ranah in Utali bnt he had to work so
hard and was <o badlv off that I pitied
him. T took a fancy to himn and otfar-
ed to bring him to But'eand take good
care of hitn. e is my half brother,
This ~chetrie was agreable to the boy’s
mother, to Carrington and all the rest.
I brought him to Butte and he rec
mained with me three or four months.

‘We kepl in communication with
Carrington as to where the boy wae,
hut Butte isa pretiy tough place to
bring up a boyv in and lately we sent
him with Hial Graehl to tha latier’s
ranch on Sunke River in Idaho. He
hasnothing to do but hunt and fish,
and he positively will not return to his
father ?

Mr. Graechl's explanation of the
magter wag perfectly clear and con-
slsient and showed conclusively that
the kidnapping existed only in the
mind of Carrington. Mr. Grasehl
visited Carrington only last week and
told him all about the boy and where
he was. Carrington’s moliv: seemslo
have been rolely to get (Araehl into
trouble. 'The police authorities here
are satisfied that the boy is in much
better bands than in U-ah and wonld
not interfere in the matter even if they
could legally do 8o.”

Carrington is not » “Mormon.’’
but has figured as an aoti “Mor-
maon,*? an alleged doctorand nsa .
8. Commissioner. He has also
heen, in our opinion, comspicuous

as & crank,
-

NOTHING TO BE SCARED AT.

AFTER reading carefully the
statement of County Assesror Fox,
which we published on Monday,
March 3ist, and hearing the com-
ptaints and surmisings of the pubiie,
we are of the opinion that there has
been considerable useless foreboding
over possible excessive faxation.

The old revenue law provided
that property should be assessed at
u fajr cash valuation. The new
Inw says it shall not he assessed at
t¢lens than the casb value.”? Wherein
lies the great differénee? Thetroulle
in the miveds of alarmists seems to
arise from the mnotion that bnom
figures nre to govern in determining
‘th' cash value.’” This we regard
ng worse than horrowing trouble; it
looks miore like creating it.

Asgsesgor Fox was perfectly right
in asking for instructione from the
County Court, and endeavoring t)
get that body to assume a portiou of
the responsibllity arising from some
of the provisions of the cew law.
But iu estimating the change in
real estate values he says: ‘‘Under
this law, Balt Linke County will
reach this year in valuation bpot
leas than sixty milliou dollars in ita
inflated condition.’”> And he goes
on to calculate what the volume of
the taxes will he on 1his hasis, and
makes it reach “considerable more
than twice the revenue of last year
under the old law of12 mills on the
dollar.”? In this we think he is
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greatly mistaken. The mistake oe-
curs in the .phrase, ‘dn ite 2aflated
oonditiun.” Now the lnw does pot
say that property shall be assess-
ed at its cash value ‘Yin its intlated
condition.?”” The guestivn will be
asked, what, then, is the rule as fo
estimating “‘the cash value??? [tis
aiven very plainly in the law iteelf.
Section 13 says:

““The 1erms wvalue and fair cash
value mean the amonnt wt which the
properiy wou.d be 1aken in payment
of a just debt due from a solvent
debtor.*?

This does not look mueh like re-
quiring property to he assessed at
“boom?? figures, or the temporary
value ‘in its inflated condition.’”
Nobody believea that the balloon
prices of real estate arv anything
more than a temporary “inflated
condition.”” Nobody in his scher
senses expects nssessors, In places
where this altitude has been
reached, to put his assessment fig-
ures upon all real estate at a similar
aftitude. Fhe conacientious assessor
will seek to carry out the provisions
of the lnw as they affeet his official
dnties, and wlll be governed by the
definition of the law as to the terms
tivalue® and ““fair cash value’? in-
atead of by any speculative or spurt
prices.

All the figures in the Assessor’s
estimate seem to be formed om this
“inflated?” basis. As to the penallies
impoused by the law for poo-per-
rormance of duty, they are all predi-
cated om “wilful failure or neglect, *’
and wilful wrong doing as to mat-
ters ‘"known to the assessor.” The
objectes evilently are to make taxa-
tion uniform, which it ought to be,
ard to protect all classes of tax-
payers from discrimination and in-
equality, and to suhject property to
faxation which has heretofore es-
caped paying its just tribute to the
public revenue. )

There may be some things in the
law whigh seem severe, and one or
two points ot doubtful validity. But
in the main it nims at justics and
equality before the law, and is not
designed to be oppressive. It reduces
the rate of maximum genera) taxa-
tion to eight mills, and in requiring
property to be rated at ita eash value.
does no wore than provide for the
enforeement of former provisions and
make a living law of what was a
dead letter. [nstead of pretending
that fifty per cent. or even twenty-
five per cent nf the selling price un-
der the hnmmer {aa fair cagh valu-
ation —“of a piece of property.”’ it
mnkes the term cash value mean
what it eays and provides for a
strict enforcement of ite provisions.
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If assessors are reasonable and
equitable, a8 we have every reason
to helieve they will he, and seek to
carry ont the law accordiog to its
spirit and meaning and definitions,
instend of being influenced by hwom
ootions and wild speculations. we do
not believe the difference in taxa-
tion will be anything alarming,
that the assessors or their sureties
will he in any danger, or that the
troubles anticipated will prove of
snything like the magnitude which
in many people’s eyes they have
suddenly assumed.

—

THE UBIQUITOUS REPORTER.

Tieg New York obe comnments
thus regarding the discovery ofn
newspaper reporter in the room as-
signed to the jury in the Flack
case:

“Whatever the paper with which
the man was connected mMay say, no
man who knows anything about the
inside management of newspaper ofll-
cos will for a moment helieve that any
man will suhject himself to soch riska
withont orders. It is alwais a very
convenlent thing for a newspaper,
when one of its reporters is caught in
a dirty job like this, to disavow him
and his acts; and wvet this is done with
complete knowledge on the part of
experienced men that such a disa-
vowal was only thought of when the

offending representative had been
found out. It is much to be re-
gretted, not only for the honor

of the law, but for that of the
newspaper profession, that the judge
conld not ind some warrant to ‘rend
the reporter in question to jail at onee
for contempt of court. While this
would not have reaclied the real
wrong doer, vet it would bave hoen a
most naseful example, not only to mon
thinking of such schemes for the
future, but to ithe men who assign
them, and to the others who arve
helped hy means sn disreputabls.
This is another of thos~ instaneces in
which the whole profession suffers
for the offense of nne nf its representa-
tives. Tt is, of ecourse, unjust; hnt
there are 8o sanv cases similar to it
that the puhlicis likely in the end to
reach the conclnsion that there are no
papers whose editors and city editors
will not, upon oceasion, resort to such
meathods.”

—

A SHOW OF OPENNESS.

On April 1st, the City Council
found ijteelf 1o an awkward situn-
tion. A motlon was put and carried
that the Council go into executive
sersion, and the mayor mnade the
announcement. The room was
cleared of spectators and reporters,
when it ocenrred to certain mem-
bera that a good opportunity was
presented to make n show of open-
ness in the transagtion of city husi-
ness by filling ecity offices in open
instead of secret session,

A member raised the point that
secret, sessions were uplawful, and

B. A. Merritt, Esq.. the gity at-



