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I1 tareTAKE pleasure in meeting with the
saints I1 likeilke to break breadbroad with them hriut
commemoration of the broken body of our
lord and savior jesus christ and also to
partake of the cup in remembrance of his
abbed blood and then to reflect upon the
associations connected therewith our re-
lationshiplation ship to god through our lord jesus
christ our relationship to each other asaa
members of the body of christ and our
hopes concerning the future the second
appearing of our lord jesus christ when
we are kivenneveu to understand he will gird
himself and wait upon us and we shall eat
bread and drink wine with him in hibnin
fathers kinkingdomidom I1 like to reflect upon
all tttl ese and a thousand other things con-
nected with the salvation happiness and
ozalexaltationtation of the Saint godin this world
nadnant in the world to come

we have one day set apart in seven for
the worship of god and I1 think it a very
great meroymercy we have for we can thus
draw aside from the world its cares per

and and asan rational
intelligent immortal beings reflect upon

pertaining to the future we
are very much engaged generally in re-
lationlation to things of time and sense our
bearthhearth feelings and affections seem to be
drawn outnul in this direction and thestheseso are
the only things a great many peo-
pleto have in view jesujesus in speaking toloriselshisbis tellstelis them not to take any
thought about what they shall eat or drink
or wherewithal they shall be clothed for
baldbaid hebe after all these things the Gengentilestilds
seek we of course must take this as
being specspecificallyideally addressed to hishib disciples
under the circumstances in which they
were then placed the principle involved iuin
hishla wordwords 8 is nevertheless true bayshays hebe

consider the lilies of the field they toil
not neither do they spin and yet solomon
in all hlahis glory was not arrayed like one of
these again baysgays be reflect upon the
fowls of the air they do not bowsow nor reap
nor gather inintoto barosbarna jetyetjet your heavenly
father takes care of thomthem and will he not
also of you 0 ye of little faith

there isia something beautiful in reflecting
nluponuvonon many of these subjects and some-
thing very frequently that lais quilquit 1in
harmony with our feelings when they are
in accord with the spirit of truth and the
light prof revelation we feel then that we
live in god and as the scriptures say that
in him we move and bavehaye our being if
we have ilfeilie or health or possessions it
we have chitrenchilgrenchi lurenkren and friends and homes
it we have the light ol01 truth the blessiblessingsughuge
of the everlasting gospel the revelations
of god the holy priesthood with all its
blessings and government and rule aliail
these and every true enjoyment that we
possess come from god we donotdo liotilot always
realize this batbut it is nevertheless true that
to G ald wetre are indebted for every good and
gerfeperfectet gift he organized our bodies as
theyyeexistx in aliail their perfection symme-
try anaudandd beauty hohe as thesheha poetpost has ex-
pressed liit

makMaAesthethe grass the hulshuis adorn
and clothes the fields with corncoro
the beats withirith food his handsbands supply
andAP the young ravens when they cry

he is merciful and kind and benevolent
towards all his creatures and it laia well for
us to reflect upon these things sometimes
lorjor weWB unusthus realize our dependence upon
the Almiaimientyehly

in speaking of the affairs oforthisthis world
it isia often asked by many why should
we not attend to them of course we
should do we not talk of building up
zion of course we do do we not talkwk
of building cities and of making beautiful
habitations gardens and orchards and
placing ourselves in such a position that we
and our families can enjoy the blessing of
life of sourcecourto we do god has given us
the land and all the neonoonecessaryessaryebsary elements for
this purpose and be has given us intelli-
gence to use themtheos but the great thing hebehencebencenashasas bad in view is that whilst we use the
intelligence that he gives usua for the accom-
plishmentlish ment of the various objects that are
desirable for our well being and happlhappi
ness we should notriot forget him who is
the mouroe of all our blessings whether
pertainingertaining to the present or the futureranKanklud everywhere and in all ages have
universally manifested a desire to obtain
the things otof this world gold silver
houegshouses landslauds possessions ac this desire
is inherent in man it was planted in our
bosboabosomsame by the almighty and is as correct
as any other principle if we can only un-
derstandderstand it control it and rightly appre-
ciate the possessions and blessings we onen
joy rhorhe earth was made for our
possession the lands waters mountains
val lays the trees the minerals vegetationvegetation
of all kinds plants shrubs and flowers
all theaetheeo things were made for the use of
man and it is torjor us to appropriate them to
their proper usouse to estimate them at theirproperper value and hias ratirailrationalobal intellIintelligentfroimmortalmortal beings to comprehendmm the object0tJdiat
ot the creation of these things as well as
the abt of eur creaoreacreationtIon anzand why and

