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[REFPORTED n¥ ARTHODR WINTER.]
leased t»have the privitege of
mger::;Igpwith tbe Ssinte1n Uzden once
again, ap I bulieve th'e is only the
gecond or third: time that I bave bad
the pileasure sioce I returned home
afier an absence 0f BlX OF BeveD yEeArs.
I want to spsak of one or Lwo little
thipgs that bave beeD brought to my
mind here and At Othef ll;lﬂcﬁﬁl, zll;lct;
ble to some o b

I\?;zldb;kgr?omgan the attention of the
cougregation, especially the Bishops,
to the moue of adminlstering the
gacrament, The book of D.ctrine ang
Covenants tenches us that the Elder
or Priest who admlioistars t.‘he BACIB~
ment “ahall kowvel with the Church.”
Brfowie it & st Ml o
14 jnapplopfiaie, : -
grggz:]ilgnltu 'k‘:mei while the hlessing ia
heing arked wpon the hread and upon
the water. The ool ueien BANJ uoise
lucident to kueeling and rising agaiu
would be Inapproprlate. Busides, the
conetruction of our meeting houses uod
the nize of Lhe congregations generally
would be rather impracticable with
thal practiced. But there is nothing
that I know of that would make it in-
appropriste for the Elder w bo naks the
biesging to koweel, as the word of the
Lord requires. I have unoticed iu the
Tabernaote in Salt Lske City, where
probhshiy the example should be
ael, that the Hishope who
ask the blessings oD the hread
wod the water do #o stunding
upun thelr teet, and I see that the same
rule applies here. I bave spoken to
Brother Shurtiyff io relativo to the
matter, and be assures me that in the
future an example will beset in this
and thore Who adminieter the

regard
pRorament will kneel when asking the
Dlessing, . Itis pot thal this form 1s

abeolutely essential to the acceptance
of this pruinance hy the Liord; bucit is
ju Accorgance with the word of the
Lord which was given for our guld.
ance; nud where It is pos_lb]b to follow
the written word,iu the apiritin whion
it ie given, it is always better to do so.
Indeod, by doing 8o we will avold a
serlous wrong Lbat might eventually
Erow out of a uieregard for Loe rules
that the L,rd hap established, for 1t
might lesv to & chanyliDg, 1o some ex-
tent, of the ordinances of the bouse of
God. It is meceseary t:'“ W‘:' shou.d
pay pro ratientiou aud care Lo ocurry-
ing (I;util,l.;e purposes of the Lord in
the manner which He lias revealed.
ApJ this may be exteuded tu other
matters of our religion. Une of the
charges brought againyt the children o
Isruel, any mentioned hy tbe prophets
in the lstter times, was that ‘*‘they
bave travegressed the laws, changed
the ordinnuce, hroken the everiasting
covenant.’”” 'That ls really the com-
plajut against the world today, aud it
is Dot rpest that we should ioudulge in
any such thinge,

Apother matter whiuh bas attracieu
my attention cunsiderably of late, and
on which I have reflected sowe, 18
the apparent Jylsregard by our people

generally of all speciea of piety. In
the world the peuple ns a rule
shuw forth their religion by their
forms of piety; and wmany of the
Liatter-day Hainte who bave beeun
gathered from the world had

become so sickened with these torms ot
plety that it looks to me nuw as though
they bad laid the fomndation tor the
other extreme. Whilel do not belleve
it necessary for persuns woo love the
Lrd, and who have recelved the testi-
mouy of the Bpirit of God Iu their
hearts, to go abhoul with a heavy
cvuntensnce,l du thipk that we ahoulu
vold eacled that whien God bus pro-
pounced escreu, 'I'be Lautler-day
Baints canuot be truthfully accused ui
the corimes that are prevalent in the
world. Of course, they are wrongful-
ly socused ol & gresl many thiugs; but
when it comes Lo accusing Liatier-day
Saints o! belng dishouest, indolent,
iazy and vuthrifty, they are charges
that cannot be suatsined.
not thriftiess, they are not lodolent;
but they are 1udgusatrivas, frugal, sober,
baurdworking, bonest Aud bonorable.
Phey eertainly caunot accuse us of
being guilty of the grosser crimes
whbich exist io the worly. We osnnut
be called a people who patronizs
raloons, or plices or gaming, or auy
otherdisreputable places,bevause we ab-
hor these thinpgs. We ure comparatively
free from these crimes aud aboming-
tion® which exiat to auch an alarming
extent in the world. There are true
fruits «f genuipe religlon. When you

Bee a people Lnat Bre Juduatrious, sover,’

hoaest aud virtuous, apd this s thelir
genersl eharacter, then you see a peo-
ple in whom the irulta ol true religlon
abvund.

