THE DESERET WEEKIY.

331

quiet the feelings of those who were
troubled about the mattter. The letter
did not mean to brand it a8 a sin, he
says in substance, to drink moderately
or to sell liguor. Iteimply meant that
Catholies ehould look to it that their
churches, families and business should
pe =0 conducted as to be no occasion of
sip or scandal, 1t, moreover, has po
binding force except in the diocese
over which Bishop Watterson preeides,
and its chief purpose was to cause the
saloon keepers to eonduct their businees
with greater decorum. The unanim-
ity with which this exegesis of the
jmportant document 18 advocated
ints to its authorization by the able-
himeelf.
"";'ehe jdes, then, is that meither
Bishop Watterson nor his soperior in-
tends tbrowing the influence of the
chureh in favor of prokibition, and as
far as the liguor traffic is concerned,
the importance of the letter has been
much exaggerated; it will not cause
any dimipution of the trade, nor de-
priveit of its political influence.

There i, however, one point in the
jetter which is almost entirely lost
sight of in the discussion, and yet is
farther reaching than any other. The
ablegate—as has formeriy been pointed
out in these columns—bases his de-
cision on the general principle that a
bishop’s duly includes the finding out
what is good for the people or his

ocese and enjoining that upon them,

ohibiting that which may lead to
evil consequences. If this prin-
ciple be acvepted when applied toa
man’s business transactions, the next
step is to apply 1t to his social relations;
then why not to bis politics?

What is mostly needed now, in re-
gard to that letler, is, therefore, an
explenation dealing with that general
principle. It would seem to involve
the possibility of danger to the indi-
vidual and the constitutionally guaran-
teed liberty vf Amerioan citizens, and
§s a matter in which the people of the
country are far more interested than in
the privileges of saloonkeepers.

— ey

CHINA’S PLAN OF CAMPAIGN.

Japan, in the present struggle with
her gigantic antagonist, ls inspired
with a strong hope of success on ac-
count of the superiority of her equip-
ment and the enthusiastic patriotism

of the people. And tothese is added the
curious fact that in Corea a tradition
ijs extant according to which in the
present year a battle will be fought at
‘Asap, as a result of which the Chinese
emperor will bave to flee northwara.
The Japanese consul at New York is
authority for the statement that a copy
of this prediction has been in the hands
of an official at Fusan for eight years,
1t is conceivable that the existence of
this tradition in eastern Asia, though
the belief in it may be characterized
s superstition, will have a decided
moral influence on the soldiers of both
combatants,

It cerlainly seems that near Asan
the first great battle will have to be
fought. This is a small seaport on the
cosst of Corea. The Chinese have a
fort and garrison there and are now
engaged in strengthening their posi-
tioo. On the land side the place is
asenilable only in one direction and on

the sea side the approaches are narrow
and can easily becut off by means of
torpedoes, This natural stronghold is
now further being strengthened by
means of trenches and various obst:-
cles and the garrison has been aug-
mented so that it numbers 6,000 men.
A fleet of twenty ships have also ar-
rived at Agan.

China’s plan seems to be to make
this place her basis of operations in
Corea. By holding it she secures a
line of retreat and a port through
which supplies may be brought to the
army now marching across the north-
ern frontier of Corea and whose
business it is to subjugate the country,
recover possession of the capital and
finally effect a junction with the
division at Asan, Japan’sobject must
be to prevent this. Bhe will endeavor
to cut off the northern army from the
bagis of supplies and destroy t'e fleet
and finally drive the Chinese out of
Corea. Thisseems to be the plan of
campalign go far as can be gathered from
the dispatches on the subject.

