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EDITORIALS

“LIBERAL” FINANCIAL TAC-
TICS.

AMONG the minutes of the Third
District Court proceedings on the
10th ult., was the following item:
“People vs, Edward Bird, embezzle-
ment; continued.” Thereby hangs
a tale. This case was set for last

September. The witnesses, who
had to come here from Tooele, were
on hand at the appointed time, but
the case was continued till Febru-
ary. They returned without taking
the precaution to get their certifi-
cates of service from the clerk, so
they get no fees and have to pay
their own traveling expenses. 'IPIfia
is hard upon them, but nobody can
be blamed but themselves for that.
They appeared again yesterday, but
the case was again continued, and
will not come up until April, when
they must take another trip to
town, perhaps to find the case fur-
ther postponed. ‘
We do not wish to find fault with
- this repeated continuance of the
case. There may be reasons not
known fo the public why its consid-
eration should be postponed. More
important trials may be at hand,
and the press of criminal business
may render this continuance neces-
sary. But we are of the opinion that
the people who have to testify in
this case, will not suffer themselves
to be worn out by their uent
journeys. If the attorneys do their
duty, as doubtless they will, the
witnesses will, we think, be prompt-
ly at hand, and will persevere even
unto the end. :
A few explanations of this case
will perhaps be interesting to our
readers. It is one connected with
the ement of affairs in our
sister county, under the administra-
tion of what was boastfully denomi
nated the “Republie of Tooele.” B

ﬁrﬂgﬂ frauds at the polls the “Liber-
als” managed to gain possession of
most of the county offices, and held
control of the county finances for
some time. But by a determined
struggle under wise leadership and
by the aid of the Courts, the great
majority of the peopleregained their
rights, and the People now, once
more, regulate . their own affairs
through their own represe atatives.
The successors .fo the ““Liberal”
regime found that their predecessors
had been true to their party name,
so far as making it comfortable for
themselves was concerned. And
among other very ‘“Liberal” trans-
actions was this: A number of
transitory herds had been brought
upon the grazing grounds of the
county, and had been duly assessed
by the county assessotor his deputy.
Receipts for the amounts e¢ollected
were also given in proper form to
the sum of more than a thous-
and dollars, But strange to say—to
those not familiar with ‘“Liberal”
tactics and the waysof the “Regene-
rators of the Mormons”—none of
these amount or of the names of

the herdsmen who paid them and
obtained their receipts, appeared on
the roll or the reco in any form.

was minus the
sum  total, This is only
one of the many tricks of the
“Liberal” officers of the ‘‘Republic
of Tooele” during their term, in
which they ran the country deeply
in debt and reduced the value of
county scrip from par to nearly nil,
fifteen cents on the dollar being
asked for it in vain in this city on
the collapse of the usurpation.

The county

ﬁtad the waters of thought and
stirred up the public mind to reflec-
tion upon sublime and important

themes., But it is remarkable how

the same things affect different
minds. To the reverent and devo-
tional, the vastness of the creations,
the infinitude of their number, the
orderly process of their develop-
ment, the harmony of their relative
motions, even the decay and death

which are apparently their destiny,
are confirmatory of their faith in an

all-intellige

nt Creator, and demon-

1strate the necessity of His existence

and

controlling omnipotence.
While to the skeptical and unbe-

lieving, the universe, with its won-

ders and evolutions, its s

tages and

gradations, its vast periods of growth
and regular movement to culmina-

— -

tion and retrogression, as described
and calculated by science, calls for

no regulating, governing Mind, but

is the effect of lJaws without a law-
giver, and at the same time its own
great, first cause.

To the Latter-day Saints, every-
thing which science can demon-
strate, and many things which scie

ence deduces from established facts |

and principles, furnish additional
testimoniee to the truth of ideas
which have been obtained by divine
revelation. The theory of the birth
and growth and death of worlds, as
described in the lectures and writ-

ings of advanced astronomers, is in

no sense opposed to the scriptures

when properly understood.
calculation of the immense

f

The
periods
of time alleged to have passed away
from the first stage of the world’s pro-
duction to the next, and to have in-
tervened between one mportant
change and another, does not neces-
sarily confliect with the revelations
of religion, altheugh the former are
not sufficiently definite to rely upon
as settled truth. Geologists as well

as astronomers differ among them- |

selves to the extent of hundreds of
millions of years as to the periods

Y '| necessary to produce given changes,

and there are so many reasous to

in the
that the

believe that the forces and energies
whose action upon matter can now
be determined by experiment, oper-
ated with greatly accelerated power
ages of a globe’s incipiency,
deductions of geological
time-counters are at the best but
vague  and = unsatisfactory. Still,
whatever the periods may have
been which ed from the time of
the glowing to the vaporous stage,
thence to the time when the dry
land appeared, and so on till the time
when the globe was fitted for vege-

table and animal life, even Genesis

i

ed, but between the s
until the “days” are mentioned, no
periods -are named, and they may'l

|

with its brief and enunciatory sen-
tences,does notstate anything which
conflicts with demonstrated scien-
tific truth. Certain facts are declar-
tages described

have been as immense &3 those
claimed by the most daring.

