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How is 4 military commission organ-
ized? What shall be the number and
rank of its members? What offensecs
come within jts jurisdietion? What 19
its code of procedure? How shall wit-
nesses be compelled to attend it? Is it
erjury for a witness to swear falsely:
%Vlmt. is the function of the Judge-
advocate? Does he tell the members
how they must find, or does he only
persuade them to conwict? Is he the
agent of the Government, to command
them what evidence they shall admit
and whatsentence they shall pronounce;
or does he always carry his point, right
or wrong, by the mere force of eloquence
and ingenuity? What is the nature of
their punishments? May they confiscate
property and levy fines as well as im-
prison and kill? In addition to stran-
ling their victim, may they also deny |
im the last consolations of religion,
"and refuse his family the melancholy
privilege of giving him a decent grave?
Tonone af these questions can the
Attorney-general make a reply, for
there is no law on the subject. He will
not attempt to ‘‘darken counsel by
words without knowledge,”” and, there-
fore, like Job, he can only lay his hand
upon his mouth and keep silence.
The power exercised through these
military commissions is not only un-
regulated by law, but it is incapable of
being so regulated. What is that you
claim, Mr. Attorney? I will give you
a definition, the correctness of which
you will not attempt to gainsay. You
assert the right of the executive Gov-
ernment, without the intervention of
the judiciary, to capture, imprison, and
kill any person to whom that Govern-
ment or its paid dependents may chose
to impute an offense. This, in its very
essence, is despotic and lawful. Itis
never claimed or tolerated except by
those Governments which deny the re-
straints of all law. It has been exer-
cised bﬂthe great and small oppressars
of mankind ever since the days of Nim-
rod. Itoperates in different ways; the
tools it uses are not always the same; it
hides its hideous features under many
disguises; it assumes every varity of
form; s{k
“It can change shapes with Proteus

For advantages, | . L
And set the murderons Machiavel to schoed,

But in all its mutations of outward ap- |

|

ance it is still identicalin principle,

object and origin. It is always the same

eat engine of despotism which Ham-
ton describes it to be. :

Under the old French mﬂnarc,lz th
t

o
favorite fashion /of it was a Iclfed de
chb@ﬂ'ﬁd by bh‘a*ii ,--j.nif his
would consign the party to a loathsome
dungeon until he died, forgotton by all
the world.. An imperial ukaaﬁ will
answer the same purpose in Russia.
The most faithful subject of that amiable
autocracy may lie n in the eveninﬁ
to dream of his future prosperity, an

before daybreak he will find himself
between two dragoons on his way to the
mines of Siberia. In Turkey the verhal
order of the Sultan or any of his Euw I

ful favorites will cause a man to

in castintoghe Bosphorus,
%ré?%tiﬂ;er dﬁ]li iading
pestilent Superstition,’” " | they

a'

called the gospel. He heardtheirdefense
in person, and sent them to the cross.
Afterwards he tried Lge whole Chrigt-
ian church in one body on a charge; of
setting fire to the city, andhe convicted
them, though he knew not only that

they were innocent, but that he himself |

o |

had commitied the crime. The ju
ment was followed by instant executi
he let lodse the Prwtorian guards upon
,mén, women, and .fﬁliilﬁ'bg , 1o dvdwn,
, and burn’ them.: Herod saw
fit, for good political reasons, closely
affecting the permanence of his ri%.*
in Judea, to punish certain possible

traitors in Betblehem by anticipation.

This required the death of all the e¢hild- |

ren in that city under two years of age.
He issued his ‘‘general order;’” and his
provost marshal carried it out with so"
much alacrity and zeal that in one day
the whole land was filled with mourn-
ing and lamentation. _
acbeth understood the whole phil-

080 th ect, He wasapunlinii<
teﬂﬁr?l,mﬁfc};wgis gnggr to ;Iillhish for

any offense or for no offense at all was
uﬂruad as that which the Attorne
General claims for himself and his

brot cers under the Unit tes,
But he more caubions howhe used
itt He had a dangerous rival, from

whom be apprehended the most serious
ril to the ‘'life of his government.”’
he necessity to get rid of him was
plain enough, but he could not afford to
shock the mlr:rral sense of the world by |
leading political necessity foramur-
er. He must | I?r
“Mask the business from the common eye.”
Accordingly he sent for two enterpris-
ing gentlemen, whom he took into his

[
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 own Judge-advocate.

"of all possible ways.

their assistance;”” and got them fo deal
with the accused party. He acted as his
He made a most
eloquent and stirring speech to persuade
his agents that Banquo was their op-
pressor, and had *“held them so under
fortune:”’ that he ought to die for that
alone. When they agreed that he was
their enemy, then said the King:

“So is he mine, and though I could

With barefaced power sweep him from my sight,
And bid my will avouch it; vet I must not,

For certain friends, who are both his and mine,
Whose loves I may not drop.

