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THE

TWO AND A IIALF MILLIONS,

Two milllon five hundred thousand
dollars 18 the amount of the indebted-
ness of Balt Lake City, In round num-

bers. If the city contains 60,000 in-
habitants, each man, woman and child
owes nearly $42. The debt of a family
of six persons, husband, wife uznd
four ehildren, is about $250. Expressing
the average in another way, every mano
in the city who is the head of a fam-
fly owes $260 as his share of the debts
of the municipal eorporation. There arc
very many famiiles In the city who
own no taxable property, which fact
increases, In the ratio which those fam-
ilies bear to those who own property,
the indebtedness of the latter.

This jindebtedness s virtually a mort-
Fige on every plece of realty in the
city. Bhould the city's creditors be
forced to extreme measures, they would
procure an order of court commanding
the City Council to levy a tax on all
the property In the city for the purpose
of redeeming the clty's bonds, That tax
would be collected by selling the prop-
erty at auctlon, if not pald swithout
such sale, In other words, the clty’s
debt 18 & mortgnge on all the nroperty
in the city, and could be foreclosed
Bubstantially as other mortgages are.
Wherever there s a fallure to pay
the interesat on the bonds, proceedings
to enforce payment can be Instituted.

Last year and this the payments of
fnterest has been made. promptly
But In order to do this and meet other
Habilities, the eity has been obliged to
obtain an overdraft at a hank. To cap
the climax, the debt limit of the clty
is lived up to so closely that questions
constantly arlse as to whether a cer-

tain debt Iz not Invalld because be-
yond the city’s authority to incur.
Doubts of thizs kind have heen ex-

pressed In regard to an overdraflt at o
bank, and should they receive any de-
gree of confirmatlon ne hank would
extend such an accommodation to the
city, and bills and ealaries of the most
urgent and legitimate character would
g2 unpald. 8uch is the status for 1897.
with property often nassessed at a
higher valuation than it will sell for.

Next vear the city Iz peremptortly re-
quired by law to set aalde $50.000 ng s
sinking fund for the redemption of i«
bonds. This means lterally that the
city will be obliged to pay out $50.000
more next year than it has thls, un-
lesm running expenses can he reduced.
If there {8 not retrenchment In the
current expenses. the deficlt or over-
draft, which {e $25 000 this year, will be
$75.000 next year, And the elty's credit
will be greatly impaired If nothing
worse happens,

Now these are cold business facts.
There {s no politiecs In them. Nelther
the sflver 1ssue nor the tariff has any-
thing to do with them. In the face of
them what are the voters going to do”

What has brought to pass such a con-
ditlon? The extravagance and corrup-
tlon of partisan polities, and the nay-
ment of politieal dehts, have heen
among the chief factors that have
produced the general result, Do the
voters llke it? Do they want more of
it? Do they want this year's deficit of
226,000 increased to $75.006 next year?
Do they want a2 lot of political debts
pald at thelr expense? Do they want
the heeler remunerated out of the eity
treasury? Do they want vital Interests
confided to politicians regardless of
honesty or capability? If the voters
want themse things, they ought to vote
for one of the party tlckets.

But if the voters want an honest,
capable and consclentlous adminlstra-
tlon by careful and able business men;

EDITOR’'S COMMENTS.

If they want the city's affalrs manipu-
lated with skill and good judgment; if
they want strict economy to prevall,;
If they want no political debis paid at
their expense, let them vote for the
ticket from which the politlcilans have
heen rigidly excluded. Not a candi-
date on thaot tlcket has promised elther
a plase or # job to anybody. If elected.
not one wlll enter office with any po-
‘itical pledges to redeem, or any po-
itieal debts to pay. The suftragiats
should say by thelr ballots that politics
ind politiclans must have no place in
the control of this clty; but that It is
1 business proposition to be confided to
business men.

ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENTS.

The world hardly appreciates as yet
the greatness of the achievements of
Thomas A. Edlson. They are so stu-
pendous that A longer perlod of time

than has elapsed slnce they were
hrought forth s necessary to enable
people fully to realize their magnitude.
But great as are the triumphs of Edi-
son Iin subjugating to the control of
man the mysterious and potent forces
of nature. there is reason to believe
that they are about to be outdone hy
Nicola Tesla.

Tesla is undoubtedly a formldable
rival of the Wizard of Menlo Park in
the fteld of elecirical discovery and In-
vention. He haa for some months
heen laboring to perfect a aystem of
telegraphing without wires, which he
declares Will he entirely practicable,
and that distance Is not ar element of
difficulty In the solution of the problem.
A wave of electrical vihrations at a
eiven piteh is started at n given point.
The earth conduets the vibrations to
the point where the message is to be
received. and where an apparatus, at-
tuned to the vibratlons, will recelve
and record them.

