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through from erie to philadelphia
thereinere are also two large saw mills in the
totown one of them cutting feet
of lumber per day and one furniture
Inctory one large tannery and a dyna-
mite factory near by

at the present rate the timber isis be-
ing taken out if there is not oil found or
some other enterprise started up before
long I1 do not know what all the people
willwillbodo as this is not a good farming
country the mountains are steep and

and where the timber has been
taken off the bills look pretty much like
a porcupine backsback the stumps represent-
ing the quills

the climate here is cold with consid-
erable snow in winter which is a good
thingthine torfor getting out the timber as they
sometimes slide lo10logss over a mile down
the mountains over the snow on sun-
day january ai st the thermometer was
fifteen degrees below zero and monday
it I1was six below and some days the
thermonthermometerleter did not rise more than
aree above zero

we have met with some very good
kind hearted beope since arriving here
beathe irth of october and quite a num-
ber ofif people are earnestly investigating
thedo gospel I1 think there will be a

harvest here in the future
we may not reap the harvest

we have made theelse mayone
otof the editors and leading

officials of the county and city and have
some Vvryry good friends among them of
whom mr william L thomas the
cannity treasurertreasurer is an excellent friend
ate hadbad bearyheard belorebefore meeting mr

that he was a very contentious
jiinnn and a sinner but on getting

ed wwithit him to our surprise
we 16found himim quite different he has
atteaattendedded several of our meetings and

the evening of saturday janu
h and all day sunday with him

to be very well pleased with
oftoppreachingreaching we find quite anuma num-
ber oi people here who believe in the
batje and do not want private interpre-
tationsto put on the scriptures and they
ha never belonged to any church

some ot the ministers are feeling bad
aabouttourour being here and say all they
can to hinder uusis and warn their congre

not to0 attend our meetings
aoe raministerinister remarked a few days ago
that hebe thought it a shame for us to COTICcome
here and raise such a disturbance in the
other churches and breaking them up
boutwebatt we tell them we have not come to
catt the righteous but sinners to repent
gawe we do not wish to tear down
aaay persons belief our duty is to
preach the gospel and build them a bet-
ter gospel house and itif they do not
wish to accept it we do not want to tear
them down and leave them in a worse
condition our mission is to help exalt
oia as much as possible yet we
fiodand the clergymen opposing and trying
every plan to hinder us but their efforts
are like an advertisement to a business
firm it only causes the people to think
uka the jews did with paul when they
exclaimed but we desire to hearbear of
thee whittwhat thou thinnestthiothinkest for as concern-
ingini this sect we know that everywhere
itft sa spoken against so they come out
to hearhar what we have to say and then
they find we preach the gospel they are
greatly disappointed and come again to
aiceifit we teach the same gospel all the

through
fearieV are getting better known all the

tin au peapeoplepl are beginning to think

A

ya

I1 that we are not out preaching of our
own accord but that we are called of
god to preach his gospelyour valuable paper comes reguregularlyregularslarly
and is read with great interest anand
after we read the papers we give them
to our friends who are always thankful
for them the people are very kind
and hospitable and the good work is
progressing

JOHN R CRAWFORD
JOSHUA SELLEY

OKLAHOMA conference
T C FLAT feb irth 1897

our conference commenced with a
priesthood meeting at the home of
brother higdon and concluded with an-
other in the parlors of our friend Mmrr
gagman A number of public nmeet-
ings were held in the district school
house the trustees giving us contrellcontroll of
the same duringdunanz our sojourn in the lo-
cality A kindly compecompetition was enter-
ed with by our friends in their efforts to
outdo each in kindness to-
ward the elders after each session of i
our most interest ng meetings the
elders were taken to the homes of the
various friends in order that all be
come acquainted

in connection w th the various sub
ejectsbecis spoken on by the elders of this
particular conference elder andrew
kimball president of the mission gave
a lecture on the gospel illustrating the
same on a blackboardblack board extending across
the hall the house was filled to its full
extent and judging by the remarks of
satisfactiontion the lecture will do consid-
erable good in company with elder
kimball was elder john M knight as-
sistant secretary of the mission who
also took an active part in the public
meetings elder birkmansKirk mans sweet tenor
voice singing the songs f zion wwasas
greatly appreciated by all those wwhoh0
were so fortunate as to be present

