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<quent sorties and after
tuelr fire wooid returns
Agualn, they would thrust thelr guu
barrels torough the esuow which lay
deep upon the. hanke above loem,
and’ woold momentarlly ralae their
heads high enougzh to take mim and
disobarge their hroadsidea &l their be-
#legers. They fuought eo stubbornly
that all efforis to dislodge them ior s
tlme proved futlle, In the battle Jo-
soph Higbee wee killed and severs]
otners of the attucking force wounded.
‘The mev who  participated in thie
daring exploit were (General R, T.
Button, Lot Bmith, James Foerguson,

delivering
ts oover.

John B, Muordock, Epbraim K.
Hsnke, A.J, Pendlieton, Oreoa K.
Whitney, Barney Ward, Henry

Johoeon and [sbham Fiynn, Toe Aoajg
ofl srls ol the whitese Lo romt the red
med were of the most ekllful spd
beroio character.

“In §863," contlaued Mr. Murdock,
4] hecame & "lahorer ip Pariey’s Io-
dian miselon, ue 1t was theo oilled, in
southern Utabh, My work waes among
fhie Pledes and I purtislly learned thelr
Jangusge. Buccees among them,
tbough, wag o! the Indifereol kinu.
They were ali right aslong as we coulu
feed nod ¢lolbhe them. When we
gouldnt*i they wWere aill wrong.

“In 18567 I msde two rouod Lrips
from SBsit Lake to [ndepeodence, Miss
acurl. [o both onser [ carried B Jarg.
.amount of mall and imrortant
papers to B J frem President Youny,
The lust trip of this year has heso oon.
Aldered a marvel of early time travel-
ing and js twlked of to tnisdey. 1
ieit bere on July lat and reagheu [n-
depenvenne, Misscurlin fitieen travel-
Jng days, ['hie distance 1 1,200 miles
abhd Wae covered withtbree cuanges

of spimile. It was gertainly =
phevomensl wooderlaklng for those
vays sad It required wisdom mnd

judgmenl to do il
bered tnai{ we hnad pelther bay nor
grain for our horses those Limes, It
wae gras' feed culy from ous enu
of the joorney to tbhe other, We nao
six meo jo Lha palty sod onr melhod
ot traveling westhls way; We would
#atarl out each moroing at the firat
slgn of dayhresk mnd piake about
twenly mlles, when we would atop for
«sirenkfast and turo the nnimals ont Lo

grass, Our reet would be tor a couple
~ot beurs. Then we would
hitobup &sgesin and drive twenty
miles for dinzer spd have abonl
lwo hours meofle io whioh
to grsze onr enimals sod rest our-
aelves, Then wounld come & twenty-

mile drive ler supper apd sDOLher rest
+Of n conple of hourse when we wonld

make anotner twenty mile drive into

tne darkness of the night. The driving
“was vory hard of cenfee, bul undwer

the oircumstaboer We took the best

possible care -of our horses and div
TemArkahbly well.

“But in 1858 [ mede a bLetter shorv
record than the one 1 huve Just men-

tioned of 1,200 mlies by vehiole In Af-
teen daye.
X left bere with Colonel Kave unu
Captain Egan forOmsba, We

day with the ssme animals sog
Teached the banks of the Milwouri lo
Jual twenty-one days. Onp the retorn
irip was when I made the hard ride
juet reierred to. I was oartyiog a
“wary importamt psackage for President

It must be remem-

I wiil tall you of it later.
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eled by wagon and made fifty mlios »

Young and it wae imperstive that I
sbould get it to him mre spesdlly as
poesible and 1 uld my best. [ oame
froma Fort Bridger to Balt Lake, 115
miles 0Vel & rongh country io exactly
tweoty-‘our hours riding the eame
noree the entire dletance, HMe was
a hlgoded animal—s heantiful sorrel,
I called Painter that 1 haa bought the
yonr before. He etood the trip eplen-
didly though he was getling very
tired wben I rode iuto town wod de-
itvered my meesags to the Presldeni,
Bui he came Lhrough 1t all right and
lived to do service long siter thal,

- ] did not oroes the plalor again un-
141 1861, In which year [ took a Uburon
irain of fifty wagons to Florence lo
bring baok emigrsbhte and sDfe
plies, Otber tesme acocmpanied
the - tratp: They were tesmes of
merchante and privaie parties
wno fell in  lLine tc eeoqule
tne plolecticn our numhbera aff :rded.
The next three succeeslve years [
wade similar trips. Liste in the searon
or 1868 I went to Jissramle aud pllots
ed another emigrant tralp to Salt
Liake. This was the lagt trein of the
teesaon snd the last trip [ made. **

