1y incljped, snd have [or & humbet of
years stood fdeptified with (the
Cbristlao cburch, comnionly oalled
the Cambellite oburch, and I
iully believeu them 10 be right.
I velieved them 10 be apostolle iu
origlo, io teacbiog, and in practice;
wnd how L liveu eo long in thatchureb
sod did wot diecover my milsiske |}
kuow wnot uvless it wustbat no one
bud buen senl with & message of divipe
truth to me. 1 wae perfectly con:
tented spd happy. sltbough T {elt thas
there wae yet somelhipg lackiog; bu)
I could compare our dootrine with the
Bible apd there fiod that we taught
fuilb, repentunce and baptiam by im:
metelon, just like Lthe A posties 4l wuv
thut waa as farse we went, Butl
tbank my beavenly Fatber Lhat Lbe
glorivus Gorpel light bas shown iuto
my bearl, and 1 thaok Him foranu
pralve 10w yuy I raw o Mormoo Elder,

I bave beard ot the Mormons nearly
all my life; beve besrd ol tbem heing
kill d, snu of being tarred abd featb-
ereu, nnd driven aboul and though
thal was ail right. But [ am bow
resdy [0 sdmlil tbat tbhey were Lbe
true messongers of trutb.

About two yeurs sgo two Mormon
Eiders cawe Lo our couoly, aod tbey
stsyed oll night with one of my peigb-
burs. The . exi morulng my oelgbbor
cuiue over Aud staled that there wap a
gouple of prescheis al his bouee abnu
thut tbey wanled (o preach in cur
oburch oouse. I weked what kiod of
pteachers, HBald be, “Mormooe,”> [
objected ut first, but afterwards Qo: -
senteu;, 80 l0ut night they preacned,
and right then sud there 1 rroeived a
mere apark of light Lhal showed me
just where 1 stouvd. I sfierward in-
vited tbhem to my bome. They gave
merome 1r: 0ta v reau, after which 1
rexd the Vuice of Warsiog, then Orsou
Proli’s works, whion fuliy couvinceu
me (bat they were ilndeed and in (rath
meon of God with » measage of iifs anu
galvaliobD,

o the 2od day of June, 1895, my.
peit aud wife, with three ulbere, wonl
dowu lpto the waler and were baptize:
by woe naviog autlbority, and touay [
teel bappy. The mere spatk of light
whioh frst dawned upou My Visiou
hes zrown brighter aod brighter, any
my knowledge or d{¥ine trubh grows
atrouger wod scroncer, and I trust win
contle e to grow more bright uniil the
perfect day. Before I bucame a Lattes-
dny Bajut, { luvestigaled the ductrine
tuught by ibein Bpu cumpared It with
tie Bible, aud [ found everything io
complete barmouy with the Bible; and
I eny bddly now thal there s nola
mau in this wide world that osan aflack

spoleolly, they ory ont

Mormunism (so calleu) and come out
successfully, Whneu they ovetthrow
the teachiogs of the Latter.day
Sainte, they will bave te do it
o7ith some other book besldes the Bihle;
for when Jesur Cbhriat sald tbess algne
sbould folluw them thst belleve, He
std not place any Mmit whateverupon
this promire. Beotarianism says Lheve
-igoe shall only follow them Uhut be.
lfeved nwuder those anclent A poatles,
Avd when Paul raye *A ud God hath
set some Jo tbe Chureb, first Apostles,
aecoouarily Prophete, thirdly Teachers,
alter that miracles, then gifts of heul-
inge, helps, governmenis, diversitles uf
tonguee;’* and agalp, Epbesians lv, 11,
*Apd He gave some A postler, anu
some Frophete, and some Evangelicts,
and ecme paeiots and teashers;’ and
then lells 08 plaioly {or whal purpuec
they were placed Lbhers, and how lon,
abey abuuld Jastl—when man comes
along and tells us these thin:s are
all done away, thal there ir
n0 further need of them; aou
wben an bhumbie Elder comes along
and teaghes the Guspel sa taugbt
‘t{ajve teach-
aers, dejusion.’ But I thank God tbhut
some of the pe: pie ure beginuing t

wee Lhe benulies of the true Gospel, and
ere Jong will obey it,

L beilleve the Gospel of Jerua Cnirtes
will accomplleb that for whbich it was
sent, snd none can prevent jt. [ ues
pleoty of peisecullops, [riends forsak-
ipy me, bul ail this only strengiben.
my falth, sod I feel tbalthe more I
am perseculed, the stronger I grow,
aod 1 fewl to sympatbhize with thouse
who spesk agaioat us tor I know they
afe Bygbling ngalpet God. May G ¢’
blesainge attend sll the honest in beart
ls my prayer. W. J, RUGERS,