One of his latest propnaitions is to
run a traln from Jersey ity to Chlea-
eo at the rate of from 100 to 160 mlles
ner hour. He insista that {t iz per-
feetly practicahle to do this hy meap=s
nf an alternating enrrent motor which
he has inventad. Tt was recently an-
nouneged bv the press that o company
was helng formed with a eapi-
tal of twon hundred milllon dollaras
*a  econstroet an elavated rallroad
hetwepn the pitlee named, on whieh
traten wonld he ron by the meana and
at the apeed sugceested. The track wilt

averaece phout eiecht feet nhove the
erovnd, ard whl he free fram sharn
rradfe ard curves,  Traina will pass

nver It with a minimbm amaunt of vi-
hration, pnd Tasln halds thot a anend
nf even 180 mfles poar hour wht occaslon
no dfscamfort to paasencera.

Teala la anid to entertain tha theorv
that eommunriention hetween thia earth
and other planeta, by means of sonnd
wavet, {a fearihle, Tn a Tate news-
naner Interview he s renorted ar sav-
Ing, In enewer to a4 onestian as to the
noesihility of communicating with
Mars,;

“That f= exactlv what T hone for, The
neonle af Mars must he InteMernt, and
If we gend sond waven., with Intervala
hatween the heats, they wil readlly
nndrratand that we are communiecating
the glenals to them. and our whnle aya-
tem of mnotation will at once hecome
ninin  to them. There Is hardly any
doubt phout this matter of eommunica-
tlon with Mars, and In a selentific
arnfe the tlme will be comparatively
ghort.”

The production of HUght without heat
is a problem to which Tesla has glven

much attention, and he talked abont
it as follows:

" *Now as to llght without heat. That
1= already accompllshed, but I8 not as
vet in practical use. You see here in
my laboratory this vacuum tube, which
{s vastly more economlcal than either
the arc or the Incandescent light. See,
I will turn on the current.’

"In an instant a bright, sort llght,
mellow as the light of a summer day,
fillled the room, and melted the
shadows.

"'"The fact of the matter i{s,” he con-
tinued, 'I have found the causes of the
loss of energy and have largely over-
come them. I ean mow deliver I0 per
cent of the Initial energy in a pure
white light, which has three times
the efliclency of the ordinary incan-
descent light. I have discarded my
old plan of vibration, as the machine
would not lnst more than a few hours
under that system., In fact, I have
found a better way and can start the
ether iIn the exhausted bulbs at the
rate of about 6,000,000 vibrations per
second, I expect to attain 60,000,000
I measure the wvibrations by my ear,
Just as a musiclan listena to his tun-
ing fork. You see, there 18 no direct
communicatlon betwken my copper
wilres and the exhausted tube. The
current pagses through the glass,

“fAh! you ark what the next de-
cade will bring forth. I do mnot
know. I only hope that hall
the ambltions I have will be
frujtful. I helieve they will. When
I know you shall know—the world

I want to see this great
force under control. I care not who
makes the discoveries. The mind that
unfolds the mysterles of the electrical
world descrves praise, and I believe
that with this forece nothlng I8 Im-
possible. What is to come will astound
us alfl. What has come is wtlll even a
mystery to many.” ”’

COUNTRY AND CITY.

shall know,

An exchange devoted to the interest
of farmers gives the timely advice ta
young boys in the country, who may
have a longing for the supposed ad-

vantages of big clty Ilife, to remain
where they uare and gain inde-
pendence by honest work on the farm.
It might have gone farther and sug-
gested to many of the city boys to
seelt the advantages of life {n the
country rather than to waste thelr
vears §n futile attempts at obtalning
an independent living where the com-
petitlon is most Keen.

The fact Is that to the average man
and woman the larger clties all over
the worid are about as Inviting as the
island of Roblnson Crusoe was to him.
If they manage to exist at all it is be-
cause Of the exerclse of constant In-
genuity and care. But many are
carried away by slcknesses traceable
to want. The "situatlons wanted” by
people who have '‘experience’' and
“good references” indicate the true
situation. He who has plece of land
and knows how {0 make it yield {ts
treasures 18 his own master., He Is
free from the tormenting questlon
where to get the next meal, or the
supply for the coming winter, Gener-
ally he fjs able to save up a few dol-
lars every year, at least Iif he lives
within his income.

To thoge who are conversant with
large elty life only from a superficial
contemplation of large bulldings,
paved streets, electric lights and the
abundance of amugrernents, it looks al-
lurlng. But the thousands of men and
women and children who never know
what It 18 to be free from the pangs of
hunger; whose lungs are filled with
the dust and smoke of the streets, and

whose ears know hardly any other