It is noticeable that those most
familiar with the two countries gen-
erally refrain from expressing any
opinion as to the probability of Japan
or China coming out victorious. The
latter country is ten times as large and
populous as its aseallant. The whole
population of Kurope barely equals
that of China, and any one of the most
densely populated ppovinces of that
empire has nearly as many inhabit-
ants as the United Btates. Were all
this mass of humanity united in the
defense of the country and led by in-
telligent officers, the outcome would
not be uncertain., As it is, no one ca:

foresee whai may happen. There
is no doubt that the secret
combinations which hate the
present foreign dynasty will

ceize the opportunity of making an
effort for rebellion, and should the
Japanese troops be landed on China’s
shores and there find allies in the
millions who are sworn to overtbrow
the government, Japan’s chances
would be much greater than they at
first appear.

The present commotion In Asia de-
rives much interest from the fact that
in ages past wars in those remote parts
of the globe exercised an i1nfiuence in
the whole world, felt to this day. It
was due to the political up-
heavals there that the Huons
and Vandals and later the Turks
were compelled to migrate westward.
They broke up ancient Rome and
devastated the Byzantine empire,
leaving their imprints of barbarity
everywhere and completely changing
the .map of Europe. Napoleon said
once that the Kast is the theater of
miglty events, and the present war
18 possibly one of them.

THE SEA OF. AZOF.

————

The dispatches today give an ac-
count of a terribly disastrous heaving
of the sea beyond it bounds, caused

by a eyclone in Southern Russia. The
loss is estimated at present at a thous-
and buman beings and several towns
that border on the Sea of Azof. The
latter is a body of water about 235
miles in length from southwest to
northeagt and 110 miles in ite greatest

breadth. It lies north of the Black

Bea, and is for the most part com-
paratively shallow, ife greatest depth
being but forty feet. Its surface
is greatly disturbed by flerce
and continuous winde during July acd
August, chiefly from the southeast,
from which direction the cyclone
appears to have come, The gea I8 of
great importance to Ruseian commerce,
and consequenily a number of flourish-
ing cities have grown up around its
border,

If the general statements regarding
the work of the cyclone are true, it is
guite probable that a full report will
increasse the mnumber of fatalities,
Mariupol, which is said to "be
practically blofted out of exiat-
ence, is a town of some ' 10,000
inbabitants. Nogaisk is almost as
large, and the whole of the low lying
country around is dofted with small
villuges, whose residents are engaged
in fishing, coal mining and brick and
tile manofacture, and in the com-
merce in grain and fruits, which is
very heavy. In the season of heavy
winds it is not npusual for one portion
of the sea bed to be swept almost en-
tirely clear of water, whicb is piled up
several feet high against the embank-
ments that have been constructed to
keep it within bounds, and the eir-
cumetances are such that when the
waves are hurled over these obstruc-
tions, as appears fo have been the case
in the present instance, a condition of
awful devastation must follow. The
situstion ot the unfortunate people
there must be extremely pitiable,

AMERICAN COAL FOR ENGLAND.

There 18 a poassibility that the old
English saying regarding *fcarrying
coals to Newcastle’’ may have a literal
tegt as to whether or not it expresses

an absurdity. Recently an Englich
coal expert vieited the Colorado coal
fields,and the state coal mine inspector
has received word from Bheilield that
representatives of a large syndicate are
about to leave England for the purpose
of locating and purchasing bodies of
coal land in Colorado. The land re-
ferred to can be purchased for about
$20 an acre. It is said that the
Enpglish investors have in  view
the ehipment or coal to Great Britain,
under the theory that, as many of the
mines in the old country are worked
out or are getling too deep to be worked
at a vrofit, it is cheaper to transport
coal 10,000 miles than to go down 2,700
feet for it. The English capitalists who
seriously consider the foreign shipment
part of the socheme, however, probably
have mnot considered railway freight
rates to the seabvard. With these as
they are now, it will be a very long
time before coal from the Rocky Moun-
tains can compete with even deep-
mined coal in England.

NoTiNg THE fact that the express
companies have a good deal of un-
claimed money on hand as a result of
the money order business which they
bave carried on for ten years or more,
the American Banker pertiuently asks:
Why is it that thestates which compel
saviogs banks to publish lists of un-
claimed deposits do not investigate
the unclaimed funds now in the pos-
session of express enmpanies?
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