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UNRELIABLE FIGURES = AND

the public,- If Balt Lake County
| affairs hawve been managed in tIJm
same way as Weber County aflairs,

EGOTISTICAL ASSUMPTION. |{he peoplé of this courity are to_be
T3E next uaﬁi.;liun of the burlesque | S0P atulated, for the Weber Coun-

report of the quartette is a selection
~assessment rolls
of Weber County and Ogden City,

of figures from the ass

garbled, as ususal, and
mislead. The Itapressio

"

to' be "creite&,'hﬁ’ that assessments
" have been made in some instances |
_top lowy and that some taxes have |and never has been. But
been 'remitted when ‘the' parties
were able to pay them, Tt is charg-
ed that furniture has, been assessed
at a certain amount, when the

to| ' They go
n intended ‘:Dﬁﬂﬂg"

benefit of all parties concerned.
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paiy” do not’ pay

—

r

mit that the Tithing Office corner,

lished 'is’assessed $20,000.
‘Com pha

guartette, *‘on information and be- | Temple Blockis not assessed. This

lief state sach furniture Lo be worth
Also |
that !‘the property isnot enumer-
ated; and itis impossible to tell ihe

valuation the assesser has put upon
the ' property of any person who
owns more than one pleceof real

over ten times the amoun

‘estate in the county,”

‘We are not informed how those
four ‘ignoramuses are able to make
. They
res with the commeat,

" these - reckless assertions.
ghote figu \
riqsgessed too 'low.”

enumerated? Do they Eknow any

thing  of the circumstantes that |
prompted remissione? " Or is not
their “information and belief'” but
a little' more of the gossip whiech

they have been serviog up in daily
dishes, and accumulated during
the two weeks Troystering at the
Keeney House, spinniag oult the
time at public expeuse? |
Their quotations from the assess-
ment rolis are unreliable. Some of
tbhem we know to be incorrect, and
like figures Eﬂt _in’ their dish of
yesterday, the ‘““hundreds” marked

on the record have been changed

tuv “thousands” in their
report.

published

on their pretended quotations.

It has been 'the custom in many
places to remit the taxes of widows
aud indigent persons, under powers
conferred by law, &s anybody can
Jearn by ‘reading the statutes, Bat

the Revenue Act, passed at the last |

session of the Legislature, limits
the remission to five dollars. If the
power to remit has been exercised
too freely—ihe qu J
© evidence that it has—the law now
~ estops any further undue freedom in
" that direction. e ks TR
-~ 'Assessments  are made as pre-
scribed by the ' statutes, ““ac¢ & fair

" ¢ash valuation.” The form of as- e

“sessment lists is 'given in the law.
“"Phe assessér must fill them out as
provided. The complaint about the

““ypumeration * of ' property” is
therefore only one among the signs

- of "the dgnorance of the quar-}

“tette, freely exhibited throughout
"their so‘called “report.” The as
“sessment’ rolls, “with all’ county
“records, ar;a::;o Sutt;ﬂc*ﬁoqtﬂ:npnta,
“upén to inspe any payer
“ &t réasohable hours.” Ample oppor-
tunity is always given to' the'tax-
‘payers to object to the assessments
‘made upon’ their propel ot
‘Ogden city and Weber county,
And ‘mobody but & few
tents, who' contribute little or no-
thing to6 the publicrevenue,and who
are of the same kidney as the quar-

_ Ave  they
qualified appraisers? Did they
personally inspect all' theé property

W hether this is muddle or

mralice we de not undertake fo de-
cide, but it destroys dependence

artette ‘offer no

rty, both in |

is strictly church property snd fis

exempted by law. 'Why did they
not report ' Lthe exem “of
Catholic, Episcopal, and dissenting
churehes aud 'the grounds thereto
belonging? -The answer is
any one can sée in what
{ the animus of the
rected.
lin the list of exemptions from tax-
‘ation, “‘puildings for: worship aud
the grounds and materials and ap-
‘purtenances  thereto ltelunging,”
| and the new revenue-law makes a
similar exemption, But then what
do they know about law; or, appar-
ently, even plain common sense?
A'long list'of taxes remitted for
1876 and 1877 is appended to their
“report,” fbat itis difficult to tell
{from its arrangement how much
has been remitted. Taking it as it
'ﬂr.ands, the remissions are scarcel
worth mentioning. Bat if they
{'mean that all of them have been
remitted; the ‘reasons for Lhe
remission are not given, and there-
fore the publie cannot judge as to
the rightfulness thereof or other-
wise, and the figures may be just as
erroneous as those purporting to
be frem the Ogden and Waeber
County records, many of which we
know personally to be grossly in-
correct. The 'names of persons

whose taxes are said to hsve been

remitted cannot be de

to have maliciously e¢hanged them
as they did in the case of Ogden
City, in which ‘amounts that ap-
pear on the record as expended for
Liberty S8quare, a public square on

tette’s report as expended on **Uni-
on” fquare, which is private prop-
erty in the lower part of tuwn, and
a great outery raised upon the man-
ufactured ‘‘injustice.”

