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since to this stand I1 have
been reminded of a certain passage
contained hithein the book of mormon
commencing enon page igi which

E will read
itnow as soon as ammon hadbad

read tho recrecordord abethe king inquired
of himbim to know if he could inter
pret languages and ammonarnmon told
bimhimm that he could not and the
king saidbaid unto hini being grieved
for the afflictions of my people I1
caueau aad that forty and three of my
people should take a journey into
the wildwildernessernes 4 that thereby theythey
might find the land of Zarahwarahemlaemia
thathat we might appeal unto ouroui

brethren to deliver us out of bond
age and they werewehe jostlost in the wil-
derness many days yet herheythey were
diligent andanti found not the land of
Zarah emla but returned to thithis
land bavinghaving traveled in a land
among maipatypy waters having dis-
covered a jandund which was covered
with the bones of men and of
beasts ac and was also covered
with ruins of buildings of every
kind havhavingin g discovered a land
which badhad bebeen d fuai B iceotoV1 wem as numerous as the
hosts of israel and for a testimo-
ny thathat the things that they have
said are truetruo they have brought
twenty four plates which are filled
with engravings and they aleaieare of
puregold andana behold alsoaisoalloi they
navehave brought breast plate which
are large and they are of brass and
of copper and are perfectly sound
andnnd aagainainaln they have brought
swordswor tthee hilts thereof have per
ishlabasbededd anand the blades thereof were
ccankeredakere witwith rust and there iaIs no
one 1in the land that iaIs able to in-
terprett p the language or the engrav
I1ingsn1 that are on the plates theref-
orer0te I1 unto thee caust thou
translate and I1 say unto thee
again thou of any one
that can translate for I1 am de-
sirous that theae records should be
translated into our language for
perhaps they will ggiveI1 ve us a know-
ledge of the remnant of the people
who have been destroyed from
whence these records came or per
haps they will give uaus a knowledge
of this very people who have been
destroyed and I1 am desirous to
know the cause of their destruction

1itowclowI ow ammon said unto him I1
can assuredly tell thee 0 king of
a man that can translate the records
edrheor he has wherewith hebe can look
and translate all records that are of
ancient date and it Is from
god and the things arearo called in-
terpretersterterpprefersrefersreters and no man cancaa look in
them except he be commanded
lesttest he should look for that he ought
not and he should perish and
whosoever is commanded to look in
them the same is called seer anuand
behold the king of the people who
isia in the land of zarahZarabemlaemia is the
man who is commanded to do0 these
things and who has the high gift
from gudgod and the king saidsald that
2a beerseer taIs greater than a prophet
and ammon said that a seer is a
revelatr and a prophet also and a
giftift which Is grealergreater can no man
have except he possess the
power ofordof god which no man canpan
yet a man may have great power
given him from god but a
can know of things which

passed and also of things which
aream to come and by them shall all
things babe revealed or rather shall
secret things be made manifestt and
hidden things shall come to itlight
and things which are not known
shall bobe made known by them and
also things shall be made known by
them which otherwise could not be
known thus god has provided a
means that manmab through falta
Mmightight work mighty miracles there-
fore hebe bebecomecometh of great benefit to
his fellow beings

and now when ammon had
made an end of speaking these
wordwords the king rejoiced exceedexceeding-
ly

I1 dg
and gave thanks to gojgod saying

doubtless a great mystery is ceucau
tamed within these plates and
these interpreters are doubtless pie
pared for unfolding all sueheuch mys
teries to the children of men 0
how marvellousmarcellousmarvellous are the works of
the lord and how Along doth he
suffer with his people yea andsuit
how blind and impenetrable alqare the
understandings of the ohchildrenildrenlidren of
men for they will not seekpeek wisdom
neither do they desire that she
should rule over them yea they
are aaas a wild flock which fleeth
from the shepherds and scattereth
and are driven and devouredare by
the beasts of the forest

the instructions that are im-
parted here which I1 have jus treadbread
are of importance to the cbchildrenlidrenIldreD
of men we are here taught about
a very great and precious and high
aftift that comes from god the gift
of being a seer a revelator a pro-
phet and inspiredd man not only
to10 receive revelation from god but
to interpret nevorevorevelationslations given to
other prophets who lived in times
riorieriemoretorefore lbringing to light knowledgknowledgego
lidiidand intelligence and wisdom and
the dealings of god with the hu-
man family among more ancient
people this giftgilt laIs more fully ex

in the book of mormon
than in the jewish record we
havebuve in the jewish record the bi-
ble some information in relation to
the instrument here called inter-
preter but which iala called in that
record by another bamename namely

