sz

——

-

- 1 b .
S - N i

r
-

.

" -
< — =
-- L]
1 2 ;
N,
S & ]
. .
— =

hl=.

Gorvespondence,

CHARLESTON,Orleans Co., Vt.,
February 12th, 1873. -
Editor Deseret News:

Sir:—In my lettersof the 8th and
10th instant, I set forth a few things
relating to machinery. In this I
intend to notice schools, law and
religion. After writing from Ohio
I visited a class of people known as
Shakers, who have their family in
Warrensville, Cuyahoga county,
Ohjo. On going into the neighbor-
hood at my brother-in-law’s1 earn- |
ed they had ceased for the winter
to hold public meetihgs, I there-|
fore through his influence obtained
permission to visit the settlement
and on Sunday toattend their wor-
ship.

OI:1 the arrival of the day, myself,
my youngest daughter, and Mr,
(‘annon, my brother-in-law, atten-
ded their meeting. It was held in
a large house prepared for meetings,
having at one end two doors and |
two ante rooms, at the other the
meeting room. We were seated at
the back end of the meeting room.
This room was without seats, chairs
being used. .

At the time for the commence-
ment of the services a signal was
given, and the men and the women
commenced coming into the room,
bringing with them their chairs,
the women coming from one ante
chamber and the men from the oth-
er. The men seated themselves on
one side of the room in three rows,
and the women seated themselves
on the other side in three rows.

All being comfortably seated, the
men and women facing each other,
a further signal was given, when all
arose and saluted each other by a
respectful bow, the men bowing to
the women and the women bowing
to the men.

After this there was singing. In
one hymn all joined and in another
only part of them. There was no
instrumental music.

One of the men at a signal arose
and delivered a short sermon, a part
of which embraced the reading of
what they understood to be a reve- |
lation, given through Ann Lee |
some years ago. This related to
what was to take place upon the
earth, and in my opinion was not
and could not have been thought
by them to be of any very vital im-
portance. ¥rom the sermon, how-
ever, I gleaned a few items of their
faith, or at least thought J did, and |
so I will relate them as understood
by me.

First, in their opinion Christ will
come to redeem man, not woman.

Second, Ann Lee came to redeem
woman. Thus, through the instru-
mentality of these two, man and
women are both to be redeemed.

Third, the woman is the glory of |
the man. | J

Feurth, that God created thenr
male and female, and .that the
(odhead is male and female.

-

1

|
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| against their rule for the two sexes

Just views had been taken.

Fifth, that Christ lived in a state
of celibacy. 8o to be Christ like
the men must live in a state of
celibacy.

Sixth, that Ann T.ee lived in a
state of celibacy, so the women, to
live Ann Lee like, must live in a
state of celibacy.

i‘their
w.

Seventh, that all must brin
Eighth, that selfishness should

|

bodies into subjection to this

be done away, hence as to property
they should have all things com-
moin.

After this sermon and reading
and singing, which lasted about’
forty minutes or a little more, they
worshipped the Lord in a few :
dances.

This was accompanied with Vocal
music, the men dancing on one
side of the room and the women on
the other, but all taking the same
steps and all keeping t%ood time.
The steps were very pretty:. |

All was concluded with a mareh.
To aid in this mareh there was
singing and beating the time with
the hand, all marching round the
room, the men ina body leading,
and the women in a body follow-
ing. This march, like all their
ceremonies, was orderly. -~ -

On the meeting being coneclud
we were invited to take supper
with them, which we did, and|
were taken toja receiving room where
sat a woman—Shakeress—who en-
tertained us a few minutes.

I had nearly forgtten to state that
on our arrival we were taken to
this room and this same woman en-
tertained us till the time of repair-
ing to church. Soon after, a man
came into the room and the woman
left while this man was with us.
We entered into conversation orf

the subject of the godhead being

e

|

| first received me took e with their

|operated by men, the silk actory
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male and femalé, and the woman | whom are employed, persons not of | ferred to a book ﬂﬂti@ﬂ?h”'{".iﬂlﬂ Babies.
being the glory of the man. How-|the Community faitﬁ and persecutions of Edith O’Gor-

ever no new idea was advanced on
thissubject. In talking with him

I learned that in his opinion no|he sets

rson had joined their order for

ve years past, except out.of world- |
ly, selfish motives. It not being
my desire now to express an” -1
ion about their religion and its har-
mony or d]ﬂ?ﬂ!ﬂﬂt with the
revelations contained in the Bible,
I can only add thatI thought them
sincere in their religious belief.
The women were dressed in the
uniform Shaker costume, looking
ngat, but the men were notso dress-
ed.

It is difficult for a person of my
turn of mind to observe what I ob-
served there without forming some
idea as to the eflect of the religion
on society and on the communi-
cants themselves.

