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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

TWO AND A HALF MILLIONS

two million five hundred thousand
dollars tois the amount of the indebted-
ness of salt lake city in round num-
bers it the city contains in-
habitants each man woman and child
owes nearly 42 the debt of a family
of04 six persons husband wife and
four children is about expressing
the average in another way every marman
tniii the city who is the head of a ffam-
ily

am
owes as his share of the debts

of the municipal corporation there artare
very many families in the city who
own no taxable property which fact
increases in the ratio which those fam
illes bear to those who own property
the indebtedness of the latter

this indebtedness is virtually a mort-
gage on every piece of realty in the
city should the cites creditors be
forced to extreme measures they would
procure an order of court commanding
the city council to levy a tax on all
the property in the city for the purpose
of redeeming the cites bonds that tax
would be collected by selling the prop-
erty at auction if not paid without
auca sale in other words the cites
debt isin a mortgage on all the property
in the city and could be foreclosed

substantially as other mortgages are
wherever there is a failure to pay
the interest on the bonds proceedings
to enforce payment can be institutedlast year and this the payments of
interest has been made promptly
outbut in order to do this and meet other
liabilities the city has been obliged to
obtain an overdraft at a bank to cap
the climax the debt limit of the city
is lived up to soao closely that questions
constantly arise as to whether a cer-
tain debt tois not invalid because be-yond the cites authority to incurdoubts of this kind have been ex-
pressedcank in regard to an overdraft at a8bank and should they receive any de-gree de-
free of confirmation no bank would
extend such an accommodation to thecity and bills and salaries of the mosturgent and legitimate character would
go unpaid such is the status for 1897
with property often assessed at a
higheyhigher valuation than it will sell fornext year the city Is peremptorily re-
quired by law to set aside asaa atakingsinking fund for the redemption of itsitboldn this means literally that ohp
oft will be obliged to pay out
boft next year than it has this un-
less running expenses can be reducedif there toin not retrenchment in the
current expenses the deficit or over-
draft which tois this year will be

next year and the cites creditWM be greatly impaired itif nothingworce happens
now these are cold business factsahm Is no politics in them neithertbthe silver issue nor the tariff has any-thing to do with them in the face of

them what are the voters going to do
what has brought to pass such a con-

dition the extravagance and corrup-
tion of partisan politics and the pay-
mentmei ofef political debts have beenamong the chief factors that haveproceed tmthe general result do the

ilka tta do they want moreonmor of
itiary DO thy want this years deficit of

to next year
DO they want a91 lot of politicalaJ debtsat expense do they want

heeter remunerated out of the citytra wytW vodo they wanwent vital interests
to clans regardless of

CWca if2 the voters
busat thing they ought to vote
for of the party ticketsbut if ahr votersvaters want an honest

administra-
tion

pt
by burnembui neM men

if they want the cites affairs manipu-
lated with skill and good judgjudgmentment if
they want strict economy to prevail
iff they want no political debts paid at
their expense let them vote for the
ticket from which the politicians have
been rigidly excluded not a candi-
date on that ticket has promised either
a place or a job to anybody if elected
not one will enter office with any po-
litical pledges to redeem or any po

debts to pay the suffragists
should say by their ballots that politics
ind politicians must have no place filin
the control of this city but that it is
a business proposition to be confided to
business men

electrical developments
the world hardly appreciates as yet

the greatness of the achievements of
thomas A edison they are so stu-
pendous that a longer period of time
than has elapsed since they were
brought forth is necessary to enable
people fully to realize their magnitude
but great as are the triumphs of edi-son in subjugating to the control of
man the mysterious and potent forces
of nature there is reason to believe
that they are about to be outdone by
nicola tesla

tesla is undoubtedly a formidable
rival of the wizard of menlo park in
the field of electrical discovery and in-
ventionvention he has for some months
been laboring to perfect a system of
telegraphing without wires which he
declares will be entirely practicable
and that distance is not an element of
difficulty in the solution of the problem
A wave of electrical vibrations at a
given pitch is started at a given point
therhe earth conducts the vibrations to
the point where the message is to be
received and where an apparatus at-
tuned to the vibrations will receive
indand record them