“In the beginning God created the
heavens and theearth.” This goes
back of everything that the astrono-
mer can fathom with the limited

line of reason or discern by the cold
eye of science.’

He declares that

in its first stage, so far as he can

determine, the glé:be was a glowing,

gaseous, revolving body. How it
started he does not pretend to know.
Revelation, ancient and modern,
says that God began the worlds.
How? The creative force which

started the motion of the first germ
of each, in its own time, was faith.

came into order by
faith that was in Him.”

““‘God spake, chaos heard; and worlds
reason of the
That faith
is a spiritual force, a moving, crea-

The receipts to which we have| tive energy. It exists in man, but

luded *were signed by “Edward |is undevelo

Bird” as deputy assessor. This
tleman was also Coun
and deputy County Clerk.
this prosecution for em
Where the money went, there is ne
sign. Who participated in the steal
we do not at present pretend to say.
But the facts are clear that the
money was paid by the herders—
cash, mind, not scrip, nor chips, nor
whetstones—that receipts were
given and signed by the defendant,
and that the funds did not go into
the treasury; neither does any ac-
count of them appear on the county
books. It is an ugly case, and stands
as one of the proofs of the excellent
way in which certsin se-called
¢“Liberals’”” would manage aflairs if
they could only gain control of the
finances of this 'Territory.

- -l Pty
THE WORLDS AND THEIR
CREATION.

THE lectures delivered in this city
by Professor Proctor have done
much good, because they have agi-

| really

i
I

y it is an attribute of

: gen- | the Almighty,who possesses it in all
ty I'reasurer| its fulness and potency. -
"Hence| Can those who have reflected

ment. | enough on the glorious harmony and

ty of the heavenly bodies
believe that this splendid or-
der and correlation, this perfect ad-
iustment as to bulk, distance and
time, this mutual dependence and
benefit needful to establish the
equilibrium and preserve thesafety,
nay the very existence of these
rolling spheres with their products
and inhabitants, are all the results
of blind and unintelligent action,
without design and without a mo-
tive? Ifso, the so-called skeptic is
the most eredulous of mortals. He
is far more believing that the devout
worshipper of the Infinite and Iiter-
nal Gms. For the skeptic believes
that order came of itself out of chaos,
that unthinking forces of immeas-
urable energy subdued themselves
into mutual forbearanceand interde-
pendence, and that intelligence
made itself out of unintelligent mat-
ter! While the rational beleiver,
denying nothing of the processes by

reci

| ance.

which the results of the universe
have begn effected, admitting the
eternity of matter and the gradual
growth and development of worlds
and their products, yet grasps in his
faith and Eigher perceplive powers
the fact of a self-existent, eternal,
intelligent, controlling Being,whose
organizing, designing Mind is evis.
dent in the wonders of boundless
space and the immensity of the
creations, with their incomparable
order, majesty and glory.

When the vaporous stage came,
and ““darkness was upon the face of
the deep,” clouds covering the once
glowing globe from the outside gaze,
no wonder it was pronounced
“without form and void.”” But when
the spirit of God, which is the light
and life of all things, ‘“moved upon
the face of the waters,” form was
given to the mass and light was
evolved through the motion. The
gradations through which the earth
passed as described in Genesis, are no
doubt common to all worlds of the
same order as our globe, and the de-
scription corresponds with the de-
ductions of the best scientists,
leaving out their calculations as to
time. But the ‘‘days’ there spoken
of are not to be considered as the
earth’s diurnal revolutions.
celestial time that is referred to.
The Lord’s ‘“days,” not man’s. Ac-
cording to modern revelation the
Sun and Earth, with other planets,
are governed i)y a Mkigher world,
which, . in its turn, is gov-
erned by others - still higher,
and they by a vast orb which is
nearest to the ' celestial where the
Eternal Father is enthroned

takes one thousand of our years
make a diurnal revolution, By this
time were the iods regulated
called **days,” in Genesis; ‘“One day
with the Lord is as a thousand
years.”’ :

The birth and growth of worlds

proceed according to fixed and eter-)

nal principles. They did not all
spring into being at once, neither
did they come forth by the divine
fiat out of nothing. Creation is or-
ganization. As man was formed
out of dust and it is said he was
“created,” so worlds were formed

1t was|

in |
lory. This great governing planet |8
i & = &b to | in the South Dr.

ries is so small,whether by the grad-
ual system or by the periodic revival
method. Last vear the total in-
¢rease in the number of communi-
canits in the Presbvterian Church
North was only 4,200; and when we
consider that it includes 5,400 indi-
vidual congregations, and shows
that there was less than one addition
to each church, the statement is
posilively appalling. Some statistics
equally startling were ted at
the Congregational council. These;
two denominations are probably no
worse off than the Baptists, Metho-
dists, ete., if the ‘bottom facts’ were
carefully brought out, *  *
The falling off in church attendance
over the land is undeniable. All at-
tem pts to conceal or falsify such facts
are both cowardly and eriminal,
The thing for our churches to .dois
to face them. This terrible ‘dearth’

only do their duty.”