If they were happy, that happi-
ness did not produce such an eflect
on their countenances as the hap-
piness of others does on theirs.

At our supper table this man was
seated beside my daughter, and my
brother-in-law and mysalf side by
side on the other side of the table,
and this woman waited upon us.

During the time of taking supper
this ' man conversed freely with my
daughter, and this woman convers-
ed with like freedon with myself
and my brother-in-law.

This we supposed was unusual, we |
having supposed before that it was

to hold conversation in this way.
You perceive there were only five
persons in the room.

When in Cleveland, Ohio, T cal-
led on an acquaintance, who in-
formed me that he was not a mem-
ber of but was in sympathy with a
religious peopleliving in the State of
New York, called the Oneida ‘Com-
munity.

This gentleman requested me to
call and see them, saying that in
the controversy between us and the
political raiders last year, these 1peo~
Ele had written several pieces which

e thought were penned by wise
and men, and that in them

I therefore consented to eall
This man gave me a letterof "intro-
duetion, and also wrote to them on
the subject. On my passing the
place I called and stopped over
night.

. They are living in a stately man-
sion, and the house is furnished in |
a magnificent manner.

There were there, as I was in-
formed, a little more than two
hundred persons, composed of men
and women in about equal num-
bers, and children in about equal
proportion of*sex.

One of their number, a very m-
telligent man, took me around the
house and showed me its general
plan, which I thought was very
convenient iimfllsmd. As some idea
concerning it is necessary to un-
derstand my remarks hereafter to
be made, I proceed to state that the
cooking is all done in the basement.
The diningroom whieh . is large
enough to seat more than one hun-
dred persons, is on the first floor.
This is furnished with good tables
sufficiently large to seat about ten |
persons each.. The family room,
which is very large and eommodi-
ous, is on the second flpor. The
receiving room, also large, is on the
first. floor. pril o8 ’ :

The day I was there they dined
at about three o’clock p.m., which
was their usual hour. “’/hﬂn I
was invited to dinner there were in
the room seated around the tables
about one hundred persons, com-
posed of men and women in ‘about
equal numbers. They informed
me that as their dining room was
small another table had to be set
in the same room for the balance.

The tables were all furnished
with a great variety of enough
ﬂgi good magfzh for princes and
princesses, seemingly faring
alike. During the dhﬂwm
sation was golnﬁn ~ about ‘th
tables, and about the table where T
sat the men and women joinedin |
conversation, I have no doubt. it
was so about the other tables. -

After dinner, the gentléemen who

L

horse and sleigh to see their fac-
tories. They had a machine shop, a
trap f:_wtnrﬁ', and a silk factory. The.
machine shop and trap fac were

%

by Evuu ng women, chiéfly Cathol
as 1 was informed. They were al
presided over by men of the com-
munity faith. These  factories
were to me~ery interesting.
Their business amounts to some
three or four hundred thousand dol-
lars per annum and requires some
one ortwo hundred persous, all o

|

No doubt in my mind but that
oftén, when the huntersetshistrap,
one. manufactured by peo-
ple with whom he is noetacquainted,
and- when the tailer threads his
needle with gilk he is very often
doing it with that manufactured by
a liar people, and so I may add
with those who use machinery. Af-
ter examining these ghops, we
returned to the house and I was
invited to a family meeting, held
L!i}l the family room before referred
Here were seated around tables
some two hundred persons, men
and women. The women had each
some little work on hand, suech as
knitting and sewing; the men, as
usual in such eases, without work,
all in a social tetle-a-tete.

After remaining balf an hour or
80, they requested me to speak to
them, which I did; but at first I
was slightly embarmssed, not know-
ing whether to arise or remain
seated ; but, conclpding that all
wanted to hear, I arose and made a
few mirthful remarks. I told them
our views on the marriage relations,
some thing of our mode of doing
business and of taking care of the
poor, adding that we had some men
who did their own thinking, and
all of it, and I perceived that they
also had men, and most likely wo-
men, who did their own thinking
on religion and on business.

After taking my geat, they in-
formed me they did all things by
the consent of all.

I was then introduced to an in-
telligent lady, with whom T con-
versed freely for about half an hour.
She then invited me to go in the
morning with her to their nursery
and see their children, to which I
consented. + -

In the morning, after breakfast,
this woman and another took me to
see their-ehildren. They were in a
room by themselves with one of
their number in charge, all playing
with little childish toys, happy as
kittens. Larger children were in
another room.

Now for their religion. This I
learned from conversation only. I
find that they believe in revela-
tions and, consequently, believe the
Bible. They believe that seMish-
ness ‘should be done away and, as
one of the results of this, no one
man has a right to appropriate any
woman to his own exclusive use,
and that no woman has a right to
appropriate to her exclusive use any
one man. That sexual cohabita-
tion exists lawfully both on earth
and in heaven. That in heaven
they are neither married nor are
given in marriage, and, therefore,
on earth the same rule ought to
prevail. In short, they think the
rule which they haveadopted is the
s bl g T L
property, ewise think eac
should have an equal interest and
all fare alike,

I found here several men who in-
formed me they had been Episco-
ga.l preachers and had left that

octrine and had joined this from a
sense of duty.