For these, ‘and *‘many weighty reas-
ons’’ besides, he thought it best to com-
mit the execution of his design to asub-
ordinate agency. Thecommission thus
organized in Banquo's case sat upon
him that very night at a convenient.

Jace beside the road where it was

nown he would be traveling; and they
did precisely what tle Attorney-general
says the military officers may do in this
country—they took and Killed him, be-
cause their employer at the head of the
governmenf wanted it done, and paid
them for doing it out of the public
treasury. -

But of all the persons that ever wield-
¢d this kind of power, the one who went
most directly to the purpose and object
of it was Lola Montez. She reduced it
to the elementary principle, In 1848,
when she was minister and mistress to
the King of Bavaria, she dictated all
the measures of the Government. The
times were troublesome. All over Ger-
many the spirit of rebellion was rising;
everywhere the people wanted to see a
first-class revolution, like that which
had just exploded in France. Many
persons in Bavaria disliked to be gov-
erned so absolutely by a lady of the
character which Lola Montez bore, and
some of them were rash enough to say
§o. Of course that was treason, and she
went about to punish it in the simplest
She bought her-
self a pack of English bull dogs, trained
to tear the flesh and mangle the limbs,
and lap the life blood, and, with these
dogs at her heels, she walked up and

kown the streets of Munich with a most
'majesti¢ tread, and with a sense of

power which any judge advocate in
America might envy. When she saw
any person whomshe chose to denounce
for ‘‘thwarting the Government’’ or
‘using disloyal language,’” her obeddien
ollowers needed but a sign to make
them spring at the throat of their vies
tim, IFI' gives me unspeakable pleasure
to tell you the sequel. The people rose
in their strength, smashed down the

8 | whole ;machinery of oppression, and

drove out into uttermost shame king,
strumpet, dogs and all. From that
time to this neither man, woman, nof
beast, has dared to worry or Kkill the

 people of Bavaria.
{ “7All ‘these ‘are’ but so many different

ways of using the arbitrary power to
punigh. The variety is merely in the
means which a tyrannical government
takes to destroy those whom it is bound
tos protect., Everywhere it is but an-

t | mission:
' in%&!

would convert any man into a wild
beast, whatever was the original benev-
olence of his nature. If you decide that
the Attorney-General holds in his own
hands or shares with others the power
of life and death over us all, I mean to
be very cautious in my intercourse with
him; and I warn you, the judges whom
I am now addressing, to do likewise.
Trust not to the gentleness and kind-
ness which have always marked his be-
havior heretofore. Keep your distance;
be careful how you approach him; for
youknow notat whatmomentorbywhat
a trifle you may rouse thesleeping tiger.
Remember the injunction of Scripture:
“Go not near fo the,man who hath

ower to kill; and if thod come unto

im, see that thou make no fanit, rlest
he take away thy life presently; for

upon the battlements of the city.”

The Rightof the Executive Govern-
ment to kill and imprison citizens for
political offenses has not been practic-
ally elaimed in this country, except in
cases where commissioned officers of
~army were the truments used.

y should it be confined to them?
Why should not naval officers be per-

d to in it2 What is the rea-
that eomm ﬂ:lfm and seamen
_ from all participation in
iness? No law has bestowed the
azmy officers more than up-

on other persons. If men are to be hung
up wtthnm legal trial which the
Constitution guarantees to them, why
not employ commissions of e¢lergymen,
merchants, manufacturers, horse-deal-
ers, butchers, or drovers, to do it? It
will not be pretended that military men
are better gualified to decide questions
of fact or law than other c¢lasses of peo-
ple; for it is known on the contrary that
they are, as a general rule, least of all
fitted to perform the duties that belong
to a Judge. ' .

The Attorney-General thinks thata

proceeding which takes away the lives
s?; ﬁﬁ:%gf without a constitutiohal
is &

§ tﬁ':al

t merciful dispensation. ; His

idea of humanity as well as law s em-
bodied in the bureau of military justice,
with fl.its dark and bloody machinery.
For that strange opinion he gives this
curious reason: that the duty of the
commander-in-chief is to kill, and un-
less he has this bureau and these com-

3
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I admit .
or any other officer of the Government,
has the power of an Asiatic king, fo
butcher the people at pleasure; he ought
to have somebody to aid"him in seleet-
ing his vietims, as well as to do the
rough work of strangling and shooting,
But if my learned friend will only e¢on-
descend to cast an eye upon the Consti-
tution, he will see at once' that all the
executive and military officers are cofn-
pletel |
the life of a citizen shall not bh¢ taken

t eourt and jury. £y 4 i EE
You can not help but ge~that military

thou goest among snares and walkest]

he must “butcher” indisy

e mecy'on i

relieved by the provision ihat

at all until after legal c¢onviciion by a |

government; with such an‘engine at its
command, willshock the world with the
enormity of its ¢rimes. Plied as it ma
be by the arts of a malignant priesthood,
and urged on by the madness of a raving
crowd, it will be worse than the popish
lot, or the French revolution—it will
e a combination of both, with Fou-
quier Tinville on the bench, and Titus
ates in the witness’ box. You can
save us from this horrible fate. You
alone can ‘‘deliver us from the body of
this death.”” To that fearful extent is
the destiny of this nation in your hands.

