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ieveryyery cast by a demo-

cratic senator including that of my former
collecoliecolleague in the senatedehate from iowa every
republicanalbealRecan voted inI the negative

khzthey oppose the terestriction of the sale of
the ppubliclicilc lands to actual settlers and thus
place the pioneer on the frontier at the mercy
of land sharks who amass fortunes out of
thethi hardbard earnings of the patient sons of toil
they oppose the homestead bill which pro-
poses to give lands to the landless for settle
mentandtaDd cultivation as freely as they receive
the aoair thehe rain and the sunshine as the al-
mighty designed when he created these broad
prairies and these fertile valleys here is the
record of the vote in the senate inthis benefi
ceni measure
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every republican voted for the measure every
negative vote was cast by a democrat

they propose the occupancy of several of
the morenure feeble mexican states and portions
of central america bby the armies of the
uniunitedalred states at an additionaladditional cost of several
inmillionsillions per annum with a view to their ac-
quisition and conversion into slave territory
and the direct purchase of cuba at a cost of
at least one hundred and twenty millions to
increase the number of the slave states this
jais a great southern measure carefully matured
and deliberately adopted

it is intended by this means to strengthen
and fortify their system of slavesiave labor so as to
place it beyond the power of freemen of the
north ever to acquire the control of the gov-
ernmenternment the initiatory step was taken at
the last session of congress in a proposition
to place thirty millions of dollars in the hands
of the president to be used in facilitating the
acquisition of this island to be followed by
an appropriation of from one hundred and
twenty to two hundred millions of dollars as
the purchase price to be afterward collected
principally of the northern people as the cost
of theirtheil political subsubjugationugation this monstrous
proposition receilrecellreceived the support of every
northern democrat in the senate on a est
question to lay on the table 12 the vote stood
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of course other reasons are advanced for
the acquisition it might be dangerous to pro-
claim their purpose to be to neutralize the
volkevoice of republican iowa in the U S senate
with a couple of creole senators from east-
ern cuba of wisconsin with a couple from
western cuba of new york with a couple of
mongrelsmongrels from sonora it is thought better
to employ a coating of sugar to render the
pill a little more palatable

the first reason advanced for northern
concohconsumption is the expansion of the re-
public tto0 make room for our accumulating
millions of people 2

2 its allegallegedef advantages commercially as a
mart for our agricultural products

3 its necessity fortor our national defence
4 its utility in the suppression of the slave

trade
that these reasons are spurious scarcely

an argument if rerealalthethe propo-
sition would be more plausible for no one
objects to the expansion of our possessions
by honorable means when required by ghethe
growth of the population nor the admission
of a foreign state when requested by the vol-
untary act of a people in a condition to enenjoyy
civil liberty but no one can pretend tthatat
this is true of the people of sonora chihua-
hua cuba or any of the central american
states the central american confederation
was dissolved longanolonIongago by internal dissensions
and its people hate never since been able to
constructreconstructre a national government the in-
capacity of the mexican people to govern
themselves has become proverbial mexico
has had many presidents elevated by revolu-
tion during the last few years as kansas has
had governors appointed by democratic
presidents to carry out the democratic inter-
pretationpretation of squatter sovereignty the
necessity of its absorption as contradictory
as it may seem isis defended on the ground of
incapacity of the people to govern themselves
the cubans are of the same race their com-
petence for selfseif governmentgovernment will hardly be
pretended hencehence their admission as states
could nothot be desired at presentpresents by the real
friend of this republic to hold them as
provinces to be governed by the appointees of
the executive of the nation would be scarce-
ly less dangerous

their acquisition would furnish no outlet for
our people sonora and chihuahua in conse-
quence of sterility are incapable of support-
ing a densedenser population central america in
consequence of its climate and malaria is cer-
tainly not desirable to a people who have lived
for generations in a healthy and temperate
country and cuba is now owned and occupied
bby a population more dense than that of thewnunitedcited states it is an old country older
than massachusetts or virginia it was per-
manentlymanent ly occupied by the spaniards in 1511
nearlearnearlylearlyy years ago

aI it is said to be about milesmiles long and on
an average forty miles wide and with itslisitsiede

contain about forty seven thous-
and square miles and a population of

or an average of over 33 to the square
mile report no 35 senate cormcorncomy ad ses-
sion congress p 13

in 18501830 the average population to the square
mile of virginia was 23 of all the states of
the union excluding territories about V1 of
all the states southsoul of mason and dixons
line less than 10 and of all the states and
territories of the united states less than 8
hence the average population of cuba is more
than 43 per cent greater than that of vir-
ginia per cent greater than of all the
slave states and more than per cent
greater than the average density of the pop-
ulation of our whole country since 1850 the
population of the united states has probably
increased 30 per cent occurring principally in
the hewkiew states hence the foregoing estimate
is subject to this modification but with this
modification it will be seen that cuba fur-
nishes no room for the expansion of our popu-
lation