I inquired of several of each sex
if they were happy in their condi-
tion. Their universal answer was
that they were, and more so than
they should be in the single,
monegamic or polygamic state.
But to some I said, you are now
rich, in actual afffuence; how would
it be if you were %r. The reply
was, ‘“We have been poor, very |
Poor;- we were then hnrrp,}', believ- |
quur doetrine to be right.”

ere both men and women are
intelligent; in eonversation chaste,
courteous and kind. Here they are

Ithy.  Here they are educated.

zuham schoels for the young.

Henry ’Wil; Beecher was the
néxt to be heard by me. I found
Mm_;ﬁa%tﬂfﬂﬁbwtxﬁ::] ﬁ%ﬁ awbt-

yond ﬁmﬂag?fl:d New York.

is: object was to aid the poor of |
these'“cities, and _therefore he
g

H

ZiDg sermon,
1% Sym manner. Heis |
clearly a_lile theatrical, has =a

strong hold on_his hearers, but he
said nothing more than what might
have reasonably been expected from |
a man of a fruitful imagination,
having confidence in himself and
in_his audience.

Being a few da.ygaﬂ:r in a place
where the man of the house was |
slow in thought and motion, but
firm and immovable in his opin-
ions, and the wife warm hearted, |
sympathizing" and impulsive, a
chance remark referred to the Cath-
olics. - A word or two from me call
ed. forth denunciation of the sever-
est kind, and as evidence of the
v ~of their views they pev]

| ness be térm

man, otherwise sister Teresa de
Chantal, of St. Joseph’s Convent,
Hudson City, N. J.” .

I borrowed the book for a few
dag On examination I found it
to be what might with some just-
a vindication of the
authoress’ own conduct, and with
equal justness it may be
termed a repudiation of the
Catholic  doctrine of celibacy.
It was written by a young la-
dy who had been a nun, but who is
now a married woman. The book
shows a severe test of religious ex-|

rience. [ Many of our readers here
Eead the opportunity to hear Miss O’-
Gorman.] The author says she was
brought up a Catholic and after sta-
ting some of her experience says at
a confession, “I told him (meaning
the confessor) I derived no benefit
from my devotions to Mary (mean-
ing the mother of Christ), nor from
frequenting the sacraments of con-
fessions or communions, that I fail-
ed to find delight or satisfaction in
worldly pleasures, &e., and that I
was most unhappy. Headvised me,
in the most affectionate manner, to
enter a convent, as it evidently was
my vocation, and the only wu}yl
could save my soul. He extolled
the vocation of celibacy as the very
highest grace that God could be-
stow upon his creatures, telling me
I could receive no greater proof of
God’s love for me than in being
called to be the bride of his only
Son Christ Jesus, and not the bride
of a mere sinful creature, man. He
pictured the  life of a nun as the
most holy and perfect example of
Christ and Mary.”

In the entire hook I have not
found a single sentence more sig-
nificant and pungent than this,
as it discloses, if true, the very key
to the entire doctrine of the Cath-
olic church, relating to friars and
nuns. Not that it cam not be am-
plified and set forth in different
words, but let it be =et forth in
whatever words may be selected,
it will rest in this— she in heaven
was to be the wife of Christ and to
be worthy of a son born by a virgin,
sired by the Holy Ghost, and this
virgin too her mother-in-law.

Well might a youthful maiden,
believing this doctrine correctly,
desire so to live as to be able, when
she first came into thepresence of
her husband, to present herself a

BY ELEANOR KIRIK.

“What do you know.about la-
bies?” I fancy I hear some inex-
perienced an TEE' much tired pa-
rent exelaim. I do not wonder at
all at the question. Every mother
has the right to make this inquiry
of any one who attempts to advise
or enlighten her upon this juvenile
subject.

“I have been trying,” said a dear
little woman the other day, hold-
ing a fretful infant with one hand
antd with the other turning the
leaves of a huge fvolume, ‘‘to
see what this authority”—mention-
ing an M. D. of considerable note—
““has to m{un the subject of ba-
bies; but am disappointed as
usual, and have about made up my
mind that everybody who has ever
written on this topic has been
either a bachelor or an idiot.”