Although we are not gullty of these
grosser oftlevses, it 18 paiutully appar.
entio many places Lbhat the Liatter-day
sSuinis bave leaped wo far the other
way frum the forms of piety
now existing ion the world that they
have almost descended into = Jlsre-
gard for many thinge that are sacred
and boly in the sight of Gou. 'This
shouid wnot be. ® Partsking of the
sacrament uf the Lord’a supper ls a
very solemn thlug, and one that
we shou.d ohserve with the gresteai
poseible care. We should do it o a
manaerthat will ke accepilahle to the
Lord apnd not bring upon ourselves
condemnation. [t was said by Paul
that many of the Balnts in olden times
were weak and aickly, and many slept,
becauss of theirdisregard of thissacred
principle. We are familiar,I presumes,
with the requirements the Lord has
made of us in relation to thie matter
and the object He bad in view 10 estab-
lishing this principle amongst us. It
was 1hal we might partake of it in
rememhbrance of Him, sud by 20 dolug
witness unto bim that we Jo remern-
oer Him, and that we are willing to
keep the commandments which He
has given unto us, that we may aiways
bhave Hls Bpirit to be with us. It
seeme 6 very simple tuing indeed to
pertake of u morsel of bhread an.d drink
a littie water; very different from the
offering of butlocks, of lamks and goate,
etg., as the children of Iesrael had tu
do; for this luw of saclifice was esiab-
pebed 1u anclent times in order that
he people might bear lu milud the
great sacrifice that was to be made fur
the redemption of the world, But
Jeaus fulfilled the law in His death and
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resurrection, and in lieu ot the ancient
pagrifice He hus eatablished Lhis simple
oryinance of pariaklug of hread and
wipe {or water) lo memory of Him.
The trouble is, we often pariake of the
saorament without any particular
regard (o the objeot thereof, and it
appears to be pecessary from lime to
time to call the attention of the Liatter-
day Baints to this mutter, While the
Liord does not ask that we shall go
ahout wilh asorrowlful countenauce, to
mourn and lament that we are most
miserable sinners, apd that there is no
good iu ua, eto., as some of the worid
do, yet He does require that we shall
obactve this ordinance which He hae
eatablished, and that we do it with
cleat bunds and pure hearts.

W hat should we do before partaking
of this sacrament? We should look
into pur soula And see whether we
have uny unforgiveness there toward
auy of our tellow creatures, especially
toward any ol the housebuld of faith,
Have you any bitlerness in your heart
toward your birotber or your sister, or
apy of mavkinu? If you bave remove
that bitterness and repent of the
wenkDess by which that hitlerness has
fouud a resting-place within you, and
remove it from your heart. Harbor it
uvt 1m your spirit; for it ie evil. It
corrupts us to allow the epirit of hatred
or aplmosity to tind a resting-place lo
our svuls. Therefore we should not
partake of this asgrament with such
feelings in cursoula. We should for.
give those who trespass against us. We
should make peace with eur brother
und with our sister, and with all man-
kind, anJd establish pesce io our
hearts, sao thal when we come 10 the
house of Gou to purtake of Lbe sacra-
ment we may do it with cleau bands
and pure hearts before the Lord. In
aucient times the Baljnts partuok of the
sacrameunt us 8 matter of feasting, and
wiutted themselves, thua cbauging the
ordinance of the bouse of God. Tney
agsemhled with bitterness in their
hearts one toward another, and par-
took of the sacrameut without remem-
bering the true object of their dolngs).
The resuli wae, as FPaul told them,
many did it to thelr condemnpution and
hreught upon themselves sickness & nd,
in some cases, death,

Now, I do not desire to pander to
any kiod of superstitious feeling. We
ure uot a superstitious peeple. Ahove
all the people on the earth we ought
o be the miost free Irom geuper-
atition. I do Dot reier to the
words of Paul with the expeoctation of
awakening in the minde of uny a feel-
ing of supereiition in relation to this
mutter. All I desire is that we should
understand the truth as {t is. If God
bas lustituted thie, and bhas commanried
us to o it in remembrupnce of Him,then
there i an vbject io it that is of im-
poitance to the obildren of meo; and
Goud will pot hold intelligent men uud
women guiltless who willtnile with
even a Mutter that appears po ineiguif-
cant as this. We shouly be careful
about thie. And thiesame care should
iollow us tvroughout ull cur doinge in
the Churoh, Wnoy jsa this importaot?
[t is that we miay be instrumental in
bringivg to pass His purposes. He
zave speclsl commandments through
Moses 1p the chilureu of Israel,in order
that He might ruise up a peculisr, a
chowssu people, upon whom He mighbt
pame His puwe, and who would obey



