surpas

s those who are the glory of |
iﬁis valley, and the pride of hu-

manity. ‘This  Regency, sir,
whom l have the honor to repre-
sent, is heaven’s fruit.  The mar-
tyr Joseph first bronght it "to the
=hqht of earth in the State of Illi-
nois. Moved by the same spirit,
_you_ sir, resuscitated it from  its
“smothered ashes, in this leley, af-
ter a hot pursnit, hike that of the
‘babe of 'Bethlehem, to a strange
‘Tand. - 1
Sir, it has been insinnated more
than once in this country, and in
“England, to me, verbally, and by
letter, for the last ten years, that
this people are not very partial to
“sound learning. Where are your
schools and academies? say they.
‘T'his insinuation, feliow-citizens,
15 alike ungenerous and unjust.—
“And I repel it indignantly as such.
‘It certainly comes with an ill
‘grace from those who give it cur-
“rency. It forcibly reminds me of
those Kgvptian masters who with-
held essential materials from the
«Hebrews, and tauntingly asked,
“*where is your quota of bricks?”—
No sooner have this people sought
‘o establish schools and multiply
the advantages® of society around
“thein, thay the spirit of lawless vi-
olence has cut their cords asunder
“and thwarted their plans. I bold-
Iy aver that this people have used
“the wost exemplary diligence to
‘establish 'and perpetuate valuuble
- schools,
carly period in-Ohio. As soon as
they could emerge from the stormy
- scenes of Missouri, one of their

Lirst eftorts in Mlinois was to ehtain,

“a charter for a University of
learning. And when house-burn-
iz and the sword drove them in-
to the wilderness, we see them, n
despite of tnpoverishiment, war &
banishment reviving their Univer-
. sity aud appropriating five thou-
sand dollarg annua'ly, exclusively
for education—a sum that would
Lave dove honor to an old, pepu-
lous, and wealthy state.  We nev-
er asked nor ebtaiaed any share of
the public tunds from Ilinols for
thie Nazuvoo University, although

 Phey did 1t at a very

every state has sought to hdnor
their parentage by bestowing upon
their literary ofispring a rich lega-
cy, sufficient at least to buy acra-
dle aud some handsome clothing
for mfaney.

- But one reason for onr mudesty
or-sagacity in not, asking funds of

the states may be partly learned
-from the Lion, Bzar & Fox, which

reads virtuplly alter this mauner.
‘I'hose three  anumals, travelling n
company, had occasion, to divide
aturkey for their dinner. 'The
Lion, acting as master of the ban-
quet, dwulud the turkey into three
parts and asked the bear to choose.
‘The bear very naturally chose a
goodly portion ; bat the lion, per-
ceiviug the choice, as readily dis-
paiched both the bear and the por-
tion he had chosen. He next
asked Reynard, the fox, to choose.
But Reypard, observing the sad-
den fate of his compamon, shook
his head and politely told the lion
to take the whole, and forthwith
made a cautious and' rapid eseape
to the wilderness,

When the State of Illinois gave
us three goodly charters, we frank-
Iy and nusnspectingly used two of
themn ; first, under the city char-
ter, we used the habeas corpus
privilege to protect. our citizels
against bogus writs, and kidnap-
pers ; and, 2nd, under the charter
of the Nauvoeo Legion, we boldly
resisted mob viclence; for doing
which, both charters were destroy-
ed by dint of power, and the
promient aclers  Wiho, proeured
them, murdered in cold bload,—

‘The balance of our people, seeing’

the fate of the two eharters and
their precurers, medestly waived
all elaims under the third charter,
and made a good and hasty rotreat
to the wilderness.

Agaia sir, 1t 1ll becomes those
who beast of the Faterary Iusti-
tations of maodern Christendom, to
deal out insinuations about our
lack of schocls,

We are willing to compare onr im-
provement mth theirs, notwith-
standing the many stormy. con-
vulsed zeenes which our history

records. ‘They may indeed have

aequired a better title to the appel-

lation of book-worms than we have

done : yet, if maturity of judge-

ment, accumnlation of wisdom, an

‘inetéase ‘of fortitude and patmnce

and the powers of self-support and
of the apirit of laudable enterprise
are of any weight in the ‘s¢ale of
mprovement, then we can ont-
weigh thetn in o twinkling, Ma-
ny of their most learnied meén, are
specimens of learned igncranee.

‘Poctor Mitchel of New York was

of this class. The learned Pro-
fessor of Oriental Literature in
New Haven College, Conn. is an-
other specimmen.  When the latter
was told that the werd Mormon
meant 1n the reforined Favptian
language, more good, he denied it
at the same time descanting large-
ly upon his acquaintarce with nu-
merous ortental languages.,  And
when it was proved to him from a
Celtic Lexicon that the Celtic lan-
guage justified such a mea: in , he
dodged the ra
that the Lexicon wis wrong
Sir, this gﬂnerﬂtim] THE r.:.mtin-
ued to grow, intellectually weaker
frora the beginning.  The sclools
have darkened the light of iitel-
lect and inereased this wesaliiess.
What a distinguished professor of
New Yark has ;ruvcd coicerning
the weakness and depreciation of
modern Goveruments: 1s egually
true of the schools.  'T'he schools
are truly dark lanterns without
auy certein hghty, and their pro-
fessors aud teachers generally
Llind guides; pusitlanintous priests!
{ they have any clam to ern-
gitton, 1t 1s located outside of the
pale ‘of common sense, and like
iheir Ged it has no body or ports
or centre.  Their best apolog ry for
shailow seuse, is, that cornon
change, an ebsent mind. 'T'lus
s ccraiion cuereney, where busi
ness aind good sense are in reguis
tioti.  "Their eruditicn s so pro-

found, as to absorb atd obliterate

all vood sound common sense.—
Avd such an erandite metepsion i3
citen proud of the namative of put-
ting ot his boets betore his brecehi-