HORACE B. OWEN'S EXPERIENCES.
Artl-

WouDRUFF, Navajo Coubnty,

Zuna,

I seat o ysell to write ycu a few lines
Lo grve B short story ot myereil, I wae
vorn o Mereer counly, Pennsy vaula,
vb the 231d usy of June, 1813, Ay
that time the Gospel c«me lo ua. My
athel’s Iamily were Hving io Porlage
county, Oniv, [t was brought &y
Lyman Wigtt spd Johu Whitmer. 1
wai prepared jur the Goapel and en,-
uraced il al orct—Bylveater Hule:
-wye it was vn the Zou uey of Marocb,
1831, [ wusebaptizey atlbhe pame [1m
toat his motoer was. Tue anuw wn.
1o wie about a loot deep. I was tye
fret of my fatber?s (atnily to embracs
Ine Guepes,. lo the spring the wbol:
Whitwer family came {fom the sluie

! New Yuri—smungst the rest Jusept
came, nod they sBlopped 10 odr seibie-
ment., Jueeph siayed thers awhif-
aud ihen 1o the spriug mivved oves
inte the opext lowuebip wews . Ihe
Dams ol the lowhship where we liveu
wub Nejson; the vame uf the towushij
tuat Juseph went to wug Hyrum. H.
moved 100 the bouse of Fatber Jotue -
-ub BOU It waB Wbile be was l1ving al
Faitber Jonvosou’s that he tock a triy
wesl and located Jacks=on county. This
was in 1831. KEarly ib 1832 our branoct
moved Lo Mizaour:. My Iatber Jucaie
nie family aboutl lweive oilieB WeBL
vut eventunily moved into Indepen-
dence where we were living at the
vme that tbe brethren guve up their
arwe, I was a boy at the timeso
wae oot with them—jl was abuut voe

«nd a bulfmiies west of [ndepenve oe
wuere Lhe 1nclident ocourred aud they
augreed to leave the county. The mob-
passed rtight by our bouseand I waw

L. W, Boggs in the rauks with bls .

gun ou his ehouluer—be was
jeutensnt-goveruor ul the time, The
tretbren tbhen moved over the river
1oto Cluy county aod from there we
moved tu Far West, Caldwell counly.
YWe gtayed there uuti) the mob roae aa &
-tate, and L. W. Bogye as guveruor
ordered us to Jenve, T ev we wenl
ver inte Illinoie. 1 waa married in
Nauvoo in the fail of 1845 toa ¥y uug
womuno by the pume ol Hally Ann
Layoe, I workeu for a mano by the
vame of J, . Lee. He ngreed to take
me to Call.orols—tbet wss Lhe place
weé v Xpecled Lo go to; but #ben he got
me us tar as Piegah he set me down
tbere. From tuerel went dow. loto
Misouri Aud stayed there until § got
a0 outfit of my own, This was in
1852, aud tben I came to the Vailey.
I buve worked mors or lessou tour
Jdiftereut Templer, and now L bave got
down juto Arizona »nd 1 am ap poor
tbet 1 expect I will have (n remsin
bere—I csvnol go soy furtber,
HoRACE BURR OWENS.

IN THE SNOWFLAKE STAKE.

TAYLOR, Navwjo o, Anz.,
Octuber, 18, 1595,

Op Beptember 14 & smull compuuy
atarted irom thelrreagective homen nnd
met #t Bt, Juseph un the Bubbath and
allended Bunday echool aud meeitug.
There wers 0f the presidency of the
~take L., H, Hatobh and Juarph H.
Ricnarys. Alsv Emwa B. Bmub of
the Reliel Bociety, a..d Saitbh D,
Rogsrs wbu fepreseuted the Buuday
seopols and Yuoupg Men’s Muotuals,
GQuod fomiroolions were givou Lo the
people of Br. Joeepb, who Lieated ns
just aa well as luey cuuld. HSeplember
18 we etarted ou the journey Lo Tups, s
Jigtspow of Lwo huudred miles, Qur
cumpuny consisted of five men, four
wumen nond buby Roy. We wete pro-
vided with eight horses agd [wo
wagone, plenty of provisl na auu
plenty of walermelone, to 1ast the en.
tire trip, thangs to the ;oo f0)ke ot St.
Joaseph,

Tue firal mortning Klder Ricbhards
was lojured s0 badiy by & houree kick-
ing bim tbat be was compelled to go
bsck nome, whi:ch we aly regreited very
mucw, Qur company was Ofgan zed
with caplain, chapiaio sud choetisier,
We EanDg bhymne every eveulng aod
uflered prayel mOruiog sou evenl g,

-

We arfived in Tuba tbe eveuving

vof Hepilember 2nd. Baturdey, wnd
i Supday Elder Hoateb uud company
Deld severnl Meetivgs siod bada pje.e-
aul tmwe with the peuple of Tuba ward,
Fbey are blested wilb a buunhial
barvest of rruil sou gralo; Biaanop
Briokerh« fl, wilh Lhe aid of vis buys,
raisey 1,275 bustela ot woeat,

Heplember L3rd we weul as far as
Mowanhy aod heid b evening mewt-
iox, wele gievied wilth gouudlreatment
daring our enotire alay io this lsuluted
region. LI reaily sremed l1Ee up ousis
1o the desert,

Beptembper 241h — Btarled toward
bome, when betweéen len aud eieven
¢’cluck 8 wbeel of Bro. Rogers?s wagon
itoke cumpletely Jvown. Broibers
Hateb and Rugers took the broken
wheel and went back to Mowsbby, &