False in one thing, false in all,
iv a legal'adage which has been fre-
quently ‘quoted by those who sup-
port the cause of misrepresentation
optéd by the quartette; they can
now apply it with propriety to the
serial story which is chiefly dis-

\

tinguished by its numerous palpa-|

ble deviations from the I;rut;]:.I

. A'SINGULAR SCENE.

A SINGULAR scene was wilnessed
by over two thousand persous at
{Snow Hill, Greene County, North
Carelina, on the 12ith inst: A col-
ored man named Jehn Shallington,
had been convicted of murder, and

mglcon- | sentenced to death. He married a

woman who had a daughter, " The
mother died when Lhe girl was six-

tette, make any preténce that the | feen years old, and a criminal inti-

public affairs in ‘those places are no
conducted in. faicness, -

strict regard for the public welfare,
As an exposition of ‘anything with
which: the publi¢c’ are unfamiliar,
the quartelte’s serial story isa con-
spicuous failure. +XOJ 19q 8109

“FALSE IN ONE THING, FALSE
| IN ALL."”, ..
THE guartette’s serial furiber char=
ges that the same state of affairs
exists in Salt Lake County as in
Weber County — ‘‘the rich man
under assessed, and the middle
class fully taxed.” ' Buat: they fail
to give the slightest evidence in
proof of this assertion, They are
not personally competent to pass
judgment on the valuation of prop-
erty, and 'do not appear to have
made any examination, nor to have
obtained the assistance of experts,
wilh a view to any decision, but to
liave jumped at their coneclnsion

macy was commeneed with the
step daughter, which lasted-two or
three years. The girl, Serena, was
then courted by another negro, and
Shallingten, becoming ferociously

into Berena, as a proof of his affec-
tion., After his trial and sentence,

he made several desperate attempts
to escape. He wasa very power-
ful negro, and  broke his ¢hains,
wrenched off iron bolts and forced
open his cell door, but was unsue-
ceseful in getting away,

- When brought te the scaffold he
joined in prayer with twe colored
Elmwhﬂm and demanded baptism,

e addressed the crowd, and warn-
| ed them against evil company. He
was then taken to the creck, **bap-
tized” . by baving water poured
apon him, walkeu back to the gal-
lows, smoked a cigar, and was then
bung by the neck, death ensuing
from strangulation.. |

Lt-isabout time that such repul-
sive publie exhibitions were abol-
iched, and the death penalty, when

‘nmary,ad ministered only in thalgiana should speak with authority, | of the latter times.

ty i finances ' have certainly been

its execution. This case we be-

lieve is unique. We never heard

before of the baptism ofan assassio |

immediately followed by the hang-
ing of the cigar-smoking convert
maurderer. _
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{‘handled with the strictést "honesty |
and -economy, - and greatly to the

Vto' 'state that the'| Tug qoartefie are still stretching
NEws Publishing Com- §ARFYS |
| “any’ county or
{territorial taxes. " Very true. There | ™ ‘ |
'is no sach ‘company 'in*tﬁataﬁw County is given, making the num-

oy ad- | her altogether about 660. These

which includes the establishment
where the DESERET NEWS is pub-|©
U,V : ‘I'subheaded “*Assessed.” Under the
int is made because the g, head of |

ption ‘of the |only have had partial remiftances.

plaing ,
direction | went roll
quartette is ¢i- |24 amounts named are all that the

The old revenue law puts|sounty has remitted, it has done

STRETCHING IT OUL

their story out. ' Another long list
of the assessments in Balt Lake

==

authority . is as needful now as ever
—indeed
ever,” . : _

This is an alarming condition of
affaire when * viewed from

y We.  believe - mere  than

many centuries of dogniatism, and
the training of the publie mind in

which Christendom  is'  divided,

m-'plnwl under the general head
of “Taxes remitted for 1877” but

_ “Remitted” a few
figures are g iven, showing that out
ofthis tetal of 660 persons assessed,24

What object can be gained by
copying all-this from the assess-
does not appear. If the

marvellously well. But while
starting in to copy the assessment
roll, why did not the guartette
give it eutire? What. are these 660
names picked out for ?  They

their existence. The

tive. The halo of holiness which

‘pears around thelr’ persons, Their
opinions are viewed as only opin-
ions, mnothing more. Men and
women think for themselves. Even
in Catholic "countries, at least
among the male population, the
old-time reverence for Mother
Church has almost departed, ani
skepticism is fast taking the place
of undoubting faith in creeds and
ceremonies and their administra-
tors and expounders,