~ PACIFIC AND COLORADO

STEAN NAVIGATION (0.

= :
HE PACIFIC and COLORADO STEAM NA-
VIGATION COMPANY have Established

A REGULAR DESPATCH LINE OF VESSELS
FROM SAN FRANCISCO to the MOUTH of the

COLORADO RIVER,

Connecting with the Company's Steamers,

Esmeralda & Nina Tilden,

FOR

CALLVILLE.

AND ALL INTERMEDIATE LANDINGS ON
THE RIVER.

The PACIFIC AND STEAM NAVIGATION
COMPANY have the pleasure to announce to
the people of Utah that they have re‘fared and
fitted up their Steamers ESMERALDA & NINA
| TILD e:lgraﬂslg for running THROUGH to
CALLVILLE, and are now ready to receive
Freight and give THROUGH BI of LAD-
ING from SAN FRANCISCO %trlamt.eeing the
delivery of Shipments at CALLVILLE with dis-
pateb and no detention on the River,

For furiber particulars and information, ad-

oo K. C. ELDREDGE,

!
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other ¢onstruction, on the same prinei-
ple, of that remorseless machine by

eommissions, if suffered to g vil, wili be
used formost pernic¢ious purposes. I have
criticized none of their

past proceed-|"
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service upon liberal pay—‘'made love to

which despotism wreaks its vengeance
on those who offend it. In a civilized
country it nearly always uses the mili-
tary force, because that is the sharpest
and surest, as well as the best looking
instrument that can be found for such a

urpose. But innone of its formis can
it be introduced into this country; we
have no room for it; the ground here is
all pregecupied by fegal and free insti-
tutions,

Between the officers who have a pow-
er like this and the people who are lia-
ble to become its vietims, there can be
no relation except that of master and
slave, ‘The  muaster may be kind and
the slave may be contented in his bond-
age; but the man who can take your
life, or restriin your liberty, or despoil
you of your property at his discretion,
_e;?.her with his own hands or by means
of a hited overseer, owns you and he
can force you to serve him. All you
are, and ail'you 'bave, ine¢luding your
wives and children, are his pro ertiy.f

Jf my learned and very guﬂdp friend,
the ‘Atformey-General, had this right of
domination over me, I should not be
very much frightened, for I should ex-
pect him to use it as moderately as any
man in all the world; bat still
feel the necessity of being very discreet,
He might change in a short time. The
thirst for bloo
grows by what it feeds upon.  We can
not know him by present appearances.

! Robespierre resigned a country judge-

ship in early life because he was too
tender-hearted to pronoumnce sentence
of death upon a <¢onvicted criminal,
Caligula passed for a mostamiable gﬂun

gentleman before he was clothed wit

be imperial purple, and for abouteight
months afterward. It was Trajan, I
think, who said that absolute power

:

should |

is an appetite which !

ings, nor made any allusion to their his-
tory in the last five years. DBut what
can be the meaning of*this effort to
maintain them among us?zertainl
not to'panish actualigullt. All the ends
oftruo eljusﬁce are attaimed bythe promp
speedy, impartial trial which the cour
are bound to give. Is there any danger
that crime will be winked upon by Eha
judges? Does any pretend that
courts and juries have less ability to
cide upon facts and law than the,
who. sit, in military tribunals? The
counsgel in this cause will not'insuls you
by even hinting such an‘opinion: W hat
righteous or just purpose, then,; éan they
gerve? None whatever. |
But while they are utterly powerless
to do even a shadow of good, they will
be omnipotent to trample upon in-
nocence, to gag the truth, to silenee ala-_
triotism, and c¢rush the, liberties of the
country. They will always be organ-

r|

follow the accusation as surely as
night follows the day, The Govern-
ment, of course, 'will accuse none before
such a commission except thosé whom
it predetermines to ruin and ‘destroy,
will certainly
known to be the most ignorant, the
most uvprincipled, and the most read
to do whatever may please the power
which gives them Pay, promotion and
lunder. The willing
found as easily as the superserviceable
jbudge. The' treacherous spy, and the
ase informer—those loathsome wretch-
es who do their lying by the job—will
stock sueh a market with abundant per-
jury, for the authorities that employ
them will be bound to protect as well as

| reward them. A corrupt and tyrannical

etﬁ"

el |

ized to convict, and the ¢onvietion will

. 5 UTA
The accuser can choose the judges,and | . . ,
- select those who are

y | A"

witness ean be |
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E now prepairéﬂ to receive Subscriptions
and Deéposiis on stock. Also,

Flour, ete., on Commission,
WHEAT AND ‘FLOUR PURCHASED,

WE WISH TO. ENGAGE FREIGHT TO THE
NORTIHERN MINES.,
Apply at our Office at Eldredge & Clawson’s,
A. 0. SMOOT, Agent.
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