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OF JJOSEPH smith1l JidneioneU 1I 1844

my brotheroth ei hyxhyrumin wrote the follofollowingringving let-
tert ex to prest B young

city of nauvoo june 1844
dear brother B young
there liashas been for several days a great ex-

citementcit ement among the inhabitants in the adjoin
mass meetings are held upon

rnmasssi mmeeting drawing up resolutions to utter-
ly exterminate the saints the excitement has
bybeene b gotten up bytheby the laws fosters and the
Higbees and they themselves have left the city
and are engaged in the mob they have sent
their runners into the state of missouri boexto ex
cittitethemethein to murder and bloodshed and the re-
port isN that a great many hundreds of them
will cocomenie over to take an active part in mur-
deringderiderlnethethe saints the excitement iais very
reabgreatreat indeed

it ia thought by myself and others for you
to return without delay and the rest of the
twelve and all the elders that have gone out
from thibthisthia place and as MANYblany MORE GOOD

FFAITHFULL mesMEN as acelfeel disposed to coniccome up with
icumthe i let14 wisdom be exercised and whatever
they do do it without a noise you know we
are not frightened but think it bestbeat to be well
prepared aridand be ready for the onset andie it
islei extermination extermination it is of course

communicate to the others of the TSAtwelveelveeive
with as much speed as possible with perfect
stillness and calmness A word to the wise is
sufficient and a little powder lead and a good
rifle cincan be packed in your luggage very eagyeay
without creating any suspicion

there must be no excuses made for wisdom
11 ays that a strict compliance with this re-
questaest will be for our safety and welfare

I1inll11 hastohaste I1 remain yours in the firm bonds of
the newgewandand everlasting covenant

HYRUM SMITH
c large bodies of armed men canioncannoncannon and

munitions of war are coming on gromfromfrom missomissouriurluri
inosIntsfeam

1
boats these facts are communica-

ted governor and president of the unit
ed States andano you will readily beesee that we
havehavi to prepare for the onset

in the bonds of the new and everlasting
covenant I1 remain yours

JOSEPH SMITH
thisthis morning I1 was arrested together with

samuel bennett john taylor W W phelps
hyrum smith john P greene dimick B hun
ting toh jonathan dunham stephen markham
jonathan H holmes jesse P harmon john
lytlelytie joseph W coolidge david IT redfield
00 P rockwell and levi richards by consta-
ble joel S miles on a writ issued by daniel
II11 wells on complaint of IV G ware fonforfonaforaa
riot on the loth dinst in destroying the nauvoo

at 2 pm we all went be-
fore justice wells at his house and after a
longiongon and close examination we were dis-
chargedlf the following is a copy of the min-
utes of this trial

FOR THE NEIGHBOR
stafeCc state of illinois
county off hancock 5

Ss

justices court june 1844 daniel H
wells justice of the peace I1 presiding

Stastateteofof illinois vs joseph smith samuel
bennett john taylor IV IV phelps hyrum
smith iJohnjohn P greene stephen perry dimick
B huntington jonathan dunham stephen
MarjmarihaMarilaalammj jonathan IT holmes jesse P har
nionmoa john lytlelytie joseph WV coolidge harvey

D redfield 0 porter rockwell and levi
richards

defendantsdefendants were brought before the court
by joel S miles constable of the county afore-
said by virtue of a warrant issued by the court
on complaint of W G ware for a riot com-
mitted in the city of nauvoo county aforesaid
on or before the loth day of june 1844 by for-
cibly entering a brick building in said city
occupied as a printing office and taking
f by force and with force of arms a print-
ing press types9 and paper together with other
pproperty belongingaging to william law wilson
law robert 1D foster charles A foster
FMF 4

1ihl higbeebee chauncy L Higbee and charles
ivivinsins Mand breaking in pieces and burning the
same in the streets 5 I1 I1

george P stiles esq appeared as council
for the defence and edward bonney esq for
the prosecution

