(1)

KLY.

THE DESERET W

Truth and Liberty.

No. 13.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, SEPTEMBER ro, 1898.

Vou. LVII.

DISCOURSE

Delivered at the Bixty-elghth Annual
Conference ©ofe the Church, in the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake Clty, Utah,
Sunday Morning, April 10, 1898, by

PRESIDENT LORENZO BNOW.

Brethren and sisters, for our instruc-
‘tlon this morning, in part at least, I
avill read some paragraphs in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants:

"My disclples, in days of old, sought
occasion against on¢ another, and for-
gave not one another in their hearts,
and for this evil they were afilleted,
and sorely chastened;

“Wherefore I say unto you, that ye
ought to forgive ome another, for he
ghat forgiveth not hls brother his tres-
passes, standeth condemned before
the Lord, for there remalineth in him
the greater sin. (Doc. and Cov., Sec.
64, pars. 8§ and 9.)

“For whoso 1s faithful unto the ob-
taining these two Priesthoods of which
T have spoken, and the magnifying
thefr calllng, are sanctified by the
Spirit unto the renewing of thelr
bodles;

“They become the song of Moses and
of Aaron and the seed of Abraham,
and the church and kingdom, and the

t of God;
el?‘f&nd also all they who recelve this
Priesthood recelveth me, salth the

Lord;
“For he that receiveth my servants

recefveth me;
vAnd he that receiveth me recelveth

er;
m'y'AFr‘l?lthhe that receiveth my Father,
receiveth my Father's kingdom; there-
fore all that my Father hath shall be

im;

31":;:;1n:lm:lt.tl-:,hyhlxs 'accordlng to the oath
and covenant which belongeth to the

egsthood.

o Therefore, all those who recelve the
Priesthood, recelveth this oath and
covenant of my Father, which he can-
not break, neither can it be moved.”
(Doc. and Cov., Sec. 84, pars. 33 to 40.)

With the exercise of your falth, I
wish to say & few words, perliaps not
altogether In connection with what
¥ have read, but ag the Spirit shall
dictate. I always feel very dependent
and humble when I stand before and
attempt to address a people that have
been serving the Lord and, at least
as a general thing, are worthy to be
called Latter-day Salnts, a people that
have recelved a knowledge of the
things of God, and are moving onward
i4n the path of exaltation and glory to
the fulness of their salvation, As I
believe, when we come together as we
have thizs beautiful morning, it be-
comes our privilege to recelve Instruc-
slon from those peraons that address
us, and if we do not the fault, gen-
érally, is In ourselves, It 1s our priv-
flege as Latter-day BSainta to seize
upon those opportunitlies that are
afforded us to make & proper prepar-
atlon for the scenes that are before us
and in which we may be called toact;
and as the difficultlies which we have
to meet shall increase upom us per-
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'l!nps and become harder to overcome,
we need more strength in order to re-
eist the temptations and to discharge
e obligations that devolve upon us.
I suppose it would be with Latter-day
Saints generaly as with me in regard
to this point—that as we advance in
Years and come nearer to what we
generally consider as the time of our
departure Into the other life we are
more inclined to devote our thoughts
and reflections upon those things that
| we anticipate we may recelve In the
next life, the clrcumstances that may
surround us there, and the proper
preparation that we have made and
are making to reach that which we
anticipate. T know it s s0 with me.
In my 85th year it naturally oceurs to
me that it is very well to take into
conslderation these matters, and deep-
ly too; to reflect upon the past, to see
whether we have improved the oppor-
tunities along the line of our travel,
atid been malking the proper prepara-
tion; and If we have not done this, to
seek now to make amends with double
dlYigence. We have a perfect right to
underatand something of what we may
receive in the other life. We have to
suffer almost everything In accom-
plishing the duties that are Imposed
upon us In moving slong in this line
that we have chosen. In the past, if
we had time we might relate the vari-
oug sacrifices the Latter-day Salnts
have been called to make; and if they
dld not make these sacriflces thelr
own consclences would condemn them,
because of the light whieh they had
recelved and the knowledge they had
of what they should do. It has proved
very truly with the Latter-day Salnts
what Jesus said on a certain occasion,
when He compared the kingdom of
God to & man seeking pearis. Having
found one of very great value, he went
ufd sold all that he possessed that he
might secure that pearl. Then agaln
He compared it unto a man that found
a treasure Iin a fleld, which, having
found, he went and sold everything
that he possesssed Iin order that he
might come In possession of that treas-
ure. That has been the case with the
Latter-day Baints. We Thave been
callied to suffer and to sacrifice that
which was more dear to ourselves
than our lives, and some have been
called to sacriflce their mortal exist-
ence, having been placed in elrecum-
stances that they could not avoll
suffering the loss of thelr lives. We
are called upon daily to make sacri-
flees. The Lord requiring this at our
hands, and we as a general thing
having complied, It is our privilege to
know romething in regard to the fu-
ture—what will be the result of this
sacrifice, what will be tha rasult of
traveling upon this path, Indead 7
Latter-day Saint 2can hardlvy sustaln
himself in the Church of God unl:ss he
does get s0ine krowledge Jf this kind,
that cannot be unfolded oy common
wisdom, We are no better than other
people if this be not so.

