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son of lte treedom and the nocessibility
of fts fuBctions to every Tom, DMck
and Harry thaet controls a fspull’’ here
apnd there, one can still be whatever
he thiuks best for himselfor others,
and be under nov obligationa to render
an acocoudt to anyhody so long as stat.
utory eDactments are not infringed
upon. e nppreclate the blesgings
and realize the honors pertaining to
good citizenship in this favored Iand,
and respeot the Inetitutiona which not
only permit . man to belong to any
party he chovkes or to none at all and
protect him if need be in 8o dotog. Aw
& generai thiog he does not need pro-
tection, but he rometimes Las to turn
upon hiB annoyers.

——

CHURCH RULE.

Lintely & good deal has been said
about What ir oslled ““Church rule,*?
and the probabliity is that at this tiine
much more will be sald on the pame
subject by B certaln publication in this
city. The lden ia to pronounce sbruad
tbat some kind of s *rule’ exists for
the government ol the Mormon people,
whereby they are made unworthy Lo
poesess the Tull privilege of Amerioan
gcitizenship. And it is oslled *Church
rule,?”? probably o order, by the
very sound of the word, to atouse the
antagonism of all who hate the Cburch
in geueral and the Mormon Cbhurch in
particular. But never wus there so
much ndo about nothing before; never
was a false alarm 80 loudly and gs pet -
sjstently sounded, There is s good
den] less rulys by the Church among
the Mormons than by the Liberuls of
Utah, & fact well known toall who
Lknow anytblogabouttheaflairs in this
Territory.

The &llegation is tbat.the Mormon
Churchh ntitempls to govern its fol-
lowers in politles. The Mormong
Churoh consists of Its embers, |n-
cluding both Priestbood apyg Iny
membdrs. The mectinge of the
Church are the Babbath meetings xpy
various conlerences. Lo these the bhupi-
ness of the Cburch s transacted and
never is suything doue but what the
whole peopietbrough thefr representa.
tives huve B chanoe to spprove of. I,
therefore, it were (rue, thut the
Church Juid down aay rules for the
political guldance of fias membars,
those rules would be suopted by the
people in their ecclesinstical uxsem-
blica. Butaill these meeting are pub-
lic, There are uo seoret meetlogs of
the Church soywhere, Pylirles fe
not part of the subjects considered in
those aesemblies, anJ every one who
brs atlended tbe meelings of
Church knowe thia. It §s therefere
B ¢t muge bol Iness oo the part of tbe
spenilants lo assert the exlstence of
“:‘Church rule’” amouy this pegple,

But thie le not exactly what they
meun. They aweume Lhat the people
at |arge are *ruled®’ by n few promj-
nent men jo the Chureb, who diciate
their political creed wnd  actions.
When they ery out that Chureh rule
must be abapdoned, they mean that
such meén in the Church. wbho are
sunposed to have influence, must pet
ineddle with politice, miust cense Lo
exerciee their rights ns American
eltizens, amonog which are liburty of
Bpeech and thought, and be politically
dead. }_ughr.ly loterpreted  their

the |

words imply that ooe who holds an
ecolesiastical office in the Mormon
Cburch has npo more rlghts ms
aD Amerioan citizen, for if be ex-
presses his views oo poiitics, he
isboth a “tyrant®® and 8 “‘serf?? and
everythlnyg elss that i bad, though this
rule does not extend to and include
other denomlinations nud olasses, not
even their own, the worst in this
respect of all, Thais is ocordlog 1o the
Americaniem of the Uiab ““patriots.*?

The trouble is that the anme prinoi-
ple is never applied on tha other side,
There are prominent clergymen In
this Territory who have not scorned
to jnin hunds apd hearts with the
opposlog element nnd preached Liber-
slism pure nnd slmple. Religious
bodjen In Utah have gathered io con-
farences aud paesed resolutione 1o favor
of Liberalism. Butsuch incidents ure
not called “‘church rule”? in Uiali. Yet
whatare they?

It s well understood that amony the
Mormouns everyhody thinks nnd aots
88 he chooses, If he wishes to hear
the views of his brother and neighbor
on any pubject and feels Lo mot upon
them to some ex'eni, he can do ro;
it he does not, he s at lltierty to de-
cline. That is the true position briefly
slated, If thie be “Church rule,** who
la there in this whols Republlc that ia
oot liable to the lashes of political
scoflers?

It is to be boped that the mandate of
the Germaen autworat shall pot te
thought worthy of imitation in this
country. He enid recently he wished
it understoud thut no ecclesinst in his
couniry should meddle with polities,
In this country no ecclesiastlcnl office
deprives a man of his franchbise, nnd
there ia no sutoorat to issue mn edipt
upon the subject, nlthough it no douhbt
would be congidered the very thing by
the antaconints of true lberty in this
purt of the Duited States,

THE CASE CONCLUDED.

