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HISTORY OF JOSEPHE SMITH.
Jung, 1844,

My brother Hyrum wrote the following let-
ter to Prest. B. Young: |

“City of Nauvoo, June 17th, 1844,
“Dear Brother B. Young:

There has been for geveral days a great ex-
citement among the inhabitants in the adjoin-
ing counties. Mass meetings are held upon
mass meeting, drawing up resolutions to utter-
ly exterminate the Saints. The excitement has
been gotten up by the Laws, Fosters and the
Highbees, and they themselveshave left the city
and are engaged in the mob., They have gent
their runners into the Btate of Missouri fo ex-
cite them to murder and bloodshed, and the re-
port is that a great many hundreds of them
will come over to take an active part in mur-
dering the Saints. The excitement i8 very
great indeed,

It is thought by myself and others for you
to return without delay, and the rest of the
Twelve and all the Eldera that have gone out
from this place, and as MANY MORE GOOD

| D. Redfield, O. Porter Rockwell and Levi

Richarda.

Defendants were brought before the court
by Joel 8. Miles, constable of the county afore-
said, by virtue of a warrant issued by the court
on complaint of W. G. Ware, for a ‘riot com-
mitted in the city of Nauvoo, county aforesaid,
on or before the 10th day of June, 1844, by for-
cibly entering a brick building in said city,
occupied as a printing office, and taking there-
from by force, and with force of arms, a print-
Ing press, types and paper. together with other
property belonging to William Law, Wilson
Law, Robert 1. Foster, Charles A. Foster,
K. M., Higbee, Chauney L. Higbee and Charles
Ivins, and breaking in pieces and burning the
gpame in the sfreets. /

George P. Stiles, Iisq., appeared as council

%fﬂr the defence and Edward Bonney, £sq., for

the prosecution.

W. G. Ware sworn: Said he was present
when the city council passed an order for the
destruction of the press; went up to the Tem-
pie and heard the marshal read the order of the
mayor; did not know how they got into the
b:llilding; the press was taken out aud destroy-
ed.

Defendants?” counsel objected to witness’
gtating who veted for the passage of the bill
in the council, and read Burns’ definition of a
riot, and said there could be no accessory.

Councilor Bonney read from the statute page
173, and plead there might be an accessory to
a riot. Court decided there might be an acces-
sory to any crime either before or after the

‘fact. .

Withess knew some who voted for the order
in the city council; heard Gen. Dunham give
orders for the destruction of the press; Dun-
ham, Redfield, and Richards took an active

art in the destruction of the pregs. Did not
cnow all the persons.

Cross-examined: City council considered the
press a nuisance and ordered it to be abated;
was present at the exceution of the mayor’s
orders; no unnecessary noise; all was done
Eeac&ably; saw no disorder; heard no language

y the prisoners calculated to disturb the
peace,

Henry O. Norton sworn: Was at the print-
ing office; heard Marshal Greene give orders
to open the door. Markham carried out the
press and type; recollected Dunham; could not
tdentify any others; no contention between the
marshal and Higbee; marshal asked Charles A.
JFoster for the key which he refused to give;
heard no threats concerning the deatruction of
the press at any time.

0. F. Moesseur sworn: Saw many of the peo-

gle gather around the printing office; went over,

ack, and over again; could not identify any

' person; heard no loud talking or naise.

P. T. Rolfe sworn: Was at work in the
printing office last Monday night, €. Higbee
came in and said the council was about to de-
stroy the pregs, and took some papers from the

desk; Marshal Greene came with a company

' and demanded the key. Foster and Higbee for-

FAITHFUL MEN a8 feel disposed to come up with bid him; door was opened by Lytle, as witneas

thein. Let wisdom be exercised, and whatever
they do, do it without & noise. You know we
are not frightened, but think it best to ba well

prepared and be ready for the onset, and if it

ig extermination—extermination it is of course.

Communicate to the others of the Twelve
with as much speed as possible, with
gtillness and calmness.
gufficient, and a little powder, lead and a good

rifie can be packed in your luggage very easy

without creating any suspicion.
There must be no excuses made, for wisdom

says that a strict compliance with this re-

quest will be for our safety and welfare,

In haste, I remain yours in the firm bonda of

the new and everlagting covenant,
HYRUM SMITH.”