AwnBed lo Darfraie some partioular in.
cldent of adventure of hls experience
1ver tue Plslne se a pllotl of Ploneer
expeditions, Mr. Murdock ratd: *Dur-
lug coe of our quick trips to Indepenu.
ence jo 1857 we wmet 8 war pariy ot
forty Cheyenne Indians oo Plom creek,
a cribatary of the Platle. Our escape
irom sunihilation I huve alwaye re.
garded as Providential, We onserved
Lhe Indians kome distance bhefore we
csme direclliy upon them, hnot su pposrad
at fOret thal they werea ttoopot Uolted
Btates cavalry. We were travellng
very fast and as we dfew up to them
we obsetved thal they waere heavily
armed snd had on thelr war pajnt and
teathere. They were very solicitous
that we should atop, but I commanded
the hdys o keep gning at all
bezzsfde, and Llbey dJdid a0, while
[ knwing tbe fondness of the Indisn
for tvhacoo took up an armful of the
weed and gave Jt to the oblel Lo dis-
tribute among bhin braves. Wa werle
outnumhbered greally, ou"™ party oom-
prising bul gix men, while Lheirs was
mede up of more than forly savaige
'warriore. In additlon to mysell oar
party consisced of Benfemin Hampten,
Jobn Mackey, Ami Jackmun, Horace
Clark and Johu Kerr, Five of us be-
iongedlo the Y, X, company({Brigham
Young's express compsany), Mr. Kerr
represented Kinosde & Bell, the well
Evown Balt Liake meccbsnie nf that
day and was iravellng with us. Mr.
EKerr had $60,000 io gold and sliver
with bim waloh ne was taking to Bt
Liguls tor deposit. But tor an scotdent
ne wounld have lost all this and we cur
Iives. The nccident 1s whbat I referred
to as-baving miwaya legafded as belng
Providentis). When within about
300 _yasds _oi tbe Indians, Mr. Kerr
socidentaily dirobarged his double
parreled sholgun through Lhe cover of
one of our wagome, We hsu three
snoch and al]l were light spr ng sffalrs.
The report weas loud snd sDalp ADd
prought the kndians to 4 stand suil 1o
short oraer, A Lolam ool eqDare Whae

The Indians immed.ately osme to Lhe
'concluslon thst wll of onr wag.
ons wore Hllsd wilh ermed mea
'conoefled oehjnd the oovers, ready

vlown thrcugh the tep of the cover.|:

to opeu fire upou them and they
wele acooldingly disvoncerted asnd
althongh they beld & o wpoll, evl-

‘dently with a vlew Lo atlsoking use,
and recovering thelr lost cpportunity
we drove raepidly on for 35 miles
withoot stopping, and lhus pot onr-
relves safely beyond their reagh, It
wad A very cloge orll, und one [ wijl
never forget,'?

In 1856 Mr, Mordoock figured ocgn-
spiomoueiy as the leader of a relief
party for anotber Bait Lake party thet
had. gone to the armslsnce of ap
emigrant train oo the  Piatte,
TCue latier parly was caught In the
abow on lhe eaet atde of the Big Moune
taln, The dariite werse uncommonly
deep and the weatber bitjug cold. To
Mr. Murdock and bis party was de-
puted the tremendous task »f breaking
u brall over the Big Mountsin. They
worked very hard believing as lney
did thet it meant lite or dealh to theip
irlends beyond. Finally lbe traj]l was

broken aud the party pulled over
throagh the great ook in the
snow, Thie cut, says Mr. Map.
dook, wag 8o aeep that

wheo s pole was pul acfoss the charm
~—high covered waygons psseed eeveral
et beneath Lhe hauks heiog fourteen
(eet high oo eliber side, But lthess
arfe oniy » few out of many thriiling
scenes whioh go to make up the lite
uf Mr. Murdook,

1o 18684 Mr, Murdook went to Beaver
county 'snd tovk chalge of the sodiesl.
astical sflsirs there ss presiding
Bishop, Liater he was made president
of the Btaze s poeltion he held untjl
inree years sgg. He hae aileo heen
prominently assgolated wilh Lhe mur-
cantite Rpd meuulacturiog interests
of southern Uinh snd wap 8 memher
of the Constitutional Convention of
Utab.

IDAHO WEATHER,

The mooth of April openel with
freezing night lemperatores, dally
tbaws nnd ocoasional light snow op
rsin, gradually changing iuto warmer
with lees precipitation; ny the middie
vt the month mlid and seavonshle
weatber prevajled, theee conditions
existing until the beginniug of the
last deosde when Traln mnd ocogler
weather ware generally over the Biate;
the jalter part of the moocth gave
generally olear and warm days with
cucl nights, frost coouring o many
places. Much of the winlersnow whas
stil) present in the ¢ceniral wnd sonth-
ensiern eeciions during the firat hmif
of the month, but wt the eud of the
period 1t wae confined prinolpally lo
the mcuntains und toothllls.

The ecll uuring the grester part of
the month wes toc wel for plowlaog
but, bowever ite coodition would per.
mit, plowing, seeding and gardening
progfessed rapldly, and in soite omees
ail orops ware_in the groung oy the
8)ih. Buch ocrope as had mppeared
abova the ground wers ln thriving
condition; fruit trees were budding
and grass and lucern sprouting well.
The racges wefe genefmily o exos)-
lent condition, nod mocn alock was
wroed cut during the last week,

‘he mean temperature for the Biata
wne 43.9 degrees, $1 degrees warmar
thay Avril of lsst year., Mean maxi-’
lmum 57.8; mean minimum 80.2; thel
:hlghan meal Monthly temperaturs