how and under what circumstances we
can enjoy them and how long we can re-
tain possession of them in examiningthe
human mind you will nindand many correct
feelings and instincts planted there itif men
would be governed by them I1 do not
know but it is this the prophet hashaa re-
ference to when he bayssays I1 there lais a spirit
in man and the inspiration of the aaal-
mighty it understanding an-
other scripture says that god has given to
every man a portion of his spirit to profit
wIthalwithal 11 but then many men do not profit
by it and although they have this light or
intuition within themselves they are
not vernedgovernedio by it there is a party of re-
ligionistsligionieta in the world called quakers so
strongly impregnated with this idea that
they think that this inward monitor is suf-
ficient tote guide men in all their actsacte in life

there are certain political principles 1I
am referring to the freedom of the human
mind that are very pertinent on this
pointpoin when the framers of the declara-
tion of independence assembled on this
continent far away from other nations and
peoples in reflecting upon governments
and man tethe very first thing that they
struck upon was this we hold these
truths to be self evident that allali men arecieare creere
sted equal and they are endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights
among which abeilleareifleeiffe liberty and the purpurs
suit of happiness almost simultaneous-
ly with them or I1 bolfebellebelievevii a very little after
I1 will not be positive as to the date a num-
ber oref gentlemen got together jnin paris
france to lay the foundation of a govern-
ment which they thought would be a gov-
ernment ofef the ploppeoplele and they expressed
themselves jnin almost similar words
to those which were expressed here
and you will find in examin
ing the history of the world that
whenever mankind have been oppressed or

downdowd therethore hasbas generally been a re
acacttlonationalotalonaiota continual striving among the people
to liberate themselves fromfroin their bondage
to lainiaingainsain frefret dom and the e of those
inalienable jugjg zisjis of which I1 have spoken

one great principle which has existed
among men from the beginning of creation
antilantii now is a desire planted within them
by the almighty to possess property
landsands houses farms ac and in a national

capacity to possess territory to increase
their bounboundariesdanes and to extend their rule
and dominion As I1 said before this prin
ciple is correct only it wants controlling
according to the revelations of god

ouroar time on the earth is very shortabort and
transitory no matter what we acquire it
amounts to but very little and we soon
leavittlealeaveviltit there Is no great statesman war
rion king eten perlor or general who has
acquired extensive territory but who has
baahaa to leave it soon thibthis is the universal
history of mankind youvou may go back to
the bid assyrian empires or examine the
history of thetho klagskings of babylon and nine-
veh and the mightiest among them have
passedparsed away after a brieflexerexercisecise of power
no matter howbow extensive their possessions
were readbead their history in the bible and
although somekaine affect to despise that book
it is the bestwest history we have and contains
a hundred times moremure information in rela-
tion to those old nations than you can find
anywhere elseelbe when therthe medesbiedes and per

themhd assyriansAssyrians they bad
just the same ideas as the Assyrians had
they wanted to extend their territory and
they did it but what did it amount to not
very much when we speak af it as immor-
tal beings when we speak ot it asa mortal
beings as buttbutterfliesbrilles thatthit flutter around for
a short limeilme and then diedle it might beaboabe a
sort of transient passipassinglikilk glory like a sun-
beam when the sun from behind a
cloud it appears very brilliant but it soonboon
passes away so it waswaa with their glory
andard where is it now why you can scarce-
ly find where heirtheir mightiest cities stood
people think they can but there isia lothine
definite about it and their glory pomp and
majesty have no more existence now than
their cities they hadbad a correct principle