“Large bodies of armed men, cannon and
munitions of war are coming on f’rum Missouri
in steam boats. These facts are communica-
ted to the governor, and President of the 1Init-
ed States, and you will readily see that we
have to prepare for the onset,

In the bonds of the new and everlasting

covenant, I remain yours,
JOSEPH SMITH.”

This morning I was arrested, together with
Samuel Bennett, John Taylor, W. W. Phelps,
Hyrum Smith, Joha P. Greene, Dimick B. Hun-
tington, Jonathan Dunham, Stephen Markbam,
Jonathan H. Holmes, Jesse P. Harmon, John
Lytle, Jogeph W. Coolidge, David H. Redfield,
O. P. Rockwell and Levi Richards, by consta-
ble Joel 8. Miles, on 2 writ issued by Daniel
II. Wellg, on complaint of W. G. Ware for a
riot on the 10th inst. in destroying the Nauvoo
Expositor press. At2p.m., we all went be-
fore Justice Wells at his house, and after a
long and close examination, we were dig-
charged. The following.is a copy of the min-
utes of this trial:

“FOR THE NEIGHEOR.

“Slate of Illinois, -
connty of Hancock. ' E

Justice’s Court, June 17th, 1844; Daniel H.
Wells, justice of the peace, presiding.

State of Illinois vs. Joseph Smith, Samuel
Bennett, John Taylor, W. W. Phelps, Hyrum
Smith, John P. Greene, Stephen Perry, Dimick
B. Huntington, Jopathan Dunham, Stephen
Markham, Jonathan H. Holmes, Jesse P. Har-
mon, Johr Lytle, Joseph W. Coolidge, Harvey

perfect
A word to the wige is

thought; the press and fixtures were destroyed;
some paper and a desk belonging to Dr. Foster
containing geveral thousand dollars of proper-
ty, $4000 auditor’s warrante and other valua-
ble papers.

. Cross-examined: Did not know the amount

'?? warrants and papers; presumed they were

destroyed.  Did not know whether they were
destroyed; was from the office long enough to
bave them taken out. 8aid Greene, Dunham,
Markham, Holmes, Perry, Edwards, and Har-
mon helped move the Erens. Never knew any-
thing against Joseph Bmith personally.

B. Warrington sworn: Was pregent at the
council when the bill passed to deatroy the
press.

Jogeph Smith objected to calling in question
the doings of the city council, and referred to
the prnceedigga of Congress to show that all
legislative bodies have a right to apeak freely
on any subject before them; and that Congress
is not responaible for a riot which might arise

that the execution of such order could not be &
riot, but a legal traneaction; that the doings
of the city council could only be called in ques-
tion by the powers above them; and that a
magistrate had not that power; that the city
council was not arrayed here for trial; but in-
dividuals were arraigned for a riot. If the
city council had transcended their powers they
were amenable to the supreme court, and that
Judge Thomas had decided that an action could
not lie if no riot had been committed.

Councilor Bonney said if the act was com-
mitted under an ordinance of the city they
might show it in justification.

Court decided that the gentlemen arraigned
were arraigned in their individual capacities,
and coald not be recognized by the court in
their official capacity.

Witness said that all he heard the prisoners
say was said as councilors.

Testimony on the prosecution closed.

Councilor Stiles moved that the prisoners be
dismissed for want of a case being made out.

Councilor Bonney read the riot acty and
plead a case had been made out.
" Motion everruled by the court.

Dr. Wakefield, Willard Richards and Ed-
ward Wingott sworn.

Dr. J. R. Wakefield (of New York) said he

went on the hill after the order passed the

on the execution of their order by the marshal;

council, saw some portion of the Legion col-
lected, walking quietly along as though they
were walking to the ‘Dead March in Sauly
there was no noise or tumult, Higbee asked
the marshal his authority; marshal stated his
authority from the mayer for abating the nui-
sance, Higbee get them all at defiancey some
twelve men were called out who went up stairs
and opened the door; did not know how the
door was opened; there was not more than one
thump. Marshal Greene asked one of the offi-
cers if anything was destroyed except what be-
longed to the press? and the officer replied, no!
All was done in perfect order, as peaceably as
people move on a Sunday; was present all the
time; all that was done, was done in their offi-
cial capacity as officers of the city.