A box supper was afterwards given
partly in honor of the elders and to
use their ability while here it was one
of the most In teresing entertainments
that ever had been given in these parts
elder B D was master of
certceremoniesmonies and one who witnessed the
demonstrations would certainly be con
vinced that the numbers given by the
elders were well received there were
mandolin and guitar duets by elders

and kirkman solos by elder
kirkman and the comic and pathetic
recitations of elder knight and elder
kimballsKimballs but the most interesting and
beneficial of all was the lastfast and testi-
mony meeting the striking feature be-
ing the power with which the holy
ghost was poured out upon our elders
when each one stood up and bore a
powerful testimony of the truthfulness
to the work they were engaged in it
was the first time some here had felt the
burning impression of that divine influ-
ence which accompanies all who will
comply with the glorious truth brought
forth through the prophet joseph smith

the following elders are laboring in
the oklahoma conference

john J gallachergal lacher charles M holmes
franklin raleigh georgedeorge V morris jr
thomas G naylor charles H robison
john M kearns even evanson wil
jiamdam spillmonSpillmor wells hess john A
eardley our conference presidentresident1resident and
B D our conconferencefieerence secre-
tarytarlerafter a hearty shake of the hand anand

a god bless you we separated going
to our respective fields of labor with
the determination to travel withoutwitti out
purse or scrip and with a full assurance
that god would administer to his ser-
vants may the prayers of the saints
be offered up in our behalf that we may
enjoy health and have the holy spirit
to be with us continually is the wish of
all elders of the oklahoma conferences

BYRON D secretary

BANNOCK STAKE conference
REXBURG idaho marchardmarch ard3rd 1897

the quarterly conference of the ban
nock stake of zion convened in therthe
music hall here sunday and monday
february and barchistMarchist two gen
eral meetings being held each dday
and a priesthood meeting on sundsunday
evening

the weather was fine and the building
was filled each gathering

elder thomas EH ricks was the only
one present of the stake presidency
both hisbis counselors being at present en
paged with the legislegislatureattire at boise
there were present however most of
the bishops and other leading brethren
of the stake

the opening session sunday was de-
voted to exercises by the sunday
schools of rexburgRex burg which rendered a
program in a very creditable manner
similar to that being given the same day
by the sunday school children iu salt
lake in honor of the ninetieth anniver-
sary of president Ps birthday

during the other sessions of our concoir
ference many incidents in the life of our
venerable president were spoken bibyof by
the speakers elders ben E rich andland
M W pratt particularly dwelt upon
brother woodruffsls life work and la-
bors touching upon topics of the sub-
ject familiar to many and refreshing endand
gladdening the hearts of all present
so also here like in the chief city of the
saints and among many similar gather
ings held these two days throughout thedie
length and breadth of zion was there a
spirit of love and esteem manifested
and diffused among us encouraging sitall
to emulate the life otof our worthy
prophet seer and revelator

elders F S bramwell james V
mason and george cole andand others
spoke during conconferenceterence giving many
practical lessons to the saints in our la-
bors both temporal and spiritual

elder amos atkinson resumed mismis
from the friendly islands gava

an interesting account of his labors
among the people on those distant
shores

home missionaries were called and
sustainedined to travel in the stake for the
next three months

president ricks reported a healhealthythir
condition of the stake in all the organi-
zations thereof he reviewed the do-
ings of conference and bore testimony
of the trunk of the spirit that had been
poured out in so rich abundance to us
at this time

the choir sang an anthem and bene-
diction was pronounce by patriarch A
E hinckley

JAMES GILLESPIE stake clerk

charles brunsonBruBODaa seventeen yearyar
old boy addicted tote the asea of strong
drink killed himself at
california march aa by
strychnine


