3568

.

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

mnskets, their noanimity on that polot
is a]l the more remarkable,”

Mr. Giadstone hag offered bhis succes-
sor all the nid he may sese fit lo ask,
but it 8 more than likely that
the pDew premier has already
laid out s line ot policy of bis own,
and that his premiersbip matks an
epoch in the history of the nation,
The present position has always been
the goal of his ambition.

What Gladstone still bas to say to
the liberal party will be listened to
with keen iuterest, A parly counail
will probably be summoned before
long, and the voice of the *'grand old
man® will once more be heard, Indl-
cating the course to follow. Then it
wliil ptobably be made more clear what
part the retiring premier proposes fo
take 1a the struggle that is still

pending.
'THE MEDICAL BILL.

No one subject of legislation pending
in the present Assembly bas attracted
the personal attention and excited the
personal interest of as mapy oltizens of
the Tetrritory as bas the question of a
medical law. An avalanche of petl-

tions relative to it have poured in upon
the Assembly and the number of gig-
natures Atiached to them aggregate
meny tbousands, By tar the greater
pumber of the eigners have asked the
repeal of the present law and protested
Against the enactment of Any similatr
legislation. Ever singe tbe people ot
the Tertitory generally bave realized
the character of the medical law that
was passed at the last session of the Leg-
fslature thelr indignation apnd resent-
ment have steadily tncreased. Thou-
sands of intelligent, solid, conservative
citizens of the Territory, who are not
easily ewayed by anv passing political
breeze ot eubject of popular discontent,
gincerely feel that the last Assembly,
by passing the present medical law,
committed an invasion of their righte.
This sentiment bse no doubt been in-
cteased by the efforts of individuals
who, for petsoni] reasons, justifiable or
otherwise, have antagonized-the law
and exaggerated its objectionable fea-
tures.

But making all just allowance for
the resulls that have attended the
eftorts of interested Iindividuals to
arouse public antagonism towards the
law, the statnte i hostile to what bas
always been the prevailing publio sen-
timent in the Territory ever since the
firat seitlers locsted Iu it. A very
Iarge proportivno of ite inbhabitants have
niways regarded with ioore or less dle-
tiust the teachings of echoola of med].
cine, and the alleged skill and ability
of pbysiciane to successfully combai
Jdisemse, It is notthe purpose hete to
discuss the guestion whether or not
such distrust is proper or justifiabie. It
exists ns B marked public sentiment,
andalways bas, and there ought not to
be any allegation from any source that
the people have not a perfect right to
entertain 1t. Fence the objection of
the people to the action of the last As.
sembly, X

It is a matter of history that with
almost unfailing regularity a coterje of
phyelcians, at succeeding ressions of
the Legislature, sought the passage of
s medical law, mote or less neatly In
fine with the existing one; but the

Asgembly nlwaye resisted the proposl-
tion until 1892, when success at last
aitended the efforte of the doctore. It
18 notoriously true that it has alwaye
been the doctors and not the people
who have wanted a mediesl Jaw, Apd
to the leglslators the guestion bas been
whether the people or the doctors
ehould rule. At the sespion of 1892 -
pbyeician who had repeatedly iabored
for a medical law was made chairman
of the public health committes in the
House, and this circumsiance goes far |
townrds explaining bow the law came
to be paseed.

Therd has been a general anticipa-
tion that the present Ascembly would
either repenl in toto the meudjcal law,
or paes another that woul!d remove
its objectionable features. FProbably a
dezen Dille bave been Introduced with
the latter object in view, but nearly
alf of them bave been kilied. The
House committee on public bealtbh has
reported adversely on mcst of them,
but o walting public walted in vain
for it, or its Council counterpart, to
offer & bill that either conld support,
until the 50th day of the gesslon, when
B mensure was |ntroduced in the
House and after amendment bas now
passed that body,

