DISCOURSE

\MASA LYMAN, KAYSVILLE CITY,

DECEM-
BER 20, 1855, :

 [REPORTED BY W. W.BURTON.]

hiren and sisters, it gives me much gratifi-:
id joy to have the opportunity of meeting
on this occasion. . .And probably there
ssity for me to tell you why I am glad.

| these men, I ask?

a

|
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Then what was the changelin the condition nt1
‘When our Savior called them
they were fishing, and they had never made the
acquaintance of the Son of /God; they knew
n?tlhing of him,~or 'of his//Father who bhad sent
bim, ¢ 7

It/was his request that first attracted their at-
tention. and we learn that subsequently they were
sent forth as messengers to preach the gospel to
their fellow men. « And what of all that? Why, |

RET "NEWS."

salvation for their self martyrdom; for many of
‘them have been martyred? |

“Well, now, what is the reason if suffering will
-exalt and save the Latter Dav Saints, that 1t wil
not save and exalt the suffering ‘millions who
never knew anything about Mormonism? As I
‘heard a Universal preacher say (the saying sfruck
me when | heard it), that if we could find a plan
that wonld save one man, we could find a plan
that would save all men. ' Well, this is what we

T e P N,

S e N, S ST

But have you left off your practical sins? for
theory will do you no geod; you may have all
the kuowledge you please. but it will «lo von no
' good until it defines the divinity of its charaeter,
~antil it becomes indelibly fixed in your minds.
I want that vou should learn this. b

Says one, 12 it not good for us to be baptized?
' Yes.  And it is also pood to use the Lord’s
prayer; and when you ask forgiveness, the ex- .
ample given tells you the very course that.youw

o

2 enabled to infer that, from what I

says one, they had learned the things of Ged, |
Well, had ‘they any mare than learned them?.
What bad happened them? . Was there any dif-
ference with IEem, more than they knew a litile
more than they did before? ~ o
The very first salvation that Peler was enabled |
to treasure up as his own prosperity, was that he
knew that Jesus was ihe Christ, the Souof the
living God. It was ti.e Spirit of God that re-
vealed this unto him; and he continued to have |
the comprehension of truth, in addition 1o the
truth which he had already learned; and that was |

ides making a great many new ones. ail the diffe . .
= | repce. there was with Peter, or the
arned better as I have grown older. rest-of Ahe anesiles

By o s SRR o ek it

-. : _ Yes, but they did not learn anything, unless there |
el ¢ {if ;L}f:i, :u{;ﬂiﬁqﬁgﬂgﬂﬁ:{ﬁm&égi’w.fm, an_interpreter, preseni. The Apostl_g Panl
R eeon engagedph;; BB svho teathek ne Isaid he had ratber speak five waords, with his

wanty for if we can find a plan that has saved | should adopt towards God, and towards.all with
one, we.can find the plan that has saved all that| whomn you have any thing to.do. Thereis no-
have been saved. | | thing vou ought 10 be more particular about
If there is not developed in us the comprehen- | than this; when you say, father, forgive e, just
sion and correct practice” of the trath, we shall | make yowrselves certain that, you have forgven
fail fo be saved.” Ounr Baplism for the remission | yonr brother; and, if you bave not forgiven your
‘uf sins, followed by the laying on of hards, and brother, when the expression is just about to fall
our washings and anointirigs, will not avail any- from  your lips, shut your inouth; make it a
thing, if they are not followed by this develope- ' prisoner. .
men', Y (1EME Y + Perhaps you will acense me and say, why, we
If the lamp of elernal truth is not hghted in us  thought brother Lyman would tell us something
—is nof planted here—gdoes not receive ifs strength | new, that would entertain us. Well, I think 1
here, all our efforts will be vain. . If the know- | have been good company, any how.
ledge and light of eternal truth does not follow as; When Jesus Christ came down here, he came
the result of our toil, the ordinances that we re- as a character to. be followed; he came in the
ceive, and all that is doné 1o us, will not save us, | character of a God; not a3 a simple boy, but to
We may build cifies with gold, adorned wifh!preuch the gospel. iVe‘lI,'!hen, what comes nextr
splendor and magnificence, fit to receive the Sun'Did he tell the people to go to’ work and lay