W G ware sworn said he was presentnt
when the itycity council passed an order for the
destruction of the press went up to the tem-
ple and heard the marshal read the order of the
mayor3 did not know how they got into the
building the press was taken out and destroy-
ed

defendants counsel objected to witness
stating who voted for the passage of the bill
in the council and read burns definition of a
biotyriot and saidsald there could be no accessory

councilor bonney read from the statute page
and plead there might be an accessory to

ariotarlota hiotriot court decderdecided there be anactesan acces-
sory to any crime either before or after the
fact

j

Wittwitnessless knewkaw some who voted for the order
in the city council heard gen dunham give
orders for the destruction of the pressapress dun-
ham redfield and richards took an active
partart in the destruction of the press did not
knownow all the personspersona

cross examined city council considered the
press a nuisance and ordered it to be abated
was present at the executionexception of the mayors
orders no unnecessary noise all was done
peaceably saw no disorder heard no languageeyby the prisoners calculated to disturb the
peace

henry 0 norton sworn was at the print-
ing office heard marshal greene give orders
to open the door markham carried out the
press and type recollected dunham could not
identify any others no contention between the
marshal and higbee marshal asked charleschariesCn arlesAA
fosterdoster for the key which he refused to give
heard no threats concertinconcerning the destruction of
the press at any time

0 F eur sworn saw many of the peo

racktacktleelele gather around the printingcoullcouil
office went over

ack and over again could not identify any
person heardhaard no loud talking or noise

P T rolfe sworn wagwas at work in the
printing office last monday night 0 higrigbec
carnecame in and baidsaid the council waswaa about to de-
stroy the press and took some papapersers from the
desk marshal greene came wittwith a company
and demanded the key foster and higbee for-
bid him door was opened by lytle as
thought thetheeresapresspresa andarid fixtures were destroyed
some paper and a desk bebelongingloning to dr fosterposter
containing several thousand dollars of proper-
ty auditorsditoraau warrants and other valua-
ble papers

cross examined did not know the amountty warrantsarrants and papers presumed they welewere
destroyed0 did not know whether they were
destroyed waswag from the office long enough to
have them taken out said greene dunham
markhamMarkhambam holmeshoimes perry edwards and har-
mon helped move the press never knew any-
thing against joseph sismithittith personally

B warrinwarringtonton sworn vaswas present atit ththefhee
council when the bill passed to destroy the
presspresa

joseph smith objected to calling in question
the doings of the city cbcounciluncil and referred to
the procproceedingsedings of condcongcongressress to show that all
legislative bodies have a right to speak freely
on any subject before them and that congress
isis not responsible for a riot which might arise
on the execution of their order by the marshal
that the execution of buchsuch order could not be 9a
riot but a legal transaction that the doings
of the city council could only be called in ques-
tion by theb e powerpowers above them and that a
magistrate had not that power that the city
council was not arrayed here for trial but in-
dividualsdividuals were arraigned for a riot if the
city council had transcended their powers they
were amenable to the supreme court and that
judge thomas had decided that an action could
not lie if no riot had been committed

councilor bonney said if the act was com-
mitted under an ordinance of the citcityy they
might show it in justification

court decided that the gentlemen arraigned
were arraigned in their individual capacities
and coald not be recognized by the court in
their official capacity

witness said that all hebe heard the prisoners
say was said as councilorscouncillorscounci lors

testimony on the prosecution closedclotted
councilor stiles moved that the prisoners be

dismissed for want of a cabecage being made out
councilor bonney read the riot aco and

plead a case had been made out
motion overruledruled by the court
dr wakefield willard richards and ed-

ward dingott sworn
dr J R wakefield ofor new york said he

went on the hill after the order passed theethe

council saw some portion of the legion col-
lected walking quietly along as though they
were walking to the dead march inin saul
there was no noise or tumult higbee askedasked
the marshal hishia authority marshal stated his
authority from the mayor for abating the nui-
sance higbee set them all at defiance some
twelve men were called out who went upu stairs
andripenedopened the door did not knowenow hphoww the
ddoor00 was 0opened there wasvas not more than one
thump Bmarshalmarshai greene asked one of the off-
icers if anything was destroyed except what be-
longed to the presspressa and the officer replied no
all was done inin perfect order as peaceably as
people move on a sunday was present all the
time all that was done was done in their off-
icial capacity as officers of the city

councilor bonney objected to the testimony
as it waswaa hotknot before the cohrtcoart that there was
any city

court decided that any knowledge inin posses-
sion of the court was testimony in the court