was berverperver
redted and corrupted and they sought by
fraud strategy war robbery and plunder
to possess themselves of dominion empire
andkud authority and when they got through
they had to liehe down amongamone the silent dead 1

and could neither move a hand stir aan
minarm move a leglog nor open an eye but had
tolo be devoured by worms

that is the history also of the grecian
and roman kingdoms it was said of al-
exander that after hebe had conquered the
world he bateat down and wept because there
was nothing moremere for him to subdue and I1
have heard it said frequently in regard to
individuals that they wanted eveverythingthing
in their awaown gigraspasp and if they hadbad badhadad a
world it would not bavehave been big enough
they would have wanted a little piece out-
side to make a garden patch we see man
here striving anxiously for the possession
of lands houses andarid so forth that is all
nighthight enough but it wants to be corrected
I1 will refer you to some scripture about
abraham we read that god took him
upon a certain hill and told him to lift up
hisbis eyes eastward westward northward
and southward and saidsald to him to theothee
and to thy seed after thee will I1 give this
land here was a promise made by god
of course abraham ought to have feitfelt in-
terestedte in ILit but was it pertaining to
this world only no certainly not I1
mean was the promise confined to abra-
hams lifetime no certainly notmot thonthen
what had it reference to these are ques-
tions that demand our serious attention andarld
bonbouconsideration we andaind also that there was

a promise made to joseph that hebe should
possespossess a land rich and fruitful abounding
inia the precious things of theeartathe earth and the
precious things of the mountains and of
the everlasting hillsbills that should abound
in corn wine and oil and the rich blessings
of life and that hebe should become a multi-
tude of nations in the midst of the earth
these blessings were spoken by men who
were ejustjust asaa it were tottering on the brink
of the grave by moses and jacob for in
stance who put their handsbands on the heads
orof their descendants and blessed them pro

to their departure how was it in
regard to the promise made to abraham
did hebe really possess that which was prom
ased him certainly not yet god prom-
ised then why did not abraham possess
that which was promised because it was
not necessary at that time stephen in
talking about it I1 suppose about eighteen
hundred years after says thalthae god prom-
ised these things to abraham but never-
theless hebe gave him none inheritance in 14it
noDO not so much as to set his foot on anibut
says be be will give it to him and bis seed
that is they shall by and by inherit this
was the idea and feeling they badhad in rela-
tion to this matter they did not consider
the world at that time in a perfect statlandstate and
men who understand themselves do not
consider itin a perfect state todayto day abra-
ham and his seed had that land given to
them and they will possesspoems it redeemed
and renewed whonwhen it will be worth having
Wellweli then howbow is it A good deal as it wawwax
with the rich man that jesusjebus spoke of in
bishis day he had gathered around him a
great quantity of property and baidbald hyihe

soul biteilt down and bobe at rest do not
beble thyselfthyself any more take thine ease eat
drink and be merry for thou hasthaat much
goods laid up for many years jean says
thou fool this shall thy soul be

required otof thee and then whose shall
these be which thou possessest
would hebe have them no who would
perhaps his children and wife perhaps not
just as it happened there was no depend-
ence then any more than now about such
things all that the rich man knew waawab
that his soul would depart and that his
body would be placed in the ground to feed
the worms these things ought to lead us
to reflection As I1 said before the princi-
ple or desire to acquire the goods of this
world Isia in itself good but itii has been per-
verted by man and when gentiles and

mormonscormonsMormons seek for nothing but what
they shall eat and drink and wherewithal
they shall bobe clothed they are both fools
torfor they do not know at what time their
souls will be required of them