The truth is, the pretended au-
thority of priests and clergymen
hes beem, for bundreds of years,
nothing but'a sham, Good men as
well as bad men have ministered

¥ | of ¢“‘Remitted.”

|

say: ‘It seems if a man is
called on a mission, .it. bas
been sutlicient cause . for the

territorial . taxes.” DBut they have
failed to do this. In the list they
have K given not one missionary’s
taxes are presented under the head
Then they men-
tion the names of certain persons
as ‘““not assessed” who had no prop-
erty in the county at the time
when the assessments were made.
Why single out those names when |
there are hundreds of other persons
residing temporarily or permanent-
ly -in. the county who are in the
same fix? -

They further say: ‘It appears
that one half of the tax-payers are
bearing the expenses of the govern-

remittance of jhis city, cuunty-andi’

lepended upon, | fai] to show wherein this appears.
for the quartelte are just as likely | [t js not exhibited in their report,

gshare of such expenses.

the bench, are placed in the guar<|,ue he isnot a

jealous, put a charge of buck-shot L gpeed along a track which it will

ment of the county.” But they

certainly, And how is such a
thing possible? If a man pays
taxes, bhowever small, he bears a
If he con-
tributes nothiug to the county reve-
: tax-payer in the|
county. :

Jesus to the Jews. Those who gaid
that if they

in sacred things.
former labored in sincerity to bene-
fit mankind, their administrations
were without authority, and the
doctrines they taught were only a
matter of belief. And the latter
have been many and unscrupulous,
making merchandize of the souls of
men. The result is confusion—
Babylon—and there is no standard
in its midst to which the people
may come. The Bible cannot ex-
plain itself,and those who interpret
it differ themselves as to its mean-
ing, and thus ‘“*Christianity” 1s
chaos,

The ferald truly says: *‘Thus
saith the Lord is as needful now as
ever.” But when did the world
ever receive ‘“Thussaith the Lord,”
while the inspired prophet deliver-

| ed the decrees of Jehovah? “Which

of the prophets have not your fa-
thers slain?” was the query of

had lived in the days
of the ancient geers they would not
have rejected them, crucified the
greatest prophet of all, the Savior

W hat with blunders, contradic-
tions, ¢confusion of words and down-
right falsehood, the
port’’ of the would be famous quar-
tette is a singular eonglomeration
fit for the museum as an exhibition
of folly, but an utter failure as a
document designed to show some-
thing damagiong to the officers of |
any city or county in this Terri-
tory.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

QUITE a stir has been made in
literary and orthoedox Lheological
circles, over an article sent by the
celebrated historian, = James A.
Froude, to the JInfernational Re-
view. He takes the position that
religion is in an extremely critical
condition throughout the world;
that orthodoxy cannot agree on
what ground to defend it; that the
existence of God and of a future
state, the origin of man, the nature
of eonscience and the distinction
between good and evil, are open
questions; and thal religious opin-
ien. is moving . with inecreasing

L

never retrace and towards issues

infinitely momentous.

The New York Herald comment-
ing on this says:

Underlying these propositions of
the English historian there is a|
great truth of current experience
and observation. Religion or Christ-
ianity does not occupy the strong-
holds in human hearts which it
on¢e did. The Bible is net held in
such high estimation as it once
was. The doctrines which it teaches
are not as firmly believed as they
were in other days, anud the min-
istry of the ehurch fails to com-
mand the reverence—may we say,
respect~which it once had. * *
- #tThe secular and religious press
often precede the preacher, so that
there is no reason now, as there
was in the olden time, that theolo-

L —_— T =

T

joicing in it, many

of the world.
Inour own times “Thus saith

in the ears of mortals, and the

s |same principles enunciated by Lhe

prophets of old bave been made
plain once more. But the “Chris-
t1ans’” of the nineteenth century
shed the blood of those whom God
raised up as guides, to direct hon-
est souls out of the mists and fogs
of error and the mystery of man-

CaOuE CQounty comes in next for

the
iatand'puint' of orthodoxy. .  After

fixed theological ' channels, the
churches and denominations into

have Jess power on the popular

mind than at any period during
ipse dizit of
the priest or professional preacher
is no longer viewed &8 authorita-

they once conjured up before the
eyes of the multitude no longer ap-

But while ‘the

made ereeds, and into the light of
the divine spirit which leadeth into
all truth.,

