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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
fhe Tabernacle, Balt Lake City,
Sunday, Nov, 3, 1889, commenc-
ing at 2 pn., President Angus M.
Canunon presiding.

The choir and congregation sang:

Redeemaer of Israel, our only delighi,
On whom fer a blessing we call,
Prayer hy Elder Elias Morris.
‘The choir sang:
Jesus, once of humble birth,
Now in ;:Iory comee to earth.

The« Pricsthood of the Fifteenth
W ard officiated in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNUN
was called to ud-ress the congrega
tion. Hesald it is very gratifyiug
to the members of the Church to
feel within thelr hearts the truth of
the Glospel, to know that at the head
of this Church stands the Great
Eternal Father, and that He sus-
tains every one who seeks fo cou-
form to the Gospel. Were it not for
this testimony the Saiuts woald have
long since falled in this undertak-
ing. They could not fave with-
stood the temptatious by which they
have been and are sutrounded, and
borne the porsecutions which have
come upon them, but by its aid.
This wolk is indeed marvelous; it
canie upatl nen ln & way so different
{rom their anticipations.

It was no light thing for Joseph
Smith to proclaim a ew Gospel—to
announce that he had been permit-
ted to see the Father and the Son
and hear their voices; and that an
angel had brought to him the Gos-
pel; that he had received through
the divine power a record of the
ancient peoples of this continent.
But he koew the result if he failed
to de hig duty, and v huomility he
pcrformed the great work entrusted
to him. From tlie beginning the
work has prospered. liere have
Leen apostasics aud dark days; some
of those very cluose to the Prophet
soug ht to overthrow the truth. But
the work has steadily incrensed to
its present proportions, and we have
the assurance from heaven that
there is no power that can check it.
Men may fatl; those who have been
looked on as leaders, may turn
iuzainstit, but its course is still on-
ward. The work is so constituted
that it purifies itself—that unholy
men, excepb they repent, will lose
the light and be cast aside.

There was a time when the
Elders had to coutend for every
principle of the Gospel. Baptism,
for instance, was oue of the doc-
tripes disearded by mauy sects, anid
those who believed iu it were not
aware of the true form. Some
taught gprinkliug, others pouriug,
and still others immersiou; bul noue
of the various secls ol Christendom
koew the object. ¢ilicacy and power
of this holy ordinance when per-
formed by cue autborized of God.
The laying on of hanhds for the be-
gtowal of the Holy Ghost was un-
known. and revelation from God
was entirely outside of the buelief of
men when Joseph Smith came. 1t
had been proclaimed that revelation

had ceased; that the heavens were
closed; thuat the miracles which
were Lo follow the believer in the
doctrines of Christ were done away;
and that God did not condesceud to
work among men by the gifis of
healing, of prophecy. of tongues,
etc.  The world believed these
things were unnecessary, and it was
not orthodox for Joseph Smith to

roelaitn to the contrary. 1t wasa

old doctrine that he taught, in the
face of the condition that existed in
the world, that the same powers
and blessings that were witnessed
when JeBus was among men always
exisled iu the Church.

Joseph Smith knew that God
would sustain him in his proclama-
tlon, and he boldly declared that
those who received his testimony
would know of the doctriues he
taught, whether they were true.
Though he had geen the Lord) bad
received the vigitations of angels;
was o seer, a revelator, and a traus-
lator, yet he had not the authority
to ack in the uame of the Lorl till
he was ordained to that power.
Professed Christian ininisters have
claimed this authority because of
the commission given (o the Apos-
tles, and beeause they felt a desire
to preach righteousness. Martiu
Luther was led to oppose the grant-
ing of indulgences, and was de-
nounced as a heretic. He felt it his
duty to point out some of the false
dootrines of the Roman Catholie
Church. Others followed him,
because of an inward desire lo
teach the people a better way. Tu
this they were blessed, tor they did
the best they eould,and will receive
their reward for the pgreat work
they  performed. They were
instruments in the hands of God in
aiding to break the ¢haius of super-
gtition: with whieh the peopic were
Lountl; but they had not the author-
ity of the Priesthood. Joseph Smith
did tiot assunie to act by that au-
thority till he received it from John
the Baptist, whe gave fo him the
Aaronic Priesthood. 'Then, from
Peter, James and John, the First
Presidency of the Church after tue
crucifixion of the Savior, Joseph
Smith received the keys of the
A postleship. with all its gilts and
powers. With this was the power
of the Holy Priesthood aud the Gos-
pel restored to mankind.