I examined the mughlgecriticised
book and found, as may imagin-
ed, not at all what she had led me
to expect. It was a work for
thumughlg* drilled p!:jyaiol ts,
well wuitten, profound, and as
scientific as a professed scientist
could make it; but to this tired,
perplexed young mother it was the
veriest siufll "hat more could
have been exjected? This wife
and parent had, only two years
bel."tt:lrr«f.:,T gmduat«xi from a first elass
ladies’ institufe, with a diploma
setting forth in the strongest terms
the astonished progress she had
made in her studies. She could
speak French with an aecent truly
Parisian, charmthe lovers of music
with the wonderful brilllancy and
expression of her pianoforte per-
formances. She could dance well
and sing well; in short, could “the
programme ker parents and teach-
ers marked out for hér have been
the route she was to take through
her earthly p mage, she would
probably have 'emn.s at school, at
the head of her class; but love, that
arch disarranger of the best laid
plans, that great general disturber
of the peace, that great remaker
and rectifier, step in, and the
result was harmovny and inhar-
mony:the last, in this case, brought
about entirely by an img‘:rper -
cation. My friend had been shown
the necesity of painstaking and
polish, to make sure of some rich
and cultured life-partner, and very

virgin, undefiled by mortal man.
But this is not all, it is plurality in
heaven with a vengeance. Thissame
Christ Jesus has had since his resur-
rection many a chaste virgin for a
bride before this day, if that be the
way he gets them.

However, this lady repudiates
this doetrine of eelibacy on earth
and gets married. She then uses
the following language—

“Of all human influences, that
of virtuous Jove is the sweetest, as
it is the most powerful. The world
hag nothing to offer more charming
than a puwre and happy aflection,
the sincere outburst of the strength
and desires of the soul. Love, when
it is in harmony with the enlight-
ened and sanctified conscience, is
the richest treasure of ournature.
It is Paradise ned.”

Now, Mr. Editor, should you
print this conglomérate letter, your
readers will call to mind what they
have long since considered, that on
the subject of the great, of the

reatest of all laws, the element in |
wman beings of the life-giving
and life-distributing power, of the

lant of celestial seed dropped be-

ow, there is no idea so inconsistent
no procedure so repugnant, but |
that some ‘pmjﬂe have adopted it as
being indispensably mn , a8
being the sine qua non of s
will. = .

@ne is for no dgamy, another for
mono gamy, and another for many
gamy or poly gamy. and still ano-
ther polyandry and lastly another

polyginy.

singularly—for such things seldom
happen—and, very fortunately, she
had found with this wealth and cul-
ture, love of the 1arest and most
enduring quality. All this had
been done with a view to her ob-
taining a husband, but not the least
rmpnmtiﬂn had been made for the
ife that should follow; the motto
being, as in the majority of jnstan-
ces, “Catch him,; and let The fu-
ture take care of itself.”

Now this mother wanted to know
why her baby cried a large part of
the night, and moaned and fretted
the greater portion of the day. She
wan to know why the little
creature was not able to properly
digest its food; and she desired this
information in plain, simple terms
and in the works she had examined
she had found neither infoemation
nor comfort. Now I have had some
experience with babies, and I could
well sympathize with this exhaust-
ed woman, whose life was entirely

iven up to nurﬁinﬁ this tiny bun-

le of flesh and b Trot, trot,
trot, went the r little baby on
the poor tired little knee.  ““Hum,
hum, sh, sh, there, there, hum
hum,” up and down, back and
forth, occasionally interpolating
this j n witha word or two to
me. 1 had been invited to spend
the day with my friend, and must
confess [ did not look forward with
much pleasure to the visit. .

“Why don’t you let the nurse
take him?” I ventured to inquire,
after witnessing this distressing per-

Well did the inspired man say,
God shall send them strong delu-
siong, and well did St. John say,
“Upon her forehead was written
Mystery, Mystery, Bahylon the
great, the mother of barlots aund

l

formance asg long ‘as my nerves
would stand if. * e
“Nurse!” sghe re , in a dis-
gustegd, impatient sort of a way.
‘She wouldn’t stir a limb or meove
a muscle if the baby screamed itseif
to death.” s v

abominations of the earth.” - ikj}éthough't? I;?]T; X th::.oi'illllaﬂr mgs:
: W Imore | u
5L pmrglon P E ey B scarcely dared make the suggestion
ours trul{;: Bﬂbw | “Does he cry like this aZ the
| T | time?” was my t query, hoping
| to lead the conversa intoa chan-
1 nel where I could, without appear-
"A Michigan clergyman wrote to|ing to be uisitive, at some-

o snot approve

a lottery agent, *I
them as no

d
of lotteries; I re
better than ghmbli ng schemes. My
son bought ticket No. 5 in your
drawing, but if it drew anytﬁi
don’t send the money to him-—sen:
it"to we.” | daih

!

t
thing like a history of E;q case.
““Nearly all the time,” she repli-
ed. ‘I hain’t known a decent
night’s rest since he wak born, three
months ago.”
““Will you let me take him a mo-

ment?” T asked. ““Perhaps, beiug




