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newton woodruff and confirmed by
elder 0 S walsh

A few days after the baptism in ac-
cord with previous instructions I1 called
upon rev meek at his office for the
catalogue just issued by his school and
was not much surprised at the rather
warm reception accorded me the gen-
tleman not very politely informed me
that a mormon could pollute the
threshold of barboursville college un-
der no circumstances he broke forth
in a tirade against the prophet joseph
and the early apostles he wished to
have nothing to do with the people who
repudiated his mothers holy bible
by offering the book of mormon a
novel written by a cracked brained
school teacher as a substitute for it
he then began to ridicule the mor
mons for believing in new revelation

when john himself plainly says that
if any man shall add unto these things
god shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book etc
the writer ventured to inquire meekly
if this passage referred to the bible
the book compiled as we now have it
several hundred years after the death
of that apostle and he was gravely
assured that such was the factseeing that nothing could be gained
by prolonging the interview further I1
brought it to a close by thanking the
gentleman for the kind efforts which
he had previously put forth in my be-
half and expressing deep regret for the
radical change in his sentiments to-
ward me he in turn soberly recount-
ed the kind things which hebe had told
the barboursville school board concern-
ing na and assured me liehe would be
performing an unpleasant task when
taking them the kind things all back
and informing them that I1 hhadad proved
unworthy betrayed his confidence etc
ending with the following rather per-
sonal thrust when we see a young
man frequenting the saloon we know
what that young man will come to
and luin the same way when ELa young
man joins the mormon church we can
easily see what will be his end thank-
ing him torfor his compliments the writer
took his leave rejoicing that he was
counted worthy of making sacrifices
and undergoing persecution for hisnames sake

it will be seen from the foregoing
that the only arguments or logic if
these may be called by this name
which this learned divine could produce
to convince a poor benighted youth
of the errors of his belief were 1 a
torrent of invective against our revered
prophet 2 the absurd claim that the
mormonscormons repudiate the bible by sub-stitutingsti for it the book of mormon

8 the theory that john forever sealed
the lips of anam omnipotent god by his
simple declaration at the close of his
vision on the isle of patmos in my
humble opinion all three of these are
too shallow to engage for a moment
the consideration of any well informed
person

but even if the reverend gentleman
had grown much more eloquent and
had used far more powerful logic he
would have failed utterly to make any
impression upon my clouded under-standing because he himself had
afforded weme the most convincing proof
of the divinity of the latter day worksome two years ago while I1 was still
treading in the trodden paths of south-
ern methodism rev meek took great
care to impress upon the minds of hiship
sunday school class of which I1 was a
member the fact that he considered
the parable an indisputable evidence
of the divinity of the bible regarded
in this light the parable becomes an
unanswerable argument which forever
settles the question of the authenticity
of the book of mormon verily out

of their own mouths shall they be con-
demned
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decoration day iuin the south
this Is a short sketch of a pleasant

day spent at the Mill springs nationalmilitary cemetery on decoration daymay 30 1898 at nancy situated in the
west central part of pulaski county
kentucky

something over a score and a halthalf
years have passed since we were en-
gaged in a desperate struggle testing
whether the great republic should be
divided which our forefathers over six
score years ago brought forth upon this
continent a new nation conceived inliberty and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal

we met near a great battle field
where some of the noble sons of said
nation lost their lifes moodblood to main-
tain the honor of the stars and stripesyea on the ground of their final rest-ing place to pay our respects to themas all axeare aware thatthat this day may

has been set apart torfor that pur-
pose

the people of the south who live close
to the hallowed spots look with an-
xiety for the day to arrive when they
can show their esteem for their noble
dead we as representatives of utahwere no less loyal in showing our pa-
triotism on this occasion we enjoyed
meeting with our friends and fellow
citizens and partaking of the spirit of
the occasioncasionac with them

we had just closed a series of meet-
ings about eight miles from the ceme-
tery and our friends enjoined upon us
to accompany them and we were
pleased at the opportunity the morn-
ing arrived and we became somewhat
discouraged as it looked so much like
rain but we were pleased finally to ob-
serve that it was only a threat for as
the day proceeded the weather was
beautiful not extra warm as there was
a cool refreshing breeze all day and
the heat of the sun being shut off by
the clouds as they floated through the
ajrair