I have read something that s very
peculiar In regard to the promises that
are made, and which I know wlll be

fulfilled, if we on our part do our duty.
I have not lived in this Church for
about slxty-two years without finding
out something. 1 devoted myselt to
be worthy to receive something that
no mortal man can recelve except
through the spirit and power of the
Holy Ghost, and the Lord has shown
me things and made me to understand
them a8 clearly as the sun at noon-
day in regard to what shall be the out-
come of those Latter-day Saints that
are falthful to their calllngs. Jasua
BAYB:

“He that receiveth me recciveth my
Father;

““And he that receiveth my Father,
recelveth my Father's kingdom, there-
fore all that my Father hath shall be
given unto him."

This 1s in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, Now, if it were In the New
Testament some people, though they
might not understand {t, would pass
it as Dbeing true, because it was in
the Bible. Well, I am just as sure of
its truth as If it were found in the
New Testament. And the New Testa-
ment bears us out in this doctrine,
Jesus said, as recorded in the Revela-
tion of 8t. John:

“To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me on my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am sat down
with my Father in hils throne.”

There are many Scriptures bearing
upon this point. I believe in this. I
belleve that we are the sons and
daughteras of God, and that He haa
bestowed upon u# the capacity for ln-
finite wisdom and knowledge, because
He has glven us a portion of Himself,
we are told that we were made in His
own image, and we find that there is
a character of immortality in the soul
of man. There is a spiritual organism
within thls tabernacle, and that spirjt-
ual organism has a divinity in itseif,
though perhaps In an infantile state;
but it has within itself the capability
of Improving and advancing, a8 the
infant that recelves sustenance from
its mother. Though the infant may
be very fgnorant, yet there are possi-
bilitftes in it that by passing through
the various ordeals of childhood to
maturity enable it to rise to a superi-
ority that 18 perfectly marvellous,
compared with its Infantlle ignorance.
Why and how is ¥t that thls is ac-
complished? Because It posseésses the
susceptibilities and the capabllities of
its father. So in regard to ourselves,
There i3 a divinity within ourselves
that is immortal and never dles. Thou-
sands and thousands of years hence
we wlll be ourselves, and nobody else,

80 far as our Iindividuality Is com-
cerned. ‘That never dies from all
eternity to all eternity. Immortality

never dies, and it Is immortal, We
are as children growing and increas-
ing in knowledge and wiadom, Some
men we read of, llke Elijah, Elisha,
Samuel, or Moses, great prophets, ad-
vanced themselves to that degree of
knowledge, and develop their immor-
tal possibllities to an extent that s
perfectly astonishing. And yecu and I
wlill have to advance In this line until