Not for the sake of ocoantioulng or
renewlng n discussion sutticleutly pro.

longed ae it stands, but in order that
readers of the NEwWS way ha veauthori-
twiive informution as to A maAatter
greatly eoncerning thetu, and which
previously we were not in  poeeession
of, tone [uvllowing extracis from the
tulea of the national House or Repre-
sentattves nre published:

It is nenal for the member resigning to
notify the speaker (or cleti) that he %M
notified the governor of his state of such

resignation, or for the governor or secre- |

tary of sitale to noiify the speaker (or
olerk) of such resignation, and the name

of the member iahorne on the rolls unuil |

such notice is recetved,

The resignation is made to tha govor-
nor of the state, but the nalme of ihe
metnber remains on the rollof the House
until the House is formally notlfied of
tbe resigonation, either by the member
himself or by the governor of his state,

There mBke the position taken by
the NEwWS unasrailable, Itis ususl for
the epenker or oletk to L notifled thut
the governor hae beeu notified of Lhe
rerdynation, becnuse it §s proper thaut
the executive stiould know of it in

order thatthe vacancy may be filled
a8  early =8 may be, and that
the clerk ebould know that the

governor knows it, If the member fails
to give such notice (1. ., tbat he has

potified the governor),it is then proper
for the latter to give it so that iL‘ may
be known at both endsof the line that
there is B veoanoy (o be fllled. And
the name ig kept on the roils until the
necessnry nolice j8 received, which
may coine from either the wewber or
governor, and of course It is then kept
on oo longer. Iunthe Utah osse, the
notice was served upoa the olark before
Lhe Governor was actuslly notified,buat
both wwere notifled, so that the resigna-
tion was made complete and toe fellnre
of the jatter to read the notice when
received does Dot slter the stntus of the
cuee in the least, especially wbhen we
gonelder that he had oral and other
evideuce of ji, from the member him-
sel! and othern. We eald that flliog s
resignation, or notice thereol, witn the
olerk vaocated the office and we eay so
yel; thenbove rules and the precedenta
of the Houee sustaln us fully.

—

THE TEMPLE AND ITS BUILDERS,

The smart writers on newspapers in
thie and other citles have not yet con-
oluded tbeir observatlon® and com-

ments on the dedication of the Salt
Liake Temiple. It would be uainterest-
ing, aud tberefore uselees, Lo quote or
reply to muny of the views expressed,
where imbecility or bitterness carries
its own refutation., Other views, how-
ever, are of more friendly tone—these
beinyg the great majority; and they
give utterance to sentjiaenis that ure
\n the highest degree gratitying, slnce
they Ureatbe the true Christian spirit
ot charity, and at most argue a desire
to win those who may be deluded haek
to the pure form and essence of godil-
nees Dy morai sussion snd peapelul
meane. The old-timie populrrity of
such-talk as this from the Plitsburg
Comvmercial (Qazette, “The evident fact
js that Mormoniem, WoundJeu as it in,
must eventunily Jdie, and eome one now
living may yet sce the greuat building
dedicated April 8 occupled as o MoLho-
dlst Eplscopul or Presbyterian Weslern
university,”” Is now ouly nuticenble for
its rarity; und newspupers of every
shade of ereed and politios take up
the cudyels againet the jpeinuation,
decinre boldiy tost the Morwons have
been B mlejudied and an outraged
people, aod thal the broad fulds of the
American flag should cuver und pro-
tect even this most unpopuiar seot io
theit rlghte of cooeclevoe anod of
properiy.

Itis true that many who are gther.
wire Jjust and acourate in thelr
philosopniziog, hold that the system
called Mormouism 1a in a Jdeechoing
state, snd that the ureat Temple
recently dedicated may cvutlast the te-
ligion. On this poiut it 1s interesting
{o observe that the religioua press is
somewhal skeptical. Apru sample, we
quote from the New Yurk Vristian
Advooate, which in its attem|sted sur-
cusll eXpresses & svlemp truth:

Jo an age and coubdiry In which the
aublimated oDousense of Christian
aclence, the puerilities of spiritualism,
the fanaticism of (nnti-mennu{ falth heal-
ing, and the Munchunsen tales of theos-
ophy are not only tolerated, but gulped
down, while tbeir dupes, like children
||at,ening to fairy tales, ory for more, it is
not improbable that Mormonisin will
last a long time, .

‘Thle j8 but equivaleut to the usecr-



