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PRICE OF GOLD.

‘Correeted daily by DESERET NATIONAT,
IBANK.
SALT LAKE Crrvy, Mareh 11, 1877.

Buying ot §1.614; Selling at §1.0L

CHICAGO TRADE.

—_— e ———

NN HORSE HALL CONPANY

: ’
W. F. ENSICN, IAgt.,

'St&r Horse INails,

Ashland Ave., near 22d Street, Chicago.
Our nails are made from best Nor-
way lron, and are Pointed, Fini-h«
ed and Blued, ready to Drive,

Send for sample card. - w10

EETABLISHED 1839.

Jas. S, Kirk & Co..| ELDER

MAKERS OF

STATNNDARD AND RELIABLE

BRANDS OF

SO AP ES

CHICAGO.

w 16

ESTABLISHED 1850, B

PALMER PULLER & €0,

Wholezale Manufacturers of

Sash, Doors, Blinds, Mouldings,

STAIRS, STATR RAILING. BA
TERS and NEWEL PGET:!.L s

Dealers in

Lumber, Lath and Shingles.

Having doubled our faciliues by building
Oour new works, we Xkeep constantly on
hand the largest stock of every description
of BUILDING MATERIAL there 18 in the
cOouairy. :

&%~ Estimates, Price [ists and Moulding
Books gent on application,

Corner West 23d and Union Sts.

Chica=o, |Il-

“Our Goods are keptim full line by the
Ei}:::;:l'gnh Lumber dealers in Salt mﬂl:u
X w |

[

~ NEW YORK TRADE.

BRINCKEROEE. TURNER & To.

Manufacturers of

COTTON SAIL DUGK

A ll widths of Cotten Canvass, Ravens
Stripes, Bags, Twine, Colored Ducks
for Uveralls, Bunting, Ete.

Vo, 109 DUANE STREET,
E. A. Brinckerhoff, }NEW YORK.

J. Spencer Turner,
¥ These goods can be obtained at Z. C.
M.T. w 13

BAY STATE SHOE

IT;oather Comm’y

MANUFACTURERS OF
Boots, 8hoes and PBrogans,

Of all styles and grades, in Standard Screw,
Cable Wire, Riveted, Pegged and Sewed

We make the Standard Screw Fast-
ening a Specialty, and Warrant it to

Never Rip, making it especiall a
ted for the Dry, Alkall Climate of {Tt:.g. A

¥ Our goods can be obtained at Z. C.
M.1. wl3

 IMPORTANT NOTIGE !
Readers aud Heads of Familias

4 VUT out this notice and send it to the

Graoefenberg Com 56 Reate St.
N. Y., tog2ther with m{&?-ﬂ?l eﬁuu:

and you will receive by return mail, post-

age paid, a copy of their valuab i
m&nﬂ'iil I;uak, entit'ed B S—

The Graefenberg
MANUAL OF HEALTH.

It contains 8360 pages, handsomely print-
ed on fine paper, and is written in language
plainly understood by every oue.

' FOR SOAP MAKING,

Use the old Reliable
Saponifielk

Or Concentrated LYE.

Diirections for using it accompany each
package. AskfoeritatZ. C. M. [, gnd all
tranch stores, ' w 16
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THE DESERET NEWS, WEEKLY.
Onn:?n;{%, :::;:} rﬁg.:-, wi‘t‘hpol:?n, ﬂiﬁ
THE DESERET NEWS: SEMI-WEEKLY.
One copy, one year, with postage, $ 25

(el mongh,' 11 o 218

~|THE DESERET EVENING NEWS.

mu‘mr. one Iﬁh with

postage, $10 50
¢ six months, b b ui 26
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6 three - - 2 66
' TERMS IN ADVANCE.
GRORGE Q. CANNON,
BRIGHAM YOUNG,
 Editors and Publish rs.

DISCOURSE

PREACHED BY

ORSON PRATT

In the 12th Ward Meeting house,
on Sunday Afilernoon,
Dec. 9th, 1877.

BY GEORGE F., GIEES,

Bince comiug to this stand I have
been reminded of a certain passage
contained in the Book of Mormon

~ | (commencing: en page 161), which

{ will read.