The reason why guch revo-
Jution * is going on in
religious world is that

|

remarks from the quartette. No
fault eould be found with the eoun-
ty administration nor the Probate
Court, but an extremely flat and
badly worded attemptis made, to
show something wrong sin the
transfer of certain Jand in that
county known for a long time as
the “Church Farm.” =

This land was purchased from
the pre-emptors by the late Presi-
dent Brigham Young, who showed
his ‘““hestility te edueation” by
deeding the whole ofthe property for
endowing a college. - The quartette
say they baveexamined therecords
in the land office for the purpose of
finding someting informal and ir-
refula: in the filings and proofs,but
failed. Yetthey infamously make
the assertion, founded on gossip, in
their usual manner, that “‘in some
cases the parties filing were not
eitizens of the United States, the

urpose of the whole transaction

ing for the benefit of Brigham
Young.”
~_After admitting Lhey could find
no proof of irregularity, and stating
that all the land in guestion had
been deeded by President Young
for educational purposes, they are
foolish enough to expose their
malice and love of scandal by
making the above groundless ac-
cusations, in direct contradiction
of thejr own admijssions, No won-
der f'he grand jury refused to re-
ceive such a volume of inconsis-
tency, bad grammar, and petty
spleen.

The bogus ‘“‘report’’ gets worse
and worse, in these respects, as it
drags its slow length along and un-
folds itself before a disgusted pub-
lic.

- —

THE FINALE.

THE last chapter of the quartette’s
serial story, falsely ecalled a grand
jury report, is out, and their twad-
dle is at an end. They wind off
with a list of divorce cases from
the records of the Probate Court of
Box Elder County, prefaced by
some silly remarks on a matter that
has been settled by legislative ac-
tion, and a few mole opinions up-
on what might have been, coupled
with a little further hearsay and

pretended "'re-| ¢ 1,ord’ has again been sounded | Zossip.

The story is attested by the fol-
wing:

¢‘Report accepted by the Fore-
man, George Clark, and committee
discharged.

GEORGE CLARK,
Foreman of the Grand Jury.”
e Foreman, to be truthful and
explicit, should have added, ‘‘but
rejected by the Grand Jury.”’

The “‘report” is the sickest thing

lo

the|of .the kind ever submitted to a
God | body of men or
has commenced the work foretold | the ends of justice.

ganized to further
The majority

by all the prophels since the world [of the grand jury showed their

began. The truth ‘*fas it is in

Jesus,” has been

geod sense in rejeeting it, but

restored, and [ought to have filed a protest against

while a few are receiving and re-|it when presented to the Court.

who will not
embrace it because it is strange and
unpopu'ar, have become unsettled
in their minds and, while holding
back from the sftraight path that
leadeth unto the life and the light,
they are rejecting the by-ways and
guide-boards of sectarianism,
moss-covered and cobwebbed with
the traditions of ages.

However, they had no ides, per-
haps, that anyone would have the
impudence to present a document
rejected by the panel, as a “*report,’’
or they thought that if it were pre-
sented it would certainly not be
filed, being of no more legal value
than blank paper.

Buat sinee it has been officially
noticed and published, by permis-

The Lord is at work among the |sion of the Court, wl':mt. does it

nations,

He will turn and over-|amount to? Simply

a desperate

turn, and cause carrent events to]attempt, which bas signally failed,

point attention to His

gospel and | to make out a case of iraud and
those who have received authority | corruption against certain cor

porate

from Him to expound and admin-| bodies, and to prejudice the public

ister it.

of God more than the
world, will cast their idols to the
moles and the bats, and their hoary
traditions to the winds and the

waves, and march to the standard |

which God has reared in the moun-

tains, as a rallying point for the|

good and true of all nations, The

Lord hasspoken as in times of old, |

and those who really desire to learn
His will and come to the Lnowledge
of His truth can approach, through
obedience to His ordinances, the
Fountain Head of all intelligence,

And those who love truth | mind against certain leading ‘‘Mor-
more than Mammon, and the glory | mons.”
praise of the | MecGown, Joseph Bewell, N. C.

The committee—Archie

Boatman and George F. Cualmer,
have not made a single point. But
they have made,as we have proven,
many blunders or wilful misquota-
tions from public records; they have
changed names and figures with
evident malicious design, or inex-
cusable carelessness, or & mixture
of botb; they have offered stupid
suggestions which, if wise, would
Le entirely outside of their province
to make; they have advanced opin-
ions and repeated gossip for facts,

and rejoice in deliverance from the | frequently in contradiction to their

doubt and perplexity that now con-
fuse the whole world, The poiuts
made by Froude are manifest signs

— T ——————— - — A — ——
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} their story th

own  assertions founaed on
the recorcs they examined;
they have so badly arranged

at in some parts it