Councilor Bonney objected to the testimony,
as it was not before the court that there was
any city.

Court decided that any knowledge in posses-
gion of the conrt was testimony in the court.

E. Wingott (of Boston) concurred in Dr,
Wakefield’s statements; was by the door when
it was opened, and knew that nothing more
than a knee was put against it; all was done

uietly; was present in the city council when
the order passed; nothing said in council except
what was said in capacity of councilors and
aldermen; was by the door all the time when
the press and type, and things used in connex-
ion with the press, was destroyed. There was
no other property taken from the building.

Cross-examined: Did not know the name of
the man who opened the door; knew O, P.
Rockwell. f

Willard Richards read the resolutions of the
city council of the 10th inst,, declaring the
press a nuisance, &c.; and the mayor’s order to
the marshal to destroy the press; and the lien-
tenant general’s order to Major Gen. Dunljie
to agsist the marshal with the Legion, if n
ed, to abate the nuisance; and the marshal’s
return that the press and type were destroyed,
(as published in the ‘Neighbor,” June 19.) .

- Court queried about the destruction of the
eRx.

Dr. Wakefield was again called up; heard
marshal tell the officers and men to hurt no
property except the press, type and fixtures:
and after the abatement marghal enquired if
Ecilil usder had been obeyed, and the officers said
it had.

E. Wingott called again: Heard Mr. Foster
ask Higbee for the key of the office, and after-
wards saw him deliver the key to Mr. Highee;
there was nothing destroyed but what per-
tained to the press. |

Addison Everett (of New York) sworn: Saw
the press and type taken out and burned; saw
no other property burned; desk might have been
taken away before; should not have geen it if
it had been; saw no deak burned; does not be-
lieve any desk was burned.

Joel 8. Miles sworn: Foster said his docket
was not burned. Witness was sure that Dr,
Foater said he bad taken other papers out of
the desk.

W. (3. Ware called again: Saw Charles Fos-
ter coming from the office, and go into Foster’s
houge with books under his arm; looked like
account books; saw nothing but the press and
fixtures brought out except a chain, and the
marshal ordered it carried back.

E. Wingottrecalled: Stood close by the door;
could gee all that was done, did not believe a
desk could be brought out and he not see it.

Dr. Wakfield recalled: Joseph Smith and
Hyrum were not on the hill at all that evening.

Jogeph W, Coolidge was discharged by the
court and sworn: Charles Foster asked Francis
Higbee for the key to the office; Higbee hesi-
tated; Foster said he wanted to get & desk that
had seme valuable papers in it; Foster got the
key and went in; did not see him remove the
desk; might have removed it and witness not
gee it; there was no desk burned.,

The councilors gubmitted the case withont
plea, and the court discharged the prigoners.”

Edward Hunter, Philip B. Lewis and Major
John Bills started with the affidavit of Thos.
G. Wilson, and my letter, &e., to take to Gov-
erpor Ford., I charged Edward Hunter, under
oath, to tell Governor Ford everything he knew
concerning me, good or bad, as he has known
me for several years; and I said to him “Br.
Hunter, you have always wished yvou had been
with us from the commencement; if vou will
go to Springfield, and do this business for me
now inthis time of danger, it ehiall be as though
you had been in Missouri, and had always been
with us.”

Stephen Markham made the following afi-
davit:

“State of Illinois, §
City of Nauvoo. § i

On the 17th day of June, 1844, came Stephen
Markham before we, Willard Richards, re-
corder of said city, and after being duly sworn,
deposeth and saith that from the public papers.
especially the Warsaw papers, and from re-
ports from the various precincts, a mob may be
expected to make an immediate attack upon
the citizens and city of Nauvoo, on account of
the gatherings at the various precincts, and
threats to exterminate the Latter Day Saints,

STEPHEN MARKHAM.