and Thum mim
it was a gift that was ederdexercisedea in

hethe days of0 mosesmosea among the hhouseuue
at lwilAilaiadaA I1 lk wtmet Vw elvtv ay
given to aaron lleilelieme brother of
broses who was appointed the chief
priest over all the tribes of israel
fhe lord bawsaw proper to give him
instructions inlit relation to the du-
ties of his office and calling howbow
hebe should be clad what kind of
priestly garments he should wear
what he should perform in admin-
istering certain ordinaordinances and how
behe should perform them and also
gave unto him some instruction in
regard to the breastplatebreast plate that was
called the breastplatebreast plate of judgment
the reason of this was that aaron
was appointed to be a judge among
the children of israel occupying a
similar place among that people
that the president of the bishopric
occupies in church but behe
was blessed above those who hhaveave
been ordained to the same calling
in this dispensation for he was in
possession of the arim and thum
mimimim and by virtue of this instru-
ment hebe could inquire of the lord
in relation to that should
be brought before him for
llenlien the judgment ofof maninan is
naturally very weak and imperfect
and inasmuch as aaron was re-
quired to judge the people of god
it was 0off the utmost importance
that all his deeladecladecisionslonstons should be gly
erfeifen in righteousness thatthad there
should be no imperfections connect-
ed with them and for that reareason8on
the lordlortt gave express instructioninstructions
to Aaron through his brother mosesmosea
totor have a breastplatebreast plate in thithit
breastplatebreast plate were twelvetwelve stones
representing the twelve tribes of
israel and in the centre of these
rows of stones the beim and thum
mim was placed and when be wa
required to render judgment upon
any matter he inquired of tbtherthee
lord throughtigh it and was enabled
to give decisions according to thethi
word of the lord

we have other accounts given lyli-
the bible concerning the exerexercisecisecist
of this same giftkift david wawal
blessed wiwl h this gifts and ahei
saul was pursuing him from place
to place seekingseeding hisnil life he would
inquire of the lord by means of a
bl aillar instrument and receive

revelations the nature of hishia in-
quiries was would saul go to such
a city seeking him would the peo-
ple ofor such a pity deliver him into
handehandi and thethoth lordeLord would answer
him and he of course would govern
himself accordingly this gift
seems to have been of frequent oc-
currencecurrenceeuce among the israelites in
their several generations down to
a few centuries coming
of cwt then it seems that is-
rael so far transgressed the law of
heaven and so tarfar strayed from the
lord that the and thum
mim was taken from their midst
as you will find mentioned by one
of the prophets inthe jewish bible
it was taken from them abdand they
were

i
to abide many days without

this I1instrument alsoaiso without a akingking
and without sacrifices and evenou
ally the ordinances of god were tot0
be taken from them in other
wordswards they were to be left with-
out revelators without
without an inspired king to rule
over them all of which has been
fulfilled for many centuries in the
dispersion of the descendants otof
jacob from their land of promise
among thetho nations whithersoever
they are driven withoutwitheuf having
any king they do notnolt ofneroffer baeri
fleesnicea as anciently they have no
priest with the breastplatebreast plate of Jjudg-
ment and and
to inquire of the lord

it seems that the lord manifest-
ed himself to the people of this
great western continent ina simi-
lar manner here bthe raised bpup
prophetsaiusaluid fiere they were in pos-
session of an instrument although
not called strictly by the same
name yet aann instrument evidently
descgdesigneded bbyy the almighty as a me-
dium of communication to his peo-
ple king moslahmosiah who lived some
time after the israelites came tcto
the american continent some few
centuries before the fratfirst coming otof
christ he had this great gift am
monsmon a servant of god who ex-
plained this gift to king limhi
tells us the nature of the gift he
informs up that moslahmosiah had where-
with he could look and interpret
writing and engraving of ancient
date it seems that forty three of
the people of I1ongking L ahl had been
atilwnatita trotlae kingdom where thetheyy
resided which was down at or
near equadorJE inn south america
to search the land which they hadbad
lettsomeleft some two or three generations
before and they lost their way in
the wilderness andanci failed to find
ZarahZarahemiaemlaemia the landfand they were seek-
ing which was in the northernnorthernbern
part of bouth america they pass-
ed by the land through a wilder-
ness country and it appears that
they went into north america
they found all the land which
they explored covered with ruins
of buildings and cities and thethey
found the bones of men and ani-
mals and among other things they
found 24 plates which were of pure
gold on which were engravings
which they brought among other
thingsto king limhi he at that
timewasa a righteous manas well as
most of his people and they were
exceedingly anxious to know the
interpretations of the engravings
believing that they would give
some account of the people who
bad occupied the country where
they were found they wanted to
know what hadbad become of so great
a people for evidently it appeared
to them they hadbad been very nnumer-
ous

