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DISCOURSE

By Elder JOHN TAYLOR, Delivered in
the 13th Ward Assembly Rooms, Salt
Lalke City, Sunday Afternovn,
Jan. 5, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

I TAEKE pleasure in meeting with the
Saints, I like to break bread with them in
commemoration of the broken body of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and also to
partake of the cup in remembrance of his
shed blood, And then to reflect upon the
associations connected therewith, Our re-
lationship to God through our Lord Jesus
Chbrist; our relationship to each other as
members of the bodyof Christ, and our
hopes concerning the future; the second
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, when,
we are given to understand, he will gird
himself and wait upon us, and we shall eat
bread and drink wine with bim in his
Father's kingdom. I like to refleot upon
all tl ese and a thousand other things con-
nected with the salvation, happin«ss and
exaltation of the S8aints of God in this worid,
& 14 in the world to come.

We bave one day set apart in seven for
the worship of God, and I think it a very
great mercy we have, for we caa thus
draw aside from the world, its cares, per
plexities and snxieties, and, as rational,
intelligent, immortal belngs, reflect upon
sometbhipg pertaining to the future, We
are very muvch engaged, generally, in re-
lation to things of time and sense, Our
bearts, feelings and affections seem to be
drawn out is this direction, and these are
the opnly things whico a great many peo-

le have In view, Jesus, in speaking to

is disciples, tells them not to take any
though’ about what they shall eat or drink,
or wherewithal they shall be. clothed, for
sald be, after all these things the Gentiles
seek, We, of course, must take this as
being specifically addressed Lo his disciples
under the oircumstances in which they
were then placed; the principle involved in
his words, is nevertheless true. S8ays he,
““Consider the lilies of the field, they toil |
not, neither do they spin, and yet Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.”” Again, says he, reflect nupon the
fowls of the air, they do not sow, nor reap,
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how, and under wbat circumstances we
can enjoy them, and how leng we can re-
tain poasession of them. Inexaminingthe
human mind you will ind many correct
feelings and instincts planted there, if men
would be governed by them. I do not
know but it is this the prophet has re-
ference to when he says, ‘‘There is a spirit
in man, and the inspiration of the Al-
mighty giveth it understanding.” Ans
other pture says Lthat “God has given Lo
every man a portion of his Spirit to profit
withal;”’ but then, many men do not profit
by it; and although they have this light or
intuition within themselves, they are
not governed by it. There is a of re-
ligionists in the world, called Quakers, so
mrnnpi:{n impreguated with this idea that
they think that this inward monitor is saf-
ficient te guide men in all their acis in life.
There are certain political principles (I
am referring to the freedom of the human
mind,) that are yery pertinent on this
point. When the framers of the Declara-
tion of Independence assembled on this
continent, far away from other nations and
peoples, in reflecting upon governments
and man, the very first thing that they
struck upon was this— “We hold these
truths to be self eviadent,that all men are cre
ated equal, and they are endowe.d by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights,
among which lrs;uie. liberty and the purs
suit of happiness.” - Almost simultaneous-
ly with them, or I believe a very little after,
will not be positive as to the date, 2a num-
ber ef gentlemen got together in Paris,
France, to lay the foundation of a govern-
ment, which they thought would be a gov-
ernment of the people, and they expressed
themseélves -in Almost similar  words
to those which were expressed here.
And you ~will find, in examins
ing the history of the world, that
whenever mankind have been oppressed or
bouud down, there has generally been a re-
action,acontinual strivingamong the people
to liberate themselves from their bondage,
to gain frecdom aud the exerci-e of those
inalienable 1)g .8 of which I have spoken.
One great principle which has existed
among men from the beginning of ereation
antil now, lil ? desire, planted within them
by the Almighty, to possess property—
lands, houses, farms, &oc., and in a pational
capacity, to possess lerritory, to increase
their boundaries, and to extend thbir rule
and dominion. As Isaid before, this ]l)riu
ciple is correct, only it wants controlling
acoording to the revelations of God.

nor gather into barns, yet your Heavenly
Father takes care of them, and will he not
also take care of you, O ye of little faith?

Thbere is something beautiful in reflecting
upoa many of these subjects, and some-
thing, very frequently, that is quite in
harmony with our feelings when they are
in acoord with the Spirit of truth and the
light of revelation, Wae feel, then, thal we
live in God, and as the Scriptures say, that
in himm we move and have our being. If
we bave lile, or health, or possessions; it
we bave chiluren, and friends and bhomes,
it we bave the light o1 truth, the blessiugs
of the everlasting gospel, the revelations
of God, the holy priesthood, with all its
blessings and government and rule, ali
these and every true enjoyment that we
pussess come from God. We do not always
realize this, but it is nevertheless true that
to G »d we are indebted for every good and
perfect gift. He organized our bodies as
they exist in all their perfection, eymme-
try and beauty. He, as the poet has ex-
pressed i,

‘‘{Makes the grass the hills adorn,

And clothes the smiling flelds with corn.
The beasts with food his handssupply,
And the young ravens when they ery.”