1e not to tell you of any new things,
range things. And I shall not take a
his evening: for this simple fact, that I
had a text given me, to preach from, to
iy and to preach about, or to explein tu
rand I have been at work for the last
ars, and I have not done preaching

think that a man_could preach the.
e sermon, and explain all the pro-

]

i those of my fellow pupils, in the school,
e not advanced farther than I bave.
the accomplishment of the objects for

ts itself 10 our minds, It is of the greatest
rtance. For men might preach the gospel,
dere is not a people under heaven, who have
heard it; and they might return, and. sif
)emselves down as having faithfuly made this
‘proclamation, and still there imight be but very
~few saved; and there might have been but a very
 small work accomplished: for the exient of their
- salvation is in accordance with the amount of
- principle, and truth which they have learned and
obeyed. : . PR N

We talk about men being saved from gin, and
then we get a seriptural definition of what sin is.
It is seripturally a fransgression of the law.|
Well, now, this leaves us just as dark asif there,
had been no scripture. Then sin 18 a transgres-
sion of the law; but, in order for us to fully com-
prehend the matter, we should know what the
law is, so that we might know when we traus-
gress it, |

Now, for our information, sipposing we leave
these things, and what we have read in books,
and what was told us a great many years ago,’
and in our own way of expressing what we o
nnderstand, let us reason together. We will

reason fogether as if we were at the beginning,!

and said all that had been said
had been done.

Well now, so that we .can un
salvation is, we shall be enabled to comprehend
the way in which we shall have to be saved.
Salvation, like every thing else, is something that
we cannot make or create. We are not gomng 1o
do one particle towards making it. |

Then we will lay down this, that we are not
going to make anything, or destroy anything, in’
becoming saved. There will be no more truth in
the world, after we are saved, than there is now.
The sun will rise and set, and the works of Jeho-
vah continue to be unchanged, and there will be
no difference in things only in what will relate to
ourselves. Jesus is said to be the author of our
salvation, havine learned certain things, and,
having clothed himself with his love of righteons-
ness aud obedience, he came to reveal that salva-
tion to all the sons of earth, so that all might
have an opportunity of deriving such advantages
as it was caleulated 1o bestow; therefore, ie was
the author and revealer of the gospel.

_ He'said he came uuto his own,and his own
received him not; but unto as many  as did re-
ceive him, unto them gave he power fo become
the sons and daughters of God. And he gathered
his disciples and apostles around him, and taught
them the truth that he himse!f comprehendeds
and he sent them forth, even as his Father haci
sent him forth. He said that he had come to do
the will of his Fatheryand bear record of the
truth, This was his testimony, and the objeet of
E%mls:iun to earth. He taught his disciples

Now, for the accomplishment of what purpose
were these things to be taught? To bring sal-
vation 1o ihe lost and fallen sons of earth, and to
bestow upon them the gift of eternal life, Well,
what is salvation? It 1s that which we learn n
our every day life; it is what the school-boy

earns at school, |

- One of the old apostles =aid it is efernal life,
to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent.

Weil, is this what it takes to become the sons
and daughlers of Gol? Yes. Then, how did
the apnsaes obtain this knowledge? I will teil
you: Jesus said unto them, follow me; and he
tock them np into the mountains, and there in
secret he tanght them the principles of truth.

And as evidence that he thought they were
iearning, be enquired of Peter, and the other
apostles (when they came iny for onght I knhow,
they bad been out preaching, as the Mormon
vlders do, and probably had baptized a thousand
parsons), who do men say that [ am®? Why. said
they, some say that thou art John, others one of
the propheta.

Bat, said Jesus, who do you <ay that [ am, ye
disciples of mine who have been laboring in the
vinevard?  Says Pater, thon art the Christ, the
Som of thediving God. Then said he {o Peter,
thom arl blessed, for flesh and blood has not
revealed this unto thee, but my Father who is in
heaven.