“Now, as soon a8 Ammon bad
read the record, the king inquired

| of him to knew if he could inter

pret languages, and Ammon told
bim that he could not, And the
king said unto him, being grieved
for the afflictions of my people, 1
caused that forty and three of my
people should take a journey into
the wilderness, that thereby they
might find the land of Zarahemla,
that we might appeal unto ou:
brethren to deliver us out of bond
age; and they were lost in the wil-
derness many days, yet they were
diligent, and found ot the land of
Zarahemla, but returned to this
land, baving traveled in a land
amoug many waters; having dis-
covered a land which was covered
with the bones of men, and of
beasts, &c., and was also covered
with ruins of buildings of every
Kind; having discovered a land

which had been peopled with a peo-
P& Whno were as numerous as the

nosts of Israel. And for a testimo-
ny that the thiogs that they have
said are true, they have brought
twenty-four plates, which are filled
with engravings, and they are of
puregold. And, behold, also, they
have brought breast plates, which
are large, and they are of brass and
of copper, and are perfectly sound.
And again, they have brought
awords, the i:lilta thereof have per-
ished, and the blades thereof were
cankered with rust; and there is no
one in the land that is able to in-
terpret the Janguage, or the engrav-
ings that are on the plates. There-
fore I said unto thee, canst thou
translate? And I say unto thee
again, knowest theu of any one
that can translate? Forl am de-
sirous that these recerds should be
translated into our language; for,
perhaps, they will give us a know-
ledge of the remnant of the people,
who have been destroyed, from
whence these records came; or, per-
haps, they willgive us a knowledge
of this very people who have been
destroyed; and I am .desirous to
know the cause of their destruction.

“Now Ammon said unto him, I
can assuredly tell thee, O king, of
a man that can translate the records;
for he bas wherewith he can look
and translate all records that are of
ancient date; and it is a gift from
(God. And the things are called in-
terprefers and no man e¢an look in
them, except he be commanded,
lest he sheuld look for that he ought
not, anmd he should perish. And
whosoever is commanded to look in
them, the same is called seer. Ana
behold, the king of the people who
is in the lind of Zarahemla, is the
man who is commanded to do these
things, and who has the high gift
from God. And the king said that
a seer is greater than a prophet.
And Ammmon said that a seer is a
revelator and a prophet also; and a
Zift which is greaier can no man
have, except he should possess the
power of God, which no man cabp;
yet a man may have great power
given him from God. But a seer

can know of things which have |gimilar instrument, and receive

passed, and also of things which
are to come, and by them shall all
things be revealed, or, rather, shall
secret things be made manifest, and
hidden things shall come to light,
and things whiech are not known
shall be made known by them; and
also things shall be made known b
them which otherwise could not be
Enown. Thus God has provided a
means that mas, through faith,
might work mighty miracles; there-
fore he becometh of great benefit to
his fellow-beings. -

“And now, when Ammon had
made an end of speaking these
words, the king rejoiced exceeding-
ly, and gave thanks to Gol, saying,
doubtless a great mystery is ceu-
tained within these plates, and
these interpreters are doubtless pre-
pared for unfolding all such mys- |
teries to the children of men. O
how marvellous are the works of
the Lord, and how long doth he
suffer with his people; yea, and
how blind and impenetrable are the

Yy | seems to have been of f

understandings of the ehildren of
men, for they will not seek wisdom,
neither do they desire that she
should rule over them. Yea, they
are a8 a wild flock which fleeth
from the shepherds, and scattereth,
and are driven, and aredevoured by
the beasts of the foreat.”

The 1instructions that are im-l
parted here, which I have just read,
are of importance to the children
of men.
a very great, and precious, and high
zift that comes from God—the gift
of being a seer, a revelator, a pro-
phet, and inspircd man. Not only
.0 receive revelation from God, but

| fices as anciently; they

We are here taught about |
|ed himself to the

to interpret revelations given to
other prophets who lived in times
oefore,'bringing to light knowledge
and intelligence, and wisdom, an
the dealings of God with the hu-
wan family, among more ancient
pecvple. This gift is more fully ex-
plaived in the Book of Mormon
than in the Jewish record. We
have in the Jewish record, the Bi-
ble, some information in relation to
the instrument here called inter-
preter, but which is called in that
record by another mame, namely,
Urim and Thummim.

