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LETTERS OF MORMON missionaries
I1

the libraries of the world contain
no literature like the letters that mor-
mon elders write while laboring in
the missionary field these letters
bear a character that is unique and
has no counter partin any writings of
modern times they are intensely
realisticlea listic they deal with real facts
and conditions in plan homely anandd
truthful language and portray with
wonderful fidelity some phases of
human nature that novelists rarely
treat particularly those that relate to
prattpracticalleal religion tolerance and hos-
pitalitypitpitaalltylity they have a true and ro-
bust moral tone and there is a humor
in them rich dry and droll by turns
but never low nor coarse the incon-
sistencies in the characters theories
and conduct of men are portrayed
with wonderful accuracy though the
writers probably fail in many cases
to realize how well they are doing
this

these letters show how sensible
practicalpr men of fair intelligence but
lacking extensive reading and a
collegiate training view men and

in the closing years of the
nineteenth century in the different

from which they write
of what the writers have

seen and experienced in traveling are
often very interesting and instructive
atad are none the less so because of
the simplicity of the narrative and the
absence of all attempts at rhetori-
cal effect features which usually char-
acterizeacteaeter ize a mormon misson arys letter

then there is the love for home andits dear ones the anxiety for the wel-
farefare of those from whom the writer is
separated and his fervent prayers for
their preservationon from every illIII the
halfbalf solemn half jocular reminder to
atta companions at home that itft may
come their turn next the regrets
over lost time which inspire to a re-
newedja determination to better im-prove the future all these featuresare often found in a letter from atMtraveling mormon elderthen there tois romance of a sort that
la18 inimitable in the accounts thewriter gives of his adventures and the
vicissitudes and experiences through
which he passes he tells of rebuffs
insults andd persecutions and of
friends ratedraised up at a moments no-
tice who would risk life itself for hthissake as they some times actually do
hardships and pleasures are recordedone after the other whilehile a charmhangs over the narrative which thereader knows tois not due to any artor effort on the part of thewriterter

there are volumes of philosophy I1innthosethese letters some of it Is homely
and anchmuch of it is profound while

44 great deal of it is new to the learn-ing of0 thetha world and confounds thevilest men of the world conversa-
tions are recounted with their ques

V eions abd answers clearly ahshowingqwing
that in that department of human
knowledge which relates to spiritualthings the teachinghing and training thesemormon elders have received together
with the spirit i that accompanies themin their taborslabors make them the resist-
less and peerless expound
erserg otof scriptural truth

then there are the faith and de-
votion of these itinerant advocates of
a despised cause with a courage

i which to the heroicie they sub
ddaa their nilde self interest
leave home and employment
become strangers in strange lands and

i at

depend for food like the sparrows do
on the god that made them because
he has commanded them so to travel
and proclaim his gospel then fol-
low the testimonies which the writers
bear of their inward personal knowknowl-
edge

1

of the divinity of the work in
which they are engaged corroborated
outwardly by the miraculous healing
of the sick and many signs and
wawondersaders
it is impossible that such writings

as these published among civilized
peoples can fallfail to aid in
the thought of the age such testi-
monies over the signatures of honest
earnest heroic men whose lives and
sacrifices so powerfully attest their
truthfulness must in the very nature
of things command the credence of
the honest everywhere the methods
and the agents that god has chosen
are after all best adapted of any that
could be conceived or found torfor the
accomplishment of his purposes

temperance AND THE BIBLE

A contributor to the logan journal
writing about the temperancerance ques-
tion reviews sundry passages in the
old and new testament bearing orion
the subject and then comes to this
gloomy conclusion

after all this can any man tell on
which side of the question the bible
stands Is it not on both sides it
is a witness as rreadyeady to swear for
plaintiff as defendant a guide point-
ing east and west at the same time
to the great astonishment of the be-
wilderedwil dered traveler right and wrong
are alternately on the sides of drink-
ing and abstaining and a man who
seeks for information in the bible on
this subject is farther oftoff when done
than when he began