He is merciful and kind and benevolent | P

towards all his creatures, and it is well for
us to reflect upon these things sowmetimes,
jor we \hus realize our dependence upon
the Almignty.

In speaking of the affairs of this world,
it is often asked by many— “Why, should
we not attend to them ?” Of ocourse we
shounld. Do we not talk of building up
Zion? Of course we do, Do we not talk
of building citiee and of making beautiful
habitations, gardens and orchards, and
placing ourselves in such a position that we
and our families can enjoy the blessinga of
life? Of course we do. God has given us
the land and all the necessary elements for
this purpose, and be has given us intelli-
gannn to use them. But the great thing he

as bad in view is, that whilst we use the
intelligence thet he gives us for the acoom-
plishment of the wvarious objects that are
desirable for our well being and bappi~
ness, we shou!d not forget bhim who is
the source of all our blessings, whether
E‘erulning to the present or the future.

ankliud everywheare and in all ages have
universally
the things of this world—gold, silver,
houses, lands, possessions. &o. This desire
is inberent in man; it was planted in our
bos >ms by the Almighty, and is as curreot
48 any otber prinecipie if we can only un-
derstand it, oontrol {¢, and rightly appre-

oiate the ious and blessings we en
Joy. rbe earth was made for our
possession. The lands, waters, mountains,

valleys, the trees, the minerals, vegetation
of all kinds, plants, shrubs and flowers—
all these things were made for the use of
man, and il is for us to appropriate them to
their preper use, 1o estimate them at their
l;rnpar value, and as rational, intelligent,

mmortal beiongs, to comprehend the object
ol the creation of these things as well as

the object of eur creation, and why and

manifested & desire to obtain |

Our time on the earth is very short and
transitory. INo matter what we acquire it
amounts to but very little, and we soon
leave it. There is no great statesman, war-
rior, king, ea perior or general, who has
acquired extensive territory, but who has
baa to leave it soon. This is the universal
history of mankind. You may go back to
the old Assyrian empires, or examine the
history of the Kiwgs of Babylon and Ninpe-
veh, and the migbtiest among them have
passed away after a brief exercise of power;
Do matter how extensive Lheir possessions
were,  Read their history in the Bible and,
although some affect to despise that book,
it is the beat history we have, and contains
a hundred times more information in rela~
tion to those old nations than you can find
anywhere else, When the Medes and Per-
sians dis the Assyrians, they bad
just the same ideas as the Assyrians had—
they wanted to extend their territory, and
tLey did it, but what did itasmount to? Not
very muuch when we of it as immor-
tal beings; when we speak of it as mortal
beings, as butterflies that flutter around for
a short lime, and then die, it might be a
sort of transient, passing glory, like a sun-
beam when the sun shines from behind a
clond—it appears very brilliant, but it soon
asses away, BSo it was with their glory,
and where is it now? Why youcanscarce-
ly find where their mightiest cities stood.
Peoplethink they can, but there is nothine
definite about it, and their glory, pomp and
majeaty have no more existence now than
their citiey, They bad a correct principle
planted in their bosoms, but it was pervera
ted and corrupted, and they snu%ht. by
fraud, strategy, war, robbery and plunder
to themselves of dominion, empire
and authority, and when they got through,
they had to lie down among the silent dead;
and could neither move a baud, stir an
arm, move a leg nor epen an eye, but had
to be devoured by worms,

That is the history also of the Grecian
and Roman kingdoms, It was said of Al-
exander that after he had conquered the
world he sat down and wept because there
was notbing more for him to subdue, and I
have heard it said frequently, in regard to
individuals, that they wanted everything
in their own
world, it woald not have been
they would have wanted a little piece out.
side to make a garden patch. We see man
here striving anxiously for the possession
of lands, houses ard so forth. That is all
right enough, but it wants to be corrected,
I will refer you to some Scripture about
Abrahaw. e read that G took him
upon & certain hill, and told him to lift up
his eyes eastward, westward, northward
and sounthward, and said to him, *‘'To thee
and to thy seed after thee will I give this
land.” Here was a promise made by God.
Of course Abraham ought to have felt in-
terested in it. But was it pertaining to
this world only? No, certainly mnot. I
mean was the promise confined to Abra-
ham’s lifetime? No, certainly mot. Then
what had it reference to?! These are ques-
tions that demand our sericus attentjon and

ig enough,

p; and if they had bhad a |
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a promise made to Joseph, that he should | that, like everythiug else, has to be sancti=

a land, rich and fruitful, abounding
im the precious things of the earth, and the
precious things of the mountains, and of

the everlasting bills; that should abound |

in corn, wine and oil, and the rich blessings

fied. An unlawful gratification of these
feelings and sym ies is wrong in tbe
gight of God, and leads down to death,
while a proper exercise of our functions
leads to life, happiness and exaltation in

of life, and that he should become a multi- | this world and the world to come. And so

tude of nations in the midst of the earth,
These blessings were spoken by men who
were just, as it were, tottering outhe brink
of the grave, by Moses and Jacob, for in-

it is in regard te a tbousand otber thiugs.