u mer
and it was for this purpose

that ammon was questioned am
mon waawag a man that had been benipeni
up in the meantime fromfront the north
ernera portions of south america
called ZarahZarahemiaemlaemia and hebe ihlh formed
king bimbi that the king of zarazira
herniabemia had this high gift from god i
that hebe was a seerbeer and could bbj
using the interpreters interpret an-
cient languages hence the rejoin
ing of the king because there wawat
i man who could give them the in
formation they were eoso audious tg
tindand out

afterwards we have a history liit
the book of mormon of the peo-
ple of king having beedbeen
rivendriven out by some of the wicked
portions of the people he came
tototthehelandbelandland of Zirahemla taking
with his colony

i these twenty foul
plates and aasking king mosiahmoslah to
translate them into the
languagean guage he did so80 and who
gavesave an account of a people they

camecanoe from the towertowo of babel at 1

the time of the conconrruslon of
tongues that they landedjanded upon 4

this north country called north
americaamerida and thetheyy dwelt here some
sixteen or sevsovseventeenelteen centuries and t

they were part of cheththe timelie wrighta right
bous people and a part ofor thetiie timelime
wicked and many prophets ex-
isted amongamour this ancient colody
and they kept their records somocome
upon metallic plates and others up
on other materialsm there waswaa a
prophet at the time of the dedestruc-
tion of this first colony whose name
waswab ether he wrote an abridg-
ment odtheof the Jared ites alaoalso ahall ac-
count of their coming to thisthia land
from the tower of bibebabe he wrote
also concerning the creation of tbthethoe
world and the doings of theth lord
from the begberbeginning down to the
buibutbuilding1 ding of thetho greabgreatgret tower this
short account was given on these
twenty four plates and there is
also given

1
in the book of mormon

by moronmoronil the man whowilo hidbid up
the plates from which the book asWAB
translated a very shortabort sketch of
the history of this first colony that
came from the tower under
the name of the book of etherand in thisthia book of ether we nindfind
that they bad some thirty kings
from the time they left babel and

t

that they were kinnallyfinnally destroyed
because of greatgrent wickedness to ful-
fill a prophecy and decree which
the lord made when he was bring-
ing them forth to this land the
decree was that if they or their de

should fall into wicked
ness and become fully ripenediniu
iniquity that the lord would utter
ly lestroydestroy them and bring forth
another people to possess the landilandlland
in their stead accordingly theaethee

1 twenty four plates mentions their
overthrow how they were destroy
ed aisealae somebome mention iaIs made of
their most eminent prophets addand
Mmuchuch Instructinstructiontoufou i given in regard
to the coming to this land of thisthib
first colony howbow they were brought
herebyhere by the lord from the tower
andhorand how in passing through the
valley called nimrod the lord
himself went before their camp in
a teaching them and in-
structingting and leading them the
samebame aaas hebe afterwards led the
children of israel and hebe brought
them to great waters where they
were commanded of him to build
vessels which they did eight in
numberbumber by which under the par-
ticular care of the almighty ththeyey
were brought across the great pa-
cificcivics as we now term it taking
them three hundred and forty four
days and finally they landed upon
the western coast of north ameri-
ca aaas near as we can determine
from this bookboob in mexico fouth of
the gulfgal of california and that
when the brother of jared wabwaswascomcom
ang to this landfaud the lord gave him
some very remarkable visions and
among other things he gave himhiru
the and Thum mim prepared
two crystal stones in two rims of a
bow and sanctified them and
showed to the brother of jared
many marvmarvellousmarvelellouslousloua things somebome of
which I1 will read for the instruc-
tion of those who have not per-
haps given their attention to theeo
matteismatters

I1 willwilI1 read first how the lord
lighted up the eight vessels in
which the colony from the tower
came i

howhowbeitbeltbeit yeyo cannot crosscrops thiathirthi P
great deep saveeave I1 prepare you
against the waves of the sea and
the winds which have gorlegone fuith
and the floodshoods which shall come
rheFhewherefore what willyewill ye that I1 shall
prepare for you that aee may have
light when a swallowedare up in
the depths of the fietaset 111 1

i

their barges were so constructedconstruct d
that they could dive under the
waves aoandaudd be brought up again
and thus they were driven by the
force of the winds for dayodayi

and it came to pass that the
brother of saiedsated nowww the number
of the vessels which had been pre
pared was eight went forth unto
the mount which they called the
mount Sheilnilini because of its piex-
ceeding height and did moulten
out of a rookrocks sixteen small ps bep
and they were white ad clear
even aaaft transparent glass anandd hobe
did convey them in his handsbands up
on the top of the mount and oleddied
again unto the lord payingsaying 0 lord
thou hast said that we must be en