The bill ia quite s disappointment in
every respect, and thoughb it is amend-
atory of the act of two years ago
in some particutars, it ia essentinlly a
reproduction of it. Uafortunately the
very features of the old law that bave
been the cause of so lauch unpopular-
Ity remain largely unchanged. Two
forme of certificates are provided for,
but thelr difterence 18 not well-defined.
There is & reduction in the license fee,
which was formerly deemed too bigh;
but the same atthority is' left
with the board to  determipe
what 1s A ‘‘respectable medical|
coliege.”” Undet one of the sections a
non-gradnate, who secures the endorse-
ment of twenty-fi ve legal voters of the
“clty ot precinet? in whieh he resldes,
i permitted to practice medicine in
such city or precinet; thus a practi-
tioner may lawfully prescribe for a
patient on one side of a preeloct or
corpotate boundary llne,but if he do the
same acCt of beneflt or mercy on the
other stde of that line, he is =
crimioal} This i8 » proposition that is
pot contained in the present law, and
in this respect the bill ie worse than
the statute. There iz room for rome
smbiguity as to the meaning of the
term **immoral or dishonorable con-
duet,*” and for =& good deal
of upcertainty &8s to the pro-
ceedinge against one charged with
such conducy. Faulty and ab-
surd construction must also be charged
a8 1o the “‘mdministration of family
remedies,” whilecn s exempted irom
the operations of the bill. What are
“family remedies?*’ What Is the dit-
ference between ‘““family remedies?’
and ‘drug store remedies?? in general?
How i8 it to be determined whether a
praclitioner, proseguted for violating
the law, did or did not contine his pre-
ecriptions for the sick to ““family reme-
dfe~?” A person might innocently sup-
pose be was using & ““family remeudy?®?
while tbe medical board might {ry to
prove that it was some other kind of
remedy. A remedy admilnistered to
a whole family would certainly be a
“family remedy’ under the ordinary

meanlog of wotds; but does the

langusage of this bill imply that the
dose to cute one must be given to the
whole family?

It wonld be easy to go oo and multi-
ply instances of carelessness in prepsar-
ation, and of objections in prineiple,
bat lack of space forbids. The mensnre
evidently intends to make it ensier for
a pon-graduate to get B licenss, but
there appears to be & clash hetween
sections on this point, and the result is
uncertain. The worst feature is the
failure to define or restrict the powers
of the board In respect to the examin-
atlone it may reqguire applicants for
‘‘cortificatep’’ to pass. It provides, in
effect, that thoze examinations shall be
auch as the board may see fit to pre-
seribe, apnd the result is that the
board §s given absolute and mutocratic
power to exclude aoy applicant, on the
gtound tbat the result ot bis examina-
tion was not satisfagctory. When It is
remembered that this examipation in-
cludes the moral conduct and character
of the apolicant, 28 well as his profes-
siona} qualifications, the inquisitorialk
character of such A Iaw 18 apparent: it
virtually places an applicant tor the
privilege of practicing medicine, oun
trial before a jury that may be avowed-
iy hostile to bim, and with no law to
govern them in making up their ver-
dict except their own eweet will.

The Ngews thinks that if noth-
ing better cau be offered ip the Legis-
lature, that body would do wejil to
slmply repeal the Iaw of 1892, For
nearly balf a century the Territory
Hourished witbout » medical law, and
theoverwhelming majority of its voters
remain unconverted to the belief that
they need one; though this is not BAY~
ing that the right Elnd of A medicaj}
iaw would not be A good thing io
Utah.

———

RUSEBERRY’s VISIT TO BRIGHAM
YOUNG.

“Bernard,’’ s very good frlend of the
NEws living in Salt Lake City, ocalls
to our potice, in connection with the
elevatlon of Lord Roseber'y to the
Enpgiish premierehip, the fact of his
baving vieited this city many years
ago. During his vislt to Ametios in
the summer of 1873, Lord Roseberry
stopped off here several days while on
his way west. At tne time he arrived
bere, President Brigham Young, with
most of the other prominent brethren,
was absent on s vieit to Provo. The
Utab Bouthern ralircad was come
pleied only na tar as Pleasant Grove,
tenms being used from that point
south. Roseberry, who has achieved
since—what be was then quite en-
titied to—a well-earned repuiation for

enetgy anod pluck, came to Salt
Luake City chiefly to see &and
converse Wwith the man he had
heard BO much about; and

when be learned that President Young
was ahsent, be took train atonce in
pursuit, fdetermined not to lose the ob-
ject of his viell. On arriviog at
Pleasant Grove,no conveysnce met the
train to take bim the remainming 12
miles to Prove. He immediately
““hustled around*® until he tound a
man with an ordinary lumuer wagon,
ot 83 Roseberry called it, s “cars,*?
who agreed to take him over to Provo,
and in that way he got there.

Arriving at Provo he called upon