It was a gift that was exercised in

the days of Moses, among the house
of Laraely it wes = gilv specially

given te Aaron, the brother of
Moses, who was appointed the chief
priest over all the tribes of Israel.
Che Lord saw proper togive him
instruections in relation to the du-
ties of his office and ecalling, how
he should be clad—what kind of
priestly garments he should wear,
what he should perform in admin-
istering certain ordinanees and how
he should perform them; and also
gave unto him some instruction in
regard to the breast-plate, that was
called the breast-plate of j udgment.
The reason of this was, that Aaron
was appointed to be a judge among
the children of Israel, eccupying a
similar place among that peeple
that the president of the bishoprie
occupies in this ehurch. But he
was blessed above those who have
been ordained to the same calling
in this dispensation, for he was in
possession of the Urim and Thum-
mim, and by virtue of this instru-
ment he eould inquire of the Lord
in relation to every case thatshould
be brought before him for adjudica-
tien. The judgment of man is
naturally very weak and imperfect,
and inasmuch as Aaron was re-
quired to judge the people of God,
it was of the utmost importance
that all his deelsions should be giv
el in righteousness, that there
should be no imperfections connect-
ed with them, and for that reason
the Lord gave express instructions
to Aaron,through his brother Moses,
to bave a breast-plate. 1In this
breast-plate were twelve stones,
representing the Twelve Tribes of
[srael, and in the centre of these
rows of stones the Urim and Thum-
mim was placed, and when be wa-
required to render judgment upon
any matter, he 'inquired of the
Lord through it, and was enabled

to give decisions according to the |

word of the Lord.

We have other accounts given ic
the Bible concerning the exercise
of this same gift. David wa
blessed wi h this gifl, and when
Saul was pursuing him from place
to place, reeking his life, he wonld
inquire of the Liord, by means of s

revelations. The nature of his in-
quiries was— Would Saul go to such
a eity seeking him? Would the peo-
ple of such a city deliver him ianto
hands? and the. Liord would answer
him, and he of course would govern
himself accordingly. This gift
uent oc-
currence among the Israelites in
their several generations, down to
a few centuries before the coming
of Chgist. Then it seems that Is-
rael so far transgressed the law of
heaven, and so far strayed from the
Liord that the Urim and Thum-
mim was taken from their midst,
as you will ind mentioned by one
of the prophets inthe Jewish Bible;
it was taken from them, and they
were to abide many days ‘without
this instrument, also withoutaking
and without sacrifices, and eventu

ally the ordinances of God were to
be taken from them.
werds they were to be left with-
out revelators, without prophets,
without an iospired king to rule
over them; all of which has been
fulfilled for many centuries in the
dispersion of the descendants of
Jacob from their land of promise
among the nations whithersoever
they are driven, witheut having
any king; they do not offer sacri
have no
priest with the breast-plate of judg-
ment, and Urim and Thummim
to inquire of the Lord.

It seems that the IL.ord manifest-
people of this
great Western continent in-a simi-
lar manner., Here he raised up
prophets,and -here they, were in pos-
session of an instrument, although
not called strictly by the same
name, yet an instrument evidently
designed by the Almighty as a me-
dium of communication to his peo-
ple.

the American continent, some few
centuries before the first coming of
Cbrist, he had this great gift. Am-
mon, a servart of God, who ex-
plained this gift to King Limbhi,
tells us the nature of the gift. He
informs up that Mosiah had where-
with he c¢ould look and interpret
writing and engraving of ancient
date. It seems that forty-three of

to searc
left some two or three
before; and they lost their way in
the wilderness; and failed to find
Zarahemls the land they were seek-
ing, which was in the morthern
part of “outh America. They pass-
ed by the Jand through a wilder-
ness coantry, and it appears that
they went into North America,
They found all the land which
they explored, covered with ruins
of buildings and cities; and they
found the bones of men and ani-
mals, and among other things they
found 24 plates which were of pure
gold, on which were engravings,
which they brought, among other
things,to King Limhi. He at that
time was a righteous man,as well as
most of his people, and they were
exceedingly anxious to know the
interpretations of the engravings,
believing that they would give
some account of the people who
bad occupied the c untry where
they were found. They wanted to
know what had become of so great
a people, for evidently it appearec
to them tkey had Leen very numer-
ous. And it was for this purpose
that Ammon was questioned. Am

mon was & man that had been sen:
ap in the meantime from the north

ern portions of South Ameriea,
called Zarahemla; and he ihformed
Kiog Limhi that the king of Zara-
nemla had this high gift from God,
that he was a seer, and could by
asing the interpreters interpret an-
cient languages. Hence the rejoic-
ing of the king, because there was
4 man who could give them the in

formation they were g0 auxious to
find out.

