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concerning the son of man it appears
to us that his sayings and character
arean as far in advance of those of other
religious leaders as the sun tois above the
moon in light and power

they are admitted by mrs D to
have arisen in different ways to a

pitch of wisdom and goodness beyond
that attainedattained by the common mawmass of
mankind if that is true why should
it be deemed impossible that god re-
vealed to each of them truths for the
benefit of humanityh umanitaum anity suited to the con-
dition of the people to whom they were
sent at the time of their life and minis-
try it is the same light that scintil-
lates from the stars and gleams from
the moon as blazes from the sun in all
its splendor yet it is manifested in
different degrees and at didifferentTerent hours
but it is suitable and beneficial in each
and every revelation

it is reasonablereason attle to think that the
supreme being who has ordered the
universe and created intelligent beings
would manifest himself according to
the capacity of his creatures and
through thosethome adapted to his purpose
would reveal his will endand give com-
mands and counsels to others thus it
seems not only possible but probable
that god has given many special
revelations besides those that come to
us through the ordinary course of
nature and this appears more rational
than that he who is the source of all
intelligence should remain silent and
dumb through aall the centuries and
give no definite rules for human
guidance

the possibility thatabataa superhumanuman 11

revelation might be used to delude
people into abandoning theirheir own
reason to the absolute guidance of those
who claim such authority M is a very
slim reason for rejecting all claims to
divine revelation and authority what
good is there that cannot besonerbe so per-
verted that evil will follow what
power or authority however right
beneficial and essential is there that
waymay not be exercised improperly the
misuse of divine revelation is noBO argu-
ment against its proper use any more
than the prostitution of natural intelli-
gence is against id16 legitimate exercise

if either christian sects or
heathen creeds claim that they alone
arean right and the rest of the world
wrong that they are the sole guard
tenslans of the truth 11 they simply mani
feltfeet the fallings of weak humanity it
Is a mistake to say the latter day
saints make the same claim 1 they
do nothing of the kind they recognize

I1 truth wherever found asan emanating
from the same divine source they
see good in pagan as well as so called
ChrlschristianUan theologies but they do not
receive ssas christian that which is con

arary to the teachings of christ nor as
truth anything which is palpably er-
roneousrone ous

at the same time it must be clear to
evereveryy intelligent mind that itif god re-
veals anything direct to man that
must forma standard by which to test
other professed revelations and if hebe
endows selected persons with authority
to perform ceremonies and administer
ordinances in his name what they do
as commanded must stand as authori-
tative and the acts of unauthorized in-
dividualsdividuals must be void

but this implies no intimation that
people who believe in that authority
should abandon their own reason to
the absolute guidance of those who
claim such authority the religion
of the latter day saints includes pre-
sent divine revelation and authority
but it inculcates individual thought
and proclaims individual responsibili-
ty it requires no man to abandon hisbis
reason nor yield absolute submission to
any human being

it is true that each sect claims to be
right and that anyone without a
standard or test would be as sadly
puzzled as the san salvador chief but
that god who reveals truth through his
chosen serVallservantstg is accessible to all and
will manifest to those who seek in
faith and sincerity for his guidance
the light they need to guide them
but faith Is an essential to the recep-
tion of the light if a person believes
it to be impossible for god to reveal
himself to mortals it would only be
hypocrisy and banitvanityy for him to ask
for revelation there are thousands
taday who are ready to testify that
they have asked and received that
they have soughtbought audand found that tiey
have knocked and the door liaahas been
opened to thewthen

if god ever revealed himself to
man he can audand may do soBO now that
he will and does tois an element in the
faith of the latter day saints which
must recommend itself to the rational
mind and it is peculiar to their creed
the sects that profess to base their the-
ology on the fact of ancient divine
revelation deny present revelation
in this they are inconsistent and if
the latter day saints be tightfight those
sects must so far be wrong this as-
sertion implies no bigotry nor declara-
tionti0 ththata t those erroneous creeds do notcoxincontain truth the position of the
saints if correct isin in the nature of
things a proof that the sects are in
error in that most important and essen-
tial particular

god no doubt as mrsmis D expresses
14it has allowed us all to work out our
own evolution and salvation P 1 but
that this is evidence that he has
given no authoritative written cevela

tion or that if he baa done BO it would
interfere with our own freedom in
finding our way to goodgoodnessnose
and purity Jf we regard as man

erroneous does the en-
actment of a law to protect citizens
in the enjoyment of inalieninalienableable rights
interfere with the priceless boonbood of
liberty Is mans freedom to exercise
any of hisbis natural powers infringed by
the publication of rules for hisbis intelli-
gent guidance lu their exercise

revelation from god is not only a
possibility but a probability we
know it is a reality and without it
there must always be doubt and un-
certainty in the religious world all
truth is from him no matter through
what channel it may reach us but
when he communicates to mankind
anything by way of law or command-
ment he will do so through those who
are suitable to receive and communi-
cate it it will come with authorau
aridand all who earnestly desire to unde
stand it may do so by means of that
spirit corneacomes from him as the
light streams from the sun and which
is free to all his creatures in every land
an j clime

A STORY OF CRUELTY

THE nineteenth century for april
contains a most extraordinary article
written by nele loring the story is18

simply a narrative of howbow he con-
ducted a herd of steers from the
rocky mountains to liverpool

the railroad journey wwasas susufficiently
but the of the keener

sufferings of the poor creatures waswaa when
they were looked in the cars thirty six
hours without food or water before em-
barking there were cattle put to-
gether so tightly that if onoone fell the others
trampled on himbun and to make these fal-
len animals gotget on their feet again
they were poundedbounded over the noses
till they aledbled water was poureddoured
in their earsearn and their tails
were twisted until they hung limp
and paralyzed and others of the steers
had bronbroken backs those whose backs
were broken were not killed but in the
ine rosis of the underwriter were leitleft to
thedie a frightful death

forty animals died from suffocation
afterfter one beauheavy nights rolling the after
decks concontainedcoltainetaine such piles of steers that
the foreman hauled them outoui to the upper
deck with the steam winch alive
and dead as they came to hand those
that were alive were hoisted by a rope
passed around their bornsborn in two or
three cases the horns gave davwa y while the
steerateer was in mid air and he fell back into
the hatchway only to be hoisted aagaingainI1
Ia mangled corpse and dropped over the
the sideaide

the poor brutes who arrived at their
destination alive cereso lean that they
could not be fattened again but were
at once slaughtered the beef must
have been unfit for food being broken
and bruised the writer of the article
expresses the opinion that it must have
been used for sausage such frightful
inhumanity to dumb brutes should be
stopped
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