A few moments quickly passed away
when we heard the welcome words
this way brethren we have room for

you
we were soon seated in a three inch

old hickory wagon on
two oaksplit bottom chairs and the

long eared quadrupeds mules were
soon esteemed up and we sped along
about three miles per hour over the
hils and through the beautiful woods
toward the cemetery DiffiemerentDi rent points
of interest were explained to us by the
driver one of which was the battle of
Mili springs As we passed over the
battlegroundbattle ground the tree by which gen
Bolli cofer fell was pointed our to us

AAs soon agtheas the rebels saw their lead-
er was killed they fell back to their
entrenchments but soon vacated them
and fled the union boys being victori-
ous

after a pleasant journey we arrived
sitat the long looked for place and im-
mediately began to view the beauties
of the cemetery which has an admir-
able situation because of its elevation
everything is nicely arranged the
yard is laid out in six sections covered
with a beautiful carpet of blue grass
decorated with various trees and flow-
ers giving out their perfume making
it pleasant and grand A rookrock wall
surrounds the yard in an oval shape
making anam inclosureInolosure of about two acres
A row of shade trees Is insideinride of the
wall and a nice promenade on the in-
side of them with the starsslaps and
stripes floating at half mast in the
center which makes a sight very grand
to behold

there are bodies in all of
which weexe soldiers both white and
colored 01 of which are unknown

As nature has itsita charms so also hidthe pen when guided by a thou atsmind as can be observed fronifrom the fidlowing beautiful verses which canfound in the midst of this sacsacred aapoi
on farms eternal camping groundtheir silent tents are spreadpr ead vand glory guards with solesolemnmn rthe bivouac of the dead r

rest our embalmedembalmed and sacred deadddear as the blood ye gave
no impious footsteps here shall tbrettlthe herbage of your grave
the muffled drums sad roll has beathe soldiers last tattoo s

no more on lifes parade shall meetthat brave and fallen few B

we became acquainted with the BUBIn who lived just outsideouti de Jthe wall in a very neat little hooiwith beautiful surroundings dseemed to manifest great interest in aand gave us a great deal of vla
information invited us into his adofilahad us register etc and wheatlearned that we were fran utah he tailus he had been there I1 and neverer V
joyed himself in hishie life better thiwhile he was floating on the waterswa
the great salt lake 3

we spent the atterafternoonnoon in tathe sights and in observing thothe mferent classes and rl
the people and went down tooto the atal
and listened to the speakingileg Sprincipal speech was made 1a young christian minister E

showed the unity of the pe
now under the present cond
the people headed by the old solboldnthen marched into the cemetery j

decorated the graves by placing aaaia
and a rose at each tombstone 1

the afternoon was almost a re
of the forenoon

A collection was taken up to ellcl
and feed the volunteers of
had not beit enlisted in the awsannyalmy and who were at a barn at 15
ingtonington and could not get out on y
rade on account of their

we axeare very great ful for the new
which comes regularly and its colcolumnare scanned with greaff pleasure frespectfully
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As waters to a thirsty soul ireceipt of the welcome Nnewserwa
a humble mormon missionary I1
ing for the cause of truth amoramo
nations of the earth and it
us that we elders ought as aaaalknow of our appreciate
the kindness of the management t
of in arranging as they do to
the news with their compoom ilme
us occasionally endeavor to send paftc
items otat our experience in returpart pay perhaps torfor the trotrouble
expense attarattachedbed tnin preparing a
mailing this interesting pe I1

since our appointment I1last xa
ence which by the way was heue
chicago last march elder jenson
I1 have enjoyed a variety of eafances which in their nature bhav
only contributed spice to our corll
tended largely to strengthen ourmurii
and broaden our testimony in the 1

vinityvinley of the restored gospel ofofafchrist we havehae at times busuffered
privations we have also been cri
many times but the latter in ai
agreeable manner having had
served to uuss I1inn coconnectionnlectiontion with
good things by kind friends wi
lord in the hoar of need had
up to us to administer to our n
ties we have laboredboredlai alternaltemar
the country and the cities
with some success
laying the people
central part of illinois the
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