The aposties acquired knowledze as the resuit
of thewr application to seareliing for it. Can yon
tell what change there was effected in these men?
fhey were men just as we are now, subject to
like passions; then this is just as interesting as
any thing we can look a'; and we will not ques-
tion for one moment in our minds, but that it all

, and done all that

e gospel is preached, is a matter that

=

| truths, constitutes salvation. Itis not simply to

' !
derstand what{ P

understanding, than ten thousand words in an
unknown tongue, 3 |

They also prophesied. Anddid they learn any-
thing by that? . Yes, becanuse something was
fﬁté%u]d, and they coudd understardd what was
said; and for this reason the Apostle Paul once
said, that he would to God that they wereall|
prophets. So le seems to haye beena disciple
to this doctrine, that the loye and comprehension |
of truth was the principle that edified; thaf it
was the principle that would fix and establish
lﬁiigdpalpable chauge in the condition of man-

ad.

Weread of the apostles being in prison, and we
read of their getiing out of prison; but we do not
find them telling of any thing thal consfitules.
efernal life, but the comprehending of something.
Well, but says one, is the trnth that we com-

gl

prehend anvwhere eternal life? A man might
delineation of fhe gaspel. but this is eterna) life, !
‘o know the ‘only true God, and his Son Jesus.
Christ, whom he has sent. |

certain persanages, or the comprehending certain'|

know that he exists; for'a man might know that
he exists, and still pot be in a position to réceive
eternal lite. |

Perhaps some of my scholars will get impatient
to know what brother Lyman is wanting fo get
at., "Well, I will comfort you with a little ex-
lanation: T ‘want te show you fhat it is not
merely thelabor that you can perform, that will
pive you eternal life; T want yon to understand
that if 'you have eternal life, it will be when you
comprehend the truth, &0 that it becomes yotr
property; so that yon ean apply it the same as it
18 when you have got money in your pocket, you
can buy bread with it, or anything else you
want.

You may sing. or pray, or just do what yon
please, but if you do not learn the truth, and
fully comprehend it, you will fail to obtain sal-
vation: T Want yon to understand this, that you
mav not waste yourselves away.

I know the sainis do a'great deal of labor, and
they suffer a great deal at times; ‘but I Wwant to
get vou posted up in suek a manner that yon will
see that you need not work and slave yourselves
so awflully (hard, thinking that it'will bring yon
salvations if yon do, you will find after you get
through, that you ‘will be as bad as a man who
was endeavoring to becomea State’s senator (if'1
mistake not, in California) in some of the recent
pohtical contests. - The rival candidates, in con-
neetion with other friends, had used @l their
influence in order to gain the day.

At length the eleetion came off; and most of
the returns were in, so that they ‘thought the!
results were actnally knowns therefore, the one
who imagined himself eleeted; made a great
dinner; but just about the time that the dinner:
was to come off, it was proved that his opponent
was elected. How bad the poor man felt.

How will it be with us? for we do not expect
to live here always. Why., we shall wake up to.
the comprehension of the fact, that we have not
obtained the heaven or salvation we expected. |
Then, you see, we should have to wait like the
Californian did, at least till another election.

A

comprehiend a truth  which would nn:rt.'f.':ﬂ'w::t':emk

Then, accarding to this language, the knﬂwihg”.

of God, it will be all the same.

Nebuchadnezzar built a magnificent cily, but
was it the principle of salvation with him, or atnong
his peup?elr;’ Was there one soul of them saved,

up bread for a year, or for ien years? 'Or, did

E he tell them o ask for bread for to-morrow? No,

he did not. * Why? Becanse 'that is a day we
know nothing about. Sapposing we had been

who built that great c¢ity? No, and instead of | without bread for eight or nine days, and weré to

Nebuchadnezzar’s going into heaven, he went
into the pasture to feed with the cattle. And
this is the way that it will be with yon, if you do
not toil right; instead of going into heaven, you

will have {o go info the pasture, as be did.
This is a trathful illustration. Nebuchadnez-

[ bread
Cfull.

ask him for bread for to-morrow; what wou'd he

'think of us? 'Why, just what you would think

of your ehildren,if they were to ask you for
, ' with their hands full, and their mouths

Then, if we have no bread, we ought to ask

zar held the command of millions of men, and he | for this day our daily bread; for we do not know