but we are not now oppressed for room
our possessions are very great they are six-
teen hundred miles in width and span the
continent from ocean to ocean containing an
area of nearly three million square miles of
whichahlch a very large surplus is
land in 1850 as shown by the census re-
ports the entire erea of all the farms and
plantationsplantations in the united states amounted totutut acres of unimproved land in
all about square miles add to this
30 per cent for the probable effect of increase
miles
of populationand we have onlyoly square
ronesmones owned and occupied in anyaily way within
the limits of our whole country leaving

square miles for future occupancy this
will afford ample scope for our vast energies
in develdevelopingi our resresourcesburcesources and multiplying
our population for many years yet to come
our population must be increased to nearly one
hundred millions before it will equal in density
that of cuba at the present time

with a full knowledge of these facts grave
statesmen could not commitcommit the folly of using
thirty millionlion dollars in negotiation to induce
Sspainainaln to sell this island at the price suggest-
ed
eg of one hundred and twenty or two hundred
millions of dollars to furnish an outlet for our
population when cuba now contains a popu-
lation equal toato a family of eight persons for
every quarter section of land subject to itsouits ju-
risdictionris wise financiers could not agree to
pay at the rate of six or seven dollars an acretaypayforor the whole of this island every acre of
which is probably owned by private holders
while selling their own land for per acre
in the free Statesandsani as low as per aareinacre in
the slave states the absurdity becomes
glaring when it is observed that the commis-
sioner of indian affairs estimates the nett
proceeds of the sale of all the public land dis-
posed of in the united states up to the pres-
ent time over and above its cost and the cost
of survey and sale and the fulfillment of stip-
ulationsionslons with indian tribes at about one hun-
dred million dollars you have sold the landtalleyvaliein ten or twelve states in the mississippi val-
ley

tal-
ley

tal-
le

val-
lele for about one hundred million dollars thealeaiewhole of which with one hundred millions
more if demanded the democracy propose to
give for cuba an island less than the state
of iowalowal but in acacquiringquirin they remind us
that they propose to imitate the illustrious
jefferson who purchased louisiana of the
great napoleon in a cost of fifteen mil-
lions because jefferson purchased louisi-
ana containing about square miles of
territory mostlymost uninhabited out of which
you have carvedcarved five great states and have
land enough for ten or twelve more at about
aj cents an acre therefore the democracy pro-
pose fopayto pay atleaseat least onehundredone hundred and twenty
millions for an island out in the gulf of mex-
ico on which there is not probably one acre of
land not covered by some spanish grant they
proposepropose to pay this enormous sum for nothing
butut the naked right0 to govern cuba for in its
purchaseI1lase of spain you would obtain the
sovereignsovereigntytylytyll nothing else

but cubaallay when acquired with one and a
halt millions of people must come in like
texas as one or more states and under our
form of government must govern herself I1 and
send senators and representatives to congress
to assist in governing the united states you
will thetherefore have obtained for this great
outlay of public treasure two or more ceolecaoleccoleoie
united states senators and ten or fifteen ere-
ole

cre-
ole members of the house of representatives
at an average cost of ten or twelve millions
of dollars per head to aid the slave states by
their votes in acquiring still more slave terri-
tory to be paid for principally by the northkorth
ern people

korker is it probable that the people of cuba
willlull ever become as alleged large consumers
of the great staples of the north west that
they willviiivill ever consume large quantities of
flour and animal food except lean beef itisit is
precluded by a physical law which annexa-
tion can never change cuba is a tropical
country where fatty animal food is hotbot need-
ed in large quantities even by laborerslaborersitsits office
and that of starchy matter is said by the
learned to be chiefly to generate heat for the
animal system the rays of a tropical sun sap-

i
sup-

plyI1 its place the Esquimaux under the
poledledie lives almost exclusively on blubberblubbery3

it is consumed by the animal economy at its
internal fires to supply the rapid loss of ani-
mal heatbeat under the equator the food of the
inhabitants is chiefly vegetable consistingconsisting
mostly of fruits even the beef of the northnorte
west will never be in great demand incura
it is too fat and too valuableto compete in such
a market with the lean cheap beefbeet of south I1

america suited to the wants of the inhabit-
ants our staples must find their principal
markets in the north where needed by the
masses for daily food small quantities will
be sold in the south and used as a luxury
like tropical fruits at the north