deplorable if true porfor if the sa-
cred records are so ambiguous if they
give forth such an uncertain sound
upon a question of great importance
what faithadith can be placed in them in
other respects fortunately the bible
is quite clear on the temperance ques-
tion as on everything that pertains to
the moral conduct of human beings
and a statement to the contrary
should not be permitted to pass by
unnoticed in our mountain homes

the tactfact toIs that in the bible the
evil consequences of drunkenness are
set forth very strongly in the history
of noah lot and for in-
stance while the virtue of total ab
sti nence tois emphasized in the history
of samson daniel and john the
baptist the royal sage in the brov

lays 31
474 7 that strong drink is not for kings
nor for princes but for those who
are in distress as a means of forget-
ting for the time being their misery
was there ever a stronger argument
advanced for temperance it is here
plainly stated that strong drink is not
for those who have responsible posi-
tions in life and the inference is that
it unfits them for the duties of those
positions

but besides such examples and
declarations there are principles enun-
ciated which if applied to the question
under consideration leave no doubt as
to what is right or wrong in the mat-
ter one of these reads

whether therefore ye eat or drink
or whatever ye do do all to the glory

i of god give no occasion of stumbling
elthereither to jews or to greeks or to the
church of god acorea cor 10311021 3282 1

here is another
whatsoever things are true what-

soever things are honorable whatso-
ever things are just whatsoever things
are pure whatsoever things are lovely
whatsoever things are of good report

these things do phil 38 9 1

this cavers the whole question
what is to the glory of the almialmighty
and what is a stumbling block to ilhis
children the drinking traffic or thoth
temperance cause Is it the former or
the latter of which we can truthful ily

1say that it is honorable pure lovely
and of good report there is really no
ambiguity no pointing two ways as to
what is right or wrong in this matter

PROGRESS IN KNOWLEDGE

on oct 28 the semi centennial of the I1

founding of the sheffield scientific
school the scientific department ooll k v

yale college was celebrated dr
daniel C oilmangilman president of Jjohniro 1 4 3

hopkins university delivered an ad
dress which was the leading
of the occasion the speaker traced
the growth and development of humhumiaknowledge in its different departiedepartmentdepartme ft
during the last half of this centcenturyK I1

and made a very interesting and iba
showing he referred to h

studies and disclosures of darwin
the origin of species spencer
philosophyphilos phy and lyell the Een
paleontologist who pubpublishedlisheata at
ling book intended to edemonet1 n
scientifically the antiquity of mman anell
cited these writers and others as in-
stances of the remarkable Intintellectsellea
activity of the middle portportionton of
nineteenth century

he gave an interesting though bri
sketch of the growth of knowledge
physics and then said

different minds will place differsdiffer
estimates on the intellectual mcco

ments of these recent years
ordinary conversation the men of 1

mart will point to an atlantic cacal
an eifel tower a suspension bbridged
continental express train a manan tj
war a kaiser wilhelm der Ggroeses
a great exhibition on the 0other
scholars of the lamp like prfree
will give precedence to the
para tive method of study now
aloyed in history languagelanqualanguagege gollu
economics wid bellgreligion I1but3 dt before
assembly I1 venture to claim thethat
greatest triumphs of the intellect c

ing the last half century axeare these
contributions to human knowlknowleiL
the establishment of the
evolution the establishment of L
principles of conservation of ebenjthe development of mathelathema
science and its application to phply
mechanics electricity and astron
the development of spectrum ami
and the consequent discoveries reapleapt
ing light and electricity and thecovery of the naturemature and
bacteria and of their influencence t
weal or woe upon living organisms
these may be added perhaps the bbir
of experimental psychology a child
young that though it seems to betbelc
to the family of hercules its stran
has not been fairly tested

dr oilmangilman showed that about
middle of this century which
aboutabout the time scientific knowledgknowledge
gan to make rapid strides the mmehi
and objects of education undeunderwent
great change prior to that eeocepoch sm

11 teal knowledge had been regregarded
the ssubstance of a finished deduc
but the change referred to broubi
scientific and practical knowledgeknoflec
the front and since that time

in these departments
been rapid and wonderful

such an address asastvatthat of dt
man helps us to better comprescom