Joseph theu went forth, anJd men
flocked to him and reeeived the
sealing testimony of the Holy
Spirit. So loug as they were faithiul
no power wasg sufficieut fo dim the
Hght of that Spirit, But wheu they
sinned, uo matter how great the
things they had received, they could

not avoid the result of their
8in, aud those of them
who turned from works of

rightecusness felt and lost the faith.
Oliver Cowdery wag oue of these;
yet his testimony ecoucerning the
Book of Mormon did vot faily and
when, in after years, he wee ridi-
euled, he arose and declared to the
unbelieving nltitude that his tes-
timony was true. With the other
wituesses, though they turned from
the Chureli, it was the same—they
were true to their testimouy.

The doctrines thit Joseph Smith
taught, and which were denounced

865

as heresies, have later been adopted
and  faught by men. Not .
many years after Joseph received
revelatiou, the Spiritualists arose
and received revelation from the
powers of darkoess. Then there
was the gift of healing, of which a
counierfeit soon appeared. As to’
the redemption of the dead, the
whole world wasin darkness till Jn-
seph Smith proclalmed the truth re-
garding this matter. The world
taught that thoge who died without
believing iu Jesus were lost forever,
The plau of God with regard to the
dead was unknown to men. But
when Joseph Smith came there
was revealed a plan, broad as the
earth, inciuding every creature
from Adam down to the latest beiug
to live on the earth. The plan of
redemption for the dead was made
plain. It was revealed that thouse
who had not heard the Gospel woujgl
eijjoy that privilege; that Jesus had
gone and preached to this class Le-
tween His death and resurreetion;
aud that as the Lord had opened
the way to life fo men in the flesl,
g0 also did he burst thie prison doors
for those in the spirit world., His
inission was ot confined to 1nortali-
ty, nor was that of His servants, but
wius to extend to the salvation of
all the children of God. But there
were certain ordinanees necessary;
for instauce, baplism, This was the
door by which they must ¢nter; and
the spirit could uot return to earth
to receive it.  But as Jesus died for
us, 850 is there a vicarious work that
can be doue for those who have
passed away. Baptism for the dead
was revealed, aud it was shown how
every groul could be reached and
the whole human family become
united. In the world today this
idea of satvation for the dead is re-
celved, to u certain exteat. Through
Joseph Smith wasrevealed the eter-
nal union of husband and wife.
Where man and woman have been
united on earth by oue having au-
thority. and sesled by the Holy
Bpirit of promise, they appear in
the eterual world as husbaud and
wife, uwuited for etermity. Death
does not separate them; for their
covenant is sanctioned by the Eter-
nal Father.

The Gospel is that leaven which
the Prophet Joseph Bmith, under
the inspiration of God placed in
fhe Iump. It is working among
men and is suptlanting that taught
by ministers who try very much to
ridicule *'Mornionism,*’ ag it is
called, and deride it, yet a great
many of them have adopted the
priuciples of this Gospel and pro-
claim them to their congregations
a8 something not received by in-
spiration, but that which they have

obtained by theirown study. This
leaven of the Gospel will work
among the Gentiles until every

honest soul under heaven is gathered
within the fold of Christ and will re-
ceive the ordinances and blessings.

In view of these great and glori-
oug things which God has given
uilto ug, what manner of meu and
womeu shiontld we be? (onsider the
blessiugs which we have received
the great light which has streamed
down from the elernal world, which
hag guickened our understandiug