the allegation so incessantly made by all
the leading democratic members of congress
during the closing days of the last session
that cuba is the military key to the GulfGult that
it copacommandsmands the mouth of the mississippi and
its vast commerce as well as the commerce of
the atlantic with the pacific coast that all
of this immense trade is carried on under the
guns of her castles that we would not dare
to engage in a war with england or any great
maritime power without tthehe control of this
island is mere declamation cuba is not a
new creation it is as old as the continent we
have never owned it and yet when gewerewe were
in our infancy as a nation we dared to
fight and to flog in two successive wars the
greatest nation on the globe if cuba be-
longed to the united states lying out in the
gugulfguif according to the map more than one
hundredhundred miles from the nearest point of main
land on our coast and six or seven hundred
distant from any considerable port in the uni-
ted Sta the event of war with a maritime
power it would cost more men and money for
its protection than all our other possessions

the idea so industriously inculcated at the
north by southern statesmen that the transfer
of the island of cuba of which there is not
the slightestaeoulsprobabilityrobability to another european
power would be dangerous to the united
states and should be resisted atat every hazard
even at the cost of wwarar isis so supremely
ridiculous as to be amaamazingzin that the northern
democracy do not treat its authors with de-
rision wherever the disgraceful and cowardly
proposition is mentioned they seem to be
oblivious of the fact that cuba is surrounded
by islands now ini possessionn of the english
the french the danes the swedes aniand the
dutch and yet no american is tremtremblingblino in
his boots for the safety of the republic

and no one can be serious in pretending
that its acquisition would secure the abolition
of the the africanrican slave trade while it is be-
ingi buccesuccessfully prosecuted in the carolinas
and georgia florida alabama louisiana
and texas

these reasons when candidly examine dall
fail the cat under the meamealmaalI1 is badly conceal-
ed the slave holders of the nation demand
the strengthening of the shackles which man-
acle the toiling millions of their miserable
people by the admission of comparatively
populous countries not as public domain for
an outlet to our swelling population but as
states to hold the balance of power in the
councils of the nation cuba has a dense pop-
ulation and sonora and chihuahua eachhas
a population equal to that of minnesota or
oregon and if acquired must be admitted as
states and the democratic party now com-
pletely under their control is required to per-
form this unwelcome service like the pa-
tient oxor they are commanded to bend their
necks to the yoke like the 6stupid ass who
still knows his masters crib they are requir-
ed to submit their backs to this burthen andind
their leaders like our mother eve beguiled by
the devil in the garden of edenI1 are holhoiholdingding
the tempting fruit laden with curses to the
lips of the people and urging them to eat
with the subtle logic thatthat it is desirable to
the taste and good for the eyes

I1 am aware that thousands in iowa who
still propose to vote what will be styled the
democratic ticket condemn most heartily the
policy and practices of this administration
they strangely delude themselves with the
belief that IQthe old jeffersonian democratic
partyty is still in existence and that mr buc-
hananearanallail alone isis responsiblesible for the evils and
and errors to which I1 have alluded this in-
duces the inquiry

ath JA whatdiat essential principal or practice
does the doudouglasaas democracy the buc-
hanan democracy

arethayare they nnotot equally responsible with the
administration democratDemodemocracycrac for the present
condition of public affairsaffairy havinnavinhaving aided in
the election of franklin pierce dixdid they not
become the leaders of the party during his
administration did they not initiate the re-
peal of the missouri compromise and defend
the kansas usurpations and outrages on the
close of his official term of office did they
not abandon old patty issues and affiliate withwitt
whigs and americans in the defence of the
oueowe plankplants platform the constitutional right
of slavesiaveholders to carry their slaves into all
the territories of the nation have they not
denounced the self evident truths of the
declaration of indeaindependenceindence as self evident
falsehoods as glittering generalities and
those who cherisacherish the principles of thomas
jefferson as abolitionists do they not de-
nounce those who like presidents washing-
ton adams jefferson madison monroemonroby
jackson and polk and con-
gressesgresses would protect every mans right to
enjoy life liberty and property in the territo-
ries by fundamental laws as traitors to the
constitution and the union have they not
endorsendorsedd the dred scott decision as a finality
bindbindingino the caconsciencensc ence of the nation to acqui-
escee in the spread of slavery to the limits of
our dominions have they not acquiesced in
the surrender of the machinery of the federal
government into the hands of the southern
democracy and aided by their official acts in
imposing enormous and esequal burtrensbur on
the northern people have they not clamor-
ously united with their slaveholding brethren
to read every democrat out of the party
who like trumbull doolittle cameron eingkingKI
hamlin broderick thos 11II bentonrenton 31 L
morris and S J kirkwood dared to oppose
the kansas nebraska blin

did they not labor for the election of james
buchanan to the presidency have they not
endorsed his utah cuban mexican and cen-
tral american policy did they not vote in
both branches ofof congress to place armies and
navies of the nationnationalat the absolute control of
the president to be used at discretion in for-
eign countries DAdid they not speak and v otevote
and brow beat the republicans of the senate
inin a eill