if man were to live uprip to the privileges
with which hebe is surrounded if he follow-
ed the light of revelation and sought forvoi
and became acquainted with god and cor-
rect principles in relation to the future heprincipleswonwouldd not want to lay up ao20 much the
treasures of the earth as the treasures of
eternal life but you are now talking of
spiritual things no I1 am not I1 am talk
ing about temporal things and I1 willI1 go90
back and examine some men who have
lived here on the earth job for instance
he saidbald 1I know that my redeemerdeemerKe liv-
eth and that be shall stand in the latter day
uponon the earth and that I1 shall see him
anand thoughthough worms feed oholti my body yet
ilmyin my flesh I1 shshallaliseeseebee god job when be
was resurrected expected to stand upon
and to inherit thothe earth in the latter days
when the earth should be redeemed

another prophet speaking of the same
things says 1I shall stand in my lot in the
endorend of the days he also expected aninan in-
heritance upon the earth and then the
ancient apostles in talking about these
things said that the saints should live and

i reign on the earth after the resurrection
when the earth should have become purlpuri
fled hence it laIs very natural forforaa feeling
of this kind to be planted in the bosoms of
men that Is an attachment to the earth forI1it is mans eternal inheritance but that
feeling inmust bobe sanctified

who is it that will possess the earth laIs
it those ancient monarchsmonarobsrohs who

subdued and slewsiew their thousands
waded through seasreas of blood to gain empire
no nut at alleall Is it the manimauiman who by fraud
deception trickery dishonesty and chica
nery took advantage or01 those around him
and soBO amassed large wealth and possess
fonsions verily no who will then letlotjesus penkspeakpeak says liehe blessed areare the
meek for they shall ininheritheritberit themhd earth
they are the ones who will rejoice before
god inthein the possession of the blessings of
earth and not the kings and other charac-
ters to whom I1 have referred one of the
prophets saw the end of these kings and
rulers and he says they were gathered
together as prisoners are gathered togeth-
er intolato a pit and they were shutahut up for
many daylanddaysandband after many days they will
be visited they will havhave some chance
of salvation and of an exaltation but they
havebave to remain in prison cormanyfor many day
the antediluvians had before jesus went to
preach to the spirits in prison who were
sometimes disobedient in the days of noah

we have a great many principles innate
in our natures that are correct but they
want sanctitysanctify ing god saidsald to man be
fruitful and multiply and replenishreplenish the
earth and subdue it and have dominion
over the fish of the sea the fowls of the air
and the creeping things that creep on the
taceface of the earth well he has planted
in accordance with this a natural desire lain
woman towards man and in marlman towards
woman and a feeling of affectaffectionlenien regard
and sympathy existso between the sexes
we bring it into the weald with usu hintlint

that likeilke everything else has to be sancti-
fied anam unlawful gratification of these
feelings and sympathies is wrong in the
eight of god and leadsleada down to death
while a proper exercise of our functions
leads to life happiness and exaltation in
thisthin world and the world to come and so
it isia in Yregardard to a thousand other thithings

we liagilkelike enjoyment here that isia right
god deslydesignsnhinsf that we should enjoy our-
selves I1 donotdo not believe in aareliarellreligionglonklon that
makes people gloomy melancholy mismia
erable and ascetic I1 would not want to
spend my life in a nunneryry if I1 weiweree a
woman or in a monasterymonastry trif I1 were a
mauwan and I1 would not think it very exaltingexil ting
to be a hermit and to live by myself in a
poor miserable way I1 should not think
there was an thing great argoodorgood assoassociateclat
ed with that while everything around the
trees birds flowers and green fieldsfield were
so pleasingleasing the inserts and bees buzzing
anboxborand fluttering the lambs frolicking and
playing while everything else enjoyed
life why should not we butbat we want to
do itft correctly and not pervert any of these
principles that god hashaa planted in the
human family why there are some
people who think that the fiddle for in-
stance is an instrument of the devil and it
is quite wrong to nseuse it I1 do not think
so I1 think it is a splendid thing to danco
bby but some folks think that we should
not dance yes wowe should enjoy life in
any way becan some people object to
music why music prevails in the hea-
vens and among the birds I1 god has fill-
ed them with it there is nothing more
pleasing and delightful than it is to go
into the woods or among the bushes early
in the morning and listen to the warbling
ard rich melody of the birds and it is
strictly in accordance with the sympathies
of our naturemature we have no idea of the
excellence orof the ensiomusio we shall have in
heaven it may be said of that as one of
the apostles has saidgald in relation to some-
thing eiseelse eye hath not seen nor ear
heard neither hath it entered into the
heart of man to conceive of those things
which are prepared for those who love and
fear god we have no idea of the ex-
cellencycel lency beauty harmony and 5symphony
of the musiomusic in the heavenheavensa