‘but'we build them with coarse’ materials; of one
pertion we make a wall,'and of 'another portion

we make a house. We are progressing to the

splendor ‘'of what Nebuchadiiezzor did, but we
cannot look up to heaven and eay, here are a
great anany cities! that we have made; but we
can say, here are a great many cifies that we
have commenced; but we are far richer than the
kingy for we have got that which will make us
wise unto salvation. )i |
.This is ‘a part of my rfermon. I have not
preached to you about baptism for the remission
of sius, and about the laying on of hands, and
prophecy, and so forth. - -
You can read about these things at home; con-
sequently, you have no need for me fo come here.
and- wear myself out in' talking about them. I
want to teach you something that you eannot
read: 1€ 1 had you in a sehool I would net take
more liberty with you. You are not saved by

 built magnificent “cities and palaces; and we go! whether we' shall want it /to-morrow ‘or not.

F

to work on the same principle, and build citie's;'i

Yeslerday is
lives, ot Tan |

Well, then, what comes next? Thine be the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. - Awmen.
We have now got through with the Lord’s prayer,
but I do not want yon always to get through
with it se soong I do not care if you are a week
about if, - Most.of vou teach your children this
form of prayer, before they can appreciate it.
You can. appreciate it, hnt thev cannot, You
teach them to say, our Father whe art in heaven,
without their having any rational supposition who
he is, or whether.he is anybodv or nobody.

There are some other things I want you to take
into consideration. The ordinance of baptism is
' abused by a great. many. Some of yon get bap-
tized a great many times; and what do you .get
baptized for? As long as I see you gettug bap-
tized for the remission of sins, I shall conclude
that yon are not gaved.

Well, now, you go down into the ordinance of

past, and to-day is all that a man

the: truth tifl you know and ebey it. - In Mor-{ baptism. and it is said that you are buried. = Are

monism there is a and b.  Well then, you will
hhave to learn a and b, and so forth. Do any of
vou remember learning your letters at home,
which your mother taught you? She would get
some old book or other and say, well, my son,
what is the first letter in this book? ‘Why, he
could not mame it she might just as well have
asked the boy about the sun, as to ask him about
that.. | .

The nother. would say, well, that is a; then
the little fellow would try to say so. Aftera
liftle she would ask him to feil her agnmm: what a
is, but the little fellow is just as dumb as before.
Well, she tries bim again, and after she has told
him  what it is, he says a; now  he has learned
somethicgs he has learned to know the forma-
tion of the letter before him.

1 suppose I was not born into the world aath a
kunowledge of my letfers; hence I have had to
learn them like the vest of you, Well, 1 want
vou fo know that this is the way that we shall
have {o get salvalior. |

The revelatiops tell us that intelligence was
not crealed, neither can it be.  Hence, what we
have to do is, 1o comprehend tiat which does

exist. This explains the propriety and truth of |

the Lord’s piaver. : Now, says the Loid, when
you pray, pray in {hiz manuer;—Qur Father who
art in beaven, hallowed be thy name; thy king-
dom come; thy will be done on earih, asit 1s
done in heaven.

Well, what about this? Wy, in. the first
place, we do not suppose that siioply the using
of these words would save anybody; for fathers
and mothers very frequently learn their children
this prayer, almost before they can falk, and they

I want to have you diseriminate between that
which is salvation, and that: which is not salva-
tion. There is such a thing in the world as
means, and the object that the ' means effect. The
object und the means are two difterent things. |
want you to learn this, that it iz 2 comprehension
of truth, treasured np in the mind and soul of
man, and a just applieation of the same, that will
save him. Just as far as you comprehend and
practice truth, you are saved. .

Well, savs one, is this knowledge which you
refer too, all that we have to gain-and profit by
in order to be saved? I know of nothing else; 1
have nothing else to teach you.

But, says one. I thought it was the doing of
my duty, that would save mey for instance, I am
required to ]l:\}' ray tithing, whether ecclesiastical
or municipal, or any olhery besides this, I have
to labor a considerable portion of my time; and
[ have to go and preach the gospel, and eall upon
sinners to obey the truth: I verily thought that
this had something to do with my salvation.
Well. this L:as something o do with your salva-
tion, but I do not want vou, because you have
been preaching the gospel, and bave returned
acain, to think that you are saved,

Can we not undeistand that millions of men
are laboring with all their powers, though they
are not carrying out Mormwonising they labor as
much, and suffer as much as we do, and then
they go down into the earth by thousands and
millions, still there is not a soul of them that has

ranspired jnst as the Blble 1elates it

will repeat it till they are old emough o run
away.

