“We see Oakes Murphy befure a
congressional commities, advising
them to deprive the Mormoens of Ari-
zona of their right to participatein the
affairs of gnvernmentin this territory.
and knowing the gentleman well, we
are forced to ask why he seeks to per-

otuate this wrong, In the town of

desa, sixteen miles from the capital of
Arizona, is what is termed a Mormon
sottlement, and contains a population
of probably one thousand souls, and a
more law-abiding, thrifty litile com-
munity does not eXist in the west.
They pay their taxes, obey the laws,
maintain public schools, ciltivate the
Boil and liveas virtuous and honorable

lives as does Mr. Murphy or any of his |

Iriends. )
“They do not either practlee or

ﬁreach polygamy, and, as far as
nown, their only crime is that of be-
ing Democrats, a8 a rule., Asa ques-

tion of their standing with the people
of this county, we wonld be willing to
wager their right of suffrage against
that of Mr. Murply's that any one of
twenty men of this reviled settlement
can defeat Mr. Murphy for any office
he may selecs, the Morm ns to ref1ain
from taking part in the elec’ion—in
other words, any one of twenty men
chosen from this setilsment stand~ as
well in the estimation of the people of
this county as does Oakes Murphy,
and the gentleman is popular m our
county also. We will challenge the
genileman to the oontest, and allow
the Repubiicang and Demmocrats of
Marigopa to express their opinion as
to whether those people ough: to be
debarred frotn votiing or not; and
leaving Mr. Murphy out of the ques-
tion, no unpariisan, thinking man de-
nies that the Struble bill now before
Congress, which has for its object the
disfranchising of those people, is un-
constibutional.

Under the precedents established by
the decisions of Congress, when deal-
ing wilh the “Mormon’ question, ac-
corrting to the declarations of the hest
constitutional lawyers who have ever
discussed that gnestlon m that body;
according to the admissions of the
ablest and most thoughtful journalists
that have treated upon the =ubject, it
would be a flagrant and dangerous
breach of the Amerivan constiiutivn
to deny a man the privilege of the bal-
lot because his retigious views or as-
soviations were objectionable {o the
majority. This proposition is element-
ary and any denial of its soundnesa
must arise from gheer ighorance uf
the nature and intent of the provis-
ions of the country’s basic law which
reiates to the matier, or from u reck-
leas disregard of the truth and conse-
quences, As this ignorance canhard-
1y be attributed to the members of
Congress, it follows that every one of
them who may vote for the Struble
bill will doso for the reason that he
prefers to break the organic law of
the land rather than permit the Mor-
moens to possess and exercise the
privilege of citizenship.

_

HUMAN EFFORT AND DIVINE
OVERRULING.

THERE is nothing better known to
the Latter-day Baints, connected

with the history and progress of the | causeof its prescience. Some minds
Church to which they belong, than | &re 20 constituted that they eannot,
the fact that the persecutions and | seemingly,distinguish the difference
trinls through which they have | between the gitt of foresight and the
the martyrdom of | performanee or prevention of the
Joseph the Seer were predicted by | things foreseen.

that great Prophet and repeated by

passed  since

I go foreghatlowed that the student of

| part

THE DESERET WEEKLY

his successors with further details.
We do not mean by this that svery
incident was specified and particu-
larized, but the general events were

Church history has had no occasioun
for surprise at any of the outrages
which have been committed, whe-
ther under color of law or vtherwise,
upen the Chuich and its faithful
members.

It is fully expected by the Elders
of this Chureh that the departures
from econstitutional priveiples aud
guaranties which have already
ecommenced will he continued, as
occasions permit and excuses can be
manpufactured, until the enpreme
law of tbe land will be entirely dis-
regarded, in so tar as it protects the
Latter-day Saints in their religious
liberties. And that thia contempt
for the restraints of that instrument
will increase until other people and
other interests will be affected, and
the Elders of this Church will,
at length, be instrumental in the
hands of Divize Provideunce in sav-
ing it from utter destruction.

All this may be treated with
that ridicule which arrogant
skeptice indulge in regarding
things held sacred by believers
But that will not hinder the course
of events nor prevent the fulfilment
of prophecy. Neither will it obstruct
the vision of those whose eyesare
open to the gradual unfoldment of
the plans and purposes of the Al-
mighty.

The scoffer, however, interposes
what he thinks is a logical and un-
answerable gnery, and wants to
know why if these things are “the
decrees of the Lord?? the Saints take
any steps to prevent them. He also
argues that any paper believing in
these predictions stultifiesitself,even
in expressing a hope that the legis-
lators and courts of the country will
take a different course.

In the first place a prediction ia
not a ‘‘decree.”” Foreknowledge is
not fore-ordination. Observation of
a present act or occurrence does
not imply responsibility on the
of the observer for that
act or occurrence. Perception of
the doings of men or npations
before they are done does not make
the seer a party thereto. A divine
or human heing who foresees an

evil does not become its author be-

In the next place, although a

man may believe that injustice and
wrong will be accomplished, he
would not be justified if e refrained
from doing all that lay in his power
to prevent or hinder its accomplish-
mevt. If he were to refrain, he
would to some exient share the
responsibility for the wreng effected.
It is the duty of every one to hin-
der or prevent evil if he can, and
also to point out the wrong so that
the perpetrators may be left without
excuse for their evil deeds.

It s also reasonable and right to
entertain and express the hope that
although offenses will come, persous
now entrusted with power and au-
thority will not commit them. And
every attempt at thelr perpetration
should be lawfully resisted and ita
charaeter and effects Le exposed.

It might as well be argued that
the Almighty, who knows the end
from the beglnning, is foolish in
forhidding evll when be foresees ita
practice, and crimiual in not pre-
venting that which he foresees.
Such logle is the conclusicn of ig-
norance and the reasoning of weak-.
ness or wickedness. 'The agency of
man is assured. God does not inter-

fere with its excercise. The good
and the evil are both before
all men. Each Individual takes
his choice. Natlons are individuals

aggregated. All are responsible to
the Bupreroe Being for their acts.
They are forbidden to do wrong;
they are told wha is right. Judg-
ment will follow sin as sure as effect
follows cause, To prevent wrong-
doing Ly force would deatroy man’s
agency and make him uo longer a
respongibie heing. Rewards and
punishments would have to be abol-
ished.

We belisve that the time will
come when ““ALL nations will look
upon Zion and say ‘let her be de-
filed,””* But we consider it the
duty of every son and daughter of
Zion to rmaintain the right, warn
the world, protest against Injustice,
put forth the truth though the
floods of error and falsehood may
geem to be overwhelming, and’
struggle to the end of mortal life in
resistance of that which is wroug,
even though they may know that
their efforts will not be presently
successful.

The Latter-day Saints do not live
simply for today or for this world.
‘They know they are in elernity and
that eventually truth will eome up-
permost and finally justice will be
done. Therefore they will stand
for principle and strive against
wrong, whatever may be the im-
mediate result.