Afterwards we have a history ir
the Book of Mermon, of the peo-
ple of King Limhi having been
driven out by some of the wicked
portions of the people. He came
to the land of Zarahemla, taking.
with his eolony ,these twenty-fou
plates and asking King Mosiah to
‘ranslate them into the Nephite
anguage, He did so; and who
Zave an a~count of a people they

King Mosiah who lived some
time after the Israelites came to

the people of King Limhi had been
sent from the Kingdom where they

resided, which was down at, or
near Equador, in SBouth America,
the lJand which they had

enerations

-

cawe from the tower of Babel, at
the time of thbe conrusion of
tongues; that they landed vpon
this north country, e¢alled North
America,aud they dwelt here some
sixteen or seventeen centuries, and
they were part of the time a right-
eous people, and a part of the time
wicked. And many prophets ex-
isted among this ancient colony,
and they kept their records, some
upon metallic plates and others up-
on other materials. There was a
prophet at the time of the destruc-
tion of this first celony whose name
was Ether, He wrote an abridg-
ment of the Jaredites, also an ac-
connt of their coming to this land
from the Tower of Babek he wrote
also concerning the creation of the
world, and the doings of the Lord
from the beginning down to the
buiiding of the great tower, this

In other |short account was given on these

twenty-four plates. And there is
also given in the Book of Mormon,
by Moropi, the man who hid up
the plates from which the book was
translated, a very short sketeb of
the history of this first colony thut
came from the tower, under
the name of the Book of Ether.
And in this Book of Ether we find
that they bad some thirty kings
from the time they left Babel, and
that they were finnally destroyed
vecause of great wickedness, to ful-
fill a prophecy and decree which
the Lerd made when he was bring-
ing them forth to this land. The
decree was that if they or their de-
scendents should fall into wicked-
ness and become fully ripened in
iniquity that the Lord would utter-
ly destroy them, and bring forth
another people to possess the land
in their stead. Accordingly these
twenty-four plates mentions their
overthrow, how they were destroy-
ed; alse some mention is made of
their most eminent prophets, and
much ipstruction js given in regard
to the coming to this land of this
first colony, how they were brought
here by the Lord from the tower,"
and how, in passing through the
valley called Nimrod, the Lord
himself went before their camp in
a c¢loud, teaching them and in-
structing, and leading them, the
same a8 he afterwards Jed the
children of Israel. And he brought
them to great waters, where they
were commanded of him to build
vesgels, which they did, eight in
number, by which, under the par-
ticular care of the Almighty, they
were brought across the great Pa-
cific, a8 we now term it, taking

them three hundred affd forty-four
days, and finally they landed upon
the western coast of North Amerl-
Ca, &8 near as we can determine
from this beok, in Mexico, south of
the Gulf of California. And that
when the brother of Jared was com-
ing to this land the Lord gave him
some very remarkable visions, and,
among other things he gave him
the Urim and Thummim, prepared
two ciystal stones in two rims of a
bow, avd esanctified them, and
showed to the brother of Jared
many marvellous things, some of
which I wiil read, for the instruc-
tion of those who bave not, per-
haps, given their attention to these
malttels,

I will read first how the Lerd
lighted up the eight vessels in
which the colony from the tower
came.

‘‘Howbeit, ye cannot cross this
great deep, save I prepare you
against the waves of the sea, and
the winds which have gone forth,
and the floods which shall come,
I'herefore, what will ye that I shall
prepare for you that ye may bave
light when ye are swallowed up in
the depths of the sea? ”’

Their barges were so eonstrueted
that they c¢ould dive under the
waves and be brought up again,
and thus they were driven by the
force of the winds for 344 daye.

“And it came to pass that the
brother of Jared, (now the vumber
of the vessels which had been pre-
pared was eight,) went forth unto
the mount which they called the
mount Shelim, becaure of its ex-
ceeding helght, and did mculten
out of a rock sixteen small & ones;
and they were white a.d clear,
even as transparent glass; and be
did convey them in his bands up,
on the top of the mount, and cried
again unto the Lord saying, () Liord
thon hast gaid that we must be en-