I want you fo see that Liere is one of the guide
boards of the gospel. We say, our Father who
art in heaven. Now, what does this lanzuage
imply?2 Why, it fells us that we have a Father
in heaven, and that we are his children. The
next tells us that he is holy: Thy Kkingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.

| We pray this, simply because we want his will

{o be done here, as it is done there,

But we have only read‘one side of the guide
board yet.  Weil, then, we now come to the
asking of the Father for a peculiar favor; and we
now say to him, Father, forgive us of all our gins,
as we forgive those whe trespass against us.
Now, do you want to know how much he will
forgive you? 1 you curse your neighbor becanse
he has trespassed agammst you, get down and pray
for your Father to curse you.

Why, but says one, I would not like to pray
for God to curse me. I suppose you did not
think that the Lord’'s prayer meant so much as
this. Well, now, as you would have God deal
with you, so deal with your neighbor.

trespass, fo forgive us, and then we suppose that

you buried alive? A burial, of course, pre-sup-
poses that somehody is dead. It is also said that
we are {o put off the old man of sin, the old par-
ment that we have worpy and from that grave we
are to rize unto newness of life, as toucheih the
former converzation. We are not {o act as we
onea aeted, and do as we once did. _

Well, then, we are to be dead; but we are not
to die as people generally die; for when they are
dead, do they come back, a;ncf build etlies, and do
as they did before? It formerly took bulfer and
cheese, and these good things to keep {hem
alive; but when they die, this expense stops.

Well, then, how s _uhfit be with us in relation
o our former existerice? We were not sainis
then; we said and did things which were wropg
often, beeause we did not know that which was
right.  'We chould die unto sin and darkness, and
learn the light, and live in i, and be dictated and
governed by it. ' .

This is what baptiesm shonld feach us. Have
you so read the gruide-board? Stnply telling us
that we should die unto darkness and corruption,
that we might live to immortality and eternal
life, will not savé'us. If you have not read the
guide-board so. you have not read it right.

Those who have not been buried with Christ in
baptism, and risen unto newness of life, and put
off the o}d man of siri, they are living withont the
liehts they are those who have never left the
sable shat‘{es of darkness, they think wrong, they
act wrongy and thev'go wrong, becsuse they
have not the light. They do not know the differ-
ence between that whicli is pure, and that which
is ot pure. '

Perfection is not at the guide-board, but we
can read there, that this is the way that leads to
it.  But supposing yon we e 1o sfav there, what
would you accomplish? = Yon wonld be perfectly
bewildered, without any possibility of ever get-
tine right. How foolish it would be for us te
stay there and say, why, I eannot leave thisg it
first pointed ont to me the wav of life; and ean
I leave it now? No, I will live by it, and die
by it |

"Is there any such a thing as this in Mormonism?
No. Mormonism gives a man more than one
wife. Ah! say some poor, half-hearted Mor-
mons, talk abont a man’s baving more wives than
one; now we know that the church has all apos-
tatized, and Bricham and the Twelve are all
going wrong. Such poor wretches have got to
{he ginide-board, and they want {o stav there,

The saints who have the' Spirit of lizht and
truth, would shame to own that they are of the
same race. As brother Kimball sometimes says,
“snch persong are all pucker’d up; there is not
as much of them as there uséd to be.”* All the
difference there is between that kind of Mormonse
and us is, that we have passed beyond the first
cuide-hoard, and they have not.

Now, we all would like the man on whom we |

I want you to realize that there is a time for
everythings there is a time for you to be baptized.

God would forgive him, just as he has forgiven | and thereis a time for yonu to fnlt away thines of

us.
when they trespass against us. And why? Be-
canse that is the way that God will do with ns,
We ought not to forget or neglect the first prin-

gained eternal life, 50t a soul of them has gained

Our Savior said that we should forgive men | childhood. and become men and women.

ciples of the gospel, but at the same time go on
unto perfection.

There
is a great difference between the guide-hoard
which leads to salvation, and snlvation iteelf.
Saye one, I cuess we understand it pretty well:
I hope you do. |




