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concerning the Bon of Man, it appears
tv us that his eayings and charaeter
are as far in advance of those of other
religious leaders as the sun is above the
moon in light and power.

They are admitted by Mis. D. to
““have arigen in different ways to a
piteh of wisdom and goodness beyond
tbhat attained by the common mass of
mankiod.’” 1f that is true, why should
it be deemed impossible that God re-
vealed to each of them truths for the
benefit of humanity, suited fo the con-
dition of the people to whom they were
sent at the tirme of their life and minis-
try? [t is the pame light that sciutil-
lates from the stars and gleams from
the moon as blazes from the sun in all
its splendor. Yet ft is manpifested ino
different degrees and at different hours.
But it is suitable and benpeficial in ench
and every revelation.

It is reasvnable to think that the
Supreme Being, who hag ordered the
universe and created intelligent beings,
would wanifest Himself aceording to
the capacity of hia creatures, and
through those adapted to His purpose
would reveal Hia will end give com-
mands and counsels to others. Thus it
seems not only possible hut probable
that God has given many speecial
revelations, hesides those that come to
us through the ordibury course of
pature. And this appears more rational
than that He who js the source of all
intelligence, should remain silent aod
dumb through all the eenturies and
give no definite rules for human
guidance.

The poesibility that a “superhuraan’?
revelatisn might be used *‘to delude
people inte abandoning their own
reason to the absolute guidance of those
who claim such nutherity,!” is a very
sliu reason for rejecting all claims to
divipe revelation and antbority.- What
good is thers that cannot beso per-
verted that evil will follow? What
power or authority, however right,
Leneficial and essential, is there that
may not be exercised inipmper]y? The
misuse of Divine revelation i8 no argu-
ment against its propaer use, any more
than the prostilution of natural intelli-
gence is against ith legitimate exercise.

If either “Christian?’ sects or
heathen creeds claim that “they alone
are right apd the rest of the world
wrong,”’ that they are ““the acle guard-
iaps of the truth,” they simply mani-
fest the failings of weak humanity. It
is a mistake to say ‘‘the Latter-day
Baints make the same cluim.”” They
do nothing of the kind. They recognize
truth wherever found ss emanating
from the same Divine Source. They
see good in Pagan as well as so-called
Christian theologies. But they do bpot
receive a8 Christian tbat which is con-

trary to the teachings of Christ vor as
truth anything which iz palpably er-
TOnEous.

At the same time it must be clear to
every intelligent mind that If God re-
veals anything direct to man, that
must form a standard by which to test
other professed revelations. Anpd if he
endows svlected persons with authority
to perform ceremonies and admipister
ordinances in His name, what they do
as pommapnded must stand as authori-
tative and the acts of unauthorized in-
dividuals must be vold.

But this implies no intimation that
people who believe in that authority
shouid “abandon their own reason to
the absolute guidapce of those who
claim such authority.” The religion
of the Latter-day Saints includes pre-
sent Divine revelation and authority.
But it ipculeates individual thought
and proelaims individual responsibili-
ty. It requires no man to abandon his
reasol nor yield absolute submission tw
any human heing.

[t ia true that each sect claims to be
rigbht and that anyone without a
standard or test would be as eadly
puzzled as thefan Balvador chief. But
that God who reveals truth through His
chosen servants, is aceessible to ali and
will manifest to those who seek, in
faith and sincerity, for His guidance
the light they peed to guide (hem.
But faith is anp essential to the recep-
Lion of the light. If a person belicves
it to be impossible for God to reveal
Himself to mortals, it would only he
hypoerisy and vanity for him to asgk
for revelation. There are thousands
taday who are ready to testify that
they have asked and received, that
they have spught and found, that they
have knocked aud the door has been
opened to then .

If God ever revealed Himself to
man He can and may do 8o now. That
He will and does is an element in the
faith of the Latter-day Saints which
must recommend itself to the ratioval
mind. And it is peculiar to their creed.
The sects that profess to base their the-
ology on the fuct of ancient Divine
revelation, deny present revelation.
In this they are incunsistent, aod if
the Latter-day 8aints be right, those
geets must so far be wrong. This as-
sertion implies ne bigotry nor declara-
tion that thuse erroneous ereeds do not
contain truth. The sposition of the
Baints, if correct, i8, in the nature of
things, a proof that the sects are in
error io that mest important and essen-
tial particular.

God, no doubt, as Mrs, D. expresses
it, bas allowed us all to -work out our
own ¢volution and salvation.”” But
that this is evidence that “He has
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tion,”” or that if He bas done so it would
interfere with ““our own freedom in

fioding our way to goouness
and purity,”? we rvegard as Iman-
ifestly erroneous. Does the en-

actment of a law to protect citizens
in the enjoyment of inalienable rights
interfere with the priceless boon of
hberty? Is man’s {reedom (o exercise
any of his natural powers infrivged by
the publieation of rules for his inteili-
gent guidapce iu their exercive?

Revelation from God is oot only a
possibility, but a probabllity. We
Epnow It iz a reality. Apd without it
there must always be doubt and un-
certainty in the reiigious world. All
tritth is froma Him, oo matter through
what chaonel it may reach us. But
when He communicates to mankind
apnything by way of law or conmand-
ment, He will do so through those who
are suitable to receive and commuuni-
cateit. It will come with authorigy,
And all who earnestiy desire to under-
atand it, may do so by means ol that
Bpirit which comes from Him, as the
light streams from the sun anod which
is free to all His creatures inevary land
ani clime,

—.—

A STORY OF CRUELTY.

THE Nineteenth Cenluwry for April
containg & raost extraordinary article,
written by Nele Loriog. The story is
simply u oarrative of how he con-
ducted a herd of 200 steers from the
Rocky mountaioa to Liverpool:

“The raflroad journey was sufficientiy
trying, but the beginning of the Keener
sutferings of the poor creatires was \when
they were loglked io the cars thirty-six
hours without food or water before em-
barking. There were 7u0 cattle put to-
gether so tightly that if one fell the others
trampled on hiin, and to make these ful-

len animals get on 1heir fest again
they were pounded over Lhe noses
till  they led, water was poured
in  their curs, and their tails

were twisted wntil they bung lilnp
and.parulyzed, und others of the steers
bad broken backs. Those whose backs
wera broken wers not kilied, but, in the
intercsis of the underwriter, were lef to
die a frightful death.

“Forty animals died from suffocation.
After one heavy night’s rolling the alter
decks contained sucha piles of sieers that
the foreman hailed them out to the uplpar
deck with the stenm winch alive
and dead as they came 10 hand. Those
that were alive were hoisted by a rope
passed around thelr horps; in two or
three cases the horis gave way while the
steer was in mid air, and be fell back into
the hatchway, only to be hoisted ngain,
a mangled corpse, and dropped over the
the side.””

The poor brutes who arrived al their
desti:ation afive wereso lean that they

could not be fattened again, but were
at once slaughtered. The beel must
have been unfit for food, being broken
and bruisetd, The writer of the articie
ex presees the opinion that it must have
bueen used for sausage. Such frightful

linhumanity to dumb brutes should be

given no authoritative written revela- | stopped.
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