E dingott of boston concurred in dr
Wakefieldsfielda statements was by the door when
it was opened and knew that nothing more
than a knee was put against it all wwass done
quietly was present inin the city council when
the order passed nothing said inin council exceptexceltwhat was said in capacity of councilorscouncillorscouncilors and
aldermen vas by the door all the time when
the press and type and things used in

withith the press was destroyed there was
no other property taken from the building

cross examined did notriot know the name of
the man who opened0pened the door knew 0 P
rockwell

willard richards read the resolutions of theiha
city council of the loth mst declaring the
press a nuisance ac and the mayorsmaovs order to
the marshaimarshal to destroy the press and the lieu-
tenant generals order to major gen uni

I1

to assist the marshal with the legion if nen
ed toio abate the nuisance and the marshalsmarshm arsha s
return that the press and ttypee were destrodestroyydeed

as published inin the Neighneighborti or junsunjune 19
court queried about the destruction of the

desk
dr wakefield was again called up heard

marshal tell the officers and men to hurt no
property except the press type and fixtures
and after the abatement marshal enquired itif
his order had been obeyed and the officers said
it had

E dingott called again heard mr Pfosterrosteroster
ask higbee for the key of the officece and after
wardsw ardsarda saw him deliverdellver the keyley to mr higbee
there was nothing destroyed but whawhatt per-
tained to the press

addisonAddisori everett of new york sworn saw
the press and type taken out and burned saw
no other property burned desk might havehav e been
taken away before should not have geenbeen it if
it hadbad been bawsaw no desk burned doegdoes notnob be-
lieve any desk was burned I1

joel S milesallies sworn fosterposter said hlahia dockdockett
was not burned witness was sure that dr
foster saidbaid behe hadbad taken other papers out of
the desk

W 0 ware culled againogain saw charlescharlei fos-
ter coming from the office and go into Fosfosberyfosterstery
house with books tinderunder his arm looked like
account books saw nothing but the pdresspress and
fixtures brought out except a chain and thiethe
marshal ordered it carried back

EIVinE gott recalled stood close by the door
could see all that was done did notdot believe a
desk could be brought out and benothe not see it

dr Wakwaldiewaidiefieldld recalled joseph smith and
hyrum were notrot on the hill at all that evening

joseph W coolidge was discharged by the
court and sworn charles foster aked francis
higbee for the key to the office higbee hesi-
tated fosterposter said be wanted to get a desk that
badhad bemeseme valuable papers in it foster got the
key and went in did not aeseea e limbialbinl remove the
desk might have removed it and witness not
see it there waswar no desk burned

the councilorscouncillorscounci lors submitted the case witwithout10 t
plea and the court discharged the prisoners 5

edward hunter philip B lewislewig and major
john bills started with the affidavit of thos
G wilson and my letter acc to take to gov-
ernor ford I1 charged edward hunter under
oath to tell governor ford everything he knew
concerning me good or bad asat he haabaa known
me for several years and I1 said to him br
hunter you have always wished you hadbad been
with us from the commencement if you will
go to springfield and do this buinbusinesseggeeg for mewe
now ininthisthibthis time of danger it shall be as thoughalthough
you had been in missouri anitadand had always been
with us

stephen markham made the following aff-
idavitd avit

state of illinois if

city of nauvoo BEes

on the day of june 1844 came stephen
markham before me willard richards re-
corder of said city and after being duly sworn
dep oBeth and saith that from the public papers
especiallyallyaily the warsaw pappapererikeriv and from re-
ports from the various precincts a mob may be
expected to make an immediate attack upon
the citizens and city of nauvookauv oo00 on account of
the gatherings at the various precincts and
threats to exterminate the latterlatter davday saints