We like enjoyment here, That is rigbt.
God designs that we should enjoy our-
selves, I do not believe in areligion that

stance, who put their hands on the heads | makes people gloomy, melancholy, mis-

of their descendants and blessed them pre
vious to their departure. How was it in
regard to the promise made to Abraham?

Did he reall ess that which was proma-
ised him? riainly not. Yet God prom-
ised. Then why did not Abrabam .8

that which was promised? DBecause it was
not necessary at that time, Srtephen, in
talking about it, I suppose about eighteen
bundred years after, says tha. ‘“God prom-
ised these things to Abraham, but never-
theless he gave him none inberitance in it,
no not so much as to set his foot on;” but,
says he, he will give it to bim and bis seed.
That is, they shall by and by inberit, This
was the idea and feeling they bad in rela-
tion to this matter. They did not consider
the world at that time in a perfect state,and
men who understand themselves do not
consider it.in a perfect state to-day. Abra-
ham and his seed had that land given to
them and they will it, redeemed
and renewed,when it wiil be worth having.
Well,then, bow is it? A good deal as it was
with the rich man that Jesus spoke of in
his day, He had gathered around bhim a
great quantity of property, and said he,
*Soul, sit down and be at rest, do not trou~
ble thyself any more, take thine ease, eat,
drink and be merry, for thou hast much
goods laid up for many years.”” Jesu. says,
“Thou fool, this nigat shall thy soul be
required of thee,” and them whose shal!
these things be wbhiech thou possessest?
Would he have them? No. Who would?
Perhaps his children and wife, perhaps not,
just as it happened; there was no depend-
ence then eny more than now about such
things. All that the rich man knew was
that his soul would depart, and that his
body would be placed in the ground to feed
the worms, These things ought to lead us
to reflection. As I said before, the princi-
ple or desire to acquire the goods of this
world is in itself good, but i\ has been per-
verted by man; and when Gentiles and
‘“Mormons’ seek for notbing but what
they shall eat and drink, and wberewithal
they shall be clothed, they are both fools,
for they do not know at what time their
souls will be required of them,

If man were to live up to the privileges
with which be is surrounded; if be follow-
ed the light of revelation and sought for
and became acquainted with God, and cor-
rect principles in relation to the fulure, he
would not want to lay up s0 much the
treasures of the earth as the treasures of
eternal life, But you are now talking ot
spiritual things? No, I am not, I am talk-
ing about temporal things, and I will go
back, and examine some men who have
lived here on the earth, Job, for instanece,
He said, “‘I know that my Redeemer liv-
eth, and that heshall stand in the latter day
apon the earth, and tbat I shall see him;
and though worms feed on my body, yet
inmy ﬂaah I shall see God."”” Job, when he
was resurreoted, expeocted to stand upon
and to inherit the earth in the latter days,
when the earth should be redeemed.

Another prophet, speaking of the same
things, says, ‘I shall stand in my lotin the
end of the days.,”” He also ex an in-
heritance upon the earth. And then, the
ancient aposties, in talking about these
things, said that the Saints should live and
reign on the earth after the resurrection,
when the earth should have become puris
fied. Henoce it is very naturai for a feeling
of this kind to be planted in the boesoms of
men, that is, an attachment to the earth, for
it is man’s eternal inheritance, but that
feeling must be sanctified.

Who is it that will the earth? Is
it those ancient monarchs who fought,con-
quered, subdued and slew their thousands,
waded through seas of biood to gain empire?
No, not at all, Isit the man, who, by fraud,
deception, trickery, dishonesty and chica~
nery, took advantage of those around him,
and so amassed large wealth and E88-
ions? Verily »no, ho will, theun?
Jesus speak, Says he, ‘““Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
They are the ones who will rejoice before
God in the ion of the blessings of
earth, and not the kings

