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ranch in utah but he had to viworkork so
hard and was oo00 badly off that I1 pitied
ban I1 took a fancy to him and offer-
ed to bring hhimI1 anfn to butbutee and take good
care of him heele is mymv half brother
ththisIs scheme waswaa agreeable to the boys
mother to carrington and all the rest
I1 brought him tobo butte and he reere

with me three or four months
we kept in communication with

carrington as to where the boy was
but butte is a pretty tough place to
bring up a boybov in and lately we sent
him with hial graehl to the batterslat lers
ranch on snake river in idaho he
hasha nothing to do but hunt and fish
and be positively will not return to his
father I1

mr graellaGraehla explanation of the
matter was perfectly clear and oon

and showed conclusively that
the kidnapping existed only in the
mind of carrington mr graehl
visited carrington only last week and
told him all about the boy and where
he waswai ons ino seems to
have been solely to get graehl into
trouble the police authorities here
are satisfied that the boy is in much
better handsbands than in U ah and would
not interfere in the matter even if they
could legally do so

carrington iqii not a mormon
but has figured as an auti mor-
monman 11 an alleged doctor and asaeaa U
8 commissioner he hbaa also
been in our opinion conspicuous
as a crank

NOTHING TO BE SCARED AT

AFTER reading carefully tilethe
statement of county assessor fox
which we published on monday
march and hearingbearing the corncom
plainesplaints andsand surmisingaarm isings of the public
we are of the opinion that there has
been considerable useless foreboding
over possible excessive taxation

the old revenue law provided
that property should be assessed at
a fair cash valuation the new
law says it shallishall not be assessed at

less than the cash vallievale wherein
lies the great difference the trouble
in the mindsmi ude of alarmistsalarmistealarmists seems to
arise from the notion that boom
figures are to govern in determining
the cash value this we regard

as worse than burrowingborrowing trouble it
looks more like creating it

assessor poxfox was perfectly right
in asking for instructions from the
county court and endeavoring t
get that body to assume a portion of
thetb responsibility arising from borsomee
of the provisions of the newcew law
but in estimating the change in
real estate values be baystsay K 11 under
this law saltbait lake county will
reach this year in valuation totnot
lessleas than sixty million dollars in its
inflated condition and be goes
on to calculate what the volume of
the taxes will hebe on iibishis basis and
makes it reach considerable more
than twice the revenue of last year
under the old law of 12 mills on the
dollar in this we think he tois

greatly mistaken the mistake oc-
curscu ra I1inn the phphraserase I1 in Usits inflated
condition now the law does not
saymy that property shall be assess-
ed at itsife cash value in itsite inflated
condition f the question will bfbe
asked what then is the ruleride as to
estimating ilabethe vashrash value it is
given very plainly in law itself
sectionI1 I1 13 sayssay8

the lermscerms value andabid fair cash
value mean the amount at which the
property wouldw on d be taken in payment
of a just debt due from a solvent
debtor

this does not look much like re-
quiring property to hebe assessed at

boom figures or the temporary
value in its inflated condition J

nobody believes that the balloon
prices of real estate are anything
more than a temporary 1 inflated
condition nobody in his sober
senses expects assessors in places
where this altitude has been
reached to put his assessment fig-
ures upon all realbetl estate at a similar
altitude rhephe conscientious assessor
will seekgeek to carry out the provisions
of the law as they affect his official
duties and will be governed by the
definition odtheof the law as to the terms

valueIvaluollandnd fair cash value 11 in-
stead of by any speculative or spurt
prices

all the figures in the assessorsAssessorlb
estimate seem to be formed otaon this

inflated basis AsAR to the penalties
imposed by the law for non per
firmanceformance of duty they are all predi-
cated on wilful failure or negneglectleck
and wilful wrong doing as to mat-
ters 1 known to the assessor 11 the
objects evi bently are to make taxa-
tion uniform which it ought toto be
ardand to protect all classes of tax-
payers from discrimination and in-
equality and to subject property to
taxation which has heretofore es-
caped paying its just tribute to the
public revenue

there may be some things in the
law which seem severe and one or
two points of doubtful validity butaut
in the main it almsaims at justice and
equality before the law and I1is not
designed to be oppressive it reduces
the rate of maximum general maxstaxa-
tion to eight mills and in requiring
property to be rated at itsito duhcash value
does no more than provide for the
enforcement of former provisions and
make a living law of what waswag a
dead letter instead of pretending
that fifty per cent or even

per cent of the selling price un-
der the hammer is ita fair cash
aaion of a piece of property ff it
makes the term cash value mean
what it says and provides for a
strict enforcement of its provislops

if assessors are reasonable and
equitable as we have every reason
to believebelleve they will be and seek to
carry out the law recordingaccording to its
spirit and meaning and definitions
instead of being influenced by boom
notions and wild speculations we do
not believe the diffiedifferencerence in taxataxa-
tion will be anything alarming
that the assessors or their sureties
will be in any danger or that the
troubles anticipated will prove of
anythingguy thing like the magnitude which
in many peoplespeopled eyes they have
suddenly assumed

THE ubiquitous REPORTER

THIN new york globe commentscom mente
thus regarding the discovery of a
newspaper reporter in the room as-
signed to the jury in the flack
case

whatever the paper with which
themanthe man was connected may aay no
man who knows anything about the
inside management I1itA newspaperazatdr offi-
ces will for a mommomenti believe that anany
man will subject himself to such risks
without orders it is alwaaiwass a very
convenient thing for a newspaper
when one of its reporters is caught in
a dirty job like this to disavow him
andnd his acts and yet this is done with
complete knowledge on part orof
experienced menan that such a disa-
vowal waxwad only thought of when the
offending representativerepresent alivo had been
found out it is much to be re-
grettedgret ted not only for the honor
of the liw but for that of the
newspaper profession that the judge
could not find some warrant to send
the reporter in question to jailbat at once
for contempt of court while this
would not have reached the real
wrong doordoer yet it would have been a
most useful example not only to men
thinking of such schemes for the
future but to the men who assign
them and to the others who are
helped by means so disreputable
this is another of thos instancesinstance in
which the whole professionwinn suffers
for the offense of one of its representa-
tives it is of course unjust bitbat
there are so many caes similarmilar to it
that the public is likely in the end to
reach the conclusion that there are no
papers whose editors and oltycity editors
will not upon occasion resort to such
methods

A SHOW OF OPENNESS

ON april let the city council
found itself in an awkward situa-
tion A motion was put and carried
that the council go into executive
session and the mayor made the
announcement the room was
cleared of spectatorsspectatorsandand reporters
when it occurred to certain mem-
bers that a good opportunity was
presented to make a show of open
newness in the transaction of city bustbusi
ness by filling city offices in open
instead of secret session

A member raised the point that
secret sessions were unlawful and
8S A merritt eab the city at
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