Rev. Dr. Harrison, Congressional
Chaplain, states, in the Wesleyan
Christian Advocate, that in the sev-
en years from 1852 to 1879, in the
‘Middle States the increase has been
27 per cent. less, and in the Border
States 40 per cent. less than the
growth of jopulation. In the latter
States, he says, ““while the popula-
tion increases 100 per cent., the Me-
thodist Episcopal Church increases
only 6 per cent.;” and, taking the
whole northern half of the United
States, there has been, instead of a
relative gain, during this time a
relative decrease of over 11 per cent.
in church membership. A fact
which he thinks “profoundly sug-

estive of waning influence.” But
arrison thinks the
Methodist Church has done better,
and has kept up with the davance of
population; and he gives. some
figures in support of that view. But
Rev. Dr. Fuller, of the Atlanta (Ga)'
Methodist Advocate, denies thig, and
says of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South: '

“It has not doubled the number of
its communicants durin% the last
chirty-five years, though the u-
lation of the country has multiplied
nearly three-fold in that time. %* \
Further and more importanf, the

out of pre-existent, beginningless
matter, and they are said to have
been “created.”” All beings and
worlds viewed in classes, as to their
temporal orgamization, have their
limes and seasons of embryotie, ine
fantile, adolescent and matured life,
and then proceed to decline and
death in their order. But there is
something after death and more
than death, which science cannot |
determine, which no human
thought, unaided by divine illumin-
ation, can grasp, which no telescope
or microscope of earthly make can

penetrate, and which no mortal cal- | sessions during the

culation can determine either as to
its nature, condition or continu-

sion trains; people drive in the coun-
try for pleasure or visit relatives and
friends. Places of business, how-
ever, except those connected with
travel, are generally closed. The
day is not robbed from God and
given to Mammon. The people are
not mercenary enough for that yet.
When [not held sacred it is given
to rest or pleasure.”

It also appears that modern
“Christianity” is not making jthe '
head way in Asiatic countries that is
often represented in glowing mis-
sionary reports. The Boston Chris-
tian Fegister endorses some remarks
of the New York 7imes on the
question, - Why does not Christian-
ity more readily and rapidly fill the
place left vacant by the decay of the
ancient faiths in India, China and
Japan? One reason,says the Zimes,

will end to-morrow if God’s people |18 thats

‘““The practlecal mmrle set by the
followers of Christianity in these
and other countries, of the results
of its truths, has disgusted the in-
telligent Oriental mind. * % *
Then another explanation lies, we
believe, in the very Eﬁint of view of
the missionaries, who endeavor to
convert these races.

_ In place of
seeking to find the nuggets of truth

| scattered through all the detritus of

ancient religions, they have indis-
criminately.classed them all, and all
their teachings, as heathen false-
hoods.. *:  #* %  ‘he natural *

and the politic way would seemtobe ' -
to acknewledge the truths-in these
great and ancient religions, with the
highsst r t and reverence, and
then to show the better way and the

more complete revelation.” 1

A third and no Jess palpable reason
why' these intelligent ¢“pagans

suckled in a creed outworn” do not

embrace Christianity as represented
to them is its “unintelligible dog-
mas,” as-Archbishep Whately calls
ﬂ;lEI[l. ~ - |
- From all this it appears that the
.picdture: drawn hgé?ﬂﬂ enthusiastic
and not over parti apologists for
the orthodox emlﬂsiaﬂtitglo organiza.
tions, are often painted in far too
vivid colors. . !

- - >

i

efforts to gain members since the
war by the abolition of the proba-
tionary system and by the extraor-
dinary pressure brought tobear upon
the multitudes to induce them to
join the church, has brought such
an irreligious element into the com-
munion that damaging reaction is
inevitable.”