Sworn and subseribed to before me this 17th
dey of June, 1844,
WILLARD RICHARDS,
Recorder of the City of Nauvoe,”

=

As soon ag this affidavit came to my know-
ledge, I issued the following

“PROCLAMATION! X
“Nauvoo, June 17th, 1844,

“To John P. Greene, Marshal of the
city of Nauvoo, &c.:

Sir:—Complaint having been made to me on
oath that a mob is céllecting at sundry points
to make an attack on this city, you will there-
fore take sueh measures as shail be necessary
to pregerve the peace of said city, according to
the provisions- of the charter and the laws of
the State; and with the police and Legion see
that no violent act is committed., Gen. Dl!ﬂ-—-
ham is hereby instructed to co-operate with
the marshal in keeping the peace according to
law. JOSEPH SMITH, Mayor.”

And algo:

¢Head Quarters, Nauvoo Legion,}
Nauvoo, June 17th, 1844,  §

““To Major General in command,
Jonathan Dunham:

“Complaint having been on oath that & mob
is preparing to make an attack upon' this city
and citizens of of Nauvoo, and having directed
the marshal to keep the peace, you are hereby
commanded to order thq Nauvoo Legion to be
in readiness to assist said marshal in keeping

“Head Quarters, Nauvoo Legion,

the peace, and doing whatever may be neces-
sary to preserve the dignity of the State and
city. JOSEPH SMITH,

Lieut. Gen, N, L.

Also:

June 17th, 1844. E
“To Major General in command, :
Jonathan Dunham:

“You are hereby instructed to execute all
orders of the marshal, and perform all services
with ag little noise and confusion as possible,
and take every precaution to prevent groups of
citizens, &ec, from gathering on the bauk of
the river on the landing of boats or otherwise,
and allay every cause and pretext of excite-
ment as well as suspicion, and yet let your
operations be efficient and decided,

JOSLPH SMITH,
Lieut. Gen. N. L,”

I also issued an order to Col. A. P. Rock-
wood to eall out my guard and staff immediate-
ly to my head quarters, and I also ordered the
Legion to parade to-morrow at 10 a.m.

“Head Quarters, Nauvoo Legion, 2
Lieut. General’s Office, |
June 17th, 1844, )
“To Col. A. P. Rockwood:

- You are hereby commanded to notify my
guard and staff, to appear at Head Quarters,
without delay, armed and equipped accordin
to law for military duty and inspection, wii
powder and ball. |

JOSEPH SMITH,
Lieut. General N. L.”

I advised my brother Hyrum not to mail his
letter to Prest. Young at present.

I directed my clerk Thomas Bullock to re-
main in the Masonic Ha!l, and take affidavits
of the men who are constantly coming in with
news of the movements of the mob, and pre-
gerve copiea to forward to the governor.

I received the following letter:

“Burlington, Towa Territory, ?
June 17th, 184, z

“PDear Sir:—I wrote to inform you that Jere-
miah Smith arrived here yesterday in safety,
and free from arrest. He desires through mae
to thank you for vour kindness and attention to
to him while at Nauvoo.

1 wrote from Springfield to apprize you that
an effort was making to procure an indictment
against the members of your municipal court
for the part they acted in trying the habeas
corpus petitions. Through%he efiorts of my-
self and Dr. Hickok that result was prevented,
and T. B. Johnson exposed. The boat is cast-
ing off, and I must close. Dr. Dunlop will
write to apprize you of the William and Wil-
son Law’s proceedings here. You will hear
from me again soon.—Yours truly,

H. T, HUGINS.”
““Gen. Jogeph Smith, Nauvoo, H1.”

Thus it appears that the U. S. distriet court

acknowledges the jurisdiction of the municipal

. court of Nauvoo in trying the merits of writs

of habeas corpus.

The mob is still inereasing in numbers at
Carthage and other places.

It is reported that William and Wilson Law
have laid a plan to burn the printing office of
the Nauvoo Neighbor this night; I therefore
atationed a strong police round the premiges
and throughout the city.

The captain of the steamer Osprey call_ifd
upon me.

About 11 p.m., a negro came into my office
with an open letter without any date or name,
and said that Dr. Foster gave it to him at
Madison to give Henry O. Norton. In that

letter Foster said thaty Dunham and Richards

swore in my presence that they would kill him
(Foster) in two days; and that there was a
man in Madison would swear he had heard
them say #o at my house. -
I closed the issuing of orders about 12 at
night, ready fo retire to rest. 'Pleasant

‘weather.