persistentersistent struggle to secure the passage
of a bill giving to the president the unrestrain-
ed disposal of thirty million of dollars to
facilitate the acquisition of cubacubah did they
not oppose the homestead bill whenever its
consideration conflicted with the success of
this monster on mr Doodoolittleslittles motion to
postpone the thirty million bill and take up
the homestead bill the yeas were
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but one democrat mr johnson of ten-
nessee voted with the republicans inin the af-
firmativefirma tive every northern democrat voted
against postponing the cuba bill to take up
the homestead bill which had passed the
house of representatives and was awaiting
the action of the senate even mr douglas
abandoned the interests of the laboringlaborin man
of the north for the purpose of extenextendingdill the
area of slavery that I1 may do him no in-
justice I1 quote from inshis baltimore speech of
last january

permit inme here to remark that the slavery question
restsresta upon lawstawa higher ahrn nose orof legislative enact-
ments it depends uponi pon thill aws of c linatebinate of produc-
tion and of selfcelt interestlinerirnerestcst rwherever cuttoncotton and sugar
and ricer ce and indigo are the staplestapie and theihla climate isi
such as to exclude whitewhile lalortabor the nanrogro must take the
place of bethe white man on thether plantation when you
get into tho ie hot cilcitclimatematesymatery it is not a leie between
thith negro and the white manymaniman but a struggle between
the negro and the shall occupy the del-
ta line inirk those delta lands slavery must exist negro
labor mu t be employedemployetietl otherwise their cultivation mustmutt
be abandoned while in those high northern latitudeslatitude
herewhere thetle earth Is covered with deep enowenon s an I1 where
there Is a severe climate illylily adapted to the constitution
of the neron groero and better bulted to the white
can never exist because it Is not the Irinterestterest vtul the peo-
ple to havehavellveiliw

here is the southern reason for the acqui-
sition of cubahcuba and mexican and central am-
erican states inin these delta lands slavery
must exist they are down south under a
burning sun they produce sugar and cotton

indigo and rice from a necessity of climate
accordingng to mr douglas their acquisition
must add slaveslat e states to the confederacyconfederacy
the establishment of homesteads for the
millions of the landless wouldmould builbuild up the
north west it would fill up iowa and the
new states with an industrious and independ-
ent yeomanry it would give stability to civil
society remove want and beggarbeggary from our
doors and givee resistless strength to the na-
tion in times 0off forelforeinforeignn dandanerdanger0 er but its con-
sideration comes in directdirect cconflictoinflict with a bill
to facilitate the acquisition of slavbial e territory
and the douglas democracy true to their
southern instincts vote with the south mr
douglas has laid up treasure for hishia children
in the Soutbinhin slaves and delta lands and

where his treasure isis there is his heart
also mr douglas has never joineddomed issue
with the south on any measure vital to their
interests heire inaugurated the kansas policy
by his own achand in its defence he has stood
firmly with the south denouncing every effort
of the people of the territory to shake off the
incubus of siaveslaveslavery as and every
attempt of the freemenfreemen of the north to aid
them by v voluntaryoluntary contributions or congres-
sional legislation as treasonable until the bat-
tle between slavery and freedom had been
foughtfou ht and won I1

heIK then voted with the republicans to pre-
vent the imposition of a constitution 04on ththe
people which they loathed but even the leL
compton issue the douglas democracy now
declare to be dead and burledburied 1 so accord-
ing to the shobho aingung of the leaders of the
doulasdouglas democracy there is no ionglonglongerlongerer any
distinction between them and the administra-
tion democracydemocratDemo crac theythe have never differed
except on a single0 point which does not now
eastex st

hence vouyouv ou havehav e nothing to hope from tlethe
elevation of this wing of the democracy to
aaspowerower but a continuation of the policy which
has controlled the government sanceknee 1854
when mr douglas inaugurated the only plank
now remainingremaining in the democraticbemocratic platform

the constitutional right of the slaveholder to
remove and hold his slaves as prproperty in all
the territories ctcf the nationcation pa

had he been elected to the presidency imin
1852 he would have done substantially as mr
pierce whose policy he sustained and defend-
ed throughout had he been elected in 1856
surrounded by the southern influences that
overwhelm the democratic party hebe would
have done substantially as mr buchananbuchanahbirBin hanan has
done and were it possible and I1 praise god
that it is not to elect him inin isio the con-
summation of the policy of the administration
would become unavoidably

thoube enactment of a slave code for the terri-
tories the repeal of the laws prohibiting thetile
african slaveslav e trade the dismemberment of
the republic of mex co and the purchase of
slave territory with northern gold for the
creation of other slave states to secure the
continuance of slavery in the republic forever
and the continued increase of the expenses otof
the government millions ard millions per an-
num would follow as legitimate and
able consequences 71

the doudauglasdoulaslas doctrine that the great fund