Let |

and other charao- | OUr

erable and a-cetic, would mot want to
spend my life in a noonery, if I weie a
woman, or in a monastery I1f 1 were a
maun; and I would notthink it verv exalting
to be a bermit, and to live by myself in a
poor miserable way., I should not think
there was any thing great or good associats
ed with thst, while everything sround, the
trees, birds, flowers and green fields, were
80 Jrlauing the insects and bees buzzin
an ﬂul;buring, the lambs frolicking an

laying. While everything else enjoyed
ife, why should not we? But we want to
do it correctly and not pervert any of these
principles that God has planted in the
buman familr. Why, there are some
people who think that the fiddle, for in-
stance, is an instrument of the devil and it
is quite wrong to use it, I do not think
80, I think it is & splendid thing to dance
by, DButsome folks think that we should
not dance, Yes, we should enjoy life in
any way we can, Some people objeet to
music, Why music prevails in the hea-
vens, and smong the birds! God has fill-
ed them with it. There is nothing more
pleasing and delightfu' than it is to go
into the woods or among the bushes early
in the morning and listen to the warbliog
ard rich melody of the and it is
strictly in accordance with the sympathies
of our nature, We have no idea of the
excellence of the music we shall have in
heaven. It may be said of that, as one of
the Apostles has said in relation te some-~
thing else— ‘““Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, meither hath it emtered into the
beart of man to conceive of those things
which are pre for those who love and
fear God,"” e have no idea of the ex-
cellency, beauty, harmony and symphony
of the music in the heavens,

Our object is to get and cleave to every-
t.hln?ﬂthat. is good, and to reject everything
that is bad. One reason why religious peo-
ple in the world are opposed to music and
theatres is because of the corruption that
is mixed up with them. Wicked and cor-
rupt men associate themselves with these
things, and de @ them; but is this any
reason that the Saints should notenjoy the
gifts of God? Isthat a correct principle ?
Certainly not, It is for them to grasp at
everything that is good, and caloulated to
p‘rumuta the bappiness of the human fam-
ily.

I remember the time very well, and
many of you do, when we used to com-
mence our theatrical amusements here by

rayer. We do not do so much of it now.

his practice is put to one side. I suppose
one was right and the other is right. I
merely speak of these things, All our acts
should be saunctified to God, You know
that we are in the habit of having parties
occasionally., I will give you my ideas
about some of them. have attended one
or twe lately, and I th We are running
rather wild, and that w not act as much
like gentlemen and ] as we should,
nor quite as much like Saints as we ought
todo. I think there is a great dea. of im.
pudence and pertness, & great amount of
interfering with other people’s rights in
these places, and I think that we need cor-
recting, that is, in our ward. I do not know
how it is here in yours. Perhaps you do
better here, I am speaking of things as I
see them. 1 think we ought to elevate
every thing of this kind to its proper stan~
dard, We ought not to intrude upon or
take advantage ofanybody, even in amuse~
ments. When this is aot observed I will
tell you what it leads to: it leads to a sepa-
ration in society, inducing men and wo-
men who desire to be polite, refined and
courteous, to keep out of the company of
those who do mnet take this course, and
producses, if you please, something like an
aristocracy, which is very repugnant to
the wigshes of good feeling men and wo-
men, But they have either to do this or to
be run over in many instances.

I speak of these things tor your informa-
tion. I do not know that you need any

| information of this kind here., I suppose

I ought to have delivered this lecture in
ward, In all our amusements we

ters to whom I have referred. One of the | 8Should.see that things are conducted right,
prophets saw the end of these kings and and we shouala never forget to act the part

rulers, and he says, “They were (Fntharad
together, as prisoners are gathered togeth-
er, into a pit, and they were shut up for
many days, and afier many days they will
be visited.” They will have some chance
of salvation and of an exaltation, but they
have to remain in prison for many days,like
the antediluyians had, before Jesus went to
preach to the spirits in prison, who were
sometimes disobedient in the daysof Noabh.

We bave a great many principles inoate
in our natures that are correot, but they
want sanctifying. God said to man, “Be
fruitful and mu!tigly, and raplaniaﬁ the
earth and subdue it, and have domiaion
over the fish of the sea,
and the craeping; things that creep on the
face of theearth.” Well, he kas planted,
in accordance with this, a natural desire in
woman towards man, and in man towards
woman, and a feeling of affection, regard
and pathy exiats between the sexes,

the fowls of the air,

oonsideration. We find also that there was | We bring it into the world with us, bat

of ladies and gentlemen, and we should do
away with frowardness and impudence,
and treat everybody with kindness, court-
esy and respect. I speak of these things
because they strike my attention, But
J)erhlpl 1 bave said enough on this subs
eet.

We are here—a number of Bainta. Waell,
you haye outsiders among you. That is
noue of our busin they are pot us, I
am now talking to ts. We have come
here to fear and keep bhis command-
ments. 1 do not expect to frame my reli-

jon, ideas or amnsements to suit the feel-
fnp of any man under the beavens, I
want to get my inspiration from God, and
be led by him, and I want 6 bonor him in
all my aots, 1 donotoare what this, that
or the other man does. Know ye not that
God bas called us from the world to
plant among us the principles of eternal
truth, to us correct principles and to
show us how to conduct ourgelves towards