I1 STEPHEN markham
sworn and subscribed to before me this

day of june 1844
WILLARD RICHARDS

recorder of tletiethe city of nauvoo 1

As soon as this affidavit came to my know-
ledge I1 issued the following

proclamationproclamations X
I nauvoo june 184484 1

ajohnto john P greene Marmarshalmarshai of the
city of nauvoo ac

sir complaint having been made to me on
oath that a mob is collecting at sundry points
to make an attack on this city yuluyou will there-
forefore take suehsuch measures as shall be necessary
to preserve the peace of said city according to
the provisions of the charter and the laws of
the state and with the police and legion see
that no violent act is committed gen dun-
ham is to operatecooperateco with
the marshal in keeping the peace accordine to
law JOSEPH SMITH mayor 5

and also
headchead quarters nauvoo legion

nauvoo june letb 1844

to major general in command
jonathan dunham

complaincomplainti having been on oath that a mob
isis preparing to make an attack upon this city
anand citizencitizensg of of nauvoo and having directed
the marshal to keep the peace you are herelherebyy
rcommandedomma 11 ded to order tha nauvoo legion tobe
in readiness to assist said marshal inin keeping
the peace and doing whatever may be neces-
sary to preserve the dignity of the state and
city JOSEPH smithy

gen N L
alsoaiso

head quarters nauvoo legion
june 1844 3

to major general in command
jonathan dunham

hyouyou are hereby instructed to execute all
orderordera8 of atle marshal and perform all serviservicesservicedcedcei
with as little noise and cconfusiononfusion as possible
and take every precaution to prevent groups of
citizens ae from gathering on the bankbatik of
the river on the landilandllandingng of boats or otherwise
and allay everyevery cause and pretext of excite
mentmerit aaas well as suspicion and yet let your
operations be efficient and decided

JOSEPH SMITH
gen N Lt

I1 also issued an order to col A P rock-
wood to call out my guard and staff immeimmediate-
ly

diat a
to my head quarters and I1 also ordered thaiha

legion to parade tomorrowto morrow at 10 am
headahead quarters nauvoo legion f

beut generals office
june 1844

catoto col A P rockwood
youyon are hereby commanded to notify my

Rguardard and staff to appear at head quarters
without delay armed and equipped ataccordingcordin
to law for military duty and inspection with
powder and ball

JOSEPH SMITH
general N L 1

I1 advised my brother hyrumarum not to mail his
letter to prest young at presentregentresent

I1 directed my clerk thomasomas bullock to re
mallmailmainmalni in the masonicI1 sonie hall and take affidavits
of the men who are constantly coming in wath
news of the movements of the mob and pre-
serve ccopiercopies to forward to the governor

I1 recreceivedelved the following0 letter
burlinburlingtonton iowalowa territory

june 1844 3

dear sir I1 wrote to inform you that jerg
miah smith arrived here yesterday in safety
and free from arrest he desires through mo
to thank you for bour kindness and attention to
to him while at nauvoo

I1 wrote from springfield to apprize you that
an effort was making to procure an indictment
against the members of your municipal court
for the part they acted in trying the habeas
Ccorpus petitions efforts of my-
self and dr hickok that result was prevented
and T B johnson exposed the boat is cast-
ing otoff and I1 must close dr dunlop will
write to apprize you of the william andanil wil-
son laws proceedproceedings heherere you will hear
from meme again booneoon yoursr 8 truly

H T HUGINS 11

gen joseph smith nauvoo 11

thus it appears that the U S district coartcohrt
acknowledges the jurisdiction of tbthee municipal
court of nauvoo in trying thetho merits of writs
of habeas corpus

the mob is cutill increasing in numbers att
carthage and other places
it iais reported that williamam and wilson law

have ialalaid aapianaplanplanpian to burn the printing office of
the nauvoo neighbor thithia0 night I1 therefore
stationed a strong police round the premises
and throughout the city

the captain of the steamer osprey called
upon me 4ai

about 11 pm a negro came into my office
with an open letter without any date or name
aridand raid that dr foster gave it to him at
madilonmadison to give henry 0 norton in that
letter foster said dunham and richardsrichard
swore inin my presence that they would kill him
foster in two days and that there was a

man in madison would swear be had heardbeard
them say 00 at my house

1I closedcloset thehe issuing of orders about
night ready q retire to rest pleasant
weather