Rev. Ray Palmer, D. D., in the
New York /nd ent, asks what
shall be done in view of the' decline
n the churches. |

“Statistics show the number of ac-
past three or four
years to be painfully small. * *

Taking the whole country together
there has been comparatively little

But the spirit of revelation which
“searcheth all things, yea the deep

A SMALL CRUHB OF COMFORT.
It appears that some of the Repub-
licans in the Tdaho Legislature, at-
tempted to do a little towards com-
forting the Governor for the snub
the Assembly gave him on his bit-

| ter and foolish an tii“Mnrmon” mes-

sage. A bill was introduced in the
House by Mr, Onderdonk, of which
the following is the text: . 1

AN AOT FOR THE PREVENTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF POLYGAMY,

Be'it enacted by the Legislative

fruit in the form of ingatheri to

things of God,” can and does unfold | tive Christian earnestness and vig-
these mysteries to those who can |orous spiritual life”

and will receive them, as fast as
they are able to grasp and profit by
them. It is the life essence of all
worlds. It animates the smallest
moving mite and vitalizes the most
minute plant. It glistens in
the scintillating sun and
shines from the face of the
Eternal God. And it will quicken
and enlighten all who submit to the
laws which ]pre re the soul for its
action, and them from truth to
truth, until they can
and upon the infinite manifes-
tations of infinite power, and com-
Prehend even the Majesty on High |
n the fulnessof His glory. '

At another time we will return to
this subject and say something con-
cerning the future of worlds, their
death being thestopping place of the
astronomer’s chain of deductions, as
their glowing condition in their
first appearance to him is the begin-
ning thereof.

- - I
IS MODERN “CHRISTIANITY”
SPREADING?

IT is often represented by the advo-
cates of the various sectarian denom-
inations that they are increasing
wonderfully in number, and the
leading ‘‘orthodox” sects rejoice
greatly over the spread of their soci-
eties. But men who know whereof

they speak tell quitea different story.
For instance, Rev, Dr. Cuyler de-
clares to the very contrary in the
New York Independent, and says:

“The alarming

asp eternity | P
c5 o noticed, with apparent surprise by |

feature in the pre-|riag

results of s
are likely to be swperficial in their
nature and transient in duration.

““Are not ministers and churches
imperatively
fairly in the face the condition of
things in the sphere of spiritual life
among us, as exhibited in these re-
ports of unfruitfulness and want of
rogress which have been so widely

the religious press?”

The revival

ures are thussensibly commented on
by the New York Churchman:

“The exact truth seems to be that
revivals, considered as a working
gsystem by which to multiply con-
versions and recruit the churches.

are more and more distrusted. It is
as if Nature should suddenly start

up to do by enforced operations and
violent methods what she has been
appointed to do through the regular
processes of the seasons, There
must be thousands and thousands
of people who dread these periodic
excitements as there are thousands

more who remember them with
feelings of revulsion.” -

_ The decline of the religious feel-
ing in New England j8 thus com-

mented on by Rev. Dr. Dwinell, in
the Pacific:

“There has been a marked falling
off in the observance of the Sabbath.

The dav is no longer, in many of the
old Puritan strongholds, a day of

quiet and eternal sanctity. Car-

called upon to look |

system and its fail-|

Assembly of the Territory of Idaho

ngs
Christ and few indications of posi- | @8 fo/lows:

- SecTioN 1. Polygamy is hereby

defined to consist in having ‘more

In answer to the question, What | than one wife or husband at one and
shall be done? he remarks that the | the same time, and knowing the for-
ial revival measures | mer wife or husband to be still alive.

If, hereafter, any person or person
being married, do at any timl:, mara-’-
ry any person or persons, the former
wife or husband being still alive and
not divorced by lawfulauthority, the
person or persons so uﬂ'&n(iing,
shall, on conviction thereof, be
punished by a fine not exceeding
five hundred dollars, and be impris-
oned in the territorial prison not
less than one year nor more than
five years, '

Sec. 2. It sh#ll not be necessary
to prove any of the said pnlygamnua
IATT by the register and certi
ficate thereof, or record evidence,
but thgsame may be proved by such
evidence as i8 admissible to prove
a marriage in other cases; and whe-
ther said second or subsequent mar-
riage shall have taken place within .
or without this Territory, cohabita-
tion after such second or subsequent
marriage shall be deemed

iag the com-
| mission of the crime of po .

] Sec. 3. N;u persen by whom po-
gamy or plural ma shall be
ﬂ}l’aimed to%e praeticeda%? believed
in as a religious doctrine shall be al-
Jowed to sit upon a jury on a trial
for polygamy. And the practice of,
or ex l:'»reased belief in, such doctrine
shall be the subject of challenge for
cause on examination of
such trial. _
wec. 4. All acts and parts of acts
inconsistent with this actare hereby
repealed. |
ec. 5. This act shall take effect
and be in force from and after its

passage.

jurors on

es are bustling through the

gent aspect of the evangelical chur-

streets; the railroad whistles shriek;

Of course nothing came of ib

ches is that the number of accesso- multitudes are hurrying to excur-'Section three was enough to co