one of his latest propositions Is to
runfunf un a train from jersey city to chleachicaroaroR o at the raterat of from to miles
ner hour HPIT insists that it is per-
fectly practicable to do this by means
nf finan alternating current motor which
he has inventedInventpd it was recently an-
nounced bv the pressdress that a company
wasas being formed with a capi-
talal of two hundred minionmillion dollars

n constrict an elevated rallrailroadrond
ahhorweentween theabs cities named on whichtrains would be runrim bv tapth means and
att the specspeedd suggested the track winwill
oversee about aleba feet above the
estonna ardand will be arsfrsarpee from sham
fradose and curves trains will
ovir it with a minimmimlim amount of vi-
bration ardnd tesla holds that a
of miles per hour will occasion
no to

tesla Is snedan id to entertain ohpth
that communication between this earthand other plan by means of sound
waves Is feasible in a late news
naver interview hebe is renorreportedted as sav
irv tnirv answer to a as to tbthe

of communicating withmars
that laIs exactly what I1 hope for theof vars must be antiand

if we send sound waves with intervals
between tbt bents they will
understand that we are communicating
thetap signals to them and our whole sys-
tem of notation will at once become

lain to thernthem there Isin hardly any
doubt about this matter of commancommunica-
tion

left
with mars and in a scientific

sense the time will be comparatively
short

the production of light without heat
toIB fta problem to which teslateela hasha given

much attention and he talked about
it as follows

now as to light without heat abachatiIs already accomplished but Is not wfyet in practical use you see here att
my laboratory this vacuum tube
is vastly more economical than elgoI1 r
the arearc or the incandescent light stse
I1 will turn on the current V

in an instant a brighttt soft 11llort
mellow as the light of a summer daar
filled the room and melted the
shadows

the fact of the matter is he coff 7 l
linued 1 I have found the causes of thesthe
loss of energy and have largely ov r iit
come them I1 can now deliver if10 Xcent of the initial energy in a p
white light which has three ti1

the efficiency of the ordinary irin
descent light I1 have discarded
old plan of vibration as the machmt
would not last more than a few ha
under that system in fact I1 b
found a better way and can start
ether in the exhausted bulbs at
rate of about vibrations
second I1 expect to attain
I1 measure the vibrations by my
just as a musician listens to his biasi e
ing fork you see there is no dlalpePe
communication between my ceopecopp
wires and the exhausted tube
current passes ahrthroughbugh the glass

ah you ask what the next
cade will bring forth I1 do
know I1 only hope that
the ambitions I1 have will
fruitful I1 believe they will V

I1 know you shall know the
shall know I1 want to see this greaf
force under control I1 care not
makes the discoveries the mmindna ali
unfolds the mysteries of the eleelectroart
world deserves praise and I1 bellbelie
that with this force nothing Is
possible what is to come will astoastolf
us all what has come is still even
mystery to many

COUNTRY AND CITY

Jan exchange devoted to the inteint
of farmers gives the timely advice
young boys in the country who 1

have a longing for the supposed
vantages of big city life to renrem
where they are and gain I1li
pendence by honest work on the taxfa
it might have gone farther and a

to many of the city boysboa
seek the advantages of life 1in
country rather than to waste
years in futile attempts at obtain
an independent living where the
petition is most keen

the tactfact is that to the average
and woman the larger cities all 001
the world are about as inviting asan
island of robinson crusoe was to t
if they manage to exist at all it is
cause of the exercise of constant
gennity and care but many
carried away by sicknesses tracetruceal
to want the situations wanted
people who have experience
good references indicate the 1

situation he who has piece of I1

and knows how to make it yield
treasures is his own master heH
frefreee from the tormenting ques
where to get the next meal or
supply torfor the coming winter gei
ally he is able to save up a few
lars every year at least if he
within his income

to those who are conversant
large city life only from a superasuper fl
contemplation of large bull
paved streets electric lights and 4

abundance of amusements it looks
luring but the thousands of deft
women and children who never to
what it is to be free from the pang
hunger whose lungs are filled ithe dust and smoke of the streets
whose ears know hardly any