our object is to get and cleave to every-
thing that is roodgood and to reject everything
that is bad one reason why religious peo-
ple in the world are opposed to musiomusia and
theatrestheartrestheatres Is because of the corruption that
is mixed ap withwilh them wicked and cor-
rupt men associate themselves with these
things and degrade them but is thisthia any
reason that the saints should not enjoy ttheh0
gifts of god Is that a correct principle
certainly not it is for them to grasprasp at
everything that is good and calculatedcalculated to
promote the happiness of the humanbuman fam-
ily

1I remember the time very wellweliwellandand
many of you do when we used to com-
mence our theatrical amusements here by
prayer we do not dobodo so much of it now
this practice is put tolo one side I1 suppose
one was right and the other iiia right I1
merely speak of thesethere thingsL all our acts
should be sanctified to god you know
that we are in the habit of having parties
occasionallyallyaily I1 will give you my ideas
about some of them I1 have attended one
or two lately and I1 think we are running
rather wild and that weweb notnol acuact as much
like gentlemen and ladies as we should
nor quite as much like saints asan we ought
to do I1 think there is a great dealI1 of im-
pudence and pertness a great amount of
interfering with other peoples rights in
these places and I1 think that we need cor-
rectingrecting that is in ourdur ward I1 do nognot know
how it Is here in yours perhaps youyoa do
better here I1lamiamam speaking of things as I1
see them I1 think we ought to elevate
every thing of this kind to its proper stan-
dard we ought not to intrude upon or
take advantageadvaadvantageniage ofanybodyanybody even in amuseamuses
ments when this is ootnoh observed I1 will
tell you what it leads to it leads to Aa sepa
ration in society inducing men and wo-
men who desire to be polite refined and
courteous to keep out of the company of
those who do notriet take this course and
producesproducas isyou please something likeilke an
aristocracy which is very repugnant to
the wishes of good feeling men and wo-
men bubut they have either to do this or to
be run ovoverek in many instances
I1 speak of thesethebe things torfor your informa

tion I1 do not know that you need any
information of this kind here I1 suppose
I1 ought to have delivered this lecture in
our ward in all our amusements we
should seasee that things are conducted right
and we should never forget to act the part
of ladies and gentlemen and we should do
aawayway with and impudence
and treat everybody with kindness court-
esy audand respect I1 speak of these things
because they strike my attentionatteution but
perhaps I1 havohaye said enough on this sub
eject MIai 1

1

we are here a number ofsaints wellweli
you havehaye outsiders among yowyou thatisthata

business they are not us 1ai I
am now talking to saints we have come
here to fear god and keep bishis command-
ments I1 do not expect to frame my reli-
gion ideas pr amusements to suit the feel-
ings of any man under the beabeswungvang I1
want to getgot my inspiration from god and
be led by him and I1 want to honorbonor himanhim-in
all my acts I1 do not care what this that
or the other man does know ye not that
god hasbas called usas fronifrom thetho world to
plant among usils the principle of eternal
truth to teach us correct principles and to
showabow us hofto conduct towtostoi randaards


